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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Yellowstone National ark
Yellowstone Park, VHycsaing

Report 1ml

Office of the Superintendent

WliATHER*

Summary of -the July I9I+9 Monthly Narrative Report for
YSLLO ISfCKS NATI0NA1. PARK

Dry. High fire danger. Mammoth maximum 89°,
minimum 33°. Snowfall.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

INSPECTIONS:

2!!J£

1

Rogers to Bozeman, Johnston to Ft. Peok meeting,
Mattson to Glacier. C. S« exams held. Park
Rangor exam closed; 52 to take exam August 15.

Burglary at Yfest Yellowstone station. Y. P. Co.
bus accidentj 1 killed, 13 hospitalized. Death
of hoy from fall in hot pool.

C. T. Wright, Supt. LCcLaughlin, Paul Judge,
Harvey G. McAndrews, Lawrence C. Merriam, Carl P.
Odgers, C. D. Monteith, Lowell Adams, Maynard
Barrows, Carl Swartzlow, Marlow Glenn, Slmore
Miitehurst, F. A. Mason, Lloyd R. Hamelli, Winston
3. Banko & J. W. Mueller, in.

IK-S3K7IC3 TRAINING ? News letter. Naturalist Division activities
reviewed. Movie on fire fighting.

PUBLICITY:

COMPLAINTS i

PLANS, MAPS AND

MAINTENANCE:

Stories re. heart attack death, travel, West Gate
robbery, bus accident and death of woman, death
of hot pool victim, to presses. Travel figures
to mailing list. 2

Supply 19!$ broadsides received. New Haynes Guide. 3

i<. letters of complaint received. 3

Sn^ineer Mueller, BPR, in re. road inventory report.
Fiold surveys O.P. campground. Investigation on
Thumb water system. Mattson on Thumb area plans. 3

Month dry and hot. Patching, reprocessing, guard
rail, bridge repair, footpaths. Roads fairly good
condition. Red Lodge road closed by snow. 3

Bituminous work at F.B. Bituminous tanks placed.
Crews listed. h
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CONCESSIONERS i

R3LIGI0TJS SOTICI3S
KWb CHJtfgL W^ i

IOTSRPRaTIVB S5R-
viea t

KUS3DM ACTIVITIES

RESEARCH AND 0B-

hatubal history
" " ASSOttAHWt'

ISCR3AS8 €R DSCRS&S]
" w TMvm:»

**

Strong Co. working at Canyon. £iewit Co.
ohip sealing project completed. Work other
projects listed. 4

KoAndrews, USH35, inspected food-handling
establishments} reports typed. Sb favorable
applications for swimming pool contract.

Accomodations inadequate. Inorease in revenue. "j

Regular Catholic, Latter Day Saints and
Protestant services held. 5

All activities well attended. Special talks
by permanent naturalists and talk by Ecwrski.

ICuseum attendance exceedingly high.* Prepara-
tion of texts for signs. Mammoth Amphitheater
improved.

Study of visitation at Willow Park Beaver
Exhibit

.

Tfeter ousels and trumpeter swans observed and
photographed. Muskrat killed hy swan.
Struggle between osprey and sea gull over fish.
Trip to Molly Island to -observe and band birds.

Fish tags found on Island. "Maggie & Jiggs"
geysers erupt. Fewer porcupines seen.
Replogle research on Bannock Trail. Areac
cheeked for radioactivity. 7

Samuel Beal»s book The Story of Han in Yeilow-

stone on sale. Large sale ofTooks .""""krs

.

itagner, Librarian, left. YLMA purchased Ctaega

DII enlarger and l6raa Bell & Howell editor,
aditor also sent Custer B9f. lfeture Iotg_s

dummy completed. 8

386,378 enter in July compared to 33&»&& in
July 19*48, 16*2$ gain. Season to date 6^0,027
compared to 554»998 last year, 15*3f£ gain.

VISITORS Two Outdoors [Sditors groups "by Pacific Horthwest
Travel Assn. included Hw/ard Net&e, Mrs. Janet
Shattuok, llancy Ford, Lucia Lewis, Cpal Croekett,
Leavitt P. Morris, Josie May Thompson, Harry Smith,

Dacni Dobel, Leonard R. Barnes, Abe Lincoln,
Charles ^Mftamr and Alice Musholt. 8

f«Uow«sw« R2k, WiOBfflEtf
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RANG3R SSHVICSi
' '

WILDLIFE AND FISH

PISH!

FC&SST FIRS PRO-

TSCKTSff:

BLISTBR RUST CONTROL:
»iiii « !! ii

»

'

WOOD CUTTING*

Perry Brown, warren H. Atherton, Sari Trager, Br*
Charles H. V«ktkins, Don Borg, Mrs. Cornelius
Vanderbilt uliitney, Hiillp Gas son, David H.
Fiainhouse.

Pinch to Big Hole, vjykert son returned
from Teton beetle control. Skinner & Fineh
accompanied Merriam & Rogers on Thorofare inspec-
tion. Other activities listed.

Black "bears along roads. 12 property damages,
15 injuries. 6 blacks & 6 grizzlies destroyed
as dangerous

.

Pishing good. Limit helpful j patrols needed.
Pish plantings tabulated

•

Page

9

9

10

TRAILS?

18 Class A & 1 B fire, Danger high end of month.
Fire organization lists. Training. Pro-suppression
crew on telephone mintenance, etc. Truck to Hfest- 10

Mt. mshburn project progressing. Inspection and
scouting done. Crew on wood cutting few days. 10

Inspection Canyon-Norris aroaj good job. Lew
River area inspected and satisfactory. 11

Crew on trails, bridges etc. various areas. 11

BUILDING FIRg PRO-

ACCIDiSNTS A1H3 PUBLIC

LA? ?rr^ :; taSRt

Building fire hazard inspection completed and
reports prepared. Fire caused "ay refrigerator
at Northeast ifotrance. 11

79 motor vehicle accidents , 1 resulting in
fatality. 139 injuries reported on Forms IG-ifO^.

Bus accident death of Mrs. Frederick Rettemeyer
and hot pool death of Robert Kasik. 11

67 oases tried; others investigated. 12

ESXE81 Sandra Lynn Olson, William gverett Krisr, Jannine
Anne Carlson. 12

D.3ATHS

:

PSRSOHESLt

David A. Awards, heart attack? Mrs. Gertrude
Rcttemseyer, bus accident } Robert fasik, hot
pool victim. 12

Milton J. Shlpman eod Storekeeper (Gen.) CAP-3i
resigned. Thomas J. sooerville, Jr. eod Fiscal
Accounting Clerk CAF-I4. hy transfer from P. 0. fiept*

Sfchel L. McDanal, Clerk-Steno. CAP-I4. resigned. 12

Ui
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_ Report 2ml
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Yellowstone National Park
Yellowstone Park, v<yoming

)ffice of the Superintendent
August 9, 19^9

MBMCRARDDM for the Director

Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone National
Park during the month of July 19^9 •

Heathe

r

Conditions . The weather was characterised by unusual
dryness. The t otaT" pro cipifation at Mammoth was 0.50" as compared to the
July mean of 1.29" and title O.96" average for the previous five years. The
lack of moisture was reflected in the rapid rise of the fire danger rating
after the 15th of the month. The maximum temperature of 39 degrees was
recorded on the JOth and 31st and compares closely with the previous five-
j/ear average of B7»h degrees. The minimum temperature of 33 degrees was
recorded on the 21st and was below the previous five-year average of 39
degrees. This unusually low minimum was caused by conditions which pro-
duced snowfall over r.ost of the central and southern portions of the park.

Special Activities . Superintendent Rogers made two trips to
Boeeman during month on July 1^. and 16 in connection with his study on the
legislative history of the park. The rest of the month was spent in the
park.

Assistant Superintendent Johnston left on July 17 for Port Peck,

Montana, to attend a meeting of the Montana Advisory Council on Outdoor
Recreation. He returned on the 20th.

Resident Landscape Architect Mattson loft for Glacier Park on

July 21 to assist with matters affecting that area and expected to return
August 3.

The Local Civil Service Board held an examination for Substitute
Postal Clerk on July 1 in which there were nine competitors. Mr. Proper
conducted the examination. He also held an examination for Storekeeper
on July 15 in which there were ten competitors, a Telephone Operator
examination on July 18 in which there w©re nine competitors and he and
Mr. Joffe held an examination for Stenographer-Typist on July 30 in which
there were three competitors.

The closing date for the receipt of applications for the Park
Ranger examination was July 21. Advice was received that the examination
was to be held on August 15 and fifty-two competitors were scheduled to
take the examination in tiie park.
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The park suffered its first big burglary on the night of July k
or early morning of «*uly 5 when the West Yellowstone checking station was
entered by unknown persons, the safe broken into and some |9,^0, thirteen
books of park permits and three revolvers stolen, The burglars had not been
apprehended by the end of the nonth but the ease was being handled bj the
P.B.I.

The first serious accident for many years involving Yellowstone
Park Company buses occurred at Gibbon Meadows on July 12. (fee porson, Mrs.
Gertrude Rettenmeyor, 52 $ of Keridan, Connecticut, was killed and thirteen
persons were hospitalised.

On the evening of July 14 Robert Kasik, age 5» «£ Berwyn, Illinois,
fell in a hot pool in the rear of the ibst Thumb Cafeteria and died the
following day from burns received.

Ins pections . C. T. Wright, Sanitary gngineor, U* . Public Health
Servioe, D&nr&r, in south July 1, out l±. Superintendent Mclaughlin and
Chief Sanger Paul Judge, Grand Teton Sational Park, in and out south July 12.
Harvey G. MeAndrewg, Sanitary Engineer, U. 3. Public Health Service, Denver,
in north July 15, out 26. Regional Director Lawrence 0. Kerriam, Region
Two, in west July 18, out west 2*?. Carl P. Gdgers, U. S. Coast and Geodetic
Survey, in July 18. C. D. Monteith, Chief, Slectrical Division, National
Park Service, 'Washington D. C, in July 21, out 3^» Lowell Adams, Fish and
Midlife Service, Missoula, Montana, in July JO. Maynard Barrows, forester,
Region Two, in July Jl. Carl Swarttlow, Regional Haturalist, Region Two,
in July 51 • Marlow Glenn, Fiscal Accountant and Auditor, who arrived in
the park June 14, departed July 6. glmore Ihitehurst, Assistant Director,
Administrative Office, U. S. Courts, Vashington, D. C, in July 10, out 12.

P. A. Mason, Associate Chief, Branch of Buildings and Utilities, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Washington, D* C, in July 17. Lloyd . olli, Refuge
Manager, and Winston S. Banko, Assistant Refuge Manager, led Rock Refuge,
Fish and midlife Servioe, in July 26. J. ueller, meer, Bureau of
Public Roads, Denver, in July 19, out 2i *

In-Servi ce Training . The regular Yellowstone Hews Letter was
published weekly and sent to employees and concessioners.

The Katuralist Division activities were audi,.ted and reviewed by
the permanent naturalists and constructive criticism given to seasonal
personnel. This served as training for them.

The Chief lark Katuralist presented an in-service training movie
to firefighting crews at the Lake Ranger Station on the morning of July 15«

Publioity . Stories regarding the death of Davii: , dwards who
died on July k and on park travel were phoned the Associated Press and
United Press and telesraphed the International ?fews. A story regarding the
Hest Yellowstone robbery was sent out on July 5* the comparative travel

2
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figures for June were sent to the park calling list on July 5« A story on
the Gibbon Meadows bus -truck accident was released to the various news
agencies on July 12, and the story of -&ae death by scalding of Robert Kasik,
5. of Berwyn, Illinois, was released July 15.

The first supply of 19U9 broadsides was received July 9. By <she

end of the month a total of seventy-four cartons of broadsides was reoeived
in four shipments on July >', 15, 19 and 3°» The oartons were of different
sizes and contents varied so it had not been possible to make an accurate
check of the number received by the <md of the month.

The new 19^9 Haynes Guide was received by Haynes, Inc. on July 11.

Complaints . Four letters of oomplaint were received during the
month of July, as follows: condition of cabins* unauthorized change in
hours for cabin retention! boating regulations; and condition of cabins,
quality and price of hotel meals, and alleged fraudulent sale of ring.

Plans , Map3 and Surveys . Snginoer J. V. Mueller of the Bureau
of Public Heads, Denver, was in the park during the week of July 19 to 2J4.

going over road data for preparation of the road inventory report* Both
primary and secondary road reports were completed as fast as data was
available.

Field surveys were continued on the sewer, water and power
systems for the Old Faithful campground, most of the field work being com-
pleted.

Some investigation was done on the proposed water system for
the new development at West Thumb.

Resident Landscape Architect Mattson spent the greater part of his
office time on layout plans of the commercial area of the $est Thumb lake
Shore area and some work 011 the Yellowstone Trail System plan and minor work
for Grand Teton.

Maintenance . The month was quite dry and hot and most of the
road crews wore busy at patching* Roads in general are in fairly good con-
dition compared with two years ago. Special crows are working on reprocess-
ing, guard rail and bridge repair. Approximately two miles on the §&st

iSntrance road has been processed as well as 3/^4- mil© on the Red Lodge road,
2 milos on the South Forest road and l| miles on the Gallatin road,
special crew has been working on repair of footpaths the entire month.

The Red Lod{;e road was closed by drifting snow the night of
July 20. The snow was from throe to four inches deep but high winds caused
drifts of from three to four feet in depth. The road was soon plowed out
and opened to traffic early the neat morning.

.'-•
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A bituminous dust coat was given the roads in the Fishing Bridge
Campground area and a light bitusiinous xaat placed in the Fishing Bridge
cabin area*

Six of the park f s bituminous storage tanks have been placed and
will bo put in operation shortly.

During the month maintenance camps were in operation at Jtaaaoth,
Madison, Thumb, South Forest, Lake, i3ast Entrance, Canyon, Tower Falls,
Gallatin, Bortheast Entrance, Beartooth and Rmtk Croek, together with three
special crews, employing 127 men. Several men from different crews have
spent short periods on firefighting. Traffic has been exceedingly heavy,
making maintenance operations difficult and slow. Besides "Men 7?orkingr!

signs and warning it is quite often necessary to use flagmen to protect the
men working.

Mew Construoti on . 3trong Company, contractors on the Canyon
Project 1F-5, G-£j, got in full swing about the first of the month, concen-
trating most of their efforts on the through cut near the west end of the
job near Chittenden Bridge. JJost of this material had to be wasted. Some
olearing and brush burning was don® on spur to government utility area.
Most of the parts for the crusher had been moved in. Work seems to be
progressing a little slow.

Peter Eiewit Sons' Company, contractor on the chip sealing job,
Itamotfo to Firehole Cascades, completed their work on July JO. The work
appeared to be first-class, the only objection being that some sections
bled quite seriously and the pavement is very dark. Final inspection is to
be made August 2.

Some table and seat logs have been treated with Pentachlorophenol

,

Account I4.7O, Campground Extension, Fishing Bridge and Old Faithful, and very
good renetration was made. Additional material for the comfort stations
has been ordered under Account :;71# tJtilities, Tables, Fireplaces and
Comfort Stations, Old Faithful. Surveys, plans and drawings were completed
and submitted for approval under Account 5$3 » Campground Heads, Old Faithful.
The widening of the South Entrance to checking station, Account 513* Minor
"Road Construction, is complete except for chip sealing and striping, the
work all being done by Park Service forces.

•

Concessioners . Mr. Harvey G. McAndrews, Sanitary Engineer, IF. S.

Public Health Service, Denver, Colorado, was in the park from July 13 to 26
making inspections of the various food-handling e stablishments in the park.
Reports covering, these inspections were made in draft form hy Mr. McAndrews
prior to his departure. These reports are being typed as time permits and
copies will be sent to all of the concessioners concerned early in August.

Bfo favorable applications were received in response to the press
release sent out on June 15 to the park»s mailing list advising of the
expiration of the Old Faithful swimming pool contract and inviting applica-
tions for construction and operation of a new pool.
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y&th an average of 12,1+60. persons entering the park each day
during the month of July and -with a maximum of 7*800 aceonsnodations being
available in the hotels, lodges and tourist cabins, it was not possible to
accommodate all of the persons seeking accommodations in the park and many
visitors had to sleep in their cars or leave the park to seek accomodations
outside. The lodges and tourist cabins at each location are the first
aooommodationa to be filled but on some nights the higher priced hotel rooms
•were not all used. All concessioners reported an increase in revenues over
the previous July.

Religious Services and Chapel Use. The regular Catholic, Latter Day
Saints aridTVotestanfe services were conducted at Old Faithful, Lake, Canyon
and Mammoth at the regular hours scheduled for these services. All wre -swell

attended by park visitors.

Interpretive Services * The regular program of walks, talks and
caravans, as well as the museum activities, ware in effect throughout the
entire month. These activities were all well attended.

Permanent park naturalists Condon, Alcorn and v^atson have presented
talks at the various loop stations throughout the month and a total of 12
talks have been given by these three men as part of the interpretive program.
In addition to this District Park Ranger Frank Kowski at Old Faithful gave
a very interesting talk in the amphitheater there*

Museum Activities and iSxhlbits * All field ©schifoits wre available
for publio use during the month, and all museums were kept open daily for the
prescribed time as set up in the sohedule of activities. Museum attendance
at all museums has been exceedingly high and the museums have been crowded
to capacity. As a matter of fact on occasions they are virtually bulging
with -the number of visitors inside of then. The Mammoth museum and the
Madison museum have been so filled at times that people had to wait their
turn to get in to examine the exhibits and hear the museum talks.

Considerable time was given over by the Chief Park Baturalist to
the preparation of text for the informational and place names signs which
are needed to replace damaged and obsolete signs and also to properly label
unsigned features.

The Mammoth amphitheater was fixed up considerably on July 15 'when

the projector house was moved to a new location and rewired, sane new logs
put in idle amphitheater to replace rotted ones, a new campfire pit constructed
and the campfire wood box placed behind the screen out of sight.

Pwesearch and Observation. A study was made by Park naturalist
Alcorn on the use "of the Beaver sbchibit at Willow Park on July II4.. Tabulated
statistics on the use -of this exhibit revealed that hj$ of the automobiles
from the north stopped and studied the exhibit -while only 12# of those from
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the south made use of it. The observations made at this exhibit reveal
that a large number of the park visitors stop and study the material
presented here.

On July 26 Park Naturalist Aloorn and Park Naturalist Watson spent
same time observing water ouzels caring for their young at a nest site on
the Gardiner River* These birds were photographed both in still and motion
pictures and a number of interesting notes made on the life habits of the
birds. Details on these observations will be prepared in Mature Motes form
by these naturalists.

Trumpeter swan observations were made and pictures obtained by
Park Naturalist ffatson at Grebe Lake on July 23. The swan family on Grebe
Lais© consists of 2 adults and 5 cygnets, 3 of which are grey and 2 white.
One of the unusual things seen by Mr. 'flatson was the killing of a muskrat
by one of the adult swan* The dead muskrat was brought to the headquarters
museum and examined for injuries. It was found to have been severely bruised
on the back of the neck and the blows received here from the bill of the
swan were undoubtadly responsible for its death. On this same occasion
Park Ifaturalist VSatson made another very interesting observation of the
relationship between osprey and California sea gull. Mr. 7/atson saw th©
osprey catch a large fish from Srebe Lake and start to fly off with it when
the California sea gull flew in beneath the osprey, grasped the fish in its

bill and attempted to steal it. There was a general tug of war ensued
between the two birds and considerable commotion, with the pair of them
losing altitude in the struggle. Finally the sea gull gave up and the
osprey flew off with its prey, but not without having had some exciting
moments.

On July 9 & trip was made to the Molly Islands for the purpose
of examining the bird rookeries there and to band pelicans, cormorants,
gulls and terns so that their migrations might be traced in the future. A
special ore%? of park ranger naturalists was organised and taken down to the
islands. The naturalists taken were s George » :*ler, Clarence C. Alleman,
Wayne Seplogle, John S. Beaton, W. Yerde Y<fatson, Mildred .Srioson, KsPJioth

Diem and Chief Park Haturalist Condon. Photographer Franz Lipp md a
couple of other guests accompanied the party. Two hundred whit© pelicans
were banded and band numbers i.jB-877001 through liS-O77200 were used. &ine
double -crested cormorants were banded and band numbers l0j-^(y5§l thro:.

1498-36509 wore used. Three Caspian terns were banded and band numbers k95"
17^02 through ij.95-17^4- 'were used. Sinety-seven California gulls were
banded with band numbers 495-17^-05 through U95~175°0 and band number h$&~
171*01. A total of 309 birds were banded.

This year there was a h<3&.vy concentration of pelicans on the
rocky island, more than has ever been observed there in recent years and
fewer cormorants nested on both islands than has been observed in recent

6
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years. There wore 17 cormorant nests observed on the rocky island and an
estimated 37 young birds. It is estimated that there -were about ISO young
pelicans on the rocky island and about 75 on the sandy island. There appeared
to be about JO terns in the tern colony and in the neighborhood of only 15
youn£ birds. There were hundreds of California sea gulls and quite a number
of ring bill gulls. Pelicans and 3 nests of eormorants were observed nesting
on the sandy island. One young tern regurgitated a fciger salamander and
Caspian terns wore observed bringing in small fish to feed their young. The
interior of the pouches of the young pelicans were infested with a louse-
like parasite. A number of the plastic tags which had been placed in fish
by the Pish and Wildlife Service at their fish traps on the north and south
sides of the lake were found on the islands. Chief Park laturalist Condon
also found part of an Indian obsidian knife. It is planned to again visit
these islands in early September and make a oheck on the possible mortality
of the birds tagged and also on the number of fish tags which can be found
there.

In the Itest Thumb thermal area the Twin Geysers which are known
as "Maggie and Ji£gs r1 have been erupting again with considerable frequency
and violence. It is estimated that at times eruptions have reached the
maximua height of 80 feet and considerable debris has been thrown from the
geyser vents. Much of this consists of stratified sedimentary rocks with
the appearance of having been deposited in lakes. At times the volume of

water thrown from these geysers has flooded the West Thumb walk areas and
their display has proved to be of pronounced interest to the visitors in that
vicinity.

The number of poroupines which are seen in the avenings along the
road this season seem to be less "than in previous years, for last year on
many occasions more than 20 animals were seen at night when returning to park
headquarters, and on July 13 of this year the maximum number seen so far this
season was counted and that consisted of 11 animals between Canyon and Mammoth.

Park Banger Naturalist ^feyn© is continued his study and
research on the old Bannock Indian trail throughout the month. He again
traveled the country from west of the park up to and over the Gallatin
Mountains during the period July 16, 17 and 18. Mr. Replogle lias gathered
enough information to begin preparation of written saaterials and expects to
submit somethinr concrete within the next month.

On July 31 Chief Park I&turalist Condon in company with Superin-
tendent Qdmund B. Sogers, Dr. Johnston of Montana State College and Mr. Jack
S. Haynes took Ceiger counters and visited the Calcite Springs area with the
thoaght that there might be an indication of radioactivitifr there. It was
found that this area did not give a positive reaction. Mr. Condon and Br.
Johnston continued on to the thermal area at the base of the falls in the
Grant Canyon at the end of uncle Toel*s Trail. They tested that area, tested
the Solfatara area on i&e Solfatara Plateau, the Obsidian Cliff and i&e

Mammoth Hot Springs terraces. At none of these areas did they find any pro-
nounced indication of radioactivity, although Obsidian Cliff did record the
highest rate of discharge for any of fee areas visited and ratings of 110 to
120 were obtained at the Cliff.
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UaturaX History Association . Park Ranger Naturalist Samuel :
*

Beal's book, The^sFory or fan in leilcwstone, ims received by the Yellowstooa
Library and Museum A'ssocTatiozTToF resale on July 2k* This book ms placed
on sale at the information desks at a retain priee of $5. Chittenden's
Yellowstone National Park , Cubby in Wonderland , Piney Bear, Jackson's Picture
Maker of the uid West , Yellowstone ;

" T7^ "ffnderworid by t?T Kax Bauer and cfTT"

Ran£er~TTave all sold so well at Information desks that additional stocks "57

these publications had to be ordered.

Hrs» Frank H&gner, a librarian who has been hired by the Yellowstone
Library and Museum Association, resigned her job on July 30. Mrs. /mgner,
-raho works as a librarian at Salt Lake City schools during the winter months
decided that she needed to have a rest. Plans have been made for the hiring
of a new librarian to carry on the work into September.

The Yellowstone Library and Museum Association purchased for use

in the park a new Omega DII enlarger with attachments. This ©nlarger will
handle negatives of h x 5 sI*o and smaller. It was received during the month
and installed in th© darkroom. Tho association also purchased a l6ssa Bell
and Howell film motion editor for use at the park headquarters for editing
16am novio film. This piece of equipment was received and is now being used
when oocasi on demands.

The Association sent to Custer Battlefield national Monument a 16am
Bell and Howell editor and splicer for use at that area*

The dummy for the Yellowstone Nature Motes was completed and it is

anticipated that it will be in the mail ©arly in the month of August.

Increase or Decrease in Travel . A total of 386,3TB people entered
the park as camparecT'to 332,oll±~d~uring July in I9I46, which Is a gain of l6.2>£.

The total travel for the season on July 3- ms £40,027 as compared to 35h$¥2&
in IS&jB, which is a gain of 15«3$» 231® North Bntrance showed the greatest
gain of S7«3^» followed by Northeast Entrance with 23.0$ and South ijntrance

with 19.6^. A new record for a single day's entry "was set on July 3 ishen

20,01)6 persons entered the park. The previous record was set on July ki 1^+7*
with 17,106 visitors. For the 3~days holiday, July 2, 3 and 4, a total of
ii9»472 persons visited the park as against the previous 3~day record of July
3, k and 5» 19^ f when hg> t 5kk persons entered.

Visitors . A group of Outdoor Editors representing several news-
papers was brought into the park via the northeast entrance July 12 by the
Pacific Korthiffest Travel Association and left via the west gate on th© lltth.

The party ineluded Howard Noble, South Bend, Indiana, Tribune? Mrs. Janet
Shattuck, Automobile Club of Minneapolis ; Nancy Ford, Chicago Journal of
Commerce j Lucia Lewis, Travel Show 3xpert and Free Lance Publicity «friterj

Miss Opal Crockett, Indianapolis Times j Leavitt F. Morris, Christian Science
Monitor, Boston, Massachusetts. A second, party sponsored by Pacific Northwest

8



. II

-

... .

_
.

- •
•

:

'



Travel Association entered on July 22 and left the 23 rd. The party included
Josia May Thompson, Das Moines Register; Harry Smith, Cleveland Plain Dealer

j

IJaomi Dobel, Cedar Rapids Gazettej Leonard R« 3arne3, Detroit Motor Iwjwsj
Abe Lincoln, Chicago Herald-Americanj Charles ?$a.goner, Detroit Times \ and
Alice Musholt, Chicago Tribune.

Perry Broun, Rational Commander, American Legion, in south July
13, out east 13, ;mrren H. Atherton, former national Commander, in south
July 17, out north 18. Sari Trager, former Assistant Chief naturalist,
national Park Service, in July 17. Dr. Charles S* Watkins, Mayo Clinic, and
seasonal ranger during seasons of 1919 # 1920 and 1921, in July 22. Don Borg,
newspaper Publisher, Bergen County, Hew Jersey, in July 29. Mrs. Cornelius
Vanderbilt "Whitney, wife of Secretary of Commerce, in July 5. Hiilip Casson,
Personal Secretary of British Ambassador Sir Oliver Frank, in south July 8.
David H. "ftiainhouse, Associate Chief, Division of United nations Political
Affairs, Department of State, Washington, D* C, in south July 20,

Banger Service . Seasonal Hanger Leverett Hubbard reported for
duty on July 1 and was assigned to the Swrt ahtranoe. Assistant Chief
Ranger Breynton Finch made a trip to Big Hole Battlefield national Monument
on July 7 for inspection purposes and to bring back two laborers to Yellow-
stone Park, He returned on July 8. Park .Ranger Paul $ykert and seasonal
Ranger Jktaos Thompson returned to the park on the 9*b after completing their
assignment in Grand Teton national Park on pine beetle control work. Chief
Ranger Curtis Skinner and Assistant Chief Ranger Breynton Pinch accompanied
Regional Director Lawrence C. Merriam and Superintendent Sdmund B. Rogers on
an inspection trip by horseback through the Thorofare country of the Lake
District on the 19th, 20th and 21st.

With the return of rangers .^ykert and Thompson from Grand Teton
national Park on the 9*b, all hands were on duty during the reminder of
the month. The ever -increasing load upon the protection division necessi-
tated the continuance of voluntary overtime contributions by all members of
the division. All highway patrol cars were in operation and all raambers of
the division have cooperated in an effort to maintain adequate enforcement
measures commensurate with the increasing travel load. Field work has con-
sisted of trail and telephone laaintenance, forest fire control, fish plaating,
accident investigation and field inspection trips.

midlife and Fish Cultural Activities. BEARS, numerous black
bears continued to frequent the park roads ishere they caused serious traffic
congestion but afforded much enjoyment for park visitors. Repeated p^og^rty
damages by bears in the Canyon district required removal of the offending
animals and the continued visits of grizzly bears, during the night hours,
to the Fishing Bridge campground demanded similar action. On® two-year-old
female grizzly which began approaching visitors* automobiles on the road
four miles east of Old Faithful was destroyed as her actions were definitely
vicious and a hazard to visitors 1 safety was evident. Bear incidents for
the month of July are as follows: reports of property damage by bears, 12 s
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personal injuries caused by bears, 15; bears destroyed as control measures,
12 (inoludes 6 grisaly bears) j bears trapped and removed to more isolated
parts of the park, 18

•

PISH. Receding and clearing park streams afforded good to excellent
fishing during July. The section of the Yellowstone Hirer between Fishing
Bridge and the Upper Palls at Canyon opened on July 1 and yielded limit
catches to most fishermen. Vigorous enforcement of the regulation closing
the Yellowstone Cascades proved to be a highly desirable and effective con-
servation measure. Iftiile enfore«H»nt of fishing regulations has shown marked
improvement in most respects this season, more frequent patrols of park waters
and complete checks of anglers* catches are needed to protect fish resources
from greedy persons who will respect only regulations which are rigidly en-
forced.

Pish planted in park waters during the month are tabulated below:

Haters Stocked

Gallatin River
Mammoth Beaver Ponds

Gardiner River
Gardiner River ,f£

Slough Creek
Lamar River
Gardiner River

,
1

Blacktail Deer Creek
Obsidian Creek
Hoodoo Lake

8pe«ilM

Rainbow Trout
ft H

rt «

H «

Blackspotted Trout
Tf It

Loch Leven Trout
Eastern Brook Trout

h k ;j

» « t.

gift*

20,000
,000

10,000
20,000
20,034
2Q,Q$h
9,hl2
10,000
5,000
3,ooo

Sourc s

gnnis
migrant

rent

migrant
Baigrant

rant
migrant
migrant

'::
.

Forest Fire Protection . iSighteen Class A fires and one Class B
fire were reported during July. Pire danger for the park was average or low
during the first half of the month but between the 15th and 3^st the park
average was high or very high, reaching a peak of 59 on July JO. The large
fire organisation units -sere completely filled by July 6 and lists of these
units were distributed. Initial fire training of all seasonal personnel
including road crews and blister rust crews was completed by the middle of
the month.

The pre-ouppression crew completed maintenance work on the Ht.
Sheridan telephone line on July f and was moved to the Ht. Holmes area to do
the necessary maintenance work on the line to the Mt. Holmes lookout. Work
on Kt. Holmes was finished by July 21 and the rest of the month was spent
testing and repacking fire hose. The fir© truck was taken to West Yellowstone
on July 6«

Blister Rust Control . The blister rust control operation in the
Mt, mshburn" area progressed -7&ry well during the month. Initial work in this
area was well ahead of schedule and it is hoped considerable re-work in the
19ij6 area can be accomplished this season. A total of 470 acres wre initially

10
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worked during July and 11^4,200 Ribes eradicated requiring 82l\. man-days work.
1,^429 gallons of chemical were used on the project during the month. A
field inspection of the blister rust control project mc sad© July 12. Other
scouting trips were made by Assistant Chief Ranger Chapman with Mr. C. H.
Chapman of the Purple Mountain and Electric Peak areas on July 25, 26 and 27.

The blister rust crow consumed a total of 23 man-days on wood-
cutting in the Canyon area. The wood is for general use by all government
agencies in the Canyon area.

Wood Cutting . Inspection of the Canyon-ilorris wood cutting area was
rmde on July U. The contractor is doing a very good job wilh. a minimum of
damage to the standing trees and ground cover. Frequent inspections have
been made of the Lewis stiver cutting area and operations are satisfactory.

Trails . A trail foreman and crow of three men began work in the
Old Faithful area on July 11. They first repaired the bridge over the 5l re-
hole River in Biscuit Basin and another bridge on -the Mallard Lake Trail and
then set up a camp near Lone Star. At the end of the month they had repaired
the bridge and put in drainage across the first swamp and worked the entire
trail to the spring near Shoshone Meadows. 209 nan-days -saare spent during
the month on trails in the Bechler River, Old Faithful, Lamar. Snake River
and T#st Yellowstone areas*

Building Fire Protection . The annual building fire haaard inspec-
tions were conpltrEeaTTn al 1 buildings in the park and the written reports
prepared •

On July 9 the kerosene refrigerator at the old ranger station,
Building Ho. 253 > at the JJortheast l&itrance caught fire from some unknown
cause. About 15 square feet of the wooden porch floor and an equal area of
log siding were scorched.

Accidents and Public Safety. Reports of 79 motor vehicle accidents
wsre received during"liihV month including 39 Class A, 39 Class B and on© Class
C. The Class C accident, which involved busses operated hy the Yellowstone
Park Company, a Pater Kiewit and Sons semi-trailer distributor and a private
automobile and resulted in the fatal injury of one person, was the first of
this elass in three seasons. Seventeen of the Class B accidents resulted in
personal injuries but most of these were not of a serious nature. Government

-

owned vehicles -sere involved in three minor accidents which did not result In
the injury of any persons.

Personal injury reports, submitted on Form IOW4O3, received during
the month totaled 139* Thirteen of these reports covered injuries to employees
of the national Park Service. On July 12, Mrs. Frederick Rettonmeysr, age
52, Bieridan, Connecticut, was caught under an overturned Yellowstone Park
Company bus and died immediately as a result of a skull fracture. On July 1*4.,

Robert Easik, age 5, Berwyn, Illinois, slipped and fell into a small hot pool
near the **sb Thumb cafeteria. He died a few hours later, at tho Mammoth
Hospital, of third degree burns.

11
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law snforceiaent . 3l:xty-seven law enforcement cases were presented
before the~TT7 S. Commissioner during the month with a total of $1593 #00 in
finos assessed against violators. Ihrre were twenty-five cases of speeding,
seven drunken driving cases, five reckless driving cases, two speeding and
reckless driving oases, three oases of operating a vehicle off a designated
road-way, eighteen fishing violations, one theft case, one case of defacement
of natural features, one case of private advertising and an excessive number
of fish, and one case of drunk and disorderly conduct with drunken driving.
Two auto theft cases and one grand laroeny case were hound over to the U. S.

District Court in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Other cases investigated during the
month included fifteen cases of theft, two cases of burglary and on© case
of vandalism.

Births . Sandra Lynn Olson, premature baby girl, born to Mr. and
Mrs. Leonard Olson of Moscow, Idaho, while they were visiting in the park
on July 3.

A son, named V&lliam Sverett, born to Mr. and Mrs* Everett F.

Irier, Glendive, Montana at the Mammoth Hospital July 17. Mr. Erier is

employed as a national Park Service seasonal truck driver.

A daughter, Jannine Anne, born to Br. and Mrs. Horman Carlson at
the Mammoth Hospital July 20. v

^r. Carlson is the resident physician of the
park.

Deaths. David A. aidwards, ^6, Lubboek, Texas, died of a heart
attack while heTping drag a boat through the channel from Lewis to Shoshone
Lakes on July I4..

Mrs. Gertrude Rettenmeyer, 52, Meridan, Connecticut, died due to
injuries received in an automobile-bus-truok accident which occurred at
Gibbon Meadows July 12.

Robert Kasik, 5> Berwyn, Illinois, died July 15 as a result of
burns received from falling in hot pool in rear of Vfest Thumb cafeteria on
the evening of July lit..

Personnel . Milton J. Shipman entered on duty as Storekeeper
(General) CAF-3 July 5» &* resigned at the close of business July 29 due
to illness.

Thomas J. Somerville, Jr., entered on duty as Fiscal Accounting
Clerk, CAF-k by transfer from the Post Office Department, Gardiner, Montana,
effective July 7.

Ethel L. McDanal, Clerk Stenographer, CAP-u resigned July 29 due
to illness.

Edmund. B. "Rogers

cc s Region Two, in quintuple. Superintendent

Files (2) \/
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