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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO.

of the August I948 Monthly Sterrative Report for
TBLLOWSfOB^ BATIOBAL PARX

Above normal temperatures and precipitation at
Mammoth. Maximum 86°, minimum 33°. High fire
danger last of month.

Superintendent to Teton with Oliver Taylors and
Marshall Joneses on 6th. Attended funeral of
Mrs. 3thel Skinner in Livingston klst. Mew seal
rates approved effective July 25 • Population
census by protection division, 14*376 average of
three days. Plane emergency landing near Squaw
Lake. Saw school board appointed. School to
start 7th, and for first time to be financed by
government, two teachers engaged.

3kk man hours by protection division, various sub-
jects, lew forest fire control outline being pre-
pared.

Regional Director Merriam, M. S. Baudandistel, Leon
Lassen, John S. Doorr, Carl Swartslow, Oliver £.

Taylor* Marshall H. Jones, John C. Gatlin, 1*.

Slamer, J. C. Her, George Miller, f . A. Fellows,

B. H. Cowan, Martin J. Bums, Fred G. Sussey, H. G.

Smith, L. J. Barrett, Hoe - Sailey, Arval L. Ander-
son, D. I. Rasmus sen, 0. £• DePuy, John Macbeth, Siton
X* Hilton, its. F. Atkinson, and John A. Kesheft, in.

Field work on topography proposed development area
'act Thumb completed and progress made on plotting.

Press release on travel and closing dates to Ar and
UP. Broadsides supply exhausted. 50,000 shipped.

Bleven letters of complaint received.

Gravel chips processed for south approach road*
Patching done. Reduction of force due lack of funds

and some camps closed. Sections reprocessed and
some sand sealing done. Rook and mud slide Gardiner
road caused by rain. Guard rail replaced and bridge
redeeked. Repair to paths and steps at F*B. Uncle
Toms Trail, Canyon closed by rock slide and damage
repaired. Bew bituminous distributor received.
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Pr CONSTRUCTION:

C0NCSSSIOM3RS t

Bids opened by PgA on Canyon project? Strong Co.
low bidder. Contractor moved onto project and
nay complete grading this fall* aids opened for
resealing sections of grand loop; low bidder
Peter Klewit Sons moving onto project. Project
South Approach Road progressing rapidly. Work
completed Acoounts k$l k 1&2. Mammoth Residences.
Shingling of Community Building resumed and instal-
lation furnaces in Chapel continued. Also placing
of prefabricated wooden walks. fSUk offices set up
at Canyont Sd Anderson Engineer in aharge.

Camp Roosevelt closed 28th. T. P. Co. Sandwich
Shop at 0.7* opened August 15.

£*£

ll

il

Interpretive service progressed and well attended.
Field activities audited by Park Naturalists.

MUS30M ACTIVITIES
HnBTaHWBHst

All museums open. Increased use. Items acquired
include sections from Old Spurglns Beaver Slide area*
a log containing scribing, and number of Indian
artifacts. Study skins made of Trumpeter swan cygnet
and juvenile Burrowing Owl. Botanical specimens
secured, lew sales publications display case at F.B.
Collection of photographs of old buildings in park*
with interesting data on reverse, left with museum
by George Miller.

K3S3ARCS AND OB- Trips by Utatson to audit programs and make observa-
tions. Grisslies observed at Canyon dump area and
many porcupines seen along roadways* Observations
of Trumpeter swan.

Interesting stone with peculiar inscriptions carved
on it found by *!yman Benson at Lava Crook. Brs.
Cretan* Birch and Kennedy conducted research work
on geysers.

Schinus Geyser at Harris very active and Beservoir
erupted in peculiar manner. John McMillan* Research
Collaborator* continued moose studies and departed
from park. Kill furnish copy of his thesis, park
Hanger Naturalist tfe. B. Sanborn to write thesis on
Interpretive Program and complete problem for Doctor-

ate on educational aspects of National Parks. Trips

to dump areas to observe grisslies.

6

NATI3BAL HISTOST
association

Mtb* Frank «tagner*s services as librarian terminated
28th. Sales publication business below last year.
July-August issue of Yellowstone Park Nature Notes.

11
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IHCR3ASB CR D3-

VISITORS t

RAN&3R SBKVlCiSt

LAE gSyORCfigggf t

WILDLIF3 AND FISH
ctiotattmttt-
TTsS7~l£ror~

IBFFALGl

Increase of 7«7# ?<* season to date and of 13»9$
for month of August otfer previous year. Probably
will reach million mark by September $0.

Special visitors included General Batista, Robert 11.

Yoder, Harry 3. Radcliffe, Arthur Grr, Louis Panush,
Brig. Gen. Prank 3. Ceoheu (Ret.), Col. Francis C.
Sndioa>tt (Ret.), Reg Manning, Martin W. Clement,
Ralph 3. Bodley, Steve Trumbull, Daniel B. Maher,
Party of Outdoor Editors iwinding Jim McKenna, Frank
Vestal, Lytton Taylor, Andy Anderson, Jack Bell and
Jaek Shave; Congressman A. L. Miller, A. S. Joseelya,
Si Rifkind, Judge B* B. Prettyman, Phil S. Bernays,
Ansel Adams, Congressman »mlt loran, Capt. Karl A*
Thieme, Barry Stouffer, Senator Henry C. Qworshak,
Dr. Cordero, Dr. G. J. Tlnsley, Gen. David P. Barrows
(Ret.), Fred Berquist, Harold P. Fabian, F* C. Fourie,
Congressman Thomas B* Martin, Dr. L. C. Graton, Prof.
Francis Birch, Dr. George C. Kennedy, Hugh Brown,
Dr. Gustav g. Lindskog, and grnest Certs.

Gene Lester, Jack Bugas, June Haver and Phil Harris.

Handling of large number of people, average of
12,162 persons chocking through entrances per day
for 23-day period, regular duties increased • Four
patrol cars on duty. Also trail maintenance, fire
suppression, patrol cabin repair, boat patrols, etc.
Chief Sanger LaHoue transferred to Rooky Mountain*
Asst. Chief Ranger Skinner Acting Chief Ranger.
Homer I Brent appointed Park Banger, GPC-7* Winter
assignments made. Selective Service registration
conducted at four ranger stations.

30 cases tried before U. S. Commissioner.

Black bears numerous along roads, causing traffic
jams. Fifteen people injured during month, seven of
which by grizslies without provocation. Twelve
property damages, including six by same grizzlies
mentioned above, which damages and Injuries occurred
during July but reported in August. Two more killed
for control purposes.

Bears more numerous around campgrounds. Occasional
grlsslies seen in Fishing Bridge Campground.

Few buffalo seen by visitors. One old bull has
caused traffic jam* on Sast Entrance road*

Page
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9

9

10

1ft

KX 1 Bands of elk seen in meadows
and at other points.

below Madison Junction

fcem LA*

10
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MOOS 3

1

TRUMPSISR SmH«

FORSST FIRS FRO-
nranrrran

TRAILS*

Moose frequently seen at T&llow Park and other
locations. Contribute to traffic congestion*

Observer in F&WL Service plane viewed swan in parkj
census to be available later.

7 Class H A", 2 Class n
B" and 6 non-reportable forest

fires. Fire danger high latter part of month.
Lightning storm on 18th caused about 11 fires*
Smokejumpers called from Missoula but not used due
to high winds and poor visibility. Pre-Suppressioa
Crew did considerable work on truck trail bridges,
and installed new Osborne Fire Finder on %st Tallow-
stone Lookout Xo«er. Surplus Dodge Fire Truck
recently acquired was checked, equipped, painted and
assigned to Old Faithful.

Annual Trail Cost Report covering F.Y. 19i*B prepared.
Two small trail crews did work in several districts*

1Q

10

10

1PITS ™gBLpT:JP
RUST CONTROL:

Project on Mt* Washburn Interrupted often by forest
fire emergencies and bad weather* Many quit for
school. Progress satisfactory and quality ©f work
excellent. Inspections made. Advance reconnaissance
checks made at tit* Washburn; indicate ribes in
sections greater than originally anticipated* 11

F0R33T IMS 3CT3 ;

WILBIS3 F3RS—mmsrmt

ACCIDfiBSt

Study made of dying whitebarg pines at Dunraven Pass* 11

Three fires in Y. P. Co. buildings reported but
suppressed quickly with little damage* Frequent
fire drills held in Company establishments.

78 motor vehicle accidents, 1 involving serious
injury. Second degree burns suffered by visitor
at Fountain Geyser.

11

11

Homer Brent promoted to Park Banger CPC-7* Bark
Ranger CPC-7 Michael Sedar resigned* Janet M. Svans
e.o.d. Clerk Typist, CAF-J* Transfer approved Chief
Ranger Francis D. LaKoue to Asst* Supt. Rocky Mountain.
Storekeeper (Sen.) CAP-6 position established to
replace Property Clerk, CAF-5* Roy 8* Kopiseh to
fill position and Howard S* Kosher changed to Auto.
Meoh* lumber of seasonal employees terminated end

of month. Transfer approved Asst. Chief Ranger
Albert S* Elliott to Custodian, Mt* Rushraore N. M. 12

iv
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Dii&THS 6 daeths in park during raonth, Eor&ca B. Garrett,
0.?. Inn chef; Mrs. Mellie 0. Leach, Srookville,
Pennsylvania; Slisabeth J« Gildenbach, Columbus, Ohio;
Frank C. Clemens, Houston, Texas; la. W. McBrids,
Denver, Colorado, irfchel Skinner, wife of Asst.
Chief Hangar Curtis a. :.klnner, pas sad away at
Mammoth Hospital on 19th; funeral at Livingston on
21st, Mrs* Dora Stebbins, mothar of miter Stabb ins,

died in Livingston on 15th. Mrs. Anna Dale Robinson,
widow of fomer Chief gleotrioian Charles Dale*
at Livingston on 19th • Mrs* Alice Benson, sister
of Mrs* Horace U. Albright, died in Sacramento on
21st.

Page

13

BIBTHSt Daughter bom to Mr* and Mrs* Neil K.

Gardiner at iSamaoth Hospital.
Howard of

MISC3LIAN30US i Ten-day horseback trip over Howard *iaton trail con-
ducted by Yellowstone Trails Bench. These trips
started during 1947 • 75"^ Anniversary of Park, and
expected to continue each year* *3'

v
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Report 1ml

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO.
E OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

September 3, 19*48.

UmORAXDm for the Director.

Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone National Bark during
tile month of August 19*48*

leather Conditions . Temperatures as will as the amount of precipitation
recorded at Mammoth during August were above normal. Total precipitation
for the month vas 1*47 inches, as compared to 2.1U inches in August 19^7*
2.146 inches in August 19U6, 0.61 inches in August 1945 and a scan of 1.21
inches for that month obtained during a 35~y*ar period. All of the rainfall
occurring during August fell on the first 11 days of this period. A maximum
temperature of 36 degrees was recorded on the 29th and a minimum temperature
of 33 degrees was recorded on the 20th. Fifteen days were clear, 15 partly
cloudy and only one day was cloudy. Prevailing winds were from a south-
wesyerly direction. The lack of rainfall since the 11th of August resulted
in a high fire danger period during the latter half of the month.

Special Activities . Superintendent Rogers accompanied Mr. and Mrs.
Oliver 6. Taylor and Mr. end Mrs. Marshall H. Jones, of the Concessioners
Division, to Grand Teton Rational Park on August 6. Or. August 21 he attended
the funeral of Mrs. &thel Skinner in Livingston.

On August 2 the Director approved the new meal rates for Tellowstone
National Park, to be effective July 25, I9JI48, which was the date the new wage
board rates for maintenance and construction wage board employees became
effective. The new rates are 80£ for single meals and ->1«90 par day.

On August it* 6 and 8, members of the Protection Division took a popu-
lations census of the park, which showed a total average population for the
three days of lU,576, which consisted of 3,297 employees and 11,079 visitors.
Last year's average for the three days was lk,k9^t which consisted of 3»2S^
employees and 11,199 visitors. An average of 3#5^2 was recorded in the auto-
mobile campgrounds as against 3*799 l*st year.

On August 10 a plane landed on the east entrance highway near Squaw
Lake. The plane was piloted by Gerald Lyvere of Sacramento, California, and
he was enroute from &est Yellowstone to Red Lodge on a crop-dusting project
when the forced landing occurred. After minor repairs to the plane, Mr.
Lyvere was able to take off the following day.

On August 26 Superintendent logers appointed a new school board for the
park, consisting of w. ?erde Watson, Chairman, Mrs. ^lmer P. Armstrong,
secretary.-Treasurer, and Mrs. D. T. 3hite, member. The school term will
start this year on September 7 sod for the first time in its history the
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Yellowstone will have a public school to be financed by the Government.
Much credit is due Congressman Vtesley A. D' Swart of Montana for sponsoring
and following through to enactment the Yellowstone Park School Bill, two
school teachers have been engaged for the school term, Mrs. Alberta Stebbins
and Mrs* Mabel Stuart.

In-Service Training . All in-service training for the month was handled
in the field and was devoted to the following subjects s forest fire control,
rules and regulations, conducting investigations, law enforcement, station
routines, compilation of reports, building fire inspections, care of live-
stock, packing, fire truck operation, first aid, and wearing of the uniform,
for a total of 5^ man hours. A new outline of forest fire control is now
being prepared for further training in this subject.

Inspect ions . Regional Director MerrSam, who entered the park on July
27, departed August 1. M. 15. Bsudcrdistel, Conservationist in Charge. Flood
Control Survey, U. S. Forest Service, Missoula, and Leon Lassen, Engineer,
U. S. Forost Service, isshington, D. C, in August 12. John 3. Doerr, Chief
Saturalist, $PS, in West August 8, out South 12th. Carl Swartslow, Begional
naturalist, Region Two, in North August 7, out South 12th. Oliver G. Taylor,
Chief of Concessions, and Marshall H. Jones, Consultant, in west August 4,
out 9th. John C. Qatiin, Regional Director* P&WL Service, Albuquerque, Sew
Mexico, in August 9* W. P. JClamer and J. C. Xler, U3FS, in August 12. George
Miller, Assistant Superintendent, Glacier Motional Park, in August 8 enroute
from Rocky Mountain to Glacier. T. A. Fellows, Inspector, Post Office
Department, Cheyerme, i*varaing, in August 6. 2« H. Cowan, Engineer, PRA,
Denver, in August 3, out South 5th. Martin J. Burns, Chief, Regional Classi-
fication Division, thirteenth Civil Service Region, Dtwrmr, in South August
15, out 17th. Fred G. Sussey, Chief Clerk, Glacier National Park, in Sorth
August Ik, out 18th. H. G. Smith, Budget Officer, Director's Office, in
August 14, out 18th. L. J. Barrett, USPS, Washington, D« C*j Reed W. Bailey,
Director, Interaountain Forest and Range i^cperiment Station, Ogden, Utahj
Arval L. Anderson, Assistant Regional Forester, DSFS, Ogden, Utah} and 0. I.

Rasmus sen, wildlife Management, Region Four, u*$FS, Ogden, Utah, in August 26.
C S. DePuy, Building Engineer, PRA, Denver, Colorado, in August 27, out 30th.
John Macbeth, Chief Clerk, Death "Valley H&tlonal Monument, in August 27.
ftlton M. Hilton, Park Planner, Region Four, San Francisco, in South August
30. William F. Atkinson, Reconstruction Finance Corporation, mshington,
D. C, in August 27» John A. Reshoft, Architect, Director's Office, in
August 11 for month's assignment.

Plans , Maps and Surveys . Field work on topography of the proposed new
development area at West Thumb was completed during the month and good prog-
ress is being made on the plotting.

Publicity . One press release on travel and the late opening of the
park was sent to the Associated Press and United Press on August 21*.

Before the end of the month our supply of 19^7 broadsides which have
been used for distribution throughout the summer was exhausted. A reprint

of 50,000 eopies which had been ordered by the Director's Office was shipped

to the park on August 27 but had not **•» received by the end of the month.
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Complaints . Sleven letters of complaint were received during the
month of August, as fallows « condition of south approach road; campgrounds
and sanitary conditions therein; disoourtosy of rangers in disposal of
salmon eggs; bears in campgrounds; discourtesy of Yellowstone Park Company
employee at Stevenson Island pionio faellities; condition of roads and camp-
grounds; Inability to hoar drivers in buses and naturalists at evening
lectures; condition of pit toilets and entrance road to campground; single
room unavailable with reservation; campground use and alleged indifference
of rangers regarding same; and discourtesy of Yellow stone Park Company
wrangler.

Maintenance * During the month Contractor McLaughlin who has the Iforan

to Yellowstone, Section C, project, processed 1470 tons of half inch crushed
gravel chips and stook-piled them one mile north of the South Entrance*
These will be placed on Section U next season as sufficient funds are not
available to do the work this season.

Most of the month was dry and we were able to catch up a little on
patching; however, traffic was so heavy the efficiency of operations was
reduced much below normal. In order to save a minimum of funds for spring
operations, it was necessary to start reduction of forces by the middle of
August. Road camps at Lewis River, Rock Creek and Old Faithful were closed
during the month and Madison, <£ast gutranee, South Forest, Kortheast and
Gallatin will close within the second week of September. This is a serious
handicap because it leaves sections of road unattended for a long period;
also, September usually is a very good month for maintenance when traffic is

light and roads have dried out and real progress can be made. It has also
been necessary to curtail our road oiling operations for the same reason.

About three miles of the 3ast Entrance road was reprocessed as was two
miles of the Gallatin section, three miles of the South Forest, two miles of
the Hed Lodge, one-haIf mile Lake to Thumb and one and one-half mile of
Canyon to Norris sections, besides a number of small sections at different
locations.

About nine miles of the Cooke to Red Lodge section was sand sealed,
three and one-half miles of iiast Entrance, three miles of the Gallatin, and
a large number of short sections were also sand sealed.

A heavy rain on August 8 caused a mud and rock slide in the Gardiner
Canyon, closing that read for about two hours.

Guard rail was replaced on about 600 feet of the Seat Entrance road
and 320 feet of the Uechler road near Cave Falls. Another bridge deck
broke through on the Firehole Loop road and required replacing the entire
deck.

Paths and steps in the Fishing Bridge area were repaired and rebuilt.
Uncle Toms Trail at Canyon was closed by rock slide August 23, but damage
was repaired end walk opened on the 27th.

A new Stnyre, 1350 gallon bituminous distributor was received about
the middle of the month.

lefic w-jxk, V»#uuistt*
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Mow Construction . On August 5 bids were opened lay the Public Roads
Administration on the grading and surfacing of project 1-13, G4 on the
grand loop at Canyon. Low bidder was Strong Company of Springville, Utah,

The contractor has moved several pieces of hoary equipment to the job
and at the end of the month had started moving; waste material from the out
near Cascade Creek. Given two months of good weather and he hopes to com-
plete the grading on this project.

On July 30 bids were opened by the Public Roads Administration for
resealing of Section 1A, IB and a portion of 1C on the grand loop, the low
bidder was Peter Xiewit Sons, $77,250, including engineering $86,000. The
mosey for this job comes out of our maintenance funds. The contract cover-
ing this project was approved August 26 and the contractor began moving his
equipment on the job September 1.

Construction on the project, South Approach Road, Moran to Yellowstone,
Section C, is progressing rapidly. Grading work is about f0% oomplete and
base course gravel has been windrowed along a little over one mile on the
north end. Concrete work on both north and south abutments is complete,
also pier No. 2 on the north end. Excavation on pier Ho. 1 is nearly com-
pleted. Structural steel is stored on the job. The bridge is estimated to
be about 63$ complete. Given two months good weather, the contractor will
nearly finish this job.

$0rk on Accounts L&l and t$t, Besidenoes at Mammoth, was completed
during the latter part of the month. Work was resumed on the shingling of
the Community Building (school house) and work was also continued on the
installation of the new furnaces in the Chapel (Account U10, Major Repair
and Rehabilitation. About 6,100 lineal feet of walk has been placed under
Aoeount 512, Prefabricated Wooden Walks, and only a small balance remains.

The Public Roads Administration has set up its offices at the Canyon
in connection with the two projects, 1-P$, <3L* and the resealing of Section
lA, IS and a portion of 1C on the Grand Loop. Mr. 3d Anderson is the
Engineer in charge.

Concessioners. Camp Roosevelt closed on August 20, the fleet of the

park's operations to close for the season.

The Yellowstone Park Company opened Its new Sandwich Shop at Old
9aithful on August 15 and it remained open through August 31»

Interpretive Services. The interpretive service at all stations has
progressed in all phases of the program throughout the month and has been
well attended tiy the park visitors. This program was not affected seriously
by adverse weather during the month and almost all outdoor activities were
conducted.

The various interpretive activities as conducted at the stations
throughout the park have been audited by Park naturalists ;%tsoa, Alcorn

"-
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and Condon for the purpose of knowing, better, just how the awn are doing
the work and how the program is being accepted by the poop Is.

Museum Activities and Exhibits . All museums were opon during the entire
month"and It is anticipated that they will remain so until approximately tho
12th of September. These units have boon wall attended by visitor* and
indications are that there has been an inorease in their use to that which

given last year*

k large number of items have been acquired and accessioned as museum
artifacts during tho past month. Three tree sections from the old apurgins
Beaver Elide area between the Lake and Canyon have been secured, accessioned
and placed in storage for future exhibit and for preservation* District
Park Banger Arthur Jaoobson brought to headquarters a section from a log
found on the park boundary near South Siverside Banger Station. It contains
scribing on it of a number of names and other interesting information which
may have historical significance. There have been a large number of Indian
artifacts found and turned in to the headquarters museum for accession.
People finding these artifacts and turning them in have been Park Hanger Tom
fila. Park Ranger Statural! sts nfeyne Heplogle, George Marler and Lowell Biddulph.
Hurray Riohols, janitor at the Old Faithful Museum, found a very unusual
pounding stone.

Study skins have been made of a Trumpeter swan cygnet and ttihat appears
to be a juvenile Burrowing Owl. Both of these specimens were found by tourists
and turned in to us. A number of botanical specimens have been secured for
the herbarium and these will be placed in it during the winter months and
are now in storage, k new display oase for sales publications was installed
at the information desk in the Fishing Bridge Museum on August 5* Some
requests which have b»«n submitted to the Park Sups rintendent for rook speci-
mens were filled during the month. Mr. George :.?-• Miller left with us a
collection of photographs made of park buildings. These photographs all
have historical significance and, although we have the original negatives
and an album of prints of these pictures, the ones gives us by Mr. Miller
have same interesting data on the reverse side of them which will give us
additional information concerning them.

Research and Observation . Park naturalist Watson made ten trips into
the park during the month for the purpose of auditing programs and making
field observations. On the 12th Mr. isataon visited the Canyon dump area on
the old Grobo Lake road and at that time observed 23 grixsly bears at one
time. Observations made by atson, Alcorn and Condon indicate that porcu-
pines are common along the roadside for on numerous occasions several have
been counted when returning to park headquarters late at night from eampfire
programs in the interior. line animals were observed in traveling from
Canyon to Mammoth on the 20th, and Hatson observed seven porcupines between
Canyon and Mammoth on the 24th. These animals are not as numerous as they
were during the summer of 19^6 when they were abundant along the roadsides.

Observations of Trumpeter swan have been made on several occasions
during the month. On the 10th some time was spent watching the Trumpeter
swan near the junction of Slough Creek and the Lamar River where there are
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a pair of adults and 5 cygnets, the Trumpeter swan on the ssmll lake aa&r
Madia on junction have boon observed twice during the month and on the 12th
some motion pictures and some still pictures were made of these birds. They
had four cygnets. On August 22 a spectacular scene was presented on Alum
Creak when four adult Trumpeter swan presented an aerial display of flight
which was of unusual interest. Following the flight maneuver they landed
relatively near the highway and two of the birds appeared to fight, peeking
at each other and beating with their wings. Following the encounter one
swan swam off some 5$ yards by itself and the others remained as a group and
started feeding, these birds were watched by Chief Park Satwr&list Condon
and a number of park visitors.

fer wyaan Benson reported to the Chief Park Haturalist that he had found
at the waters edge on Lava Creek a very interesting; stone whioh had some
peouliar inscriptions carved on it. Chief Park Naturalist Condon visited
this stone with Kr. Benson on August 15 and examined it, and neither he nor
Mr. Benson could decipher the scribing on the rook. Someone In the past has
spent considerable time working on this rock and making the undecipherable
marks, the boulder is a V9ry large one of basaltic lava whioh has a v^ry
smooth faced section or. which the letters have been made. It has been where
it is fer a r&ry long time, fhe evidences on the reek*s surface indicate that
the inscriptions have been there for a long time also, Photographs are going
to be made of this and an attempt to decipher what is meant by the peouliar
markings •

Dr. i. C. Graton, Dr. Francis Birch and Br. George C. Kennedy conducted
research work in the Upper Geyser Basin during the period from August 15 to
the 29th. Drs. Graton and Birch were from Harvard University and 0r. Kennedy
is with the G. S. G. S. Their research work dealt primarily with attempts
to determine the point where active boiling and geyser eruption begins beneath
the earth's surface. Ho definite conclusions were reached by these men and
will not be available until they have had an opportunity to study the records
scoured by them in more detail than It was possible for them to while they
were here* They have discovered that the observations indicate boiling
begins and title geyser eruptions start at a depth of approximately yo feet
beneath the surface, the highest hot water temperature secured w&s obtained
in the Lion Geyser at a depth of approximately 70 feet where a temperature
reading was secured of 255°F. ©lis temperature was obtained because of a
very small constriction in the tube of the geyser which inhibited convection
circulation. In Old Faithful Geyser they secured temperature readings of
2£$6°F. at JO feet. These scientists were using a special apparatus which
gave a continuous temperature reading at various depths and they had estab-
lished six stations at six different depths at which they were securing tem-
perature readings at the same time. They secured readings from a large
number of features, but spent most of their time reading temperatures at
Lion Geyser, Old Faithful Geyser, Giantess Geyser, Great Fountain Geyser and
the Sapphire Pool. Information on the data secured will be forthcoming after
they have had an opportunity to analyse the temperature readings secured at
these various features.
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The Schinus Geyser in the Korris Geyser Basin has been very active
during the antira summer season, miring its eruptions there have baas large
quantities of muddy water discharged from it and it has provided a rather
spectacular show for those visitors who have bean going into the back basin.
It is continuing its active phase and observations will continue to be made
of it to determine when it again becomes dormant. On the 27th of the month
the Reservoir in the Harris Geyser Basin erupted in a rather peculiar manner.
Water was not thrown to any height, nor were any water jets thrown in any
direction. The large pool of the Reaervoir simply bulged in a pulsating
manner sending large wavae of water out of the basin into the Hundred Springs
Plain, flooding it with water*

Mr* John McMillan, Research Collaborator, has continued his study on
the moose in the Willow Park area through August. He departed from the park
on August 30 to return to school at Michigan* It is anticipated that the
park will receive from Mr. McMillan a copy of his thesis on this problem
when it is finished*

Park Ranger ifeturaliat William B. Sanborn anticipates working on his
Masters Degree during the coming year and intends to write a thesis on "The
Significance of the Interpretive Program in Yellowstone national Park." He
He has received approval from his school for the preparation of a thesis and
the completion of a problem for his Doctorate on "The Educational Aspects of
the National Parks."

Several trips have been made to dump areas for the purpose of observing
gristly bears during the month by members of the Naturalist Division* On the
25th of August Chief Park naturalist Condon and Biologist Walter Slttams spent
considerable time at the Canyon and Pishing Bridge dumpgrounds for the purpose
of observing grlssly. At Canyon a total of 31 grissly were observed at one
time and on this occasion there were two females with three of this year's
cubs each, and three females with two of this year's cube plus quite a num-
ber of three year old and older bears, and two females with yearling cubs*
At the Pishing Bridge dumpground a total of 23 grissly bear were seen* The
bears observed at Canyon were watched during broad daylight while those at
Pishing Bridge were observed after dark* Of recent date it has been possible
to stop at the Canyon dump area and see grissly bear at almost any time of
day*

Satural History Association . Mrs. Frank wagaer was employed as librarian
by the natural History Association throughout the month and ahe terminated
her services August 28 to return to public schools in Salt Lake City where
she works.

The sales publication business of the fiatural History Association on an
over-all basis is below that of last year and the records indicate that sales
at the three museums in August of this year as compared to August of 191+7

were as follows j Mammoth 2i$ below 1947* Old Faithful 9# above 19i#, Pishing
Bridge U$ below 191+7*

The Association completed the multilithing of Tellowatoae Park Mature
Hotas for the July-August issue and it will be placed in~th« malls the first
df September.
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Increase or Doorease in Travel , the marked upward trand In travel
experienced earlier in the season continued throng August and by the end
of the month 905.609 persons had risited tiie park as against 81*0,981 to the
sans date last year, an increase of 6i4.,628 or ?•?#• August travel alone
totaled 350,611 as against 307»93& in August 19k7, an inorease of 13 .9^.
This was the peak month for visitors during the season* The daily average
for visitors entering the park was 11,310 and for the 25-day period from
August 3 through 25, ft daily average of 12,612 visitors entered the park.
The average number of visitors per automobile was 5*5 during the month.
On the last day of the month, visitors passed the 900*000 mfcfc thirteen
days before the number was reached last year and there is little doubt that
the travel this year will exceed the million mark for the first time*

Visitors . General Batista, former President of Cuba, in West August
10, out West 12th. Robert U. Toder, Associate dtfitor, Saturday evening Post,
in August 3 *° £** material for a Saturday Evening Post article, out 11th.
Barry S. Radeliffe, Vice President, American Nature Association, and Treasurer,
Satural Resources Council of America, in August 8. Arthur Orr, Clerk, House
Subcommittee for Agriculture on Appropriations, in August 11. Louis F&nush,
Soience Review, Detroit, Michigan, in August 10. Brigadier General Frank &.

Cocheu, U. 3. Army (Retired) and Colonel Francis C* gndieott, U. S. Army
(Retired), in August 10* Reg Manning, nationally known cartoonist, in August
5. Martin W. Clement, President, Pennsylvania Railroad, in August 5* Ralph
3. Sodley, Administrative Assistant to Senator i3oton of Montana, in August
3. Steve Trumbull, writer for Miami, Florida, Herald, in August 2, out South
1*. Daniel B. Maher, writer. Times Herald, Washington, D. C, in August 12.

Party of Outdoor Sditors sponsored by Pacific liorthwest Tourist Association
in August 11, out 13* Party included Jim McKenna, Grand Rapids Press 1 Frank
Vestal, Memphis Comeroial Journal} Lytton Taylor, St. Paul Dispatch; Andy
Anderson, Houston Press j Jack Bell, Washington Post $ and Jaek Shave, Minnea-
polis Tribune. Congressman A. L. Miller of Itebraska in South August 11*.

A* £• Joscelyn, General Manager, C.B.S. Broadcasting Station, Hollywood,
California, in August 1?. Si Rifidnd, Federal District Judge, lew York City,
in August 11, out 15* Judge £• B. Prettyman, ashington, D. C, in August
lk» out ^st 18. Phil S. Bernays, Vice President, Sierra Club of California,
in Merthaast August 17* out 19* Ansel Adams, nationally known Photographer
and Toeemite Concessioner, In August 16. Congressman lalt Horan of Washington
in August 19* Captain Karl A. Thieme, U. S. Bavy, in August 19. Harry
Stouffer, Manager, Rational Press Club, Washington, D. C, in August 19.
Senator Henry C. Dworshak of Idaho in August 21. X^r» Cordero, Director,
Satural History Museum, Montevideo, in Berth August 19. Dr. G. J. Tinsley,
Southeastern Louisiana University, in August 22. General David P. Barrows
(Retired), former President, University of California, in August 21, out 23.
Fred Berquist, Secretary of a Congressional Joint Cc&snlttee, in August 24*
Harold P. Fabian, Rockefeller Representative in Jackson Hole, in South August
2li, out 25* F* C. Fouris, Head, Department of Coraoneroe, Orange Free State
University, South Africa, in august 27* Congressman Thomas g. Martin of Iowa
In August 28, out 29. Dr. L. C. Graton, Professor, Harvard University, and
Professor Francis Biroh and Dr. George C. Kennedy in Morth August 15, out 29.
Hugh Brown, Clerk, Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, U. S.

Senate, in August 28, out 31. Dr. Gustav 3. Lindskog, Professor of Surgery,
Yale University, in August 28. firneat Corts, Photographer for Castle Films,

e



.

•

-
-

.".'.' ....'
1

!

-
'

-

i '

,

i.....

4pmpf



who arrived July 22, remained throughout moat of mouth. Oene Lester, Saturday
Svening Post Photographer, in August 26. Jack IJugas, ¥iee-Fresident , ford
Motor Company, Detroit, Michigan, and former Yellowstone Seasonal Ranger, in
August 23. June Haver, Movie Star, Hollywood, California, in August 28. Phil
Harris, Radio and Movie Star, in August JO.

Ranger Service . The dutias of the protaotion diviaion personnel were
devoted mainly to the handling of the large number of people entering the
park eaoh day. However, for a twenty-three day period from the 3rd through
the 2§th, an average of 12,162 persons checked through the five entrances.
As a result the activities of the rangar personnel were increased relative to
enforcement of regulations, general protection duties, checking station routine,
investigations and in disseminating of information.

Pour patrol oars were on duty during the month, in enforcing traffic regu-
lations, checking on roadside fires, traffic control and assisting the park
visitors that had difficulty along the roadside. Field work consisted of
trail maintenance, suppression of fires, repair of patrol cabins, looking for
lost persons and in boat patrols on Yellowstone Lake.

Chief Ranger Francis D. LaMoue was transferred to locky Mountain national
Park on August 22, to assume the duties there as Assistant Superintendent.
Assistant Chief Ranger Curtis K. Skinner was designated Acting Chief Hanger.
Homer I Brent was appointed to the position of Park Ranger, CPC-7 £rm the
position of Park Ranger CPC-6, on August 8. Winter assignments for most of
the protection division personnel were made on August 23.

Registration centers were established in four of the raaig^r stations of

the park for registering of men between the ages of 18 and 25, for the recent
Selective Service Act.

Law Enforcement, a total of ^0 cases were brought before the 0. $•

CommiisToner tor trial during August and fines to the amount of Ml were
collected, ftiile no Jail sentences were passed upon the defendants, two
man were held in Jail for one day each, pending a hearing before the tJ. S.

Commissioner. Offenses committed and the number of instances were as follows;
Access Speed, 2ki Reckless Driving, 2j Batty Larceny, It Failure to keep dog
on leash, Ij Dis orderly Conduct, lj Driving in areas other than authorised
reads, 1.

Wildlife and Fish Cultural Actlvitie

s

. B&AHS. Slack bears continued
numerous along the park roads. Temporary traffic jams due to public admira-
tion of these animals were common. A number of minor automobile accidents
occurred indirectly in connection with this stall of traffic. Fifteen
people were injured by roadaide bears during August, Haking total reported
injuries for the season Jl« Of this total, 7 personal injuries were in-
flicted without provocation by grlssly bears in the Old Faithful Campground
during July. Twelve property damages from bears were reported during the
month, making the total for the season 23. Slat of these damages were attribu-
ted to grlssly bears in Old Faithful Campground during July, two black bears
were killed for control purposes. Previously two black and three grisely
bears had been killed, making the season total, four blacks and three griaslies.
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During the latter part of August bears became more numerous around
the main campgrounds. Occasional gri*»lies hare been seen in the Pishing
Bridge Campground.

BUFFALO. Very few visitors had the opportunity to see buffalo, most
of which apparently remained in the higher isolated regions* One old bull
frequently caused extensive traffic jams on the 3mt Hatranee road.

Small bands of elk have been seen regularly in the meadows below
Madison Junction. They have attracted a large number of spectators. Occas-
ional elk have been seen at other points around the park, particularly near
Soaring Mountain, Gibbon Meadows, Pelican Creek, Canyon and Towsr Junction.

MOOSB. Sfiile Willow Park continues to be one of the best places to
see moose, these animals have afforded visitors much enjoyment at Pelican
Creek, along the Madison River, near Aster Creek and at numerous other
points. Moose have contributed to traffic congestion at numerous places.

TRUMFST38 SMK. Althouth this service did not undertake a swan census
this year, an observer covered most of the park in a Fish and midlife
Service airplane during the week of August 15-21. It is anticipated that
results of the Fish and Wildlife Service census will be available at a later
date*

Forest Fire Protection . Seven Class *AW , two Class 'a* and six Son-
Seportable Forest Fires were reported during August. During the month there
were 17 days when the park average fire danger was above k5» »ost of the
high readings being taken after August 1J. On August 50 the park average
was 82, the high for the season, A Class *B" Fire in the Qallatln Divide
in a very bad fuel type, was suppressed on August 29 with a fire danger of
68. A lightning storm on August 18 caused about eleven fires. Several of
these fires went out before they were found. Six sHokejumpers were called
from Missoula on August 19 but poor visibility and high winds made it
impracticable to jump and they returned to Missoula that night.

She Pre-Suppression Crew accomplished considerable maintenance work
on the Marys Mountain truck trail bridges, replanking the tread on the
larger ones, this crew aleo installed a new Osborne Fire Finder on the
?test Yellowstone Lookout Tower. During the latter half of the month, how-
ever, they were busy for the most part of fire suppression work.

The surplus Dodge Fire Truck recently acquired mui checked, equipped,
and partially repainted. After it was checked it was assigned to the Old
Faithful District.

Trail Maintenance . The Annual Trail Cost Report covering Pi seal Tear
191$ **s prepared and submitted.

Two small trail crews did maintenance work on the trails in the Wstt
Yellowstone. Baehler liver, Snake River and Lake Districts.
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Ufaite Pino Blister Bust Control* The Blister lust Control project on
the Mt. tlashburn Unit was interrupted several times during the month by
forest fire emergencies and unfavorable weather during the afternoon hours.
The camp strength was redueed considerably about August 20 because it was
necessary for a number of the employees to quit to return to school, the
progress of the work, however, was satisfactory insofar as there was labor
available and the quality of the work accomplished was excellent* Repre-
sentatives of the T%ite Fine Blister Rust Control Division of the Bureau of
Entomology and ^lant Quarantine made frequent inspections of the work and
rendered technical advice. Sane advance reconnaissance checks were made on
the area within the Mt. 5uihburn Unit which will not be completely worked
this year. The surveys indicate that ribes concentrations in some sections
are greater than was originally anticipated.

Forest Insects . A rather thorough study was made of a number of dying
whitebark pines in the vicinity of Dunraven Pass to determine whether they
had been effected hy insect infestations or from Ribes eradication activities.
It appeared that all of the dying trees have been Attacked rather heavily by
bark beetles but that the insects are not the primary cause of their death.
In some instances Ribes had been pulled out from around the base of the trees
and in some instances the ground near the trees was undisturbed. In a great
many other cases, trees remained in a flourishing condition even though there
had been extensive soil disturbance from Ribes eradication.

Building Fire Protection . Three fires in Yellowstone Park Company build-
ings were reported during the month. All of them were quickly suppressed and
there was no extensive damage. Frequent fire drills were held in all of the
Company establishments and in most oases the fire brigades, composed of
seasonal employees, were found to function satisfactorily.

Accidents . Seventy-eight motor vehicle accidents were reported during
the month of August, kl being Class "A" and 37 Class "8* accidents. One Class

"A" accident involved that of a National Fmrk Service Truck but was of a minor
nature. Twelve Class n B" accidents resulted in injuries to the occupants,
but all were of a minor nature except in one case. In this accident, two
motorcycles, one carrying a passenger in addition to the driver, were traveling
along behind a string of cars that stopped suddenly to observe a bear on the
highway between Old Faithful and West Thumb. Mr. Jerry Storm of Matton,
Illinois, the driver of one of the motorcycles, ran into the rear of the last
oar of tills string that had stopped. His motorcycle then swerved into the
machine driven by Mr. Clifford 4ueen of Meoja, Illinois, with the latter* s

wife as a passenger. Both motorcycles then rolled down a 15-foot embankment.
Mr. Queen suffered a broken hip and head injuries and Mrs. *ueen suffered a

number of bruises and lacerations. Mr. storm was knocked unconscious, but
was not otherwise seriously injured.

On August k» Martin Fink, Age 17, of Forest Hill, Hew fork, suffered
seoond degree burns, when he walked too close to the Fountain Geyser, during
a period of its eruption. He was treated at the dispensary at Old Faithful
and at the Park Hospital in Mammoth.

11
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Personnel . Homer I. Brent, Seasonal Bangor, was promoted to the posi-
tion of Permanent Park Sanger, GPC-7» on August 8.

Park Ranger Michael Sedar, CPC-7, resigned at the ©loss of August 31 to
take s ooaohing Job in one of the Casper, doming, schools.

Janet M. £vans entered on duty as a seasonal Clerk-Typist, GAP-3. in the
Fiscal Offioe on August 10.

On August 10 the Director approved the transfer of Chief Hanger Pranois
D. LeXoue to the Assistant Superintendenoy of Rocky Mountain National Park.
His transfer became effective at 3«00 a.m. August 22.

the position of storekeeper (General), CAF-6, So. 120, was established
August 11, 19U8, to replace the position of Property Clerk, CAF-5, So. 70,
oooupied by Howard 3. Kooher. Roy B. Kopisoh was appointed to the new posi-
tion by transfer from the Veterans Administration, Sheridan, scorning, on
August 23 and Mr. Kooher was changed to lower grade to his former position
of Automotive Mechanic, ungraded, effective August 22.

The services of a nuriber of seasonal employees were terminated by the
end of the month*

On August 31 th* Director approved the transfer and promotion of
Assistant Chief Sanger Albert 3. Jlliott to the position of Custodian, Mount
Rushmore National Memorial. In view of the limited funds available, Mr.
glliott will not enter on duty in his new position until the first week in
October.

Deaths . Six deaths occurred in the park during the month. On August 2

Mr. Horace B. Garrett, &*, Chef at the Old Faithful Inn, died at the Mammoth
Hospital after a prolonged stay in the hospital following the breaking of
his hip early in the season. Mrs. Nellie Q. Leach, 61, Brookville, Pennsyl-
vania, died of a hsart attack at Old Faithful on August 12. Elisabeth J.

Gildenbach, 69, Columbus, Ohio, died at the Canyon Lodge of a heart attack
on the lltth. Frank C. Clemens, 69, of Houston Texas, died of a heart
attack at Old Faithful on the 18th. William w* McSride, 63 Denver, Colorado,
died of a heart attack at Old Faithful on August 2I4.

Sthel Skinner, kit wife of Assistant Chief Ranger Curtis I. Skinner,
died at the Mammoth Hospital on August 19* Funeral services were held in
Livingston, Montana, on Saturday, August 21. Albert Elliott, William Hyquist,
Lee Coleman, William Chapman, John Jay and Rudolf Grimm, all members of the
protection division, were pall-bearers.

Mrs. Dora M. Stebbins, 59 » mother of Walter Stebfains, Mixed Gang Foreman,
died at the Lott Hospital in Livingston on August 15*

Mrs. Anna Dale Robinson, widow of former Chief electrician Charles Dale,
who spent many years in the Yellowstone while her husband was Chief iSleo-

trician, died in Livingston, Montana, on August 19*
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Mrs. Alio* Benson, sister of Mrs. Horace M. Albright, died in Saoraaento,
California, on August 21, after a lingering illness. Mrs. Benson visited
isany tiaws in the Yellowstone when Mr. Albright was Superintendent of the
park*

Births. A daughter, Condioe Jean, was born to Mr. end Mrs. Soil £•
Howard of Gardiner in the Msiaaoth Hospital on August 6.

Miscellaneous . A ten-day horseback trip over a portion of the Howard
i&ton Trail was conducted by the Yellowstone Trails Ranch, Gardiner, Montana,
beginning August 3. These horsebaok trips were started during 19U? i»
©OBBsattoration of the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Park and are expected
to continue each year*

Joseph Joffe,
Acting Superintendent.

oe t Region Two, in quintuple.
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