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ffice of the Superintendent

UNITED 3T;,Ti;;S

DEPARTMEIIT OF THE BITE,"1I0R

NATIONAL Park olO/ICE

Yello:;-.- national Park
YeLLov/stone Park, ' yo:^.dng

42323

Report Irrl

Sunraary of the April 1954 Ifenthly Nai*rative Renort
YliiiJOlvSTONl.. NATIONAL PARK

.uwmit

^iA.CIAL

JTIVITIES:

iNSP2;cnor:3:

Variable as usual. Temperature ranges. Precipitation
1.92 inches, ijno^ depths, i

Rogers n^de trips to Boseisinj to Billings -svdth Joffe to

confer with ?SIAC officials, Hainilton -mA Stevens to
Cody and EE, Fk>blnson and. 5 others to Ephrsta for house
trailers, Chapisan and Killigan to I^ssoiila on f 5 ^ " '^t-

ing wage rates, Epperson received i?75 av/ard, Ck.

retired as Supt., Death Valley, Bids opened for elec-

trical generators, 1-2

Fx>bert Moore, Frank Cl'iilds, Paul Judge, Eliot Uavis,

Douglas McLaren, Harvey ?ue3rnolds, liliTier Fladiriark, Lynn

Coffjji, 3tanls7 Gmrgeon foT' fire train.ing conference.

Fred Quist visitor from Yoserdte, A'iJLlisin Dimn arrived

for sumr'er, I-bntana Eniploymsnt 3er".dce orfic'?rs, Livjjig-

ston to discuss eaiploynient, 2-3

Press release issued on park openinf^, 1954 broadsides

received, 373,500 on hand. IK3 furnished laaterial for

article, 3

Ali^unrait for Fishing Bridge carnpground completedj

l^ttson in office most of month; master plan for FB

carnp,5round prepared; Inspir'.tion Point trail terEilnus

plan being prepared; Canyon cor.fort station ciid water

pump plan reviewed; GCC building at OF being reriDdeled. 3

Plowing operations st irted, Snow depths nomial. Plow-

ing 2 days behind schedule. Road to OF to open May 1.

I^intcnance crex^s (engaged on various projects. 3-4

Projects all closed except Mqiifaoth Hospital, rejiabil-

itating CCC building OF,' is' iter liJie extension Thunb^

cabin area, rehabilitating generators, Croiyon. ,.ddi-

tioncl concrete signs constructed. 3-4

C0MCS3SI0KTHS S Dr. Pearson visitor. Jack 'rlaynes moved to Maamoth.

YP Co. publications received, Huntley Child elected

Pres, Montana ISotel Assn. Pov:\h and Hamilton crew

arrived, Ilanllton closed tlaKsnoth campground c-ifeteria

and store, 2-bdels of guest cabins prepared by IF Go. 4-5

FJBIJCITT;

PLA>;5 , II .PS

& AUAVAYS:

MBITSflANCEj

CONSTRUCTION:
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RSLIGIOUS
3].iivic:.s &
ClIAPEL U3l:

3JiiVIGE3:

Stmdciy School c^tid Youth Fellovfnhip, Ij^ster Sunrise
Services.

''.atson presented progroia to Gar(31ner High School, Con-
don talked to wildlife students.

RL.filAUClI AND Charles Gebler niaking study on njiture trail guide.

OBoI-lAV.'.TION : ELrnore on historical research and piceparation rmscuro.

exhibits, . ataon on researcli on liorris Geyser Basin,
Osprey retun\ed to Ea^t'le Hest Iteck, Roseardi proiiram

for I'feirler, Condon inspected ran?^e north p:;.irk, Jtilraore

and Condon visitod rmid volcano Lirea. and observed Black
Dragons Caldron, Teaperature recordiiigs mide of other
thennal features.

NATUH.\L IG STORY Books and other items purchased. "^..'3J.d animi-ls of
ASSOCI-VIIOM ; Yello.-/stone" revisions irBde, March-April Nature llotes

issued, /dice ..xiist csaployed, i)r, Peril autosraphod
copies of his book, lies, Lucille '/a.j^ner to be hired
as Librcirian, Bngf^Lay-McDougJill plant took to be

reissued, YLKA directors tneeting Maj 21.

TIUVEL:

IK- EHVICE

SPaCIAL
VISI1DR3 !

MNG5R
Sr'I^ICEl

5

5-6-7

WILDLIFE :

1712 visitors in 51o veliicloc; 191? in /.pril 1953.

17 in oversiiow cjcpiipmeait.

Staff meeting. Meekly Wevvs issued, Sectional Fire

Trailing Conference, Plans coEipleted for In-^.-ervice

Training Conference, Proper, Hart 'u\d :le3.TiOld2- in-

structed on personiiel investigating procedures,

Dr, Nils Paul Larson

Ski pitrols mid inspections mAe, ^-nowshoe cabin ration©

Collected. Fiangers assisted repair telephone linos, lin-

tr<ance stations partially prepared for suiisner operations.

Plans completed for H^mger Conference. Gri:wi met vd.th

railroad officials. Difficulties encountered :m selecting

seasonal rangers.

IS:13 seen at OF} 4 killed for jTublic erd'ety and property

protc^ction.

tfOUIlTAIN LION : 1 reported seen near &cbo\^ Creek

VIM. KAVAaEM;::NT : Montana F&G Dept, dropped salt in Bufialo-Hellroaring area

BIGHOHM: 15 seen at Ablithar. 110 seen during ^.dnter.

S

ii
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Page
FI3HI?IG 1954 fishins re;PLLations approved April 15. Gopios

igGULAlIOKB : raimeographed and issued, 9

RANGE : Lo^srer and Inter!tK5diate ran=3e free of sziov;, Negli-
gible grov/th duriJig first hfU.f April, Less than
nonml in latter h^ilf, 3hort.'.ge of moisture noar
Stevens Creek, Greiitcrst grovrth on south, slope in
highor elevvitrlons. Bison sc=<^. in rx>or flesh. Ilk
in fair flesh.

"

9-10

FOREST FIHE Revisions for Fire Fighting Plan and Guicie partiality-

P^IOTI-CTIQ-: ; completed. 10

BUILDIHG FIRE ^3aintenaIiCG of extinguishers stixrted, 10

BLI3TKR rlUr^T Additional persorjnel selected, Kev picioip track to

GorT'l'I. : be purckined, 10

RAI-v'CI-i Pd'D cell- Horses and inules being fed iMiy, Young horses trained.
iL^lL Ql-'oR.;- Portions of meadow re-seeded. 10
TIDIES ;

TrUILSt Kanpov/er available for trail si>ga shop, 26O sigjis

cosseted. Tra.il crew selected, 10-11

LAK IilMFOHGE- FBI and Undersheriii, Livingston in on law enforce-

Mi^HT ; mait s&tters. Complaint prepared against Lloyd D.

Beard, Activities of former KF3 en-^'iLoyee investi-

gated, U
DMTIIS ; Leonard v:inberg, father i-lrs. Dale Nuss, Ld Nov^els,

Park Oounty Mev/s, Livingston. 11

Pt^SQNKI^j: Andrew Stewa:-^ to (E -.cicr. Claude KcLadu eod as Park

Finger. Alice ^Turphy re.a±f^iod, !fei'garet Acre© appoint-

ed Clerk-'-'tenogr'ipher. Jimes ferdis apiiointed i'^perty

and .Jupply Clerk, ilenaan Iingelsimm resigned as Ciuard.

rioj'al E, Srover rtd, ^iarie Ilerson ajid Dorothy Heme
appointed seasonal Clerk-Stenographers, Viola .(oylance

as Clerk-'Qrpist, John Voss and Orville iJrennan, store-

keepers (General), 'Selections jsade of season:?! ranj-ar

and ranker mturaliats from register. Local Bo^.rd Civil

Serflce Examiners rating apr-lic .tions (or w.ge board

positions, 11-12

Kl^GKLLAKSOUS; FSU meeting, AFOS meeting. 12

iii
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Idffice of the superintendent

UNITED STATES ^'^'^'^

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Be

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO.

¥^ n, 1954

fbs the Director

frosat Supesrintendo^t, lellowslxme national Park

Subject? Iteithly Report fc^ April 1954

Follcjwing is the report of activities for Y^lcftsrstoine

Kati<mal Parte daring the laoath of April 1954?

Vieather Gtmdltiosis . Tim v?eatlier for Aprdl ^las r&si£i^X'& as
Ijs uswal for this time of the ysnr, Thm tes|3eratupes r^eag^ ts^m a
low of 17^ <»i tfee 1st to a hi^ of 6l^ on the 17th and 23rd. The
average jaaxlrag| tesperatixre was 51^ for ti. h and the average
ainiraasi ^^s 27^, The msasi tafrp^ratiire w?is> « "' '^^, TkvQ total
precipitation was 1.92 inches. Tub above fl certain to the
heaydqaarters area cmly, r«K>w depths for bc^^ of tiie courses at the
€sid of the aonth are as follows: llorrls 23.1'% i^pJjrie 2h,&\ Northeast
Entrance 14.7**, and Lm«jis Ei^fa!' ai-vide 106".

Special Activities « 5uperintaidait Rogers imde trdps to
Bosessn April 7 and 13 for research ^mrk at the lilrraiy on Iiis

legiaLative iiistory of areas of t-be Hational Pasfe ^st^n and to coniQv
TdLth concessioner J. E. rfe^nes. On Ajadl 19 be and Administrative
Assistant Joffe left for Billing to confer \d.th liissouri Basin Inter-

Ag<KKr/ Ctoisaittee officials on jsmtters affecting the €»isfantion to be
held at I^e Hotel June 24-'25 and atteiK^ the Sevoitet^t" Lai

Ct^iEstmitsr Cooperative Dlniic^ sponsored 1:^ the Biliine:s Gi* of
Camet&Hf returning the Wth, On April 2? 1^« Fioipi^ srnde a trip to

the Boseaian library.

A^stant S\iperint€Kidmt liamilton md. District Hai^ger Stevaas
departed April 7 for Oo^, l?i>CBaing, -4i^e Ilr. Ilaiiillton laet ^-^i Rural
ELectrificatioii Afeinisrtration officials on pro|x>sed 'pm&s- line to
East Ehtrance^ and to tli© East l^trance rianger Sikation en in^ectSxaa

and to deliver a radio, retiimteg on the 9fch,

On April 19 Mectenit^ Supervisor P.obinson, District I'^anger

Ha, Park Bans^ mc^, Astomotii^ I^ectosic Hem©, ©ruc^ Driver Jurap,

and Stor^ceeper Schultz left for Bphrata, IJashiagton, to obtain six
bouse trailers fjpom the Bureau of Redaxaation for use h^fe for
9ea«»ial eisployees. Assist«ait SiJ^esEdntsidait HsffiiJLLton accompanied
thera CHI aram;^ leave. H^y returned the 24th.
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Assistant Cnlef Ranger Clfepsnan and aaoke~Jim5>er Squad
Leader liilligan att^ided the armual meeting of the Ck>operative Fire-
fighting Agencies at Mssoiila, Ifontana, Ayril 22 to discuss and
agree on firefig^ting imge rates.

Jaaaes E, Epperson, seasonal Operator (Gfenes'al), \m.& the
recipicait of a ^^^75 cash award grants Idqt ihe Region Tioo Incoitive
Awards CJoirindttee for his suggestion to construct a grader ditch
cleaning idLng for use on park roads. Th© presentation was imde hj
Superintoident Rogears at the staff meeting in the Superintendent's
Office April 14.

Secretary of the Interior KcKajr announced that 7. Rajnond
Goodwin, Superintandent of Death Vall^ National Monuiaent, retire
at the end of Iferch. Mr. Goodwin was assi^ed to Yellowstone a
nuzaber of years ago on road oiling. He was one of th© dlscovei*ers

and developers of tlie oil mix ^stem of road paving.

Bids were opened April 26 for electrical generators,
invitation for v/hich was issued hy the Regional Office April 5, ^id
the three bids received were forwarded, to the Regional Office for
final approval. No award had been made by the end of the iiaonth.

Inspections . Hilton T. Hondrix, Supervising Investigator
in Charge, Tenth Civil Service Region, Denver, Bolorado, in April 12
to confer vdth Supervisory Park Ranger Harry V. Reynolds, Personnel
Assistant VJilliam G. Proper and District Ilanger Ruben 0. Ilart in
connection with investigating procedures for federal employees. He
left the 14th.

Robert B. Moore, Chief, Adniiiiistrative Branch, Forestry
Division, Washington Office; Franl^ I J. Childs, Regional Forester,
Region Two; Paul A. Judge, Chief Ranger, SLiot C^vis, District Ranger,
and Douglas I-5cLaren, Paric Ranger, Grand Teton Kational Park; Harv^ B,

Rejrnolds, Gliief Ranger, Iheodore Roosevelt national Ifeaorial Parkj

Elmer N. Fladmark, Chief Ilanger, A. I^^nn Coffin, Assistant Chief
Ranger, and Stanley H. Spurgeon, Assistant Fire Chief Dispatcher,
GELacier National r*ark, arrived April 26 for Sectional Fire Control
Training Conference, the latter four departing April 30 and the rest
the following day.

Fred Ciuist, former lellowstone es^loyee vjho lias been
located in Yosemite for the past 15 years, visited in the park near
the end of the month.

WilliaiB Ourm, Superint^denb, Yellovrstone Pai^ Fish
Cultural Station, arrived April 29 to begin Fish and V/ildlife Service
operations at Yellowstone Lake for the season.
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Frederick H. Rutherford, Ifenager^ and Lawence Rasnaissen,
Interviewer, ^fontana State Eraployxaent Service, Livingston, in April 30
to confer on es^oyiaent.

Bablicity . a press release was issued to the ptirk's mailing
list April 16 on tJie 1954 opening dates for the various roads and
accoimnodations •

(to April 20 the first shipment of 195/^ Yellou^stone bro- id-
sides arrived ?Jtnd riost of the 40^3,000 wMch v/ere shipped had been
received by the end of April. A totiil of 373,500 lellovrstone bro .dsides
were on hand at the end of the nonth,

InforcKition was mailed April 28 for a feature £3tory jTor

International Nei-zs Service to tlieir Denver rf.presentative,

n.ans , feps ;And -:urva.ys. A nev; pi^sjected alignment for the
Fishing Bridge caiTrpground road viio cor^pleted and grides worked out for
the road widening project at West Lntnance,

All of the time of the Resident Landscape Architect during
the iTKsnth was spent in the office, largely on plan preparation,

A Master Plan sheet for the Fishing Bridge caiiipgroiind area
was prepared, revieiifed in the park and forvfarded to the Region;dl Office,

A jUan for the revision of trail tejminus. Inspiration
Point is imder preparation and proposes a concrete :night of stairs
and ramps vdth metal kind rails and gaa--d riils«

Architectural plans for the comfort station and vjr.ter jxirr?)

house at Canyon hive been reviewed andrecoimiendations are being prepared,

Some i^rk is underlay to start on the remodeling of one CGC
building at Old Faithful into three sMill apartments.

feinteaance . Snowplovdng WiS started toi/ard Morris April 5
the plovTs arrivjji.p: there the 12th and plows started toverd Ga.rxfon and
Old Faithful on the 15th, arrimng at those points on the 20th. r-lovra

reached Lake on the 26th and by the end of the month were within three

miles of '.est Thunfc and about tivelve nules out on the iast Entrance
road, Aroimd the first of the month snow reports iiidic';ted about normal
depths but vrarm weather and high x^ind were fast reducing this depth.

Plowing has be®n genora.lly good xvith sorrte trouble caused ty the ''^..easel"

tracks made during the winter. At the end of the month plowing was

about tiio d-'oys behind last year's schedule. The roads to Old Faithful

and est Intrcince i^re to be opened for traffic Kay 1.
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Maintencince crews are located at l-ksEnoth and Gallatin.
They are bu!^ patching and taking dovjn snow fence and snow strikes.

The Gallatin section of road is breaking up on some sections. About
600 yards of gravel were placed on the MasTinioth Hotel cottage area
roads in preparation for placirig a bituminous mat. At»ut 20 milos of
road center-line stripe were placed and an additional five irdles

spotted for striping. Tliree new dump tracks ife-ere received during the
last ViQek of April.

Construction * All construction projects are closed doim
for the 'Winter except the following: Account 231«01, Eeplaee the
Heating Plant at the l^mnoth Hospital, J3uilding Mo, 10, vAiich project
is 99:^ coapletej Account 231.03, :iehabilito.tion of CCG Buildings, Old
Faithful, asaterial being ordered and work will start in oirly May;
Account 332,17* '.ater Line 5.xtension, V est 'Kiumb Cabin Areo., ntitorial

ordered; cmd Account 232.02, Aehabilitrj.te Genei- tors, Gasiyon, cxiterial

on order and some carpenter viwrk under v/ay and the electricians liiiing

up generators and panels. A few additional a)ncrete signs were con-
structed l^ the maintenance crev/.

Concessioners , Dr. 'Jolin A, Pearson of the Yellov»'stone

Park I'fcdical Ser-vice w;is in the park April S from Livingston to confer
witli r^upcrintendont Rogers and Resident Physician G-ilman on pfirk

medical matters.

Jack E. Haynes, Presi.dent, Hajnies Inc., photo ''raphic
concessioner, moved to Maasnoth ..pril 15 for the suirmicr from his vdnter
headquarters at BozGtmn,

On April I6 the first supply i^'as r-eceived of the Yellov.^stone

Park Gonqpeny's A and S Folders cont<aining the rat^s for bus tours rmd

notorist a ccoinmod.-.tions for the 1954 seison. On the a^^.th the first

supply of the 1954 Accoroiod;\tions and Services leaflet were received.

This latter publication wis printed in 3t. Paul, Minnesota, this year,

having been printed in the ITollov/stonc Paiit Company's prir;t stop 3Ji the

park in previous years.

^hintley Child, Jr., Vice I^csider.t, Yeilov;stone Park Compaiiy,

was elected Preaident of the I'tont^itia Hotel association at its convmtion
held in Billings April 23-24. He served during the past year as Vice

President of the Association.

On April 27 Trev Povah, Vice President, aar Ilelppie,

Manager, and other Handlton Stores, Inc. csnployees arrived to open

their general ijtore and service station at Old Faithful by l-Jay 1 -iviien

Eotorists will be admitted to the west side of the park. They i-Jill

provide lodgin.njs and meals of an informal cteracter until other facilities

are op<ai at that locati.on.

4
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On April 30 penrdssion i«is -iranted E-imilton Stores, Inc.
to discontinue operations oi' its g.enerro, store and cafoteria in tlie

Man'tmoth c.ampgroiind beginning tiiLs avsmer, the building to be used as
a general storehouse for the ctoring, laarking and redistribution of
merchandise to their various stores in . he pa.rk*

The Yellowstono Par]<. Company prep-ared during the winter a
number of one-inch scale models of guest cabins and these v,'ere viexfed

by National Park service personnel in April, The purpose of the study
i*as to evolve some eaonomical method of pref;>brication.

Religious Services end Ch-ipel Use . The regular U.

School serirlces were held in t^e Yellov/stone National Park Chapel
at 10:30 6 -ch ;3\mday nsoming during the inonth. The Youth I'ellowGhip

or^misatlon met in the Gliapel at 6iOO p,s, on the 25th.

A v.-ell-attended vaster candle light sei^ce vras held in the
Yellowstone Kation'il Park Chapel at 6:00 a.m. Easter Sunday, rrpril IS,
Reverend G, M. Valk3r preached the sorsion. f'fusic vras supplied by the
Maixrooth Youth Glioir and the combined Gardj.ner-l-feM;-ioth Adult f^hoir.

Although the weather vm.B storssy there was an exceptionally lar^^e

congregation in attendance.

Interpretive ."'.ervlces . Park Maturalist .vatson presented
a progran! to the Gardiner High 3ciiool science class on the g€K>logicol

history of Yellov/stone National Park. There iter® fifteen stud^rits in
attendance and tvio te.ichers. On the 30th I^tic I*iaturalist .'atson presen-
ted a sindlar talk to the Scouts and parents in Gardiner with 24 persons
present,

A special talk was given by ¥t, Condon to a group of nine
v/ildlife students and instructors from Idaho I'tate Colle-^e at Poc ;,teilo,

Idaho, Dr. Van Pulling vr<s in ciiirge of this group.

Hescarch and Observation . Kr, Ghrrles G-ebler, fonner Park

Ranger Katur-ilict --.vid prospective employee for the 1954 season, sub-

ndtted sa outline for a proposed stuc^ on nature trail guiding vMch
he plans to make as part of the c|ualific;.tion3 for his ni stors degree.

This study outline was revlev;ed by ia<si±ccB of the Naturalist st -ff and

a letter outl3jiing our suggestions on its liriprovanent v;as o i r,

Gebler.

Park Naturalist Elmore dcrvoted a lot of time to historical

rcse.?.rch for the prepar.i tion of museuis exhibits and Park Naturalist

V/atson spent a good deal of time on library research mth respect to

the Korris (ksyser B.:isin revievdng published information on the activities

as recorded for th-.t therm^-il area. He also spent conaiderable time

5
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working on final details of a inrip of this ar©a and stipipled in the
forested area \vhich ton/jued out into the geyser b;isin..

Ttie osprey were reported back at the :.a?:-ile's Mest Rock
in Gardinor Canyon on April 4 ?-nd during the month vfere busily-

engaged rep-iiring the nest and s^jtting about -with their nesting.

The possibilities of setting ap a reaearch progrcim on the
t^rdrothermal phenoiRcma of the geyser basin along the ixrehole iiver is
being explored and it is hoped that a program, can be justified which
will be supported hy private foundation funds, Tlac lelloi /stone Libntry
and I'SioeuRi Association is interested in acting :.is sfxjnaor of such a
research pn^ject and I-lr. George D, J-feirler w.s in on April 30 to discuss
the possibility of his inrticipating with this research work.

On the loth and again on the 25th trf.ps were rnade over range
l-ands north of the Park which -^r© Forest Service l.inds and privntely
ovmed livectock ranf'-e by Chief Park Naturalist Condon for liis personal
enlighteniricnt. These ran.-e laxids provided a marked eontrs.st to the
north Yellowstone ranr^e within the National Park boundo.ry. Forage and
genera.1 vegetation cover was exceptionally good on the Forest Service
range lands snd good on the privately stocked ranges in contr:,st to the
virtually barren condition of the countryside from ILeese Creek to MiCTiicth

around the slopes of Sepulcher I^ountain and around the slopes of ibunt
.Everts, Pcnj one inttjrested in receiving a shock vd.th respect to

tation need only vmlk over some of this countryside.

On the 26th, Parte Naturalists Iliaore and Condon visited the
Mud Volcano area for the purpose of deter^nining v.tet changes had occurred
in tliis thermal area and especially to rruilce observations of the .Bl'.ck

Dragons Caldron, It \iras found thjit the Black Dragons Caldron is violent-

ly active along :.. fissure be.iring 32° east of south a.nd having -i total
active length of 109 feet, Ihc tcanperature of this seeth;mg rnass of mud
was 191° F, A sneller fissure %ms active on the north side of the crater.

This fissure had a bearing of h2P east of north. Its temperature was

only 162^ F. Tne original crater of activity as it v/ s discovered in
the spring of 194^ h^;td a -vddth of 45 feet, a length of SB feet, and a

depth of 7 feet 11 inches and follo'^d the long a;d.s on the fissui*e bearing
42*^ east of north. The present length of the crater along this be.-ring

is now 142 feet. The extent of the crater rlong the fissure alignment
bearing 32P aast of south is also 142 feet, Ttie v/idth of this crater
at its vddest point is 77 feet and its depth from t5m to boiling mid
surface is It] feet 5 inches.
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A series of taapercitures v/ere r-cortied for other thermal
features in that general aroa <-ind these tcismperaturcs are as follov/s:

Dragons touth, 192" F.; nid Volcano, 20CP F.j find •eyser, 136"^ F,;
Sulplur Caldron, V-kP F,; Large '<3xd cone below sulphur G^ildron,
146° F,; Larf^e turbulent pool near Black DTagons Caldron, 142^ F,;

Large laud pit up ravine beliind the r^d Volcano, 194^ F,

Natural History '.S30ci:.:.tion. Tlie Teli.ovv-stone Library .nd

^fuseum ,'\sBOci;ition purchased four books and some other iterr^ for the
libraiy. Two of these K-ere Yellowstone Thr-ough the r;tereoscope and
Yello^'stone and .daska .

Park Naturalist EliDors spent ti<JO day*s time iraking graasaaticfil

corrections of the printed copy of "Wild .nnimals of Yellowstone^' by
Brodrick, Other revisions were made in the text of this publiaabion
and it ^Aras sent to lidward^s Brothers for reprinting in. the revised
fona. It is planned to have a ininirnujii of five thouscaid copies 01 this
edition run off.

The ferciv-April, issue of Yelioifstone Kature Hotes ivo-s

prepa.red, imjltilithed, and mailed bj the 20th. There were 3^7 copies
placed in the mails.

Mrs, Alice Cjuist vns employed as clerk of the Association
and worked 62^- hours and devoted her tii^c to riTx^mging the book stock,

working on tlie photo albums and the Kodaslide collection.

Dr. Merrill D. Beal spent -imrQ than two days autographing
about 750 copies of liis book 3tory of Man in Yello./stone of Wnich th«
Association nov; has the eitire stock.

The .Association h s negotiated to rehire Firs. Lucille

Wagner as Librc3j:*i<m for the 1954 season and it is anticipated th^-t

she will report for duty before mid-June, '.fhe .^-ssociation is still

worldjis 'vfith Mrs. George Baf-gley and Dr. tv. B, McDougsill on the

manuscript of a new book on plants 01 Yellov;stone.

There was a special meGt:Lng of the Board of directors held

in the Chief Park Katurklist's office at 3 p.m. on the 21st. Mem!::)crs

present v/crej James W, Browi, Chainiian, r;a»/id dc L. Condon, .urvec"*---"^

secretary, Alice :uist, Tre.i surer. Jack E. Haynes, Meciber, idmun- .

Rogers, Member, Joseph Joffe, MesBber, ^u Ver»ie i:atson. Member, Otto

M. Brown, ^feinber, Francis H. £li:iorc. Member, vailiarn Proper, rlanber.

T5ie inattcr of the proposal to incorporate the Association and revise

ttie Constitution and By-laws was reviewed at some len^^th and .-^.iter

considerable discussion a rrtotion v^xs mr^de to table the proposal until

further exploration of the values to be gained by such action was made.
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Increase or Decrease iji Travel . A total of 1,712 visitors
in 51?1 vehicles entered the park this jnonth incrndirig 17 visitors in
over^snow equipffiJf5nt# This coiajvi-res vdth 1,970 visitors rliiring April
1953 or a slight decrease.

In-Service Training . A staff meeting of division heads
was held in the .^iur^erifttendent's Office ..pril 14.

The Yellowstone Vleekly Mev;s was issued each Tliursday to keep
«E5xLoyees, concexssioners and others cuiT-ently inforiaed of park huppeoriirigs,

A Sectional Fire Control IVaining Gonfereuc. ..-Id in the

piric April 27-30 was warticipitad in by Forester J^re of the vasnington
Office, 'fegional i'brester Childs of the liogional Office, and personnel
from CEacier, Gr^md Teton and Theodore ioosevelt National ^'icmorisl

Park as I'/ell as Cliief I'linger Bro-^m, AsDistant Chief Ranger Ghap^ai
and District danger Ne3-son of Yellowstone,

Plans were completed for a Pai'k ^Umrjer Ir>.3ervi.ce Training
Conference in Lew Enforcement to be held Ihj 5-7 vdth Federal Bureau
of Investigation instructors.

Final arrangesnents for a Fire Oontrol and Training Conference
May 10-14 have aloo been co^=-^''

-^ od in v.tiich Regional Director 3?5ker

and RQ^aciriL Counsel Mulla-.; ._ participate.

Pei*sonnel Assistant Proper, District Hanger Hart .....^

Supervisory Park ilan^er Reynolds reccdved instruction April 12 and 13
frcffii Supervising Investigator fiilton T. Hendri:^ of the 10th Civil

Service tiegion, Denver, on, personnel investigating procedures.

Special Visitors . Dr. Nils Paul Larson, in cb'irgc

large hospital in Honolulu, Hawaii, and .Cormer ii'ivra.iian Oon:,.^ ^-^

Sweden, in April 23 to visit p"irk and obtain pictures for use in
talks to be glvesrx in Haviftii.

Eanizer Service ; Filial ski p-atrols were raD.de m,. .o

observe wildlife conditions and to ran snow coursca. A numocr of
inspection trips for like reasons i^ere made fron park headquartei*s,

Snowshoe cabin rations wore collectod and returned to the vjarehouse

for storage as the snowplows reached the various at'itions,

Hangers assisted in the repair of telephone linos, Entrance

strttions were p«'irtially prepared for suismer operations and a s interior

stations were opened for automobile tr^ivel they v;ere inspected and

readied for occupancy.
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Plans and arrangements t>;cre completed for the llanger

Conference May 5-7 and Miy 10-14 and the programs prep.:ired and
udmeographed, ^vStrict i'uinger Grinup. met vrith railroad officiyls
in Livingston, Itontana on M)y 16 regarding the railroad right-of-
way in the park.

Difficulty Vicxs experienced in £ sleeting saa.sonal rc-;ngers

from th© lists of eligibles certified and it nov/ appears unlii^ely
we will be able to obtain a good pt;rcentaf;e of the men canployed Ifist

year \'iiio want to return, Tne considerable effort cpent in .plotting

seasonal rimgerc this surroier has not beeai verj'' fruitful,

Viilldlifc Activities. Griaaly Bears . As many as 13 grisaly .

b&ars were seen in the Old Faithful area at one time the pi-st fei-,'

weeks. It vras necessary f-^r protection division personnel to dispose
of four grizzly betirs, one g»ov/n feKi;-de and three yearlings, at Old
Faithful on Apidl 30 in the interest of public safety and property prt>-

tection, .several had tiiken up residence in that area and these four
became particularly tr-oublesome and m-ide repeated .ittempts to break
into buildings.

Ifeuntain Lion : Truck DriTer Osear Matlds reported seeing
one of these rare predators ne'ir Oxixyvj Greek April 26.

Slk Fjana/^ement : Biologist Joe Gaab of the I'bnt'yna Fish end
Game Depa-rtment dropped, by air, 1,2CX) pounds of aalt in the Buff.'ilo-

Hellroaring irea on April 26, Tlie araoimts -md locations are essen-
tially the same as bxa been the practice for some years.

Bji|?^m ; Joe '.ay reported 15 bighorn seen on Abiathar
and tm> on ^tt Norris, These are over and above those seen previously
during the winter, Fue Lctwil count of bighorn seen this v;iiitor is

110 animils.

Fishing Re.^^ationa . The 19i>4 lishing regiaatJons were
approved c^ 3ecrrotary ilcK^iy April 15 and the Federal Register of April

22 containing the^c regul.?, tions wis received ApriiJ. 26, The fishfmg

regulations w.-^re sdraeographed and issued the following assr, 6,000
copies having been prepared. Only a few minor changes were made.

Rar^ge . According to obsenratij ... ,;f biologist Kittams all

of the Lower and n^st of the Intermediate .tange is now free of snow.

Since ndd-;Vpril, considerr^ble old forage ms been vailable to gra;-
"

animals on the Intermediate llan,n;e. On the entire lallov.'stone ran ; ,

there was negligible c^^^'^^ of grass during the first half of Kpril,

Less than nonaal growth in late ;iprll was cbe to low temperature on
most of the range, Near Stevens Greek the absence of nev; crvted
wheat grass in the bottoms and presence of new grass on laoi oh
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slopes sug,^ests a shortage of moisture. At .nigi-ier elevations,
gro;:i.test grovrt-h is on south slopes v;hich v:i-nn early. An interesting
eomptirison of crested v^ieut on heavily grazed and r el<,itively imgrased
range was obsenrnd near Stevens Greek, '.ithin the nursciy fence, new
leaves are about four inches longi outside, niost created wh€jat has
not put out n^^w Icives jot^ Of 25 bison seen in the Firehole area on
April 24, sev'.ralwere in poor flesh. Forage had been cle-3ned from
nearly ;ill sectors vfoich were free of a^iow. Most elk in the Yellow~
stone drainage are in fair flesh. At low eLev;:.tions elk are feeding
on north slopes and higher up they are on critical riinge, apparently
seeking green grass.

Forest Fire Protection . Revisions of the Xellov/stone Park
Fire Fighting Plan and Guide for the coiidng season were partially
«>i!^eted,

Buildin.?! Fjre Protection . As a folloxv-up from the fire
extinguisher inspectic«i reix)j:'ts for the Hanynoth Village area, the
maintenance of extinguj-shers was started the 1 st week of April.
Twenty seven Foam, 5 soda acid and 6 Protexite extinguishers were
cle^aned and recharged, OCLi^ extinguishers \mre recharged with ai.r,

improper type extin,2uishers and unsatisfactory extinguishers were
replaced.

Blister Rust Control , iidditionil personnel i^ere selected
for the blister rust crew to repl ce selections \^o declined or failed
to return questionnaires vrithin the speei..fied time. A purchase order
was issued to the Director's office for the purchase of a new ^-viheel

drive pidcup truck.

Ranch and Corral Operations . Ilorses .'Xid mules were fed iiay

during the entire month. Daily consumption of hay was reduced from
41 hi'les per day to 24 b;iles by tlie end of the month as sno^•; hid melted
sufficiently for liiidted grazing, Yoimg horses and those needing
additional trairdng and gentling received this attention.

A small aiiK>unt of irfork '^is done on the portion of meadow to

be reseeded. The soil is still too v«et for proper tillage. Seed was
purch'isod for reseeding this portion of the meadow,

Trails , tore nan povjcr ^^s available for work in the trail

sign shop during the raonth and hj the end thereof 260 signs hiid been

completed and approxijij^itely 100 EK>re v.«3re in various st- ges of ramu-

facture.

10
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All nine men offered positions on the trail crev; have ac-
cepted and the first ones viill repoi-t June 1, ]3ue to the lateness
of the season and the araoimt of snow it is not expected much trail
vrork can be accomplished prior to tteit time.

Lav Enforcement * FBI Agent irvilliam Brosmith and Unaorsheriff
Hodges of Livingston visited the park on law enforcsneafit natters on
Kay 7» ^-i- complaint uis prep^irod a£:ainst Iiloyd D, Beard, nov; in a
Texas prison, for burgLarj^ of the Lcike Service Station l-xst susamer,

Supervif^ry Park Manger Rejmolds spent sevenil days v/ith

tont:ina law enforcement officers irivc:rti'-::ting the activities of a
former National Pai4c .Jei-^ce employe members of his family by
marriage.

Deaths . Leonard Winberg, 5«^> v/arren, Minnesota, father of
Mrs, D^ile Nuss, died in Warren kpril 2# Firs, Kuss v^is vrith her father
at the time of his death and !"!r. Muss also attended the funeral in

Ed Nowels, 5S, Hews Editor for the Park County llev-s in
Livingston for 30 years, died of a heart attack April 8, P'lmeral

services were held April 12 and burial in Mountain View Ceaetery,

Hr, Kowels has be^i a fine friend a.nd stiunch supporter of Yellowstone
and the National Park Service,

Personnel , "Hie Change in Headquarters and Indefinite

Pronotion of Andrevj E, Stei-Rirt, Operator, General (Mobile Power

Equipment), Yellowstone, to Mixed Gang Foreman, uLacier, was effective

April 4. He departed April 5 for that area.

Claude Vi; McClaln entered on duty ;^pril 5 as Park Hanger,

GS-5 by Indefinite Appointraent, He v/as pr^eviously enployed as Park

Ranger for the Corps of Engineers at fiarlaji County Hoser'/oir at

Republic^m City, Nebraska,

Mrs, Alice B, I'^orphy, Clerk-Stenographer, G3-4 in the

Personnel and File Office, resigned at the dose of April 9.

Mrs, 1'fe.rgaret li, Acr^e arrived April 20 to enter on duty by

Indefinite Appointment the following day as Clerk-Staiographer, G;j-4,

vice Alice B, JairprQr,

James C. !'!ardis received Indefinite Appointment April 26

to the position of Property and Supply Clerk, Gr3-4.

U
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Herman Engelsaan, Guard, CPC~4^ resigned, at the close of
April 16,

Eoyal E. Grover, Operator Ck^ner-al (l^bbils Pov/er L(2iiipoient )

,

returned to duty from furlough April 15*

Tne folloi'dng seasonal employees vmre appointed durijig April?
Mrs, J^ari© A, Pieraon and Mrs. DorotPy L, Hsi'ne, Clerk-Otenogruihers,
Gr>-3, April 6 and 8, respectively^ Mi'b, Viola B, rioyiance, Clork-
1*ypi£5t, G-i^3> in the storehouse, April 13; Jo\m .•.;. Voss -md Orville
F, Drennan, Storekeepers (Gcneral)^^ 03-3, April 7 >;5iid 26, respectively.

Selections ifere ra-.de of ssasoixsl Park li^Ji^jers and Hanger
Naturalists from the refjisters furnished by the Reg5.oo Tw> 'Board of
U, 3, Civil Service Jixaminers, Regional Office, Omalia., Nebraska, in
accordance with procedure established this season, and additional
registers were requested to complete selection in these positions.

As rO'quired effective this season, the Local Board of
Civil Service lixardncrs for Yellov/stone Mational P^irk is now rating
applications and msJcing selection for all Ge<isonal wage boar^d positions
In the park with the e ception of laborers, laborer-leaduien, cooks and
cooks helpers,

I'll scellaneous . I^e regular nionthly meeting of Federal
Employees Union Ho. 465 vj^is held in the Caiteen .^vpril 5«

On April 12 the regular laonthly meeting of the ikiericiin

Federation of Govemm^^t Employees x-^s held ijn the Grunteen,

Edimmd B, Sogers
Superintendent

In duplicate

Copy to Eegioii Two

File (2)

cc
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