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TABLE 1. SUMMARY OF VISITOR USE

1977 1978 1979

VISITS, TOTAL

Recreation Visits

Nonrecreation Visits

OVERNIGHT STAYS, TOTAL

Recreation Overnight Stays

Nonrecreation Overnight Stays

VISITOR-HOURS, TOTAL

Recreation Visitor-Hours

Nonrecreation Visitor-Hours

262,603,433

210,569,712

52,033,721

17,557,622

17,178,257

379,365

1,156,144,962

1,123,288,857

32,856,105

283,090,141

222,184,026

60,906,115

17,567,605

17,069,888

497,717

1,186,346,177

1,151,935,372

34,410,805

282,435,101

205,369,794

77,065,306

15,978,911

15,413,942

564,969

1,070,623,662

1,027,513,317

43,110,345

TABLE 2. OVERNIGHT STAYS

IN NPS-OPERATED CAMPGROUNDS (iN THOUSANDS)

RECREATION AREAS
YEAR TENTS

3,585.5

VEHICLES

1,260.2

TOTAL REPORTING

1960 4,845.7 73

1961 3,586.7 1,473.2 5,059.9 70

1962 4,307.4 1,811.6 6,119.1 71

1963 4,621.2 2,149.5 6,770.7 73

1964 5,043.8 2,413.8 7,457.6 75

1965 5,104.4 2,980.5 8,084.8 80

1966 5,062.1 3,938.3 9,000.5 81

1967 4,715.3 4,594.3 9,309.7 90
1968 4,788.1 4,623.0 9,411.1 88

1969 4,390.1 4,659.1 9,049.2 85
1970 4,684.6 4,339.3 9,023.8 87

1971 3,482.5 4,451.7 7,934.3 86
1972 3,651.6 4,731.4 8,383.0 88
1973 3,801.8 4,883.3 8,685.1 90
1974 3,791.5 4,620.3 8,411.8 89
1975 3,735.3 5,081.7 8,817.0 89
1976 3,870.3 5,397.0 9,267.3 92
1977 3,973.2 5,345.4 9,318.6 93
1978 3,775.5 5,353.6 9,129.1 94
1979 3,420.7 4,450.4 7,871.1 92
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FIGURE 3.

PERCENT OF RECREATION VISITS

BY LOCATION - 1979

REMOTE AREA
VISITS 0.4%

903,590



FIGURE 4.

PERCENT OF AREAS BY LOCATION
1979
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TABLE 8. RECREATION VISITS, ACREAGE,

AREAS ADMINISTERED AND AREAS REPORTING VISITS

IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM BY CLASSIFICATION

AREAS
RECREATION

, y
AREAS

CLASSIFICATION

National Battlefields

National Battlefield Parks

National Battlefield Sites

National Historic Sites

National Historical Parks

National Lakeshores

National Memorials

National Military Parks

National Monuments

National Parks

National Parkways

National Preserves

National Recreation Areas

National Seashores

National Rivers (include
Wild and Scenic Rivers
and Riverways)

National Scenic Trails

National Capital Parks

National Mall

National Visitor Center

Parks - Other

White House

TOTALS

RECREATION
VISITS ACREAGE-7

AREAS
ADMINISTERED

REPORTING
VISITS

1,327,776 10,514.40 9 8

1,920,589 6,685.18 3 3

1,903 12.36 1 1

9,040,531 17,958.97 59 47

20,735,021 104,588.04 22 19

2,685,634 196,406.30 4 4

9,931,001 8,245.66 22 19

4,705,381 34,730.12 11 11

8,214,251 54,615,320.54 92 77

45,250,345 16,039,704.71 39 39

27,209,546 160,854.45 4 4

— 654,550.00 2 —

38,059,932 3,661,664.79 17 13

13,753,874 598,089.29 10 10

2,520,549 525,443.33 10 3

— 52,034.25 1 —

2,810,962 6,468.82 1 1

— 146.35 1
—

281,883
2/

.
00—' 1 1

8,185,884 32,019.48 10 10

1,313,017 18.07 1 1

205,369,795

eas. not part of

76

the

,725,455.11

system

320

23

271

1. Acreage as of December 31, 1979
2. Counted in National Capital Parks



TABLE 9. RECREATION VISITS BY REGION

1977 1978 1979

Mid-Atlantic 20,124,435 23,275,799 21,603,869
Midwest 8,647,252 8,783,570 8,857,493
North Atlantic 23,625,961 24,085,979 22,954,989
Pacific Northwest 7,589,251 7,735,468 7,069,067
Rocky Mountain 26,322,230 26,482,782 20,900,056
Southwest 11,369,517 11,367,231 11,095,451
Southeast 49,794,987 50,991,525 46,688,184
Western 33,751,164 37,620,168 36,979,263
National Capital 29,344,915 31,189,698 29,221,423

TOTALS 210,569,712 222,184,026 205,369,795

FIGURE 7. PERCENT OF RECREATION VISITS BY REGION

1979

OTV^K
1%

1979 RECREATION VISITS



METHODS

Information reported here is collected monthly by all units reporting visits

of the National Park Service, United States Department of Interior. This

information results from a variety of methods ranging from visual counts to

electromagnetic traffic counters. In each unit of the aprk system, the

method of learning about public use is selected to preserve a balance between

cost effectiveness and concern for the best accuracy possible. Many problems

complicate the counting effort such as "open" parks which have multiple,

random access points. Irregular park boundaries and boundaries which include

residencies or even small population centers make it difficult to actually

count visits. In such cases, local estimates are designed to adjust for the

circumstances. Estimates of other types are also reported here. The reports

of "recreational" use and visitor hours are derived from a variety of

estimates. Visitor surveys are periodically conducted to establish the basis

of estimating as well as to change the estimates as the patterns of travel

and public use are changing.

The statistical data reported here are constantly subject to study, verifica-

tion, correction, and improvement. Overall, the guidelines for National

Park Service statistical policy and standards are derived from the following:

"Many parks have unique and complicated patterns of public
use not to mention physical conditions which make complete
and accurate counting difficult and costly....

It should be kept in mind that partial counts are beter than

none at all. If it is not possible to measure or estimate
total public use, a partial counting system will be used where
it is feasible to conduct a limited effort which is believed
to create conservative figures.
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There may be occasions when it is unclear if an activity should
be counted as a visit to be entered on the Monthly Public Use

Report. The following underlying principle will apply: The

purpose of collecting these statistics is to measure the impact
of public use on the park and it's resources. Any use which
requires the application of public funds or manpower of the

National Park Service for its support is a reportable use."
-Reports Management Handbook, NPS AM-5

In this context, the National Park Service attempts to serve the many

interests in the vitality of outdoor recreation travel in America. We

believe these data to be among the very best indicators of their kind. The

data reported here are suitable for most general purposes and are comparable

over time. (Users should always pay. special attention to footnotes when

making comparisons over time.) For work needing greater detail a more

intensive Public Use Monitoring Program is available at many larger areas.
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DEFINITIONS

VISITOR . Any person, except Service personnel, who enters the lands or

waters administered by the National Park Service.

SERVICE PERSONNEL . (a) employees of the Service who are assigned to the

park or are visiting the park in connection with their duty assignments;

(b) NPS contractors, concessioners, cooperating associations; (c) the

households of Service employees resident in the parks. All such "Service

personnel" are not reportable as public use.

VISIT . The entry of any person, except Service personnel, onto lands or

waters administered by the National Park Service. A visitor may enter

several parks during a trip and generate a "visit" for each entry (multiple

visitation). A visitor may enter a single park several times during a

reporting period and generate a visit for each entry (repeat visitation).

Visits may occur as recreation visits or nonrecreation visits.

RECREATION VISIT . The entry of any person, except Service personnel, onto

lands or waters administered by the National Park Service for recreation

purposes.

NONRECREATION VISITS . Reportable nonrecreation visits include: (a) com-

muters, inholders, and other through traffic (except Service personnel)

using Service-administered roads or waterways through a park for their

convenience; (b) any tradesmen servicing facilities within or making

deliveries to destinations within a park or inholding; (c) employees of

any other Federal, State or local agency on business in the park.
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Nonreportable nonrecreation visits are entries by the Service's vehicles and

trips to or from work assignments or residences in the park by Service

personnel; everybody else using Service-administered roads, waters, etc., is

either a recreation or a nonrecreation visitor, unless a negligible transit

occurs as defined below.

NEGLIGIBLE TRANSIT . A brief, incidental entry into a park by through

traffic (pedestrian or vehicular) which uses Service-administered roads or

walkways.

VISITOR-HOUR . The presence of one or more persons (excluding Service

personnel) in a park for continous, intermittent or simultaneous periods

of time aggregating one hour (e.g., one person for one hour, two persons

for one-half hour, n persons for 1/n hours).

OVERNIGHT STAY . The passing of one night within a park by a visitor. This

excludes non-Service territory, (i.e., inholdings) and non-visitors (i.e.,

persons making only nonreportable visits, whether engaged in recreation or

nonrecreation) ; but it includes use of concessioner facilities by all except

Service personnel.

TENTS . Camping in tents erected on a campsite or attached to a car or

station wagon, but excluding tent trailers; also includes sleeping on the

ground in cars or in trucks without camper bodies.

RECREATION VEHICLES . Any enclosed vehicle used for camping which is

more elaborate than a simple truck or car, such as pickup trucks with

camper bodies, pop-up tent trailers, travel trailers, buses, coaches,

mobile homes, etc.
35



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . An agency of the Department of Interior which

administers more than two dozen types of federal land use classifications

The National Park Service does not administer National Forests (United

States Department of Agriculture/Forest Service) , Wildlife Refuges

(United States Department of Interior/Fish and Wildlife Service), or a

variety of other federal lands used for outdoor recreation.

CLASSIFICATION . The differences in the classifications are generally

reflected in the titles listed below. A detailed description of each

classification may be found in the publicaition, Index, National Park

System and Related Areas, 1979.

National Bsttlefields (NB) National Parkways

National Battlefield Parks (NBP) National Preserves

National Battlefield Sites (NBS) National Recreation Areas (NRA)

National Historic Sites (NHS) National Rivers (NR)

National Historical Parks (NHP) National Scenic Trails (NST)

National Lakeshores (NL) National Seashores (NS)

National Memorials (NMEM) National Capital Parks (NCP)

National Memorial Parks (NMEMP) N?tional Mall

National Military Parks (NMP) National Visitor Center

National Monuments (NM) Parks - Other

National Parks (NP) White House
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REGIONS . National Park Service Regions include the following states

Mid-Atlantic - DE MD PA VA WV

Midwest - IA IL IN KS MI MN MO NE OH WI

National Capital Parks - DC

North Atlantic - CT MA ME NH NJ NY RI VT

Pacific Northwest - AK ID OR WA

Rocky Mountain - Part of AZ CO MT ND SD UT WY

Southeast - AL FL GA KY MS NC PR SC TN VI

Southwest - AR Part of AZ LA NM OK TX

Western - AZ CA HI NV
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MISCELLANEOUS ABBREVIATIONS

BPL Birthplace
Abraham Linclon BPL NHS
Theodore Roosevelt BPL NHS

C & Chesapeake and Ohio
C & Canal NHP

Chick Chatt Chickamauga and Chattanooga
Chick Chatt NMP

Fred Spot Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania
Fred Spot County Battlefields Mem NMP

HS Historic Shrine
Fort McHenry NM & HS

IPM International Peace Memorial
Perry's Victory & IPM

J.D. John D.

listed as, J.D. Rockefeller Pkwy.

full name, John D. Rockefeller, Jr., Memorial Parkway

JFK Ctr, John Fitzgerald Kennedy Center
Perf JFK Ctr for the Performing Arts

NEM National Expansion Memorial
Jefferson NEM NHS

OTG of the Gunnison
Black Canyon OTG NM
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FOOTNOTES

* Less than 50 visits or overnight stays

1. The following areas' first data series started later than January 1978.

Cuyahoga Valley NRA (January 1978), Valley Forge NHP (January 1978),

Lowell NHP (January 1979), Roger Williams NM (January 1979), Grant-Kohrs
Ranch NHS (January 1979), Fort Scott NHS (June 1979), Klondike Gold

Rush - Seattle, (July 1979).

2. Data for North Cascades NP, Ross Lake NRA and Lake Chelan NRA are shown

combined; no breakdown available.

3. Areas formerly included in National Capital Parks are now listed as

separate units of the National Park System.

A. The 1979 Visits figures for these areas are not strictly comparable to

the 1978 figures, due to changes in the counting procedures.

5. Nonrecreation visits and overnight stays reflect use by persons occupying
dwellings owned by the NPS but leased back to occupants.

6. City of Refuge NHP changed to Pu'uhonua o Honaunau NHP, October 1, 1978.

7. Shadow Mountain NRA no longer administered by the National Park Service.

8. Theodore Roosevelt NMemP and Badlands NM redesignated National Parks,
and Chalmette NHP redesignated Jean Lafitte NHP and Preserve, November, 1978.

NPS 1570
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