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Summary of liie January 1955 Monthly narrative Report

for
EVERGLADES ilATIOllAL PARK

WEATHER COi!DITIOI'S: Rainfall below normal.

PLAIIS, MAPS AIjD SURVEYS: Broad-Shark River area recon-
naissance ^ra,s by Park Engineer.
Survey made by Bureau of Land
Management for Paradise Prairie
case, B.P.R, ran P-lines from
stations around Flamingo area.

-thi-hz

GEI:ERAL PUBLICITY: Magazine Trucking; carried article
on Everglades national Park and
il.Y. Herald Tribune carried series
of articles on the Park.

MAIilTEIIAIICE: Important miscellaneous mainte-
nance vms done.

COIISTRUCTIOIT: Financing worked out for contract
14-10-111- U3 and contract lU-10-
IJL-Ul coming to completion soon.

APPROACHES TO PARK AREA: Superintendent met with Florida
City Council to discuss condition
of State Road a?.

COIICESSIOIERS: national Parks Concessions, Inc.,

in last season of operation in
this Park. Everglades Transway
Service began trips to Cuthbert
Lake Rookery. Permanent Park
concessioner expected to be
chosen soon.

TRAVEL: tore visitrs than last year in
lyliami as well as in Park.

VISITORS:

RAIIGER SERVICE:

LAW EIIFORCE^EIIT:
.^

Nj

3
&

#r
^

.^

.<3^

Visitation to Royal Palm increasing
steadily. Four U. of M ami students
reported lost but found unhurt,

\

Sentence passed on four local men
convicted of hunting in Park last
month. Three cases were fined a
total of $70 before U. S. Commis-
sioner. «

EVERGLADES IIATIOIJAL PARK SUMMARY SHEET OIIE



»" '
,> :?



I>

FIRE COIITROL:

ACCIDEIITS:

PUBLIC HEALTH:

OIL EXPLORATIOIi:

Four fires occurred during
the montli, 3 statistical
suid one non-statistical.

Two non-collission automobile
accidents.

Flamingo picnic area water
was cut off to public until
contamination was corrected.

Gulf Oil Company drilled another
"dry hole" on Park land. 6

Page

5
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di UIIITED STATES
DEPARTMEIIT OF THE lilTSRIOR

IIATIOilAL PARK SERVICE

SUPERIIITEIIDEIiT'S KOIITHLY IIABRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES IIATI OilAL PARK
JAIIUARY 1955

V/eather Conditions ; Generally speaking, ground water

levels in the Park i^ere slightly higher than normal for January

according to the U. S. Geological Survey, but it seemed that

inundated areas of the Park were less than January a year ago.

Rainfall in the Park was believed to be below normal which, with high

winds, increased fire hazard. Temperatures continued cool, producing

one of south Florida's coldest winters.

Readings from stations were as follows:

Royal Palm Ranger Station

Coot Bay Ranger Station

Ifeimiami Ranger Station

Tavernier Ranger Station

Plans, Maps and Surveys ; The Park Engineer led a party
to the Broad-Shark Kiver area where a reconnaissance was made
for the future canal connecting these two rivers. As a result
of this study, it was possible to submit a more exact P.O.P. for
the project. The U. S. Ixlarine Corps Air Station h£ui carefully
airmapped the area before the studj^ was made on the ground.

Messrs. Shearer and Larkin of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment re-ran Government siorvey to the south line of T. 58; K. 35.
This was in connection with study being made relative to the con-
tested case of United States v. Paradise Prairie and Dorothy
Dewhurst Parker .

¥ir. Gates of the Bureau of Public Roads ran P- lines
from Station 1237 + 00 to I7OO + 00, close traverses around
dykes at Flamingo area, and levels from Station 1237 4 00 to
1700 4 00. Cross sections were taken at several stations. At
the B.P.R. office in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, P-lines and locations
were projected and cross sections coriipleted on a great deal of
the proposed road alignment.

* Thermometer out of order for 10 days.

:I^lax Temp; Mean hh.x: M5.n Temp; Mean Min; Rainfall;

\ 820
: 77.10 ; 36° ; 50.30

'

: .22" !

': 820 <
. 76.20 .! UlO ;

*
: .82" !

1 8U0 • 77.60 : 390 : 53.7°
"

': ,8U"
':

; 810 i 75.50 kSo
:. 60.50 :

.46"
':
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General Publ i city: The magazine 'j.rucking put out by
the Great Southern 'Trucking Company carried an article entitled
"Pahayokee" concerning a visit to Everglades IlationaJ. Park, This

was in their February edition.

The Hew York Herald Tribvme completed a series of articles
by John O'Reilly on Everglades national Park.

Maintenance ; Highway maintenance including ilsading the

road from Long Pine Key to Flamingo Bridge except for private lands,

and then from the bridge to Slagle's Ditch. Tiie rejnger station,

bunkhouse, and shop at Coot Eay were repainted and the docks at
Coot Bay were repaired. Two hundred cubic yards of fill material
was hauled to house this ditch, stockpile on site for canal closure
later in the year.

Work was started on the boatload at Coot Eay. It was
found that the cable sheave blocks were badly ?:-iisted and new ones
will be fabricated in the shop. Submerged vegetation was cleared
from the Royal Palm Fond in an effort to prevent -bhe mass death
of fish later in the season due to suffocation caused by decaying
organic matter.

Construction ; Dredging and Filling Contract 1^-10-111-Ul:
It is estimated that the contractor has completed 18^,696 cubic
yards of dredging and 9 acres of clearing and grubbing as of
January 11. Also estimated v/as 90$ of clearing and incidental
work to maintain traffic and refill canal at existing road near
Flamingo Bridge. This contract will be completed in February.

Bulkheading Contract 1^1-10-111-^4-3: Financing was worked
out for this contract and it was signed by the Superintendent as
of January 21, the amount being $169,838.39. The contract was then
sent to the Director for approval.

Approaches to Park Area ; The Superintendent met with a
Council at the City Council of Florida City to discuss with them
a coordinated effort for reconstruction of State Road 2? from
Florida City to the Park entrance. The Council endorsed such
action and appointed a Committee headed by I^layor Ilevillo to co-
operate with the Superintendent in his efforts to get this road
rebuilt.

Land clearing towards the entrance of the Park in the
pinelands continued. It is belj.eved that clearing for tomato fields
will reach the Park boundary within a few months. This will mean
that visitors approaching tlie Park will be driving through agri-
cultural land until they reach the Park boundary soon. The sudden

EVERGLADES IIATIOIJAL PARK - Page Tvro
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break between coinmercial use of land p.ri^ ITational Park property

has some ad/artace ^'n its effect upoi -'.l^c \-:Bi.tor. It has

the added advantage of giving the Park a substantial firebreak

in the vicinity of the entrance.

Concessioners: As the decision for a permanent Park

concessioner gain "cTTser, the representatives of the local Rose

group consulted vith the Superintendent upon several occasions

and there vrere telephone calls and corrertpo.a-Jence with the Fred

Harvey group. It is anticipated that one cr the; other will be

chosen as the permanent Park concessioner within a month or

two,

national Parks Concessions, inc., at the annual

meeting of the Board of Directors decided tho.t this will be

their last season of operation at Sverglaa.es national Park,

They advised the Superintendent accordingly.

E^/erglades Transwa\^ Service began •nh^ Cuthbert Lake

trip on January 2^. Its Coot Bay shhedule of trips is continuing.

Mark Hamilton, charterboat operator go.ve up his Coot

Bay concession permit before final processing. Mr, Hamilton
said that it was just too hard work for the money received.
He is expected to opefate from Everglades City as formerly done.

Wendell Williams, younger brother of Finis Williams,
started operating his brother's charterboat out of Coot Bay
this month. Finis was killed last year and his wife was allowed
to keep his concession until it expires at the end of this year.

Tiie number of silver mullet permit applications received
is do\m this year from last. 'Brenty-five applications were
mialed out to last season's permittees and only 21 of them
indicated a desire to renew the permits.

Cooperating Government Agencies ; U.S.D.A, Pink Boll
Worm Cotton Eradication crews working out of Flamingo are now
in the areas around Snake Bight and the road toward Crocodile
Point. Ihe houseboat crew working the north part of Florida
Bay has moved down to the Lignumvitae Key area outside the Park.

Weather stations operated by the Park were inspected
by a Weather Bureau official during the mouth.

EVERGLADES IIATIOIIAL PARK - Page Ihree
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Travel* Fore •^'•isitors entered T'-r'^.rr-^.^d.ris national Park

diiring Jamiar~\~ -than -in any other month in V'ar.c hirtory. A total

of 33,061 people visibed the Park which o&pb jTolriiary (31,265) of

last year. The breakdo-^-na was as follows: Private motor vehicles,

31,3^2; private motor boats, 1,89^; busses, 616; walking, 8; and

bicycles, 2.

All states were represented as well as nine Canadian
provinces, Alaska, Iceland, Cuba, Virgin Islands, England, Denmark,

Iraq., Isreal, China, Fiji Islands, and Hawaii.

"Greater Miami's tourist business in January increased
nine percent over last year" according to University of Miami's Tourist
Trade Index, Ihe report continued: "Air traffic continues to bring
more people. •«• * * The increase is at an astonishing rate of 30^
over January 195^. Rail figures are do"^m lO^j. Motor traffic showed
expected volume."

It is noteworthy that race course attendance (a usual
indicator of the success of the Gold Coast season) decreased slightly.
"This is a factor to consider in appraising our visitor attractions"
the airport noted, "because of the current multitude of appealing
interests (other than race tracks) that are bringing more tourists
to south Florida."

Visitors ;

Superintendent and Mrs. Edward Hummel of Great Smoky
Mountains national Park

Chief Ranger and i^irs. Granville B. Liles and 2 children
of Great Smoky Mountains national Park

E, M. Dale, Chief Ranger, Blue Ridge Parkway
Edward Stephanie, former Assistant Chief Ranger in
Everglades and now a contractor in Hew Jersey

David Jones, Assistant Superineendent. Big Bend national
Park

Ivlike Becker, District Ranger, Blue Ridge Parkt^ray

James Howell, Supervisory Park Ranger, Shiloh national
Memoraal Park

Kurt Severin, free-lance photographer, connected \/ith

Sports Illustrated

Ranger Service :

Patrol mileage for January was as follows:

Car 11,673 miles
Boat 2,183 miles
Airboat ^kk miles

Total li^-,i+00 miles

EVERGLADES HATIOnAL PARK - Page Four
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Four University of Miami students reported lost in the

Cape Sable District were found by Park personnel January 31 near
Slagle's Ditch, They had gone too far in their rented skiff on
their limited supply of gasoline and were \inable to make it back
to Broom's Camp. The boys spent the night on Cape Sable Beach
and were none the worse from the experience.

Assistance was given the Park naturalist in handling a
group of 300 scouts of varying ages. A fire equipment demonstra-
tion was conducted for the group by District Ranger McDowell and
Supervisory Fire Control Aid Shilts.

Visitation to the Royal Palm District is increasing
steadily. During weekends directing traffic in this district
occupies much of the rangers' time. Five portable "IIo Parking
This Side; signs placed between Royal Palm Ranger Station and
the bridge east of the station helped to alleviate congestion.

3Law Enforcement : As reported in previous monthly reports,
four local men were arrested for hunting in the park from an airboat
and were tried and convicted in Federal Court at Miami. On Janu-
ary 1^, defendants Sullivan, Roberts, Bagwell, and Williams were
each fined $300 on the count that found each guilty of hunting in
the park. In addition Judge Choate sentenced each man to two months
imprisomiient on each guilty count (Sullivan, hunting only; Roberts
and Bagi\^ell, hunting and firearms; and Williams, hunting, firearms,
and operating an airboat in the park). Tiie imprisonment was suspended
and the men placed on probation for one year.

On January 28 the State of Florida Game and Fresh Water
Fish Commission brought the same m.en before Judge R. D. Zetterower
at Tavernier, charging them \7ith hunting out of season. The State's
evidence was based on our case. The four defendants entered a plea
of "nolle contendere." All were found guilty and fined $50 each
except Sullivan \7ho was assessed an additional $25.93 costs. The
fines were paid in one dollar bills, supposedly collected, according
to Rusty Sullivan, in Homestead from friends of the "poor poachers."

Three cases were heard before U. S. Conmissioner Hodson
during the month. Two were for speeding on park roads and one for
possession of firearms. A total of $70 in fines resulted.

Fire Control : There were three reportable fires and a
non-statistical one during the m.onth. One of the fires, believed
started by hunters operating from a glades buggy in the "hole-
in-the-doughnut" area, reached Long Pine Key, burning 1,936 acres
of whic 768 were park land. Wind gusts up to 40 miles per hour
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hindered control and threatened established lines. Legal counsel

is being souglit by the U. S. Commissioner and Chief Ranger to

determine whether a case can be made against the hunters.

Accidents ; T^/o non-collision automobile accidents
occurred on Park roads. One person suffered minor injury when
a cai' left the road at the curve one mile south of Coot Bay.

The other vehicular accident involved one of Park con-

tractor Alonzo Gothron's trucks in whch three of his employees

were riding. The left front tire of the truck blew out, with
resulting loss of control and capsizing of the vehicle. One man
was slightly hurt in getting out of the truck after the accident.

On January I9 Mrs, Ethel Montgomery of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, tripped and fell while walking on the charterboat
dock at Coot Bay. She suffered an injured left -^Trist and abrasions.
She has since requested and has been furnished the necessary forms
to file a tort claim (our first) against the Park.

Public Health : Arrangements were made with Mr. Frazier
of the Florida State Board of Health, Miami Laboratory, to test
Park drinking water bacteriologically and chemically. Flamingo
picnic area water showed contamination and action was taken to
correct it, Ohe supply was discontinued to the public until it
is made safe.

Oil B:qploration ; The Gulf Oil Company has drilled another
"dry hole" on Park land. They reached a depth of II.615 feet with-
out finding commercial quantities of oil. Iheir drilling equipment
is now stockpiled at the drill site and whether they plan to try
again is not known.

/ ^

S./j.fr...,.

Daniel B. Beard
SuT^erintendent
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In reply refer to:

A2823

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
P. 0. BOX 275

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

General •.

January 3, 1955

Memorandum

To: Buperlntendent

From: AsalBtant Superintendent

Subject: Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Report

AdDiinistration

/i
>

il MllUL^

Personnel : David 0. Karraker, e.o.d. in the newly established
position. Pes. # 70, Park Naturalist, G3-U22-5> on December i*-.

Position # 9, a new temporary position, of Biologist, GS-i»01-7>

was established on December 8.

Position # 71» Supervisory Park Ranger, OS-U53-6, Lostman's
River Subdistrict, was established December 9 in lieu of the Park Ranger,
incumbent Marcus B. Parker.

Position # 8, District Park Ranger, OS-^53-7, Tamiami District,
was established December 9i in lieu of Supervisory Park Ranger (District
Ranger), incumbent Srwin C. Vinte^^^p

^^

Position # 11, Fiscal Accounting Clerk, GS-501-5* was approved
effective December 6, involving a Redescription of Duties, incianbent,

Florence Schwartz.

Position # 65, Clerk-Stenographer, GS-312-^4-, was approved
December 6, involving a Redescription of Duties, incumbent, Helen Rea.

Position # 58, Voucher and ?a/roi:i Clerk, OG-pOl-U, was
established December 6, in lieu of the Cost Clerk position, incumbent,
Maude Harriott.

.1;. V^^Lr-iil

George W. Pry
Assistant Superintendent

GWFry:Tirb
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Suinmary of the February 1955 Monthly Narrative Report
for

EVERGLADES NATIOmL PARK nrF^

GENERAL:

VEATHER COITOITIONS:

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:

INSPECTIONS:

PLANS, IvlAPS, AM) SURVEYS:

COMPLAINTS:

MAINTENA]\TCE:

CONSTRUCTION:

COOPERATING GOVERNI^NT
AGENCIES:

INTERPRETIirE SERVICES:

NATURAL HISTORY;

TRAVEL:

General report on south Florida.

Lowest average rainfall for
month in seven years.

Request of Biologist for a
year's leave of absence.

Page

1

2

2

B.P.R, made studies of road
area. Waterflow data collected
for Flamingo- Coot Bay CanaJ.. 2

Bad condition of Ingraham
Highway, 2

New cables on boatlift at Coot
Bay. Old water tanker underwent
extensive repairs. 2

Final inspection made on Contract
lli.-10-lll-lH. Award made to
Alonzo Cothron on Bulkheading
Contract 1^^-10-111-^^3. Project
lAl for stockpiling of oolitic
borrow advertised oy B.P.R. 3

Plans for mapping of south Florida
discussed with U.S.G.S. and U.S.
Cc&G,S« 3

Naturalist Dilley assigned to
Grand Canyon. 2fe.lk- for special
groups

.

3

Increase of roseate spoonbill

,

manatee, and white pelicans in
Florida ^y District. k

Tt'7o unusually cold weeks brought
attendance for February below
195^ level for month. k
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VISITORS:

RMTGER SERVICE:

POLICE PROTECTION:

FIRE CONTROL:

ACCIDENTS:

OIL EXPLORATION:

Congested traffic at Royal
Palm-Anliinga Trail areas.
Additional directional signs
posted in attempt to alleviate
situation.

Four cases heard tefore U.S.
Conanissioner in speed viola-
tion. Hunters' case held under
advisement (alleged arson case.)
Stopnet removed from creek in
Park.

Four statistical fires.

Three noncollision accidents.
Contractor's employee injured.

Gulf Oil's nev well in Sandy
Key outside Park.
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i milTED STA-IES

Ir ^^ply
A2o23

refer to:

DEPARTtlEWT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPERINTENDENT'S MOHIHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
FEBRUARY 1955

General: February 1955 marked the highest travel peak

ever attained in southern Florida. It was not a very good month
weatherwise, though. Ihe tourists did not get rained upon (which

was good from their angle), nor did they get suntans which is

the hallmark of a Florida vacation (and that was bad). It was a

cloudy raonth--most unusual 1--Wxth several cool spells, one of
which plummeted temperatures in the park to a chilly 31^'

All tourist accommodations reached their peak occupancy,
yet so great have they expanded that the saturation point was
never reached. International Airport looked m.ore and more like
a New York subway station at rush hour. Increase m air traffic
during February taxed the facilities of all major airlines to the
utmost. Shuttle service from New York, Washington, and Chicago was
as routine and as crowded as local bus service.

This tremendous travel into Greater Miami area did not
reflect in a big increase in travel at Everglades National Park.
In fact, there was a decrease of around 2). as compared with the
same month last year. There is every indication that this was
because of cool weather the first two weeks of the month. Never-
theless, all park facilities and perfcOJinei ware stretched to the
utmost with a few signs of "coming apart at the seams." Wildlife
"shows" were good. Fxre hazard was buildirg up to da-igercus
proportions. Those who hazard educated guesses prjdict Iv^arch

will be almost as big a month as February this year.

Weather Conditions ; Average rainfall for park stations
was only .26 inches which is far below a seven-year average of
2.05 inches. The Shark River Easin was not as dry as cumulative
rainfall deficiency would indicate, however, due probably to in-
creased seepage from water storage above Timiami T^rail resulting
from the flcod control project. Temperatures ranged from a low
of 37° to a more comfortable high of 88°,

Readings from stations follow:

Royal Palm Ranger Station
Coot Bay Ranger Station
Tamiaimi Ranger Station
Florida Bay Ranger Station

fex Temp

850
820

Mean .Max

79.00
77.1°
77.50
76.3°

Min Temp

39°

^yo

Mean Mint Rainfall

5^.20
57.80
57.1°

35"

(T)
,,o.W

0.51"
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Special Activities ; Hie Park Biologist attended a meeting
of the Council of the Florida Academy of Sciences (of which he is

President) at Lakeland. A Conservation Committee was authorized as

an Academy function. He also went to the American I^seura of Natural
History in New York while on leave to study a special assignment.
As a result an eleven-month leave of absence was requested.

Inspections : The following officials visited the Park:

Howard Stagner , Principal Naturalist from Washington, to study
development plans in relation to interpretation,

Ross Sweeny and Warren J. Oliver , Engineers from E.O.D.C, to
prepare for supervision of Bulkhead Contract lU-10-lll-^3«

Jackson E. Price , Chief of Lands from VJashington and E. M ,

Lisle , Assistant Regional Director, to go over strategy
in relation to land acq.uisition on Gulf Coast and other
matters

.

Ra^Tnond Mulvany , Regional Administrative Officer, to study
"budgets, personnel proposals, and related subjects.

Plans, ISfe-ps, and Surveys ; Bureau of Public Road work
consisted of computation and checking of oolitic borrow, mail borrow,
and muck excavation areas. Areas for clearing, grubbing, and seeding
were checked. Studies were made for circulating roads, parking
areas, and drainage at Flamingo. This was all in the road section
between Flamingo and West Lake. Beyond, to Concrete Bridge, cross
sectioning and soil surveys were continued. A reconnaissance was
made of the "Bee-Line" route from 9-I^'Iile Bend east or northeast to
Royal Palm Station.

Waterflow data were collected during the time that the
Flamingo-Coot Bay Canal remained open. This information was sent
to E.O.D.C, and indicates no appreciable ecological difficulties
will arise from the project.

Complaints ; Ingraham Highway was in bad shape, especially
where it went through the "Hole-in-the-Doughnut". With last year's ?

rains and this winter's dust, topping material along the highway
had either washed or blown thin. I^ny complaints were made and
concessioners felt it had hurt business.

]%intenance ; New cables were put on the boatlift at
Coot Bay and other repairs made to put this facility back into
service.

EVERGLADES NATIOML PARK - PAGE WO





The old water tanker used to haul water to Coot Bay

and Flamingo underwent extensive repairs. A new bottom had to

be welded on the tank.

Construction ; Dredging and Filling, Contract 1J+-IO-

111-^1: Final inspection was made February 18 and the work was
accepted by the Government. A total of 197,229 cubic yards
costing ip67, 168.70 was approved. A new "river" now exists from
Florida Bay to Coot Bay \T±th channel deepened about a mile out
into Florida and to Tarpon Creek. Studies by park engineers
indicate minimum ecological change will result.

Bulkheading Contract, IU-IO-III-U3: Award was made
to Alonzo Cothron with Assistant Director's approval on Febru-
ary 15. Notice to proceed was dated February 21. Ihe first phase
of work inll be gathering oolitic fill from Basins 1 and 2 for
backfill and riprap. Contractor is subbing to Pre-Cast Corp. of
Miami who will prefabricate the concrete bulkheading. Engineer
M. Stump of E.O.D.C, was selected as contracting officer's repre-
sentative. Total award for the job is $169,838.39.

Project lAl for stoclrpiling of oolitic borrow at Flamingo
was advertized by B.P.R, Bids will be opened ^iarch 16.

Cooperating Government Agencies ; Plans were discussed
with representatives of the U. S. Geological Siorvey and the U. S.

Coast and Geodetic Survey regarding the mapping of south Florida,
including the coastal waters and interior of Everglades National
Park. In preparation for establishing triangulation station in
Everglades National Park, District Ranger Mrazek spent one day
with a Coast and Geodetic Survey crew relocating markers in the
Cape Sable District.

Members of the Park Protection Staff accompanied Assistant
Area Leader Bittner, in charge of the Pink Bollworm Cotton Eradica-
tion work, in an inspection of the areas worked by the crews d'oring
the past several months. No adverse cutting was noted and the work
accomplished appeared to be in accord with Park Service desires.

Fix . Leonard Pardue of the Miami Office, U. S. Ueather
Bureau, inspected the Park stations at Royal Palm and T^jniami.
ViC. Pardue was interested solely in wind observations, especially
with regard to the Park's cooperative action in reporting wind
velocities during hurricane periods.

Interpretive Services : Park Naturalist Willard E. Dilley
completed his last full month in charge of the interpretive work
of the Park. He will transfer to Grand Canyon National Park in
March.

EVERGLADES NATIOML PARK - PAGE THREE
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Following are statistics for Fe'oruary interpretive

services:

36 Guided walks, Gumbo Limbo Trail - 55^ persons

k Saturday guided hikes - 93 persons

5 Special group walks - 163 persons

ICO Boat trips - 9OO passengers

3 Night Prowls - 6k persons

25 Evening talks at Anhinga Trail - 1,0^+0 persons

hr Sunday evening slide talks - 282 persons

Contacts at manned stations - 9^568 persons

Natural History : The fecundity of Ajaia a.laja is gratifying.

Or, we might put it another way and say that District Ranger Eean

brought off a fine crop of roseate spoonbills this winter in Florida

Bay. According to nest counts, 38O young pinks were reared. It

seems worth recalling that Alexander Sprunt, Jr., reported a total

population of 300 adults and young for Florida at the American
Ornithologist Union's meeting in 1938. Although no phenomenal in-

crease in pinlcs has erupted- -nor was it expected- -and altliough

mainland habitats (Gator Lake) have not been reoccupied, the roseate
spoonbill population this year is in as healthy a condition as it
has been since before the 1935 hurricane at least. Nests were
found on Low Key for the first time and at Bottle Key after a lapse
of several years. Nest counts have run: 1951 - 6k; 1952 - 78;

1953 - ^3; 195^ - 81; and 1955 - 1?^.

Not to be outdistanced by its brother (or sister) rare
species,- the manatees of Everglades National Park also appear to
be fecimd. District Ranger Fxazek reported from kO to 50 in the
area of northeastern vJhitewater Bay on one day's patrol. We
wonder if an overgrazing problem will develop on the "northern
Everglades manatee range .

"

The number of white pelicans using Florida Bay in winter
has shoT'/n a gradual increase. About 500 of these spectacu3.ar
birds were regularly observed m Little JV^deira Bay.

A total of 13 small alligators, 26 turtles, and 8 T^ra.ter

snakes were released in the Royal Palm Ranger District.

Travel ; A total of 30,556 persons visited the Park
during February, a reduction of approximately 2'.' as compared to
the corresponding month last year. Ihe reduction is believed
attributable to the cold weather experienced during the first two
weeks of the month.

All states were represented as well as Alaska, seven
Canadian provinces, and 12 foreign countries. A survey at the
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entrance station of the vehicles not included (for example,

National Park Service, concessioners, landowners in the "Hole-

in- the-Doughnut, " and sales supply trucks) in the monthly visitor
report accounted for 9.5^ of the total vehicles entering the

Park.

Visitors !

William Anderson, Walt Disney Studios
Ralph Palmer, New York State Museum
^i^. and Mrs. Burman, Readers Digest
David Goodnow^ Sports Illustrated
V. D, Sutherland, Wildlife Photographer (Washington, D. C.)

T. T. Ranney, District Engineer, U. S. Geological Survey
Ted Williams, "baseball player (and fisherman)

Ranger Service : The Anhinga and Gumbo-Limbo Trails,

along with the Royal Palm Ranger Station continue to get the
greater part of the total number of persons visiting the Park.

As a result, traffic in this limited area is congested, especially
during weekends. Every effort is being made to alleviate the
difficulty through wise traffic control. Additional directional
signs were erected during the month, and key protection personnel
are on duty in this area over the weekends.

Patrol mileage for February was as follows:

Car 9,501 miles
Boat 2,698 miles
Airboat 370 miles

Total - - 12,569 miles

Police Protection : Four cases were heard before U. S.

Commissioner Hodson for violation of Sec. 20.45 (i) Speed , and $65 in
in fires were imposed. In another case involving Section 1.2,
Preservation of Public Property , the person cited failed to appear
and a v/arrant was issued for his arrest.

Messrs. E. H. Barnes, Rodney Roberts, and Columbus
Hollifield were tried before the Commissioner for violation of
Section 1856 of the U. S. Code, Title I8. These men were the ones
believed responsible for starting the Glades Buggy Fire of Janu-
ary 23. The Commissioner heard the evidence and has the case under
advisement, pending a discussion of it with Federal Judge John W.
Holland,

A 50-yard stopnet was removed from the mouth of a small
creek emptying into Long Sound by District Ranger Bean. Investiga-
tion continues.
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Fire Control : During February, there vrere four
statistical fires, one of which burned 175 acres of grassland
inside the Park. A map of the east fire boundary, showing the
agricultural lands, pine, and glades was finished and the inform-
ation transferred to the fire maps in the Dispatcher's Office
and Fire Cache.

Assistance was given to the Wavy Pumping Station on
February 28 in suppressing a wildfire on that military reserva-
tion.

Accidents : Three noncollision accidents occurred
during the month. Damage was minor and no one was injured.

|

Erwin Ash, an employee of Contractor Alonso Cothron,
suffered an injury to his groin while handling a winch on one of
the company's dredges.

Oil Exploration : The only equipment remaining at Gulf
Oil's dry hole in the Tamiami District is the casing, which, we
understand, the company plans to move to tlieir proposed operation
in the vicinity of Sandy Key. This new well will be off Park
land. Tlie remainder of the equipment from the "dry hole" was
moved by the Tri-State Drilling Company to a new exploration site
20 miles east of Acadia, Florida.

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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Sunmaxy of the March 1955 Monthly Narrative Report
for

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

SPECIAL ACTBaiTES:

WEATHER CONDITIONS:

INSPECTIONS:

PLANS, MAPS, AM) SURVEYS:

GENERAL PUBLICITY:

MAIimiNANCE:

CONSTRUCTION:

APPROACHES TO PARK:

CONCESSIONS:

COOPERATING G0VERN14ENT AGENCIES:

DONATIONS AND ACCESSIONS:

IKTERPRF.TIVE SERVICE:

Page

^7^^

Conferences held vith State
officials relative to completion
of Park. Site evaluation nade
of Ft, Pierce lands.

Drought reached serioTJis

proportions

«

1

2

Preliminary plans started for West
Lake and revision of maintenance
areav State to make lajid surveys
in Park, 2

Newspapers carried nevs and
editorials about Park because
of State public hearing, 2

Excellent shop and maintenance
work became evident. Work done
on buildings, grading areas, and
glades buggy. 2

Bulkheading contract in operation.
Bids taken for stockpile for
road, 3

Dawal Farms 'land clearing is giving
dramatic effect to Park entrance, 3

Everglades Park Co. chosen as

concessioner, but motel plans at
Flamingo ruled out, N.P.C*, Inc.,

to move out. k

U,S,D,A, crews closed winter
operations in Park,

Plant material given to Park,

Regular activities ended. Data
on scheduled events noted. New
signs erected.

k

k
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Page

NAITJRAL HISTORY:

TRAVEL:

VISITORS:

RANGER SERVICE:

FIRE CONTROL:

ACCIDENTS:

PERSOWI^IEL:

Contradictory spring arrived.
Rookeries excellent. Kosquito
season to be severe.

Greater Miami travel exceeded
expectations. Total of 31>628
visited Park.

New radios installed. Eoimdary
posting done. Patrol mileage
cited. Ground Observer Corps
exercise.

5

5

6

Einerg3ncy measures taken because
of drought. Tamiami Trail slash
hazard solved. Three fires bxirned

kh6 acres in Park, 7

Three auto accidents. Two dropped
dead m Park and one prominent
visitor died outside area, 7

One new naturalist, three new
babies augment Park force, 7
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UI^IITED STATES
DEPARTl'iENT OF ITDS II^ITERIOR

HATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPERIllTEMDEHT'S MOHTITLY FAPHATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES MTIOIT.V-: ^.^RK

^iARCH"l95r

Special Activities ; Completion of Park, Superintendent
Beard and Collaborator iv^.nly met vrith Assistant to Secretary
Raymond Davis and Assistant Director Ihomas J, Allen for a trip

to Tallahassee. (Beard had been at Ta].lab.assee for a conference

on Collier grant lands the week befcri.) A public, hea.ring had
been called by Governor Collins whor-o administration had inherited
the problem of completing the park,. Of major concern \?ao convey-

ance of State lands along the Gulf Coast and genev-al agr^^ement

on permanent park boundaries. PrfC-.rinent et the heprirgj and later
conferences were Senator Spessaro H:;".iand, T?-.'eH,&ure.r Lc-.rr.on,

Comptroller Green (acxing), and i't''"c-"ney Gsner.al .Ervrin,,

Efforts were made to recorciie ce.rtrin. differences of
opinion and to arrive at a mutuaJ.ly agreeable solution through a
memorandum of \mderstancl.ing, Tenta'tive agreements seemed possible
on all points except the proposal for a ccnnecting road from Ever-
glades (City) to Flamingo,

The Xihole -understanding vas held in abeyance at month's
end. The biennial session of the Legislature wr.s scheduled to
begin April 5.

Landscape Architect Ar.merm.an m.ade site evaluation of
surplus Federal lands near Ft. Piece which St. Lucie Coujity had
requested to purchase as a recraatioxial park, .Ixr, Ammerman also
acting as one of the judges in the Miami Metropolitan Flower Show,

IJea.ther Conditions : The drought continued for the fourth
consecutive month, resulting in a rapidly falling water table.
Fish died in Park canals and in certain Glader areas, "^le Royal Palm
Pond \ms aerated to in^rove conditions at that location„ Eujidreds
of dead bass and brecua were removed from the meat around T-Mile
Tower to reduce the unpleasant odor. For the first 28 days of the
month, only one of the Park's four ranger stations reported any
rainfall, a mere .02 inches at Tamiami. A gcn.^ral rain on the 29th
relieved tlie situation for a few days. The Park average for March
of .67 inches precipitation was considerably below the average of
1.92 inches for the corresponding month during 7 years, 19i^8--1954.
In contrast to the dryness experienced this past month, March 195^,
with 3,25 inches was the wettest March in Park history.

Because of the pleasant weather, visitation continued
above average.
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Readings from stations v;ere as follow:

:hh,x Temp: Mean ¥^x'. Mn Temp: Mean Min: Rainfall:

: 870 : 82.50 !.
Uio

i 51^-. 9° i
0.86" *:

: 870 ' 81.7° "

: kko . 61.00 ,: 0.31" :

: 90° '
• 83.80 I Uli-o i 59.30

"

\
O.ii-5" i

I 850 : 80.60 : 550 i 70.50 : 1.05" :

Royal Palm Ranger Station

Coot Bay Ranger Station

TBjniami Ranger Station

Florida Bay Ranger Station

Inspections

:

RayiTiond Davis, Assistant to the Secretary, and Assistant
Director Thomas J» Allen visited areas of the Park vhere there is

controversy on boundaries.

Administrative Assistant Secretary Otis Eeasley was in the

Park for the first time. He went to several places including East
River Rookery, Florida Bay, and Seven Mile Tower.

Tnomas C. Vint, Chief, Division of Design and Construction
and Harvey Cornell, Assistant Chief, E.O.D.C. end District Engineer
Cron of B.P.R. inspected construction work, worked on road plans, and
conferred irith prospective concessioners.

Plans, I^ps, and Surveys : A plan for interpretive "imlk,

parking area, and boat landings at V/est Lake was started. So,

also, were restudies of the Pine Island Maintenance Area to

incorporate certain facilities that experience now indicates will
require future consideration.

The Land Acquisition Office began plans to pave way for
State survey by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of
Florida of certain areas in the Park.

General Publicity : The public hearing at Tallahassee
reported under "Special Activities" brought the Park again into
the news throughout Florida xritii editoria3.s as well as news items
in such papers as the Miami Herald, St. Petersburg Times, Collier
County News, Key West Citizen , and Ft. Myers News. There was also
the normal radio and TV coverage one would e:5)ect as the resiilt
of such events.

Maintenance ; The buildings at Tamiami Ranger Station were
all repainted and the paint brush \fas used to sharpen up several
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structures at Coot Bay. Muck soil was removed at the airtoat landing

at Tamiami for "better use of that area.

Areas around the bunkhouse and maintenance area were graded

for "better natural runoff when (and if) the rains come again,

THae shop reported "The Anderson Company sent a new valve
control for the mower attachment free of charge. It was installed
and now the mower doesn't work at all,"

Work was started on the Terratrac glades buggy to take
out some of the numerous "bugs" and make it a more useable piece

of equipment.

Maintenance and shop activities in the Park have never been
as excellent as during this winter season. Better working conditions,
more adequate tools and equipment, good supervision, increased
"kno^ow, " and a fine spirit of cooperation characterize these vital
activities. The Park looks better and "runs better" than ever before
in its history.

Construction : Test Wells, Account No, 332,10: Monthly
tests on three wells continue. Ran check levels to Well No. 1.

Bulkheading Contract No. lii-10-lll-i*-3, Account No, 333.3:
Contractor, Alonzo Cothron, began drilling and blasting and draglining
undenfater rock at Flamingo marine basins to be used as fill material
on this contract. Engineer Stui^ arrived to become Resident Engineer
on this project. Park Engineer McCabe made several trips to Pre-Cast
Corp. plant ( Cothron 's subcontractor for pre-cast concrete units on
this contract) with Stump.

Flamingo-Coot Pay Canal: A record of staff gage readings
on the North side and the South side of Ingraham Highway plus \Ta.s

collected*

B,P,R, Project lAl, Dredging and Stockpiling Oolite Borrow:
Bids on this project were opened 11:00 a.m., ^ferch l6. There were
five bidders. Low bid ^^as for $597,000 from Brinson Construction Co.,
Tampa, Florida,

Approaches to Park Area : Dawal Farms' big land clearing
operation continued and pinelands are fast disappearing along Florida
Route 27 between the prison camp and the Park entrance. Most of the
area will be under cultivation next winter. The abrupt and dramatic
change from cleared or farmland to tlie green hammocks and pines of the
Park is already a subject of comment.
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Concessions; . Ihe Superintendent attended conferences at

the Director's Office relating to (l) selection of a Park conces-

sioner and, (2) decision on extent of concession developments at
Flamingo

,

A corporation known as Everglades Park Company, Inc.,

received the nod. Ihe company is made up of Miami businessmen
whose directors are: A. M, lyier, Thomas Rose, Robert Knight (to

be manager), Allen Kessler (attorney), and George Pegram. They
immediately began making plans for contract negotiations. Fred
Harvey, Inc., was the unsuccessful applicant.

It was decided that overnight accommodations (motels)
would be eliminated from Flamingo plans, at least for now, and the

Everglades Park Co. accepted this condition.

National Parks Concessions, Inc., \\ras released from its
obligation at Coot Eay as of April 30. Ihis fine organization has
done much for the Park under difficult, pioneering conditions.

Cooperating Governmental A,;encies ; U.S.D.A. Pink Eollworm
Cotton Eradication crews working out of Flamingo and F .orida Bay
discontinued operation at the close of the month. The agency pletns

to have the crews return to the Park next December.

Donations and Accessions; Morgan Nurseries of South Miami
presented the Park with 205 sea grape plants and other plant material.

Interpretive Services ; Fund shortages made it necessary
to reduce seasonal personnel in spite of heavy visitation by March 1^,

Statistics for the month were:

21 Nature walks. Gumbo Limbo Trail, 27U visitors
Nature walks, Anhinga Trail, ^70 visitors

3 Illustrated talks, 183 attended
20 Cuthbert Rookery boat trips, 13^+ people
Ik Night Prowls, k63 visitors
9 Special groups, 552 people

T\ro signs were set up below Coot Bay as part of the Self-
Guiding Tour. Both proved immediately popular. One pointed out and
explained strangjer figs at work. The other told the brief story of
the mangrove forest.

Natural History : Mahogany trees were showing reddish leaves;
"cows horn 'and "mule ear" orchids bloomed; Jamaica dogwoods were
shedding their leaves; swallow-tailed kites arrived; black-whiskered
vireos were beginning to sing along the Keys; roseate spoonbills had
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left this nesting grounds; bull alligators were starting their

nuptial "songs": flights of migrating ^.-/arblers pocced through to
the north; mockingbirds and chuck-vills-widows sang at nigiit; and
farmers began to finish last pickings of tomatoes. So, in its

contradictory vra,y, spring came to South Florida.

Bird rookeries were all in excellent shape with young
ready to leave their nests or already trying their wings. Con-

centrations of white ibis at the old Shark River rookery site

(defunct since 19^6-^7) gave rise to hope that something might
happen there. Ihe two flamingoes remained at Lake Ingraham.
District Ranger Eean found two reddish egret nests containing eggs
at West Key. About 100 avocets were at East Cape Canal. And,

a large alligator killed and devoin-ed a three-foot 'gator in

full view of the lookout atop Seven Mile Tower.

It will be a bad mosquito season this year. Future
reports will state (under " Complaintc" ) that Miami mosquito abate-
ment people, unable to cope with the situation, will be pointing
accusing fingers at the Everglades as reputed source of all their
troubles.

Travel : Tourist trade for the three months period ending
in March exceeded all expectations. March was better in South
Florida than a j'-ear ago and even exceeded the peak of 1953 • Miami
Beach maintained 90 percent average occupancy all month. Over-all
traffic figures showed an increase of 6 percent in number of arrivals.
Airlines continued up with an estimated 25.5 percent increase while
rail arrivals were do'tm 7»0 percent. About 322,000 people arrived
in Greater Miami and 323,000 left.

Park travel continued good. More persons (31,628) visited
the area this past month than in any other month in Park history
except for January 1955 (33;06l). Of interest is that an estimated
2,100 persons entered Park waters from points along the Keys, an
increase of 1Z$ above March 195^ for Florida Bay, Tliis increase was
not reflected in tlie Royal Palm District, but instead a slight
decrease was recorded. Favorable weather apparently induced a greater
n\imber of people than normal to travel by boat.

All states (except Idaho and Utah), Puerto Rico, 7 Canadian
Provinces, and 12 foreign countries were recorded within the Park,

Visitors ;

Dr. and I^4rs. Herbert Brandt, ornithologist and author,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Mir. Samuel Grimes, ornithologist and photographer, Jacksonville,
Florida.
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H. IJulson Baur, manager, automobile club in Missouri.

Cecil H. A. Dul^e, manager, California State Automobile

Association.
Stephen Trumbull of the Miami Herald .

Frank Williams, Vice President of the Tropical Audubon

Society,
Mr, and Mrs. Ralph E. Lavrrence, cinematographer, Washington,

D. C,

Majc F. Gleissner, in charge of all field parties, U. S.

Geological Survey.
Dr. Werner H. Bornheim, exchange student from Germany.

Dr. J. L. Fechtner, cinematographer.
Mr. and I4rs. Samuel Eving, friends of Congressman Michael

J. Kirwan, Chairman, House Appropriations Subcoviimittee on Interior

and related agencies.
Dr. Bouliere of France, author of Natural History of

Mammals .

Guy Montfort of Britain with Roger Tory Peterson, co-

authors of Field Guide to Birds of Britain and Europe .

Ranger Service : Wevr 250-^ra,tt radios irere installed at
Florida Bay, Lostiaan's River, and Tamiami Ranger Stations. The
60-vatt set replaced at Florida Bay was installed in the Royal Palm
Ranger Station. A net^^ console 6o-watt set was placed in each of the
Park's two towers. Distribution of 15 new pack sets was made to the
various districts. Tests made with these pack sets from remote areas
in the Park have shown them to be effective in reaching key fixed
stations, a decided improvement over our other portable sets.

Because of the considerable farming of lands in the "Hole-
in-the-Doughnut, " particularly along the Park's boundary line between
Long P.ne Key Road and Ingraliam Highway, this seven miles of boundary
was carefully mai'ked and posted during the m.onth.

Patrol mileage for March was as follows:

Car 10, 170
Boat 2, 61k
Airboat 250

Park Protection personnel participated from March 23 through
25 in a Ground Observer Corps exercise. Our staff made I80 observ-
ations requiring I58 collect coils to the Filter Center in Miami. A
letter of cormendationwas received from the Air Defense Force as a
result of our work.
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Fire Control : An emergency fire control aid, GS-^, \ia.s

entered on duty March 15 "because of critical fire conditions.

Continued drought and lowering water table necessitated
closing the Park to campfires "beginning l^rch 26.

The east boundary patrol was stepped up by the addition of a

second patrolman, enabling each man to cover his assigned area more
adequately and to increase his contact with persons living along
this boundary.

Prom the intersection of Route 27 (Krome Avenue) with the
Tamiami Trail to the Collier County line, a distance of approximately
25 miles, State High^Nray forces pruned the limbs from Australian pines
several weeks ago. The limbs were stacked in neat piles o^st off and
south of the motor road with resulting hazard to the Park as the needles
dried, A mutual attecipt by State Highway'' and Park forces to burn the
piles proved to be too hazardous, too slow, and too costly. As a
result, the State is carrying all the slash a safe distance back from
the motor road. At month's end considerable hauling yet remained to
be done.

Three reportable fires burned hhS acres inside the Park.
One of the fires, the first to start this year on Park lands, resulted
from a Boy Scout campfire. Coupled vlth. the suppression of this fire
was the loss of the scout troop responsible for it with resulting
frantic inquiries by several parents. The troop was finally found
in a park in nearby Florida City,

Accidents ; There were three automobile accidents with minor
personal injury on one.

Two persons dropped dead in the Park because of heart attacks.
On March 13, Mr. Wilfred Griffin of Dalton, Massachusetts, died in
the Parachute Key Campground. Seven days later, Michael Hartmann of
Middle Village, New York,, was fatally stricken in the cab of the Long
Pine Key Tower, In both instances, members of the protection force
arrived with a resuscitator. Although the machine was used promptly,
neither man was revived. It seems odd but the saying "Bad events
usually come in threes," appears appropriate in this instance for on
March 8 Dr, Herbert Brandt, friend of Everglades National Park, dropped
dead in Homestead following a visit the day before to the rookery at
East River,

Personnel :

Ernst T. Christensen entered on duty as Park Naturalist on
March 2? by transfer and promotion from Grand Canyon National Park,
Willard Dilley transferred to Christensen' s former position.
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Mechanic's Helper and Mrs. Wallace Key announced the

arrival of a baby girl, Terry,

A son, Davis B. came to the household of Assistant Chief
Ranger and Ivlrs, Ralph Maxwell.

Park Engineer and Mrs. John C, McCabe had a son, John C. II,

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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Summary of the April-May 1955 Monthly Narrative Report

for
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

WEATHER CONDITIONS:

PLANS, MAPS, AND SURVEYS:

CONSTRUCTION:

i\PPROACHES TO PARK ARE/i:

STATE LEGISL\TION:

NATURi\L HISTORY:

CONCESSIONS:

VISITORS:

RANGER SERVICE:

LAW ENFORCEMENT:

OIL EXPLORATION:

FIRE CONTROL:

PUBLIC HEALTH:

TRAVEL:

COOFRRATING GOV'T AGENCIES:

Drouth continued uiitil l^y 15 1

Prewitt,, Prewitt and Nail are
surveying the park. Plans for a
main park road were i:iade. 1

Levies built. Barge loads of
bulkheading brouglit in, 1

Land clearing was stepped up. 2

Neblett Memorial. Governor Collins'
conference report. 2

Birds in Shark River Rookery.
Interesting wild life reported seen.

Report on present dike system. 2

Everglades Park Company contract
coripleted. 3

3

3

k

Reported alligator poaching.
Patrol mileage cited.

Several violations. Cases reviewed.

Gulf Oil CoLipany's equipment near
Seven-Mile Tower Road was moved. k

Four fires burned 1,000 acres inside the
park in Taniami District in April. Three
fires in ^feLy burned 126^ acres in park. k

Chlorinator installed. k

Park travel higher than in previous
years

.

k

Inspections by U. S. Corps of
Engineers and U.S. Coast Guard. 5
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UNITED STA1E3
DEPARTl^ENT OF THE IIITERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPERINTENDENT'S MONTHLY NARJl^TIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARIC

APRIL and MAY 1955

Note : Because of lack of stenographic help and other factors it

has been necessary to combine this report for a two-months' period.

Weather Conditions ; Although there was an average in rainfall for

the park stations of I.96 inches in April, drouth conditions prevailed until
^feLy 15 when there \rere general rains throughout the park. Showers continued,

bringing the average for the month to U.12 inches which is about correct for

May. However, accumulated deficiencies reflected in lower water levels, so

that by month's end the area was still critically dry.

Readings from stations were as follows: (left-hand figures are for

April, right hand for May)

: fex Temp: Mean Vhx :Min Temp:^fean Mn: Raanfall:

Royal Palm Station : 90 9^ :8i+.9 87.9 :353 67 :6o.6 62A:2.11" 6.51"

Coot Bay Station : 88 89 :83.5 86.65:757 59 :63.7 66.5:1-95 1-73

Ikmiami Station : 9I 97 :85.8 90.I : 53 5^i- :60.7 63.0:2.^14- 6.89

Florida Bay : 85 85 :8l.8 81.3 : 66 66 :71.7 71-7:1.37 1-37

Plans, Maps, and Surveys: Tlie firm of Prewitt, Prewitt and Nail
from Clewiston, Florida, were engaged by the trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund through Angus engineering firm of Jacksonville to survey
T.59 S., R. 35 E., in the park. Field pairties are still at work, but
while running lines to the township it was found that the hiatus known
as Range 365- is narrower than previously figured.

This gives a new look to the socalled "Hole in the Doughnut", with
T. 58 S., R. 36 E. being placed .7^ of a mile eastward.

Plans for project 1A2-6A1, main park road from Flamingo to West
Take vicinity, including parking areas at Flamingo were almost complete
by the end of Miy. Bureau of Public Roads officials are ejcpecting to
advertise this project for bids before the middle of June.

Construction * Brinson Construction Co. of Tampa began building
of levies at Flamingo within which to pump iiiarl and oolite borrow that
they vrLll dredge from Florida Bay. This material will be stockpiled for
later use in road construction. Approximately 30 acres will be within the
levies

.
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;^o Oo.rge loads of prefabricated concrete bulkheading were brought
to Florida from Miami. Cothron Construction Co. continued the work of
recovering oolite from boat basins at the Flamingo ^felrina. This material is

being placed where it will form fill behind the bulkhead line. No piling
or other bulkhead work had been started by the end of May.

Approaches to Park Area* Continued clearning of pinelands and
rock plowing on both sides of r.i£,rahaiii Higliway as it approaches the park
was in progress. There are now only a few scattered patches of pine in the

last five miles before entering the park.

Land clearing was stepped up in the "Hole in the Doughnut" v;-ith the

following areas, where little or no farming had been done before, expected
to be under cultivation noxt winter: Sections 25,26,27, and 28 of T. 58,

R. 36 and Section lb of T. 58, R. 3?.

State Legislation; The Florida Senate passed a Memorial to Congress
bearing the name of Senator Neblett of Key West. Tlie House brought it up but
it could not be handled on Unanimous Consent calendar. Representative Do,vid

Crockett Jones of Naples introduced a bill that would nullify the Memorial.
His proposal was that the po-rk boundaries should be studied by a Joint
Committee of the Cabinet and Legislators.

The Neblett Memorial recommended a Vfest Coast connection between
lands donated for park purposes by the Colliers of Collier County and the
Lostman's River area of the park. It would permit the Government to take in
only a small strip of interconnecting waterways. In House debate.
Representative Eernie Papy of Key West called it "a local action" and urged
other representatives to support it or lose his cooperation on their bills.

Meanwhile, Governor Collins had A/rittcn to the Director of the
National Park Service reporting upon a conference with certain members of the

Legislature and suggested that the lands within the "Hole in the Doughnut"
were important for agricultural purposes. Fiirther compromise he suggested
was indicated in the general area of the Neblett Memorial.

Natural History ; During April large numbers of birds gathered at
the head of Shark River at the old site of the famous rookery. Later in the
month they were foiond nesting there and the rookery continued through hixy.

This is news because the famous Shark River Rookery has not operated since
the park started in 19^?. Last nesting in the area was during the winter
of 1946-1914-7 when the rookery failed for reasons still unknown. It was
known to be one of the largest and most spectacular bird rookeries in the
U. S., witii white ibis the predominant species. Mr. T. Gilbert Pierson,
founder of the Audubon Society, reported to Congress that glossy ibis as
well as other birds were nesting there when he visited the area in I93O
as a member of the official investigating group for proposed Everglades
National Park.

Biologist Moore found glossy ibis again nesting at the rookery.
There were some indications that the rookery was not doing too well toward
the end of May and it still might "blow up". But at least it ^ri.11 not be
because of human interference this time. Airplane reconnaissance shows that
the birds were feeding all up and down the Shark River valley almost from the

EVERGLADES ITATTONAL PARK - Page Two





>
eastern park boundary to the Shark River rookery.

Some interesting observations during the tvo months were as

follows

:

One flamingo wos seen in front of the Fio:aiingo Ranger's station

(of all things), A black bcTr win veported seen on Big Key by a trout
fisherman on May k. This scemr :.o bo -x fa'Jrly v/ell substantiated
observation and is a most interesting uiat'.er because bears were re- introduced
at Cape Sable several months ago. A crocodile nest was found on a small key
at the mouth of Trout Creek near v/here one was seen before in June 1953 •

As was the case two years ago, wha,t appeared to be a dummy nest "without eggs"

was found a short distance from the true nest. District Ranger Winte
reported abo'it ten miles south cf TaKiiamJ. Tirail and three miles southeast of
Seven--Mile Towev, watjr and food coriJlitions wore ideal for fe-j'r'lug birds in
ykxy. It indicates that the present dike system" of the Central and Southern
Florida Flood Control Eistrict north of the park is a factor on retention
of water in thi.- particular area of the Shark River Basin the year round.

It also could have a bco.ring on >?h:/ a nesting rookery formed at the
headwaters of the Shark Rivev thio year."

Concessions ; 'Ihe proposed contract for the Everglades Park
Company was completed and sent to the Secretary's office by the Director.
Meanwhile National Park's Concessions, Inc., closed out at Coot Bay Snack
Bar and this ^ra.s taken over by Robert Knight who will be the General
Minager for the Everglades Park Company. &/erglados Transways Service
representatives met vri.th E"/erglade3 Park Company officials at the
Superintendent's office to try to determine a means by which tlie former
could be purchased. No agreement could be reached upon sale of equipment
and the conference failed to accomplish anything. Cole-Everglades met with
Everglades Park Company officials for the sojne purpose, but this also
ended in a stalemate. Everglades Transways Service discontinued operations
during May, but Cole-Everglades will continue until the park highway is
closed due to construction.

Visitors ;

Mr. Robert P. Allen, National Audubon Society
Dr. John D. Kilby, University of Florida
Lee County Outboard Club (35 boats and 210 persons)
Miami Outboard Club (67 boats)
Dr. Arthvir C. Tuomey, Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, Fa.
Pourtland T. Reid, Naturalist, M?umnoth Cave National Park

Ranger Service ; As a result of reported alligator poaching,
Protection Personnel made several night and early morning patrols. An
airplane was used on two occasions in conjunction with boat patrol to
search out areas under suspect. Rangers came to the assistance of three
fishing parties lost in the park during the two-month period. The
foJlowinig statistics are for patrol mileages in April:

Car ll,'j-59 miles
Boat 2, 571
Airboat 121 "

Glades Buggy I;.9 "
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Patrol mi^JRges in May:

Car
Boat
Airboat
Glades Bu{Tgy

Airplane 1, j

Law Enforcement ; An estimate of twenty alligator carcasses were

found on the shores of a small creek "between the nortli and south prongs

of Shark River. Although investigations continue, no one has been
apprehended. Two 25 h.p. outboard motors belonging to Everglades "Bransways

Service were stolen from the boat "Coot" on May 15 at West Lake Dock. To

date, the motors have not been recovered although local and State law
enforcement agencies are cooperating on the case. Two men were apprelioMdcd

in Florida Bay with spcarfishing equipment. Warnings were issued to tbom
and Service regulations prohibiting this activity explained. The Chief
Ranger reviewed several law enforcement cases requiring disposition with
Assistant U. S. Attorneys Warton and Rosen in Miami. Action was initiated
to clear these cases as promptly'- as possible. Tnere were three automobile
accidents in the park during April, and one in Mxy, only one involving any
personal injury.

Oil Exploration ; The Gulf Oil Company's well outside the park
and approximately seven miles south of east Cape Sable was visited by the

Superintendent and others during I-fc-y. On the 25th of the month the well
had reached 2,000 feet. Curing I>fa.y, all drill pipe and casings stockpiled
at the Gulf Oil Company's site on park land near Seven-Mile Tower Road
were moved to the well at Florida Bay. After failing to strike oil in that
area, it has been noted that there is difficulty in keeping Commonwealth's
well (Wiseheart No. l) and Gulf State well No. 1 north of the trail in
repair. Several repair jobs had been made by bringing costly maintenance
crews in from Laurel, Mississippi. Pumping at these wells is sporadic
and generally there is little production.

Fire Control; Fo\ir reportable fires burning 1,000 acres inside
the park occurred in the Tamiami District during April. One of the fires
started from a Glades Buggy's exhaust igniting grassland outside the park.
Hiere were three fires in Mo.y, burning a total of 1262- acres inside the park.

It is worth noting that all during the spring, fire hazard has
been extreme. In past years, imder somewhat similar conditions, the park
has been harassed by numerous project fires. Although it is not yet time
to assess the fire season, it is very evident that more efficient protection
has been afforded the park than wo\ild have been the case a few years ago.

Public Health; In accordance with recommendations of the U. S.

Public Healtli service, a chlorinator was installed at Pine Island water
supply during April.

Travel ; Park travel for the months of April and May continued
to be higher than in previous years. There were 23,151+ visitors in April
which is a 5.3^ increase over the corresponding month last year. Weekend
travel continued to be particularly heavy in the Anhinga Trail-Royal Palm
area. During Miy, there were 2,030 visitors, which was a noteworthy 21^
increase over May of I95U.
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Coopcratii.jf Governricnt Agoncios ; Hie U. S. ^rps of Engineers
inspected -rour of the five parlr's w:::tx-;r -^cuging stations during April.
During tlie same month, two officials of the 'J. S. Coast Guard inspected the
park in connection with marking the channels from cast Cape Sable to
Flamingo Canal Protection Personnel participated in two Ground Observer
Corps exercises resulting in 6l telephone calls to the Filter Center in
Miami during Miy.

y .}>^^.J^ /^ /J<... ^ f

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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9 miTED STATES
DEPi^RTMEKT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIOK'U:. PARK SERVICE

# ^.JL,

SUPERINTSI^IDEI^T'S KOHrJLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
June 1955

>?^5
Weather Conditions ; Torrential rains during the latter half

of June ended the long drouth that began last December. Ihe total
average rainfall for the month \ra.s 11.68 inches. The rather abrupt
change from extreme drjTiess to inijndation in the gladeland is well il-

lustrated by the follo^d-ng comment taken from Ranger Winte's report.

•

"On June 7, I travelled by glades buggy to vrater gauging
station P-3^^ H miles due south of the Loop Road. The glades
were drier and dustier than I had observed for many years. These
factors coupled with the day's heat made the long day's trip a
most uncomfortable one. Approximately two weeks later the same
trip could be made by airboat."

Driest in park history, the past -^d-nter and spring produced
one of the most critical fire seasons since the park's inception. However,
the delightful weather accounted for the greatest visitation to the park
yet recorded for the period January tiirough June.

Readings from stations follow:

Royal Palm Station

Coot Bay Station

Tamiami Station

Florida Bay Station *»

Plans, Maps, 'and Surveys ; Plans for Project 1A2-6A1, main park
road from Flamingo to West Lake were completed and tlie project was
advertized for bids to be opened July 8.

A preliminary plan was completed to increase visitor accomincici ..•

tions at Royal Palm Station. The plan relates to changes in road loca'>.ioi

and reflects new thouglits developed through experience.

Study was initiated for revision of the Flamingo layout plans
made necessaiy by the deletion of public housing and introduction of
Service and concessioner housing at a new location.

:¥&x Tenip iMean Ifex: Min Temp IiMean Min : Rainfall:

; 9k' ; 88.2° ;
580 .

' 66.J+0
i1

12.06" i

; 91° ;

'. 87.9° :
63° : 70.9° :

', 1^.03" !

; 96^
: 90.8° : 600 :\ 70.3° i. 9.77" i

i 93° :: 87.3° i 70° i! 76.5° 10.81" ':
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Drawings and specifications were completed for a vork boat to

be used by maintenance crevs.

Cooperating Government Agencies; The navigation light at the
mouth of Little Shark River went out tv;ice during the month. U. S. Coast
Guard personnel were taken to the light on June 15 and July 2 by the
District Ranger in order to make the necessary repairs.

Protection personnel participated in a Ground Observer Corps
exercise on J^xr.e k. During the exercice., 33 te].'3phono oall^.^ •;'33ulting

from 34 aircraft observations, were made to the Maoni Air Defense Filter
Center

.

Interpretive Service ; The Royal Palm Ranger Staticn was manned
by tiie naturalist on ail four Sundays during the month. Visitation during
those days numbered 1,208. On June 12^ an experimental talk given to bus
passengers from ^liarai was inaugurated. Uspon arrival, passengers are
directed through the Royal Palm Ranger Station and seated en the benches
facing the pond. A short orientation talk based on the Park's ecology
has been presented 'vi^ith considerable success. For the three te-lks given
in June, participation averaged 6k. It is felt that a continuation of
these experimental talks is desirable, as they will help develop a series
of orientation talks for next winter.

Off the area talks this month were reduced to a single talk to
an evening group of the local Presbyterian church--10^- were in attendance.
Thus only 1, 312 interpretive contacts were made during the month of June

.

There were 15,6lO park visitors.

Natural History; As the rainy season developed and the glades
filled with water, the wildlife began to diffuse, l^ along Tamiami Trail
in the cA'press country the "show" was good. Duck Rock began operations
and Audubon Society Tours to this famous roost started. IX-to 'gators,
"Bozo" and "Shorty", bigger and fatter than ever appeared at Coot Bay
Pond vath the fresh water.

The crocodile nest noted in last month's report was revisited
on June 19 . Signs indicated that an adult crocodile had crawled over
and around the nest since the last visit. There were no indications that
any of tlie eggs had hatched.

Travel ; Park travel was higher than durica any previous
June. There vrere 15,6lO visitors, a 61^0 increase over the correspond. '.j'v

month last year. All states but seven were represented, as well a;;

Alaska and Puerto Rico, three Canadian provinces, and seven foreign
countries

.

Ranger Service ; Eleven Fire Control Aids were released during
the period June 10 through 25 following substantial rains with resuJ.ting
inundation of much of the park.
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Protection personnel continued early morning and night boat
patrols, extending over the Gulf of Mexico, Florida Bay, Broad, Rodgers,
and Shark Rivers, West Lake, the Lungs, and Alligator Cre.^k. Quite a
number of contacts were made during these patrols with fishermen and
others, including a couple of poacher suspects, but so fr,r, no one has
been apprehended for violating the Service regulations. Tlie salutary
effect of the patrols is believed excellent and word has gotten abroad
that the rangers are showing up at odd places in the park during
unheard of hours.

Patrol mileage for June was as follows:

Car 5,079
Boat 2,99^+

Airboat 78
Glades buggy ^2

Total 8,.193

Police Prote ction : A preliminary hearin.-^ before U. S.

Commissioner Hodson was conducted in the John W. Riispeil sr^eer'.x-ap; case,

mentioned in earlier reports. Russell was bound a rev xo Fadsrral Court
for trial.

TvTO other persons were tried before the U. S. Commissioner
for traffic violation with conviction resulting in each instance.

Forest Fire Control ; Ihere were two fires dvjring the month.
One of incendiary origin, believed started by alligator poachers, burned
fifty acres on Indian Camp Creek. The other fire, smok'^r oaused,
threatened but did not enter the park.

Fire equipment was being worked over and painted in pr-r^p oration
for storage during the summer months. Tamiejni's mechanised equipment
was taken to Royal Palm to be garaged until the next fire season.

A survey was made to properly locate the 7-J^ti-le Fire To^v'er,

This tower is e^^roneously spotted on the pa/rk's bar.e ma,p, a fact r-?''.-d.

when several lookout observations this pact season proved, inaccurate

.

The Seminole Indians from Jirany Tiger's Village suppre'--?^". ?

wildfire with swatters and baclcpack pumps just north of the Tcmia".!''.

Trail. Ranger Winte reports that this is the first instance in w-v rii

he has seen Indians active in suppressing a glades fire. Winte beli.?\ ,:

that our fire prevention work is beginning to have an effect on the ti-ib-^.

Accidents : Three motor vehicle accidents occui-red involving
a single car in each instance. Property damage was slight and one
pa.ssenger received minor injuries.
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Public Health : George Carley. Assistant District Engineer

from the Atlanta office of the U. S. Public Health Service, visited

the Park on an inspection trip. We reviewed the last U. S. Public

Health Service's report and the corections taken, an.d then made an

inspection of the Park Sctnitary facilities with hira. We have not received

a report from him on the inspection yet.

At Pine Island the chlorinator was put in operation in the

water system and daily tests of the residual chlorine \7er0 tal^en.

Specifications were v/ritten for well d-'ilJ.ing at the T&Tr.iami and

7-Mile Tower and two chlorinators were requisitioned in pr-E^paration for

the improvement of water facilities.

Water tanks, a pump, and plumbing fixtures were orc'ered in

preparation for the improvement of the water facilities 3.'s LostmHr-'s

River Patrol Station. MDnthly biological analysis of the, Pri-k drin^^cing

water is continuing.

Commercial Fishing; District Ranger Ec^n.n r.-:.T-;r'nr co:^'ncrc5.al

fishing slow in Flori'.ia ]3a.y7 Approximately 12 fi.-i-.oj :'.:::•., (6 fr<::h.'.ng for
silver mullet and 6 for trout) are the only ones -X'^twre. •. black

mullet crew at Rankin and Damp Keys left early in th i raor.-'dz

.

Pishing guides in the Islamorada are?, stai:'^ b-;!.f -"nc-'^R is good.

The guides are concentrated on tarpon fishing r-boat ArB.iic.;.f:r Key, A
heavy infestation of sharks reportedly has redacod the catch.

Natural History Association ; The June issur of ^-/erglades^

Natural History magazine c:aae off the pf^ss and v/as s.^ r to r- i:;3oribers.

Since this publication has, for finanoia]. reasons, been nusperi'ie 1 vivh
the June issue, notices were included vrith each copy, i':>for:.:J.n'"-, .--b-

scribers of the action taken. An effort to meet the A&Doc-iatt. V''

^

obligation to subscribers v/as made by offering them three chci r.e : ; A
return of half the subscription price, a free copy of the first cf a
series of occasional bulletins published, or the privilege of making a
contribution of the remaining portion of their subscription payment.
Interestingly, more than one-half of the subscribers that have leplied
have indicated a desire to donate. Only two of the subscribers t(j da-i '--

have demaiided a refund of their money.

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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iUMHEAD OOFmACT MARIHA FLAMIMOO

BORIWS FOR PILES
shoving method used
to align and bore for
concrete bulkhead piles

SETnUG PILES
Dragline shown placing
concrete piles for
driving.

PILE CRIVIHG OPERATION
Using heavy wooden "head,

"

concrete pile is being
driven in hole previously
bored.
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:i*Iax.Temp; I^fean V^ax.'. Min . Temp

;

I^ieaxi Min', Rainfall

:

: 90° : 87.3° i. 690 i 75.60 • 7.1V' *:

: 920 iI
88.00 i

'. 71^ •

'

73.00 .
1 5.53" i

: 96° 90.2° " 63°
.

', 73.3° \ 6.58" 1

! 91° :
85.30 '.

', 68°
: 71.20 i 7.56"

':

B UNITED STATOS p
DEPARTMEIfT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPERBITENDENT' S MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
JULY 1955

Weather Conditions : Weather was typical for the month

of July- -hot and humid. Rainfall was somewhat less than last

month, 11.66" (Park average), but within normal limits for July.

Shovrers built up out over the glades nearly every afternoon to

keep water levels up everywhere.

Royal Palm Station

Coot Bay Station

Tamiami Station

Florida Bay Station

Complaints ; District Ranger McDowell reports the usual
summer complaints on the register; "mosquitoes, no gators, no one
at home, poor road, etc."

These complaints are more numerous this summer with the
increase in visitation to the Park. Ranger and naturalist personnel
spent as much time as possible at Royal Palm Ranger Station and
making contacts with tourists along the road.

Cooperating Government Agencies ; Protection personnel
from the Cape Sable District assisted the U. S. Coast Guard again
this montli in servicing the Inter- Coastal light at the mouth of
the Shark River.

The Florida Bay District participated in a Ground Observer
Corps exercise on the 9th of the month. Other Stations were not
caJLled upon during this alert.

Interpretive Service ; The Royal Palm Ranger Station was
manned by the Naturalist all five Sundays during the month, with
an average per Sunday of 2,163 visitors present. Ifetlks to the
arriving bus groups were continued. Five talks were given to a
total of 51^ visitors. Ihese talks seem to go over well.

Tvo talks were given to special groups outside the Park.
On !Ihursday, July 28, the Park Ifeturalist spoke to an audience of

p^YiC^^
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3U>7 at the Miami Rotary Club. On July 29, the Naturalist gave a
talk and. showed a film to 65 members of the Chicago Club at the
Redland Fruit and Vegetable Center. Ihus the Naturalist Department
made 3>089 direct interpretive contacts among the Park's 17,66l
visitors for July, and 926 listened to a talk. No figure for self-
use devices and self-guiding trails is available.

Commercial and Sports Fishing : District Ranger Eean
reports that the commercial fishing in Florida Bay continued slow
during the month. He noted tliat in general the type of fishing in
the Eay is changing.

"Ihere has been a nctj.ceable change in the tj'pe of
fishing being done in Florida Bay in the three years that
I have been assigned to the district. The change has
been in less commercial fishing and more sports fishing.
!Ihe latter is particularly noticeable in the southern
portion of the district and along Nine Mile Bank which
prior to the advent of large numbers of 25-horsepower
outboard motors was fished chiefly by guides with parties
brought out in inboard cruisers towing skiffs from which

the fishing was done. Today, a large part of the sports-

fishermen, particularly on weekends, come in their own
outboard povrered craft. Freeing of the 0\'erseas Highway
from tolls south of Lower Matecumbe Key may have also had
some effect on sports fishing pressure in this area.

Another aspect of the situation is the turning of many
commercial fishermen from fishing to employment ^rith a
more steady income."

Increase or Decrease in Travel : During July 17,66l
visitors entered the Park. This is an increase of 2,896 (or 19.6l^c))

over last July and is a record high for any summer month. All
states were represented except Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Vermont, and Wycsning. Other
countries included Hawaii, Canada, Guatemala, Jamaica, Cuba, Brazil,
England, Germany, Italy, Thailand, and Australia.

This is a noteworthy trend. Packaged tours, pay later
vacations, family air rates, etc., are causing a summer tourist
season in the Miami area which did not exist a few years ago. The
Park is totally unprepared for this sort of tiling being geared to
a winter season operation.

Ranger Service : Ihe following patrol mileage was recorded
during July:
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Auto Eoat Airboat Tractor

16Royal Palm 1,075

Coot Bay 1,282 1,982

QJamiami 668

Florida Bay 710

3,735

428

2,420
'^"^—

Ranger activities consisted of routine patrols and
maintenance of equipment for the most part. Tnere was considerable

shifting of personnel from one r'.irjtrict to another in an attempt to

adequately cover the Park while rai-igers ".rero taking aimual leave.

Accidents ; Biree accidents occurred in the Park during
July. Two of them were single car accidents in which there were no

injuries or tangible damage to the vehicles

.

The third accident was a collision of t\ro cars and occurred
about two miles north of Coot Bay on the 4th of Jia.\y. A car, driven
by Mrs. Sarcmie Crov; of Mami, rammed the rear of a car driven by Mr,

Harold Axtell of Buffalo, New York, The Axtell car overturned and
Mrs. Axtell suffered a deep cut on her right foot. She was treated
in the Homestead Hospital. Both drivers were charged with reckless
driving and cited to appear before the U, S. Coimnissioner. Mr.
Axtell was cleared of the charge while Mrs. Crow was found guilty
and fined $35.

Oil Exploration ; District Ranger Winte reports the oil
well at 40-Mile Bend has not been operating, because of mechanical
difficulties, for the last three weeks. It was producing about 27
barrels per day at the time. The Jimmie Tiger Well is pumping 35
barrels per day at the present time. The production on both of
these wells seems to be going downhill.

Reports -are that the Gulf Oil Company is having trouble
with their drilling operations at their offshore well near Sandy
Key. They are now on their third try and are down about 3,000 feet.
It seems that the hole keeps caving in when they try to remove the
drill casing.

Paul N. Heaton
Acting Superintendent
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-W UNITED STATES ~
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPERINTENDENT'S MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGIADEG MTIONAL PARK
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Weathgr Conditions; During the month, hurricanes "Connie"

and "Diane^' slipped Y'-'-t Plorida, entering the mainland on the

Carolina Coast. Ac^jording to the U. S. Weavher Bureau, these storms

created warm winds locally, resulting in the highest temperature

(990) in park history. Precipitation for the park averaged 3«83
inches, considerahxy lesr, than the 5-63 inches during August 195^
and the park average of ^ ,6d inches for the corresponding month,

covering the 7-year period 19^1-3-195^.

The ground water level continued to drop. District Ranger
Winte reported alrhof.t patrol from the I^miami Ranger Station could
not be made, a condition unusual for this season of the year.

Readings from Stations follow:

:iMa:^.Temp .Mean lylax Min . Temp :Mean Min 'Rainfall:

i 97° : 92.300 680
:
72.80 i+.l6" ':

: 95° . 91.000 690 7i+.9° 3.08" ';

: 990 . 93.I60 71°
: 7*+. 23° : 3.32"

;

990 . 89.900 73° '

'

78. 60 1 k.76" ':

Royal Palm Station

Coot Bay Station

Tamiami Station

Florida Bay Station

Inspections :

Raymond Mulvany, Administrative Officer, Region One

Pla'.?.s , ^fc^ps_^ ^r.'d Surveys ; The Superintendent, Landscape
Architect, and Er?.giiieer spent most of their time in August working
on MISSION 66.

Project 1A5, Main Park Road from West Lake to Nine-Mile
Bend, was submitted by the Bureau of Public Roads in plan form with
engineer's estimate and draft of contract.

CTeneral Publicity; Closure of the park road on August 29
was announced in locaX "aJacr"Mi8mi njvspapers and over the Miami radio.
Appropriate signs '^.ailing attention to the closure were placed at
strategic poir.os within the park and at Florida City, entranceway to
the park area via State Route 27-

EVERGLADES NATIOHAL PARK - Page One





A gate was erected across the park road at the west side

of the "Hole-in-the-Donut."

Construction: f^^n Project IPl. Drel^lng arxd Stockpiling

of Oolite Borrow, "l^lsJ.dngC; the cor.tr&ctoi' had. p'jnped approximately

210,000 cubic yards of oolite ashore.

Bulkhvip.ding at Flaxiinr.o (Contract 1^^-10-111-^3) V7as

proceeding all r?rlr- oJ.-'.hough it apperi?.'el that the contractor's time

schedale -rr^s ?. LLt/rjf be. i-ira. Bas-'.r. No. 1 '/-"ns near?n3 •.or-Alc-'ticn

with Ciily r.cAr'^'^ t:..- ^t 3:i.ni'ahed and sore rcr.' c^^ ':he ads dir.psnsing

area. .•'K'>r>-t cc»n':reto y'.'i-}.ng,t:. vrere in arid ti^ back piles h£'.d be'?.n

driven in Basin I'h. '"'.

Cooperg -'.v'/g- :;o7^riiment Agencies ; Protection pei'sonael

participated in tr:X*«::r'Jvad Observer Corps exercise "Skytrain VI"

on August 7«

Park RanCv^":: Pprker cooperated with State officiaJLs of

the Saltwater FishcoicL :~ivision in an effort to curtail suspected
stopnetting activities, chiefly north of the Lostman's River Area.

Cooperatiag N .n-Governinent Agencj.es : Penn State Geologist
Ed Koppe, engaged^in vfri"^.-: 'iooni-jreiTby the "AUG, spent a day each
with District Rangerf.. '^lln'y.- ^nl Senns, Peat sajaples vrere taken in

the Tamiami and Cape Sable District. SaJipling at Jev^fish Point in

the Cape Sable area brought forth freshwater snail shells and cypress
fragments from a depba of 12 feet.

InterpreJbiyg S

s

rvi ce ; An illustrated talk on Everglades
National Park was glYQH at the Region One Office by Chief .Ranger

Campbell while vacationing in Richinor;^; Ranger Senne gave a similar
talk on Acadia Kational Park to dredge workers and concession
employees at the Coot Bay snack bar.

The Naturalist ^lanned the Royal Palm Ranger Station on
Sundays during the month ci August. Diiring those three days, 1,129
visitors were at the 'jtMbr.cn.

Four talks ;, tco, were given at the Royal Palm Station to

318 visitors and two tal;.^s w^re given to Rotary Clubs in the area.
A talk was given to the Wc 0\ Minmi Club on Wednesday, August 2k,

and another given to the .Mi,a id. 3ea-^h (^iub on August 30- -attendance
71 and ik, respectively, /^sr-ist-^-nt Superintendent Fry gave a slide
talk to a group of 31 menh^-rM of ta:ie 'njphrata Grange at Lincoln,
Pennsylvania, on Augusi: 1?.

Some work wa.i br^jn o:\ tvc'l . exl'o.bit devices. A label
holder and a specimpr of a lal)Oi, h.we been placed outside to see
how weather conditions will affeco th^m. A prototype of a self-
closing easel type exhiibit case was constructed.
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The Naturalist spent four days on a trip to Fort Jefferson
National Monument to get acquainted with the area and make prelim-
inary studies of the natural history interpretive possloilities.

Ihe first results of the newly inaugurated olrcervation

system have begun to come in. Several interesting records have
come in also.

Natural History ; The crocodile nest at Tirn'- l-^eek mentioned
in previous reports vas visited on August 8. The eg^cj, nad hatched
since the last inspection on July 19, remains of 8 eggsiieiis being
found

.

District Ranger Bean reported brown pelicans, well feathered-
out, on several nests at Cowpens Cut, and white- crowned pigeons on
several keys off Tavernier.

An eight-foot crocodile took up residence in the No. 2 boat
basin at Flamingo, much to the displeasure of the men working in the

water on the piling. Ranger Senne reported seeing a 12- foot crocodile
south of Coot Bay. In addition, the Cape Sable Protection Personnel
reported observing alligators; many spoonbills in the vicinity of
Middle Cape Canal; manatee in the Labyrinth, Watson and Lake Rivers;
large flocks of ducks and black-necked stilts at Bear Lake; and deer
near Coot Bay. An 8- foot alligator was found dead in the canal between
West Lake and Nine-Mile Bend, presumably hit by a car.

The great white heron that lives in the vicinity of the
Royal Palm Ranger Station most of the year returned to that area
toward the close of the month after several weeks ' absence. This heron
is probably the most photographed bird in the park, taking particular
delight in posing for visitors. He (or she) was once in Life and
has worked for Walt Disney. Ranger McDowell also reported a small
flock of white ibis and a few Louisiana and little blue herons in
the vicinity of the Long Pine Key Road, Royal Palm Ranger District.

It would appear that the wildlife is beginning to return
homefor its winter "show."

Travel : Park travel (17,919 visitors) was 39.2^ higher
than in August 195^. Ihis is the greatest number of visitors for
any summer month since the park's establishment, surpassing last
month's high of 17,66l. All states except 12 were represented, in
addition to Hawaii and Puerto Rico, three Canadian provinces, and
13 foreign countries.

Ranger Service ; During the month Chief Ranger Campbell

was absent on annual leave. District Ranger McDowell had two weeks

military leave, and Fire Control Aid Shilts was off on sick leave

for 3 weeks. Shilts had a successful ear operation.
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Maintenance of equipment, daily patrols, and boundary marking
occupied much of the rangers* time. In preparation for exchanging
districts on August 27, Rangers Bean and Mrazek made several mutual
patrols

.

A successful search and rescue vra,s conducted by Rargers Mrazek
and Senne who located 3 sport fishermen that had spen-^. the night at

Cormorant Point becavise of outboard motor trouble. Ttie men were found
in good physical condition except for insect bites.

Patrol mileage for August was as follows:

Car h,Qj6
Boat 2, 623
Airboat IO6

Ototal 7,607

Police Protection : Privately-owned airplanes have been seen
flying over the park south of the Loop Roa^ and in the vicinity of the
"Hole-in- the-Donut, " apparently spotting wildlife in preparation for
the forthcoming hunting season. The rangers are working with State
Wilflife Officers to prevent poaching.

Forest Fire Control ; Two fires, presumably caused by
lightning, were observed in the Cape Sable District during the month.
Both fires were inaccessible, one located near the headwaters of
the Broad River and the other near Fox Lakes. Of indeterminate size,
both fires were rained out.

Accidents ; Two minor motor vehicle accidents occurred
during the month, neither one resulting in personal injuries.

7

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Four



c



D t 'v^oJb^
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPERINTENDENT'S MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
September 1955
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Weatlier Conditions ; This past month provided typical

September vrcather. Temperatures were about normal and precipi-

tation for the park averaged 7.51 inches, about equal to the

September mean of 8,02 inches.

Hurricanes Hilda, Janet, and lone, starting in the

Caribbean, did not threaten Florida. Tlie two former s.nashed

into Yucatan and the latter swept into Cape Hatteras. In spite

of the recent trend, the park hurricane warning plaji rore ins

in readiness.

Conditions continue to be drier than nonnal. From
January first to ds.te the precipitation departur-^^ foi' ^he park
is minus 7*19 inchis. It is still not posviiblue to operate an
airboat from the Tamiami Ranger Station aG '.he s.;rL'Vv":e -i/ater

remains below normal.

Station readings are as follo./p,

Royal Palm Station

Coot Bay Station

Tamiami Station

Florida Bay Station

: Max. Temp ; Mear v^Iax .T'li a , Tfe:.'ip

.

Mear. rlr.n ; Rainfall:

: 92° i 89.00 : 670 \ 71.90 : 8.30" \

: 92° \ 89.80 70° : 7^^.30 \
6.39" i

:
9ko 90.60

:
72° \ 7^^.27° :

10.40" :

: 90° , 87.9° '
: 73° \ 77.50 J k,9W' \

Plans, Maps, and Surveys ; The route of Gumbo Limbo
Trail was planned slightly differently to permit better inter-
pretation. V/ork on the trail will begin next month.

Park road project 1A5, West Lake to Nine Mile Bend,
was approved and will be advertised for bids to be opened on
October 28.

Maintenance ; The park shop was busy all month on
the following projects: repair of two power plants; alteration
on glades buggy; repair of outboa.rd motors; installation of mobile
radio; annual repair and refinishing of two airboats; wooding
down and repainting inboard boat 11-215; and straightening with
reinforcement on lowboy trailer. The park dragline was steam
cleaned and painted.
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Road work included blading of Ingratiam Highway with

some patching work to beginning of road construction. A
chlorinator was installed at Royal Palm Station and inspection
pipes were placed in all Pine Island septic tanks. Over 500

seagrape and coconut seedlings were put out in the temporary
Rowdy Bend nursery for later use at Flamingo. An oil storage
building was set at Tamiami Station.

Construction : Project lAl (Contract ll+-10 -0100-^+39),

Dredging and Stockpiling Oolite Borrow and Other Work near
Flamingo. Ihis was about kofo complete, Brinson Construction
Company encountered delays on delivery of a new especially
designed cutter head for their dredge. When delivered, it is

expected to speed operations considerably.

Project 1A2-6A1 (Contract li|-10-0100-5ii6), Construction
of Main Park Road from Flamingo to West Lake Vicinity. Hie

contractor began some minor work but rains delayed full scale

operations

,

Contract 1^-10-111-^3, Boat Basin, Piers, Bulkheading
and Filling - Flamingo. This project was 62^0 coir.plete. Basin
One was about finished with bulkhead, backfill, ".'rd most of the

coping in place. Piling was being driven and some in place in

Basin Two.

Approaches to Park Areas ; In the "Hole-in-the-Donut"
on Long Pine Key, the lori Brothers are constructing a labor
camp that will house approximately 165 men. The development
includes a dormitory, storage building, and commissary.

Cooperating Government Agencies ; Protection personnel
participated in 5 Ground Observer Corps exercises during the month.

Dr. L. F, Conover, U. S. Weather Bureau Meteorologist,
stationed at the University of Miami, contacted the Chief Ranger
regarding park cooperation in the current hurricane study being
made by the Weather Bureau, Dr. Conover was interested in the
data secured from our 5 surface water stations.

Mr. R. W, Finder, technician from the U, S. Weather
Bureau Office in Miami, visited the park twice during the month
to correct deficiencies in the Bureau's automatic wind recorder
at Flamingo, This recorder serves as an important link in the

hurricane warning system for south Florida. Engineer Shenker,
Ranger Senne, and Mr. Gates of the Bureau of Public Roads cooperated
with Mr. Pinder. According to Finder, this automatic repordei*
is one of the two of its kind in the United States.

^e Chief Ranger attended the Federal Safety County meeting
in the Pan American Bank Building in Miami on September 1,
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Interpretation ; The Naturalist manned the Royal Palm
Ranger Station each "of the k Sundays during the month. Attendance
during the k days was a total of 1, 3?7 visitors. A talk was given
each day, Ihe total attendance vras 339 • '^^o special evening
talks were given. A talk on "Conservation in National Parks" was

given to a group of 33 Princeton Boy Scouts on September 29. On
September 30 an illustrated slide talk was given to workmen at
Coot Bay,

A let-up in the mosquito infection made trails in the
park more useful. Nearly half of the Royal Palm visitors made
use of the Gumbo Limbo 'Trail.

Illustrated talks v:erc given by Ranger Sonne and the
Naturalist at Coot Ba,y to acquaint construction crews working in
the area with Service programs, policies, and areas.

Travel ; A total of 10,^^5 persons visited the park
during the month, an increase of 10. ^io over September 195^j a
continuation of the current upward trend in park visitation. The

reduction from last month was a marked kO.Jio due in part to the

non^ial drop experienced each year at this time aivj to the current
closing of the park below Station 3. AH state3_, except nine,

were represented in addition to 5 Canadian provibces and 13 foreign
countries

.

Visitors : Mr. Denys Wilkinson, atomic scientist, orni-
thologist, and university professor, Cambridge, England,

Mr. Peter Margosian of the Moody Institute of Science
started photographic work in the park.

Dr. Francois Vai].lant of the University of Algiers visited
the park on September 28.

Superintendent and Mrs. H. Hubler of San Juan National
Historic Site.

Ranger Service ; Early morning patrols, resulting in the
issuance of several courtesy tickets, vrere made in connection with
closing the Cape Sable District in order to prevent unauthorized
entry beyond the road gate.

Some difficulty was experienced with employees of R. H.

Wright and Sons, contractors currently building the park road, in
adhering to park speed limits.

Patrol mileage is shown below:

Car ^383
Boat 718
Airboat 303
Glades Buggy 26

Total - - - -5,'00
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Forest and Building Fire Control ; Oscar Patton, a

charter boatman, left a glass jug (filled with water) on the
seat of his skiff. The brilliant Florida sun shone through the

jug to set a nearby boat cushion afire. Fortunately Ranger
Barney Parker passed the skiff at this time, suppressing the
fire that otherwise might have been serious as the boat was
tied up at the concession dock at Coot Bay,

Accidents ; One automobile accident occurred at night
when the driver ran into a truck parked at the gate, closing off
the park. The car was completely wrecked and the driver suffered
minor injury.

Three contractor employees experienced minor injuries
during the month.

Public Health ; Five trailers owned by employees of
R, H, Wright and Sons are currently parked at the former Flamingo
picnic area. Ihe occupants of these trailers, with others
expected, present a sanitation problem. Mr. Frazier, Florida
Board of Health, was contracted in this regard and is to review
the situation with us on October 5.

Personnel ; Assistant Chief Ranger Ralph D. Maxwell
was transferred to the position of Qiief Ranger at IVlammoth Cave
National Park.

A son, Michael Phillip, joined the family of District
Ranger and Mrs. Bean on September 20,

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent

.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Four





v.^.^

Siraiaary of the October 1955 Monthly Narrative Report
for

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
z?^-'^

Page

WEAIHER CONDITIONS:

INSPECTIONS:

PUBLIC RELATIONS:

Dry October. Rainfall much
below average for park. 1

Director Wirih and Regional
Director Cox of Region One visited
the park.

Meeting attended by National Park
Service officials and Florida State
officials on Everglades National
Park. Dade County Airboat Asso-
ciation meeting attended by Ranger
Winte. 1

miNTENAI^ICE:

CONSTRUCTION:

Repair in readiness for "season"

CONCESSIONERS:

COOPERATING GOVERNMENTAL
AGENCIES:

INTERPRETIVE SERVICE:

Guabo Limbo Trail improved. Flamingo
bulkheading contract 70/^ complete.
Bids taken for road contract 1A5.
Project lAl 57/'j complete. Project
lA2-6Ai given notice to proceed.

Snack Bar at Coot Bay closed.
Audubon V/ildlife Tours to visit

FxoyaL Palm area in winter progrsim.

Proposed Memorandum of Understand-
ing between U. S. Coast Guard and
Everglades National Park. Cooperated
with State Saltwater Fisheries
Division to stop alleged stop netting.
Federal Safety Council meeting at-
tended by Chief Ranger. Ranger Winte
accompanied U. S. Border Patrolmen
in airplane flight over park. Pro-
tection personnel participated in
Ground Observer Corps exercises. 2

Sunday afternoon talks continued
success. Improved Gumbo Limbo
Trail brought about noticeable in-
crease in its use by visitors. 3
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NATURAL HISTORY; Birds beginning to return to

park. Grass renoved from pond
at Royal Palm. Lover water
level concentrates birds.

TRAVEL:

VISITS:

RANGER SERVICE:

LAW EKFORCEl^OT:

FIRE CONTROL:

ACCIDENTS:

Increase of ZJ .yj.-^ visitation
over October 195'-'->

Fred Pa.ckard of National Parks
Association and Dr. Hoffmann,
Sviss ornithologist

Established tent quarters in
TaiTilr!-^-. D-'.strict to guard against
poacLing for 3 months. Few com-
mercial fishermen in evidence
during month.

Bookcase at Royal Palm broken
into. 3 stranded boats rescued.

Letter mailed to park neighbors.
Fire eg_uipment rehabilitated.

Six personal injuries. Four
motor vehicle accidents.

h

k

5

5

PUBLIC HEALIH:

OIL:Q

PERS0]\1NEL:

Recommendations on sanitation
for contractors ' employees made
by P.H.S. men to Superintendent. 5

Gulf Oil Co. will start refilling
excavations at the dry holes in
the park. 5

T\TO prom.otions and two reassignments

.

Show-me trip for office group. 5
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I UNITED STATES ^
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERl W

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPERINTENDENT'S MONTHLY NAPvRATIVE REPORT
FOB.

EVERGLADES NhTIOTTAL PARK
OctiVei' 1955

Weather Conditions: October vas a beautiful m-mth— too

The weather continued compn.ratively c'.ry vJ.th only an average
tn^-- icark. This in Cv^nsiderably

Tota.l park precipitation

beautiful

.

of 2.66 inches of rainfall recorded io.:

belovr the park average of 6. 71 inches^, tv>r Oc"':cb^r.

departure for the calendar year to dote
emphasize the current dry spell, the xv
October 31 read the same as it did or. .>

Ifeimiami District, the surface water to,':;

is prohibited except in the Shark Ri».'^

this time of year.

lo Yinus 11. 2U inch2S. To further
.ftr gage at Taylor c!lough on
.',;':mb--;r 15 last year. In the

.a is so low that oirboat travel
"''-3,rj ey, a conditl'-'n unusual for

: Max . Temp .Mean Max Rln . Tom-o Mean Min Rainfall:

: 890 \ Qk.ko , 530 :
6ii-.70

: 1.95" 1

: 910 !
85.J+0 390 i 67.90 .

1.39"
':

: 92^ I 85.20 600 : 68.10
, 2.32" :

: 870 : 82.80 : 59° : 70.90 ': U.97" :

Station readings were as follows -,

Royal Palm Station

Coot Bay Station

Tamiami Station

Florida Bay Station

Inspections ; Director Conrad L. Wirth and Regional Director
Elbert Cox, Region One, inspected the pirk on October 8, traveling by
airboat from the 7-Mile Tower to Banana Patch and thence by cruiser to

Coot Bay. The balance of the day was spent at Flamingo reviewing current
construction activities.

Public Relations ; A meeting W9,s held in the office of John D.

Pennekamp, Associate Editor of the Miami Herald . It was attended by
Governor Collins, Senators Holland and omathers. Congressman Fas cell,
State Senator Gautier, Director Wirth, Regional Director Cox, Superintendent
Beard, Assistant Superintendent Fry, and concessions' manager Knight.
Discussions revolved around overnight housing at Flamingo (the Director
reaffirmed the Service's decision to have none at present, at least) anl
plans for completion of the park boundaries.

District Ranger Winte attended the Dade County Airboat Asso-
ciation meeting in Miami on October 30. The Association, which does
considerable airboat travel adjacent to the park boundaries in the vicinity
of the Tamiami Trail, was asked to continue their good cooperation in pre-
venting wild fires and in avoiding park trespass by airboat.
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Maintenance ; The park shop was busy all month getting ready for

the "season" with emphasis upon repair of fire equipment, radios, ranger
vehicles, and light plants.

Construction ; Gumbo Limbo Trail was paved with plant mix. Ihis

has greatly improved the trail in appearance and usefulness. The job was

well done and the narrow, winding woods trail character preserved.

The contract for bulkheading, etc., at Flamingo was about 70fo

complete by the end of October,

Bids for road contract 1A5 were opened October 28. Six bids

were received with ABC Enterprises low at $318^^8^ and Blythe Brothers
second at $i4-3i+,86o. No award was made. ABC Enterprises was being
investigated for con^etence and because of their bid bond.

Project lAl, dredging and stockpiling of oolite borrow at Flamingo
was 57^ complete.

Project 1A2-6A1 (Park Road, Flamingo to West Lake) was given
notice to proceed October ?•

Concessioners ; The snack bar at Coot Bay closed October 7 due
to the small amount of business.

Audubon Wildlife Tours representatives met with the superintendent
to work out a winter program. It was decided that tours would visit the
Royal Palm area only (since road to Coot Bay is closed) and Florida Bay
out of Ifeivernler.

Cooperating Governmental Agencies ; The Chief Ranger contacted
the U. S. Coast Guard in Miami concerning a proposed Memorandum of Under-
standing between that agency and Everglac'.es National Park with respect to
aids to navigation in the park. The discussion with Lieutenant Commander
Burke and Mr. Demeritt of the Coast Guard resulted in a copy of the agree-
ment being forwarded to the District Commander for his review and comments.

Park Ranger Parker cooperated with State officials of the
Saltwater Fisheries Division to stop allef^ed stop netting activities in
the Hog Key-Broad River section of the Gulf Coast. No arrests were made
but the investigation should have a salutary effect on this illegal actl^'.i :?-

The Federal Safety Council meeting held in the Pan American Baric
Building in Miami on October 6 was attended by the Chief Ranger, Plans
were made with respect to subsequent programs and the election of officer^

District Ranger Winte accompanied U. S. Border Patrolmen in an
airplane flight over Everglades National Park to check on possible immi-
gration violations . At the same time Winte was able to observe whether
illegal airboat and p-lades buggy travel had been made in the park, noting
two such violations.
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Park protection personnel participated in Ground Observer Corps
exercises on October 2 and 3*

Interpretive Service : The Sunday afternoon talk given at the

time of bus arrival was continued successfully. Five talks were given
to 25^ visitors. The Naturalist manned the Royal Palm Station on all
five Sundays during the month. About 1,3^ visitors were at the station
during those five days . A very noticeable increase in the use of the
Gumbo Limbo Trail occurred when the surfacing work was finished. Many
favorable comments about the improvement were heard.

Considerable preliminary effort has been made on plans for the
coming interpretive programs and devices. Ihe Gumbo Limbo Trail has been
surfaced; materials for labels have been secured. It is hoped that much
of the labeling can be accomplished in the month of November.

Some thought has been directed toward the program at Everglades
City. A full daily program there may be possible if the necessary trans-
portation can be secured.

Natural History : As the surface water lowers in the glades, the
wildlife concentrates in the sloughs and nearer to the mangrove. This
gradual movement is apparently under way as Ranger Bean recently reported
two alligators and an otter crossing Ingraham Highway in front of his
vehicle.

Birds are beginning to return to the park according to the
reports of all of the rangers. Ranger Mrazek counted 8^ roseate spoonbills
at nesting sites in Florida Bay, the largest number (32) at Stake Key.

Ranger Senne notes that few birds were observed at East River or Cuthbert
Lake rookeries but that many species, chiefly coots, egrets, ducks, and
spoonbills are appearing in the district in increasing numbers.

During the month, the grass was removed from the pond at the
Royal Palm Ranger Station in order to reduce the death of fish during
the forthcoming winter season when stagnation reduces oxygen supply.

Travel : During the month, 12,117 persons visited the park,

an increase of 27.3^ over October 195^- and of l6/o over September 1955

•

This continues the upward trend that has been noted every month this
calendar year except for February. All states but eight were represented
in addition to two Canadian provinces and ten foreign countries.

Visits ;

Fred Packard, Executive Director, National Parks Association

Dr. Luc Hoffmann, Ornithologist, Switzerland
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Ranger Service ; The stone crab season opened October 15 "vrLth

traps set at several locations in Blackvater Sound and around Rabbit

and Twin Keys.

A few coromercial fishermen were in evidence during the month,

four silver mullet crews and several trout fishermen working in Florida

Bay.

Tent c|.uarters for two men were established near Iron Pot Hami;iock

in the Tamiami District in order to guard against possible poaching during

the next three months and to be nearer the area where fires are most likely

to start during the corresponding period.

The rangers issued several courtesy tickets to those who entered

the closed portion of the park without authority.

During October patrol mileage was as follows:

Car ^>^m
Boat 2,i^98

Airboat 386
Glades buggy ^5

Total ^,k2k

Law Enforcement : A dredge worker stole an automobile from a

fellow employee but he was ai^prehended with the car before getting out
of the park. At a meeting between the parties involved, an amiable agree-
ment was reached with the result that tiie charges were dropped and the

case was considered closed.

Mr. Van Bass, a commercial fisherman, v^as apprehended in Florida
Bay fishing for silver mullet without a permit. The matter was settled
in the Cliief Ranger's office, i'ir. Bass being issued a permit for the balance
of the calendar year commencing November 5-

Assistant Chief Ranger McDowell and District Ranger Senne rescued
three boats that were out of gas at the mouth of Little Shark River.

Albert C. Scroggins, a Hendry employee, was fined ^^15 (suspended)
for driving without a license. The United States Coranissioner gave him

Tlie bookcase at the Royal Palm Ranger Station vra.s broken into
October 26, resulting in six books and a number of natural history magazines
being stolen.
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Fire Control ; Fire equipment was rehabilitated. The lowboy-

trailer was straightened and redecked; one of the ramp beds was trans-

ferred from an old 1^-ton chassis to a newer chassis; the glades buggy-

assigned to the l^misuni District was redesigned with nev; decking and

water tanks; the East Boundary- Patrol pickup got a new water tanl-c and

a new Briggs-Stratton motor; and the power plant at the Long Pine Key-

Tower was overhauled. All park fire control equipment was repainted.

A letter was mailed to park neighbors along the East Boundary,

thanking them for their past cooperation and requesting their continued

assistance.

Accidents ; There were six personal injuries involving dredge
employees of the Hendry Corporation. Fortunately, none of 'the injuries

was of a serious nature.

Four motor vehicle accidents occurred in the closed portion
of the park. Employees of the Hendry Corporation were responsible in

each instance. Considerable damage was done to the automobiles but no

one suffered injury.

Public Health ; Messrs. D. E. Frazier and L. F. Wesbrook,
Florida Board of Health, made an inspection of the Flamingo area with
District Ranger Bean and Mr. Shenker. Recommendations were submitted
to the Superintendent by this group covering sanitation needs, require-
ments, and enforcement v;ith respect to trailer use by contractors'
employees

.

Oil ; Mr. H. B. Leetons of Gulf Oil Company conferred with
the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent relative "to refilling
test well excavated sites near Tamiami Station. It was agreed that this
should be done in December. Mr. Leetons said that the two wells at the
Trail (UO-Mile Bend and across from Jimmy Tiger's camp) were costing
around ip6,000 per month to operate. He said they would close these wells
soon as nonproductive. He also said that the tidewater well off Sandy
Key (not in park) had already cost about one million dollars and they
are just down to where cores can be taken. The work of refilling excav-
ations at the dry holes in the park will cost Gulf around 4)10,000 or
more, but Gulf will live up to its agreements on this, Leetons said.

The Superintendent and the Assis-tant Superintendent were
surprisingly unsympathetic to -this tale of woe.

Personnel ; During the month, Lyle H. McDowell was promoted to
Assistant Chief Park Ranger from District Ranger at Royal I^lm, and Super-
visory Park Ranger Senne was promoted to District Ranger at Cape Sable
from the assistant's position in -the same district. District Ranger
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Mrazek v/as transferred to Florida Bay from Cape Sable and District
Ranger Eean to Royal Palm from Florida Bay.

On October 26 a "show~me" trip to Lostman's River Patrol
Station was made by cruiser, the ladies of the office being guests.
The cruise was made to the statj.on via Vftiitewater Bay with return through
Joe River.

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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In replj'" refer to:

A2823

UI1ITED STATES
DEPARTIviEKT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL P;\RK SERVICE
EVERGD\DES NATIONAL PARK

P. 0, BOX 275
HOl-ESTEAD, FLORIDA

November 30; 1955

/)
Ivjenoranduin

To: Division Heads and District Ran,^;ers

From: Acting Superintendent Fr\-

Subject: Superintendent's i-bnthly Narrative Report--/:^--*<'^»«*-s:^?^<i/ .'^^r-<-'

Tiie raost recent revision^ Ar.iend::ient No. 53^ cf Voiur.:e 15 Reports

changes the Suijerintendent' s monthly narrative rex^ort. Hie report has

been revised to be vaore useful.

All employees responsible for tiie preparation of reports and
who receive this memcranduKi shall follow the suggested topics tliat are
listed here^.dth. Please note on the righthand border the persons respons-
ible for reporting certain sections of the report.

Hie Superintendent has requested tliat the Chief Ranger ;, the
Naturalist, the Landscape Architect, the Engineer, and tlie Assistant
Superintendent^ submit their reports one topic per page.

'Hie Superintendent has also requested that the reports on the
field be in his hands by the 5th of each month. Hie suggested topics in
the ne\r report form are as follou:

Suggested Topics

General

'/eather Conditions : Pdi outline of general or unusual conditions
T.'hich may affect park travel or \/ork is all that is required. Do not
at"tc.ch copies of Ivcather Bureau reiDort forms Rangers

Increase or Decrease in Ti^avel : Comj-jient on travel trends and
report amounts of admission, entrance, or autosnobile permit fees collected
during mon'cii, if applicable Rangers

Visitors : Include influential or important persons. .. .Rangers
Secretary

?^
^^'
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Specia], Activities ; Report on important inspections and

investigatioi" other than those made by the local stiff, ti-avel by

the official in charge, conferences, meetings, etc , not reportable

under other activity headings -.....,..,...•.... c All Staff
I'leriibers

Miscellaneous : ITote unusual and interesting happenings

involving employees and members of their families All Staff
Members

Adiiiini s tration

Personnel ; Report appointments, transfers, promotions,

and other personnel changes affecting permanent positions. I-^ntlon

entrance on duty dates of key employees transferring frov.i other areas,

and items of unusual interest such as special recruiting problems,

training activities, etc Assistant
Superintende.-it

Safety and Health : Mention accidents involving visitors.
Service employees, and equipment; health of visitors and employees.

Details of minor accidents are not desired Rangers

Building Fire Protection ; Report building fires, building
fire hazard inspections, fire brigade organizations and training.

Rangers

Sanitation ; Kention iv.iportant sanitation items, including
crater supply Engineer

Cooperative Activities

Boundary'" Adjustments ; iiention any field studies, report
preparation, engineering surveys, conferences with other agencies,
or other pertinent actions relating to proposed boundary changes.

Engineer

Proposed Park Areas ; i-jention any field studies, discussions
with other agencies or individuals, and nei/spaper and other comments
on proposed park or recreation areas located near the reporting area.

Superintendeiil

Cooperation \7ith Other Federal, State, or Local Agencies ;

I'fention consultative and advisory assistance furnished to other Federal,
State, county, metropolitan, or municipal agencies concerning their
recreation areas, facilities, and lorograras, and cooperative services
rendered by other agencies .All Staff

iMembers





Cooperating Non-Governmental Agencies ; Mention \rork

done by or for private organizations, associations, or societies.

Include donations and accessions, other than I-mseum material . Only-

items of major importance should be mentioned All Staff
Members

State, County, or Municipal Legislation : Resolutions,
memorials to Congress, etc., passed by State Legislatures or other

local actions taken affecting the reporting area Superintenden

'

Interpretive Activities and Developments

Interpretive Facilities (including museum activities and
exhibits) ; Report completion and imporLan-c progress on museum con-

struction and exhibit plans; installation or revision of permanent
or temporary displays, trailside eichibits, exlr.ibits in jjlace, and
special exhibits , „........, , Ijaturalist

Interpretive Services; Summarize the services rendered
by conducted trips, talks, and at inforhmtion stations and museiim

facilities ,....,...,. Naturalist

Gen^i^.^Puolicity; Important local jjress items relating
to the area shcuJ.d be mentioned. Do not in'.lude copies of press
releases and nature notes already sent zo the Director or the Regional
Director ,....,. Super intend^:-,.-

Naturalist

Public Relations ; Cover activities specifically intended
to retain or create friendly and favorable attitudes tovra.rd area or
Service All Staff

Members

Research and Observations ; Enumerate observations, events,
and important research projects in fields of biology, history, etc.
Do not include check lists, censuses, or other details that should be
submitted in special reports ....,,.,.. Naturalist

Operations

Sto.tus of Private Lends ; Include only important changes
or negotiations concerning private lands v/ith the park boundaries.

Super intende:

ProtecLion and Ranger Service ; Mention important facts
concerned uith protection of the area, its visitors, and its property.
Comment regarding public visitation, special events of note, ranger
activities, rescue and search situations, and unusual lav enforcement
waiters Rangers



(



wildlife and Fish Cultural Activities ; Report activities

relating to v^ildlife management and fish culture Naturalist
Rangers

Maintenance : It is not necessary to recite minor or

routine details. Include soil and moisture activities Garage Foreman
C & M
Supervisor

Concessioners ; Indicate important changes, trends, lack

of accommodations, new service, and status of concessioners' approved

projects c Superintenden '"

Complaints : Enumerate covnplaints against the concessioners
and National Park Service. State action taken hy officials in

charge to investigate complaints „ .....<.<>..•... Rangers

Forest Fire Protection ; Report fire hazard conditions
and items of special interest relating to fire prevention, presup-
pression, and suppression Rangers

Insects and Ti-ee Diseases : Report studies and surveys under
vay, control operations of importance, speci.al tree preservation activities,
including campground protection and studies. ,

»

.Rangers

De

s

ign and Construction
'(Start on Separate Page)

Plans, Maps, and Surveys ; Report activities of technical
personnel, resident or assigned, relating to PCP's, tester Plans,
road, boundary, or other surveys, including progress on projects.

Engineer '

Landscape
Architect

New Construction ; Report progress on all projects. A
realistic statement of work to date should be made, i.e., foundation
for bridge completed, right-of-i/ay cleared, culverts in place, and
first three miles of grading completed. Account for any unusual
delays. Include forecast of v;hether all funds allotted to a project
will be obligated before the end of vhe fiscal year or whether carry-
over balances" way be anticipated". Establish a completion date and.
Dti,itc MhcttiQr the project vrlll be completed vrlthin the established
completion date. If no construction is in progress or programmed, so
indicate. If the work is to be done by contract and not under way,
indicate the date bids v/ill be circulated and opened. The above in-
formation on new construction should include concessioners' construc-
tion projects.
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This material has been consolidated vdth Report 7m5 and should

be reported on Forms 10-771 and 10-2^- and attached to the Superintendent's
Monthly Narrative Report. These instructions will be included in the

Reports Part of the National Park Service Administrative Manual .

Engineer
Landscape

Architect

Utilities; Include statement (where applicable) as to

action taken and current status of negotiations for obtaining more
adeq.uate utility services such as telephone, radio, electric power,

etc., on a leased service basis from commercial companies .Engineer
Landscape
Architect

Conferences and Meetings ; l^/hen attendance at conferences
or meetings relating to Design and Construction activities is reported,
include names and titles of those in attendance, purpose of conference,
recommendations made, and conclusions or action taken.

Additional copies of the Design and Construction portion
of the Superintendents' Monthly Narrative Report, both narrative
material and Forms 10-771 and 10-2^, should be mailed directly to;

Regional Director, appropriate Field Design Office, and Washington
Office (2 copies) marked for Branch of Programs and Plans Control
and Division of Design and Construction Engineer

Staff
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Summary of the Noveraber 19^^ Monthly Narrative Report
for

EVERGLADES iMATIOKiVT, PARK

Page

VfEATHER:

INCREASE III TOAVEL:

VISITORS:

PERSOItlEL:

Low water tahle most critical Gince
19^+^-19^5 lire season.

k.'^^/o increase over November 195^-

Dr. and l-ics. Crai['^ead, General Rock, and

Ted Williams

There v/ere several personnel changes this

month

.

f)^

t'

BOUIJDARY ADJUSTIVISMI^ ; Aerial photographs made of the country from
Ten Ihousand Islands to Lostman's River. 2

Collaborator Wfeinly and the Superintendent
met V7ith Fred Elliott to v/ork out boundary.

INTB:RPRETIVE facilities; Prepared new labels, planned texts ^ and
"~ developed nev; devices for Gumbo Limbo Trail. 2

INTERPRETIVE SBRVICES ; 2,66$ visitors contacted by naturalist staff
at Royal Palm Station. A number of other
people were contacted by talks given by the
naturalists. 3

RESEARCH AIID OBSERVATION ; Taylor Slough show building up. Roseate
spoonbills incubating. Mligator popula-
tion at headwaters of rivers building up

.

East River and Cuthbert rookeries began
to form at end of month. 3

OIL EXPLORATION:

PROTECTION AND RANGER
SERVICE;

MAINTENANCE:

CONCESSIONERS:

Offshore exploratory well west of park's
boundary near Sandy Key a "duster." Oil
fever in area finally starting to subside. 3

Hunting season began. Tent quarters for
two rangers established near Iron Pot Hammock
to patrol area. Hunting situation in "Hole-
in- the-Donut" improved by farmers posting
"No Hunting" signs on their lands. Rangers
continue to have difficulty with construc-
tion workers to speed on park road. \

Repair and changes began at Lostman's River
Statioii. h

Audubon Wildlife Tours began in Florida
Bay area. Conference with directors of
Everglades Park Co. attended by Superin- h
tendent.





Park

Page

FOREST FIRE CONTROL: Critical fire season, \rorst since
creation of park. Eight Fire Control
Aids entered on duty.

PLMS, I-IAPS, m) SURVEYS ; Work on PCPs slewed with Engineer Shenker
on sick leave all month.

WEI/ COKSTRUCTIOK: Work on clearing and levee construction
"began east of Flamingo canal. Contractor
Cothron'u work progressed slov;ly. Project
lAl 89 /i complete. Wrigiit and Son, con-
struction company, completed 75'/^ of
grubbing and clearing on B.P,R. Project
lAQ-oAl. Reccramendations •made that low
bidder on 1A5 be rejected and award be
made bo second lowest bidder. 6

CONFERENCES AND 14EETINGS; On site review made with park and Ever-
glades Park Co. personnel. 6

EVERGLADES I.'ationaJ. PARK - Sunimary Page T^/o





% 7 %'eply refer to:^ UI\IITiiD STATES /u=023

department of the interior
matiowal park service

superimtendet'lt's momtiily marrativb report
for"

EVSR0L.\DE"3 rl/'.TIONAL PARK
Hovember 1955

General

Vfeather CoucU tious ; Tlirouchout central and southern Florida,

rainfall deficiency" vra.s' beginning' to be noted with alarm. In the park

it amounted to a miniis 12.32 inches for the year or minus 1.08 incher.

in November which is noniially a dry r.ionth \;ith only l.oU inches as average.

"^ClQ Kissitnee Valley north of Lake Okeechobee i;as suffering with

citrus 3roves dying and forage for cattle in critical condition. Tlrie

lake itself had been held low by the Army Engineers n.n anticipation of
October rains that never came. Navigation at the lake was endangered as

were the fariiis req'airing ii-rigation nearby. So, all of this area, including
the park, is going into the dry season in about as bad a condition as the

disastrous fire years of 19^i-i-i- 19^1-5 •

Station readings are as iTollo^;:

Royal Pain Station

Coot B-i.y Station

Taraiaui Station

Florida :Day Station

^'ax. Teiirp" Meaii i-'iLLX Min. 'lY^mij Moan Min ; Rainfall:

G?"
:. 77.1° Ii-8^ 58.1° ;

0.28" :*

86^ 02.20 50*=> 61.5^ 0.80" \

370 ; 77.7° 'iB^ 63.5° : 1.25" \

Oii-o : Go. 70 I160 69.20 • 0.i^7"
:

Increase in Travel; A total of 1^,193 persons visited the
park during the month, ati" increase of U.5';/o over November 195^ and of
1^.6^' over October of this year. All states, except six, were represented
in addition to throe Canadian provinces and 13 foreign countries.

During the month a tabulation was made of the number of vehicles
entering the park in connection vritli farm and construction activity at
Long Pine Key and Flamingo, respectively. It \7as estimated that these
activities accounted for i860 vehicles or more than 33v'; of the total cars
entering the park. The persons in these I860 cars are not included in
our visitation figure.
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Visitors ; Dr. and Voce F. C. Craighead of Carlisle, Pennsylvania,

have returned here for the winter season. Dr. Craighead is a park collaborator

General Le-wis B. Rock., USI-iC,, rctireci, Homestead, visited Mahogany

Hammocks

.

Ted Williams, outfielder, Boston Red Sox, Islainorada, Florida

Adr.iini s tra11on

Personpelr Virs. Irene VJ. Bauka, clerk-typist, transferred to

the Homestead'/Jif I'Wce Base effective Itovcmber 6, 1955

•

Mr. Ed';;\rJ R. toson entered on duty as Fotcrboat Operator at Fort

Jefferson National M-;nauient effective November 25, J.S'3J.

Position No. 60, Park Naturalist, GS-i|-53-5j '^as established on

November 29, 1955.

Assistant Superintendent Fry and Administrative Aid Taylor attended

the monthly Federal Personnel Council Meeting in Miami on November 8 and a

special meeting of the Council on November l3 called to discuss the FSEE
conducted by Assistant Regional Director RIMA of the 5 USCSC,

Assistant Superintendent Fry was elected President of FEU II67,

National Federation of Federal Employees, on November 8 for his 3i'd. term.

CooperatJA e Activities

Boundary Adj \istments; iiaps were dravm and aerial photographs
were made into a mocr.ic of the counti'y from the Ten Thousand Islands to

Lostraan's River. Collaborator i'lanly and the Superintendent took these and
other materials to Tallahassee for a conference with Vx. Fred Elliott,
Secretary and Engineer for the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund.

Elliott had previously been assigned by Governor Collins to stvidy and
recommend on park boundaries in that area.

Elliott's long acq.uaintance v;ith the situation and his appreciation
for the park and its purposes resulted in a satisfactory conference. Cop.'.co

of the maps were retained by Elliott and a compromise line was indicated
upon same. The next step is for him to report to the Governor and the othci'

Trustees at a meeting where a quorum vrill be present. Ilie conference vath
Mr. Elliott followed an earlier one in Miami v/here the Director, Governor,
Senators, and others v/ere present.

Interpretive Activities and Developments

Interpretive Facilities; V/ork progressed on the newly paved Gumbo
Limbo Trail. Tliis work conslst^jd of preparation of new labels, planning of
texts, and development of new devices. Target date for reopening of the
trail was set for December 15

.

Everglades National Park - Page Ti/o
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Interpretive Services ; The naturalist staff majaned the Royal

Palm Station seven days during the raonth when 2,665 visitors used the

station.

Six talks were given at the station to 3^2 visitors. In addi-

tion the naturalist staff offered informal information at three "night

flights" to 206 attending visitors.

Tliree talks vzere given outside the park to orcanizations in

the community.

On November 2, Park Naturalist Cliristensen spoke to the ladies'

organization of the Christian Church vath an attendance of 2k.

On November 7, the Park Naturalist spoke to the 30 members of

the Women's Club of Hialeah and on November 9 he and Chief Ranger Campbell

spoke to an audience of 350 at the Tropical Audubon Society meeting in

Miami

.

Research and Observation ; The bird and alligator population
began to make its annual increase "at Taylor Slough and at Royal Palm.

Up to 12 alligators v/ere counted at one time on sunni3|g places.

Roseate spoonbills at Florida Bay were relatively inconspicious
all month- -a good sign that incubation is under way.

Ranger Barnie Parker reported that the alligator population at
river headv/aters continues to show sporadic improvement. lie checked 25
baby 'gators and 39 larger ones. Parker also recorded numerous panther
signs at Highlands Beach and the Chief Ranger saw one at Pine Island.

East River Rookery and Cuthbert Lake Rookery had not begun to

form by month's end.

Operations

Oil Exploration ; The offshore exploratory well just west of the
park's boundary near Sandy Key was a "duster." This very expensive explor-
atory v/cll from a floating rig on Gulf Oil Corporation's lease 826-G in
Monroe County reached a depth of 12,631 feet--the deepest and one of the
driest holes ever drilled in Florida. There x^ere some traces of oil and
"faint sour gas odors" (not uncommon near Cape Sable), but nothing else.

Extensive seismological study had indicated a subsurface dome
in the area. It did not contain oil. Meanwhile both vrells had ceased
pumping at Tamiami area close to park boundaries that had triggered the
stock speculation, public hearings, and v/ild excitement during the in-
cumbency of Acting Governor Charley Johns. Reliable reports indicate
these wells will soon be closed out as they are costing the companies
about .ji6,000 a month to operate.

Everglades National Pai-k - Page Three
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For the first time since the early 19^0 's, the oil "fever"

at and near vrhat is no\;' Everglades National Park had rj_uicted.

Protection and R-^ngor Servico; Hunting season for deer and

turkey began Koveuber 2Zj the day beiore Tlianksgiving, the first five

days being open. Tlie season lasts through January 8. Eight glades

buggies were noted in the area south of the Loop Road and in the vicinity
of the park boundary the first day. The nuT.iber of hunters has increased
somewhat since that time, but no violations were observed. Iliis credit-

able showing is likely due in large part to the tent quarters established
near Iron Pot Harnmock and occupied by two seasonal rangers. Hunters
have been surprised to see these men walking on foot at various points
along the park boundary. V/ord about the ciuup was v;ell circulated in the

Homestead area prior to the hunting season. It appears to have had a

salutary effect.

The hunting situation in the "Hole-in-the-Donut" is considerably
improved over last year because much of this land is nov; posted against
hunting by the farmer landoimers. Only eight glades buggies permits to

travel across park lands for the purpose of hunting in the "Hole-in-the-
Donut" wore issued during the month. This is less than one-half of the

number (17) issued for bhe corresponding month last year.

The rangers continue to have difficulty with construction
vrarkers speeding to and from the job. Foremen of the Wright, Cothron
and Hendry Companies have been cautioned by the ro.ngers that the workers
must reduce their speed in driving to and from the project.

Only one case was heard before the U. S. Commissioner during
the month, involving an individual apprehended driving v/ithout an
operator's permit.

Patrol mileage vras as follows:

Car 6,8h6
Boat 2,537
Glades Buggy 17^
Airplane 460
Airboat 206

Total ....10,223

I4aintenance ; lyiaintenance crews completed transporting materials
and began certain repair and changes at Lostman's River Station. Tliey

used their nev:, specially designed v/ork boat which sank v;hen it hit rough
water. Well doused, they v:ere rescued by the escorting rangers. T-^terials

and craft were salvaged and the boat has been renamed "U.S.W.P.S. ITautilus.'

Concessioners ; Audubon Wildlife Tours began in the Florida
Bay area on November 2^^. Their tours in the park this winter are neces-
sarily curtailed because of road construction in the Flamingo area.

Everglades National Park - Page Four





The suiDcrintendent attended a luncheon conference with the
directors of Everglades Park Co. in Coral Ccbles. ^Pc-e conference
concerned plans and proG^ains of rb.e cc'uirany ::c'r the ':oTain['^ winter.

MISSION 66 was discussed. 'The 2'% yea?' contract with this company was

final3.y approved and goes into e.ffect January 1, 19^6.

Poorest P'ire Control: This ±3 the most critica.1 fire season
since the inceotion of the park because of the abnorrnal dry condition
for this tiiiie of yfa.-. Six non-3':at:.3tical '.rarmin/^ fires were extin:;,-u.I shed
hy the East Poradaj ;/ Patrolman along lovelav.-.:) Road darins the early poik
of the huntir.(j; &eas?:i.

Eight fire control aids ent-sred on duty ?I . .-eriiher 8.

A new fire dispatcher's raap was rnaie foj- b.--.adtj_uarters^ and
considerable rnaintcn' rce work \ras done on v;lo,des rj-jg(^ies and other fire
equipment duilng tb'i uonth.

Everglades National Park - Page Five





Design and Construction

Plans ; Maps, and Surveys; Engineer Shenker was on sick leave all

month, so the \rark on meeting FCP deadlines was sloired.

Ifew Cons true

t

ion : Park crews began work of clearing and levee

construction east of tiie Flamingo canal anvicipating stockpiling of oolite

at the q[uarters and road site by BPR vjork order on dredging contract.

Cothron's work at Flaraingo on bulkheads and finger piers moved
slowly in spite of an appror.ching deadline. Tlie \rork, hovrever, v^as good
and the ai'ea is taking on a sharp appearance. Tlie finger piers at Ba.sin

No. 1 were going in. The job is a satisfactory one so far. Cothron is

not expected to finish by the December 15 completion date, but there is

justification for some extension beyond that.

Project lAl was Qs>^ complete. This is the E,P.R. job by Brinson
Construction Company for dredging and stockpiling oolite at Flamingo.
Several discussions b;y B.P.R, and park personnel indicate that the concensus

of both is to run the full araount of the contract (750,000 cubic yards) and
beyond if possible. Feeling is that this opportunity for oolite fill is a

"one shot" deal in Flamingo and it will be good policy to be sure to get
enough

.

Wright Construction Company had completed about 75*/^ of grubbing
and clearing on B.P.R, Project 1A2-6A1. The road is beginning to take
shape from Flamingo northward. Tlie oolite base bends very well and a
combination of circumstances indicates that a very fine road job is in

progress.

Recommendations were made that the lovr bidder on 1A5 (Road from
V/est Lake to Nine Mile Bend) be rejected and that av/ard be made to Blythe
Construction Co., second lowest bidder.

Conferences and Meetings ; On tlie site reviev/ was made of
initial development problems \rlth. park and Everglades Park Co. personnel
at Flamingo. Principal subjects discussed related to the marine service
building construction, planning of public service building, and electrical
power proposals.

Superintendent

Everglades National Park - Page Six
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\,'EA'n-IER:

TRAVEL:

Sm.iriiary of the Deceraber 19!33 I-ionth3.y Narrative Report
"

for

:']VERGL;\PES HATIONAI. FM\K

Dacember rains 1" abo'/e avcrp-gn. Over-all

rainfall for year 11. '37'' below norm.

Decrease of o^'^ from Deceiabc?.' 195^. A tct-al

of 2kj,0'Oc] for calendai year 19>5-

Page

1

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 1

MISCELLAIIEOUS:

PERSOifilEL:

COOPERATIOII l/ITli

OTHER FEDER.\L

AGENCIES:

INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES

;

INTERPRETIVE SERVICES:

GEJIERAL PUBLICITY:

RESE/lRCH AND
OBSERVATION:

STAO^JS OF PRIVATE LANDS:

PROTIlXTION and Ry\NGER

SERVICE:

Conr^rescTiian Chudoff and assistants inspected 1

the park.

Everglades personnel sho^^ed they came from 2

19 different National Park Service localities.

Eleven personnel actions affoctinc; employees 2

v/cre taken during; the nonth.

Assisted ^ir Force to pick survival training 3

area. Wild Cotton Eradication Project to

start soon. liet with Florida Forest Service
to discuss fire ccctrol and related conserv-
ation policies . Ileiiied State officers of Salt-

water Fisheries Division to enforce regula-
tions on mullet fishing.

Labels for Gumbo Limbo Trail al^^uost complete. 3

'.-/inter program formally began on Do ca iter 3

I'J). Total of 50^2^11 interproti/e contacts
made in the park during December.

Holiday and Ri^aders Digest Ccarried articles h

o'u park. MJa-mi Herald had several feati^res

f/nd Florida Soate Ne\'/s caine for l5 iwii. TV
progi'am film. Other usual crop of photo-
graphers .

Crocodile seen at East River Rookery. Young 5
roseate spoonbills reported. Flaiv.ingo

couple back at old site.

Conference on retrial of land condemnation 5

suit.

In-Service I'raining Conference held Docem- 5

ber 6. SJ.dney Vfliitaker of iMiami arrested
by Ranger I/inte as suspect on charge of as-
saulting and impeding an officer while in
performance of duty.

fV

EVERGLADES NATIONAL P/JRK SUlf>iARY - Page One
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iMAIHTGMMGE: I'ork continued on Lostrnin's Pivec Rancer
Station, Old senrrlce scatior at Coot 3;iy

torn down.

F0RL3T FIRE COIJII^CL; Fire condition^ continue critical, lleod

for additional reasonal fii'c <:oi.r.:ox e,id£,

discus; sed vith IletClcn One.

PLANS, liAPS (": SURVEYS: P.O. P. priority li:,t forvarded to Rf.:j;icn. 8

COrU'EREHCES MID I'EETIIIGS; Conference on pressure versus gravity flov; 8
held. Proposals to establish electric
power plant in FlaiAinGO heard. Increasing;
contract tpaantity of dred^;c rock agreed
upon

.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTI^iEHT OF THE IMTEKIOR
WATIOML PARK SERVICE

In reply refer to:

SUPERIIMTE^IDEMT'S I-iOHTOLY MRMTIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGL/dPES HATIOMAL F;\RK

December 1955

General

Weather Conditiona ; Cold front rains brought Deccrnber precip-
itation in the park one inch above what is considered averace for December.
iJevortheless, accumulated deficiency for 1955 amounted to 11.57"' There
were several cold snaps reflectin^j \/nat must be a rather rugged winter
in the north. To a considerable extent thec;e vrere believed to have put
a damper on visitation.

Readings from stations follow:

Royal Palm Station

Coot Bay Station

Florida Bay Station

Taraiaviii Station

I'-iax. Temp: Mean Max Min . Temp Mean Min R-.infall:

3h^ ': 70.00 Uio
. 53. 9« 2.88" ':

05° : 79.00 kl^ 50. lo ' 1.13" :

8ao ': 77-7° 50° 6)!. 9° 1.^1+"
':

8o" ': 79.1^0 . )|I;.0 58.7°
'

1.55" 1

Decrea.se in Ti-avel: VisJtors to the park totalled i9,917> a

5/3 compared with December 195^ and an increase of more than
Of interest is that abou.t h^'^i (8,789) of

decrease of

40, over this past Hovember
the December visitation occurred during the 7-day period, December 25-31.
All states, except Wyoming, were represented in addition to 6 Co-nadian
provinces and 3 foreign countries.

A total of 2^7,092 visitors entered the park during the calendar
year 1955; ''J-n increase of 13.3''/J over 195^.

Ttie trend in soutliez'n Florida continues. Cliristmas vacation
period is being exploited by the coordinated promotion of Oronge Bowl xreck.

Each year since the park started, more people have been attracted. Al-
though statistics are not available at this x/riting, nev7spaper estimates
indicate a greater influx of tourists than ever before. Park travel
reflects it. Decrease for December this year was possibly because of
cold T/eather and the fact that the pai'k road is closed belo\7 Royal Palm.

Special A-- tivi ties : Scvcial conferences, inspections, and studies
received attaition at Everglades City. It was hoped that guided boat trips
could be activated there, but a foul up on dredging channels caused it to
be postponed.

EVERGLADES MTI0Ni\L P/J^K - Page One
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Ccnci-essman Earl Chudoff and assistants spent one day in the

park. Tbe inspection \ra,s entirely satisfactory and the ConGrescman as

v/cll as his assistants exprcLJsed themselves as beins in s^nnpathy vrith

our pro^rara here.

Hiscellaneous ; Everglades seems to be a "raeltin^j pot" or

sov.iethinG- A Census taken at the annual training conxerence shov;ed that

park personnel have served at the following places: Yosemite, Carlshad

Cavei'ns, Marmnoth Cave, Blue Ridge, Shenandoah, Dinosaur, Crater Lake,

Castillo de San i-1arcos, Lake Texorna, Region T\ro Office, Yelloirstone,

Glacier, Grand Canyon, Grand Teton, Region One Office, Rocky tountain,

V/ashmgton Office, Morris tovm, and Acadia.

Adminis I ration

Personnel; D..vid 0. Karraker, c.o.d. in the newly established

position, Fosr^/O, Tark Naturalist, GS-il-22-5, r t December k.

Position i'S, a new teiaporary position of Biologist, GS-401-7;

was established on December 3.

Position vrTl, Supervisory Park Ranger, GS-453-6, Lostman's
River Subdistrict, was established December 9 in lieu of the Park Ranger,

incuiabent Marcus D. Parker. Proiaotion effecfcive December 21.

Position I'lQ, District Park Ranger, GS-^53"7; Tamiami District,

was established December 9 i^ lieu of Supervisory Park Ranger (District

Ranger), incumbent Erwiu C. Uinte. Promotion effective December 21.

Position -;''ll, Fiscal Accounting Clerk, G3-50.1.-5^ v/as approved
effective December 6, involving a Rodescription of Duties, incuiabent

Florence Schwartz.

Position ,;'65, Clcik -Stenographer, GS-312-U, v/as approved
December 6, involving a Redcscription of Duties, incumbent Helen Rea.

Position v/=50; Voucher and Pai'roi3. CJ.erk, GS-501-U, was estab-
lished December 6 in lieu of the Cost Cleik position, incumbent Maude
Harriott

.

Seasonal Ranger IJiliaer II. Walker from Yellowstone National
Purk e.c.d. December k.

Seasonal Ranger Naturalist Robert (Xirponter from Yosemite
National P...rk e.o.d. December h.

Seasonal Ranker Naturalist Vernon Gilbert from Great SmoJjy

Mountains National Park e.o.d. Decoraber h.

Seasonal Ranger Naturalist D\/ight T. Warren froia Grand Canyon
National Park e.o.d. December l^i-.
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Cooperative Acti^-ities

Cooperation with Othc r Federal, S tate or Local Agenc ies; The

Chiei Ran^er'rnet viitn M/S^to Kohl of the Hcinestead Air Force Base to

assist the Air Force in establishinc a survival trainins area in the

Everclades region for Air Corps men. An area for such training v/as

selected outside of the park south of the Loop Road in glade and c;:>'prcss

country. Sergeant Kohl visited the area with District Ranger Winte,

repoi'ting that conditions found vfere satisfactory.

Mr. Bittner, who recently replaced V/. E. Conn as Project Leader

of the Wild Cotton Eradication Project, visited the office on December 20,

at vrhich time it was agreed that the project camp could be set up at the

site of Brovm's Camp at Flamingo. Tlie Uild Cotton Project vrill have a

comparatively short season this year as v;oi'k forces likelj/ vrill not com-

mence eradication until the middle of January, normally' v;ork starting by
December 1^.

On December 1, Fire Control Chief Bethea and District Ranger
Peeples of the Florida Forest Service met \iith the Superintendent and

Chief R..nger to disc\iss fire conti'ol and related conservation activities.

The State Representatives were sliown park fire equipment. On December 8,

Messrs. Murphy, Carreker and Smith of Mr. Peeples' ol'fice also visited
the iDark, reviewing in particular our fire control organization. Advice
was received from them that a new lookout would take over duties at the

Princeton Fire Tower of the Florida Forest Service, coiumencing the middle
of January.

State officers from the Salt^/ater Fisheries Division spent
several days in Florida Bay cooperating in the enforcement of regulations
covering the closed mullet season. The men occupied tiie liiddle Cape
Patrol Station as a base of operations

.

Interpretive Activities and Development

Interpretive Fa._cili ties ; Considerable progress has been made
tov.'ard getting the Gumbo Limbo Trail labeled. Most of the label holders
and labels have been installed along the ti'ail. 'ihe easel- type key label
holder is not complete but sliould be ready in the near future.

Easel-type interpretive devices are being constructed for use
on the Anhinga Trail and the prototype for these should appear on the
trail very soon.

Public acceptance of Gumbo Limbo Trail has been excellent.

Interpretive Services ; Tiie regular v/inter interpretive program
was formally begun on December 1^;. Qhree guided walks along the Gumbo
Limbo Trail were scheduled daily at 11;00, 1;30, and 3;30. A talk on biotic
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coranunities was given daily on the porch of the Royal Palm Ranger Station.

Evenin,pj talk, Wight Flight, and Kijit Provrl activities were limited to

v:eekends until December 26 when they became daily features. Special talks

v;ere given to two groups. On Deceraber 20, Ranger Naturalist Carpenter

took care of a local scout group; and on Decpmber 27, Assistant Park

Naturalist Karraker gave a special talk to a group from the City College

of Ifcw York.

The Senior Girl Scouts acting as Ranger-aids assisted with public

contacts on the /Inhinga walk on v;eekends and during the busiest days of

the Christmas holidays.

Generally, the expanded and experimental program seened success-

ful, though certain changes in schedule seem to be desirable. Follov/ing

is a breakdovm of programs and attendance:

No. Prograra Tottil Attemdancc Average

26.5

39
35
6k
28
i|0

^5 Guided l/alks 1,196
18 2:15 p.m. Talk 705

7 7:30 p.m. Talk 2k6
6 Night Flight 386

3 Night Prowl 83

3 Special 121

82 2,737 33. i^

In addition, 8,80'+ visitors attended the Royal Palm Sta-tion
during the 26 days it v/as manned by the Naturalist. It is estimated that
19,300 park visitors used the Aniiinga Trail; 12,200 the Giufluo LJmbo, and
^,700 the trail at Station 3 into the Cj-in-ess Head. '.Ihus a total of 50,2'il

interpretive contacts were made in the park during the month of December.

General Publici ty: An article appeared in Holiday and another
in Readers Digect mentioning the park or park personnel"! Tae Holiday
article v;as especially notcx/oi'thy for its appraisal of the Florida of today.

Steve Trumbull, dean of Florida newspaper reporters, had several
feature articles in the Miami Herald concerning the Everglades City area
as part of the general build-up for~programs and trips at this "v;estern
water gateway." Large signs vere placed at the Carnestovm corner of
Tp-maami Trail and the Everglades City turnoff by the Colliers. Ihe build-up
was poorly timed through, because the prograin did not start on schedule.

The usual crop of photographers were around, some after TV shorts,
etc. Charles Le Baron of Florida State Itows was back again for 16 mm. TV
this time. He has been especially helpful in the past because we can refer
people v/anting publicity pictures to him where they can get them v/ithout
cost.
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?vcsearch and Observation ; District Ranjjcr Senne observed a

crocodile, "~V to' 5 feet i"n len;:,th; at the East River Rookery, apparently

the first to be reported by pari; personnel in this area. Senne also

reported the East River and Cuthbert Lake Rookeries appear in excellent

condition uith many wood ibis and some American ej^rets present. "Hie

t\ro riainin^jon are also bad: at their old stand at Lake Ingraharn, and a

liudsonian and lonc;-billed curlew v;ere observed there by Ilajor Bov/es.

Ran;^er Parker reported I50 \rtiite pelicans in Second B^xy and

a flight of 650 vood ibis over Mligator Bay.

Young roseate spoonbiJls uerc rc;ported by District Ranger T-lrazek

as starting to hatch by the third week of the month with parent birds busy
flying back and forth in an effort to satisfy the young appetites. At
Stake Key where the largest crop of young is anticipated, a steady chorus

of twittering could be heard. A few vultures \iere observed at this Key,

indicating the possibility of some v.iortality among the young birds.

Ol;erations

Status of Private ;Lands: A meeting attended by Shenker and i-Jr.

iJJanly at Cicwiston, Florida, with Messrs. Pruitt and iJoll of Pruitt and
Noll, Land Surveyors for the State of Florida, and lir. Jones, Specisl
Assistant U. S. Attorney, on Decerabf)r 12 was to discuss how best to use

the recent State sui'vey in the coming retrial of a land condemnation suit
in Federal Court and to brief fir. Jc^nes concerning details of the survey.

Protection and Ranger Service ; 'ihe In-Service Training Con-
ference of Deceiaber 6 and 7 highlighted the protection activities for the
month. Ihe conference, pitched at a high level, furnished considerable
guidance and information vrlth respect to administration, operation and
protection.

On Deceriibor lO District Ranger Winte in attempting to apprehend
an individual on the Tamiami Ti'ail that he suspected of shooting a deer
in the park, \7as forced to jump to safety in order to avoijc!. being struck
by the suspect's automobile. The license number of the vehicle v;as secured,
The follov;ing day the suspect, a Lir. Sidney V/hit<aker of i-jiaiJii, was arrested
by the F.E.I, and on December 21, he was bound over by the U. S. CcoTimis-

sioner Roger Davis av/aiting action b^' tlie Federal Grand Jury on a charge
of assaulting and impeding an officer \;hile in the perforuence of his
duties. (Sec. Ill, Title lu, U.S. Code.)

Hunting couth of the Loop Road outside of the park continued
in full sv/ing throughout the i,ionth. Ilotev/orthy has been the care with
v/hich hunters have avoided entering the park. T-./o patrols v/ere made by
rangers in rental airplanes to check qi evidences of entry, but no infrac-
tions were noted.
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Fro^Ging activity along the eo.st "boundary in the Taraiarai

District picked up during the laonth with need for increased patrol by
ranger personnel in this vicinity of the park. V/inte reports that the

froggers nov; state they have no difficulty finding the east boundary
line because the white-backed boundary signi:} are clearly visible. Tlie

change frorn orange to \fhite paint tor backing boundary aigns was made
here this pact fall and in other parts of the park as well.

District Ranger Mi'azek towed Jay K. Allen, a commercial fisher-
man, from Porjoe Key tn Kc^' Lar^o as Allen had i-un out of gas and xras

rowing his skiff when Mraz,ek met hiVii.

Iho entrance station was manned from 'i: 00 a.m. to 9? 00 a.m.
and from 13:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. during the week of December l3 to assist
in determining the proportion of vi:,,itation during those hours resulting
from construction workers, farmers, park employees, aiid related persons.

District Ranger Mrazek spent considerable time checking com-
mercial fishermen. He reports pompano fishing increasing but catches
light with prices running as high as ^^il.lO per pound. Mc-azek also noted
that trapping stone crabs \fas on the upswing v/ith one operator using 65O
traps and taking an average of 2^0 lbs. of crabs per day. Crabs reportedly
now sell aL 30^5; to 'tO^-J per lb.

'Bic 29 silver mullet flshei'mon \;ho had permits covering this
activity during 1^)');; were advised that permits must be renewed if they
intend to follow this t^'pe of coiiimercial fishing in I956. To date, 15
have requested permits.

On December 31 all shrimping in the pai-k terminated except for
two permits to catch bait, isoued for one year only.

Patrol mileage for projection personnel v/as as follov/s:

Car and IVuck lO.okJ
Boat 2,094
Ai rplane 1, 100
Airboat 3IO
Glades Buggy 192

Total lT+73^^3

I ia, intcnanc£^ ; Uorl. continued on repairs and rehabilitation
of Lostman's River Ranger Station. The work v/as made difficult by cold
v/eather and choppy seas to and from the project.

The old service station at Coot Itey v/as torn down by park crews
to make v:ay for road construction, ahis disproves the oft repeated saying
that temporary structures in parks last fo-L'ever.
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The nursery or holdin^i beds at Rowdy Bend vc.s, enlarged o.nd

soiiie 30 cabbage paliiis were put in by removal froia the vay of construc-
tion.

Fores t Fire Control ; Forest fire conditions continued critical,

with the current season considered the worst in a decade.

There were tv;o (smoker and debris caused) fires during the

month, burning a total of 25 acres inside the park and 2,073 acres outside.

llie need for additional seasonal fire control aids was discussed
T;ith Messrs . Stratton and Arnold of the Region One Oxfice during their
visit to the park in Decoraber. A memorandum covering this discussion vras

submitted to the Regional Office.

I
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Design and Construction

Plans, Maps and Surveys ; P.C.F. priority list for 1957 and

1958 was fonTarded to the RG;_;ional Office.

Foundation plan for Goncossion liarina Building was approved

on December 23.

Ik-iM Construction; Sec attached Forms 10-771 and 10-2^ for

pi'or^reGS of nev; construction.

Conferences and i':eet i nc;G; Conference \/ith U. S. Public Plealth

officials, "representatives of EYerglades Park Co., Inc., and Messrs. Vint,

iirnuer and Svreeny of EODC and Reciional Chief of Operations Stratton

resulted in cursory analysis of pressure versus gravity flov; v;ater system

from elevated tank. It was rather conclusively decided three pressure

tanks would be required, one each to supply the public service building-

marina area, the picnic- campfjrounds development, and the utility-personnel

housinc; area, whereas one tank elevated, perhaps to serve also as a

lighthouse, would serve the entire l''l;iiain[;o development. It was decided

EODC would make immediate analytical and cost study of the two systems.

Lowery Electric Company and 14". Plato Cojc offered proposals to

establish an electric power plant in the Flamingo utility c.nd install undei

ground primary lines to principal use areas in the Flaminco area. I\fo

firm estimate of the cost of power was made . Both these parties stated
more detailed proposals would be offered when more specific rcciuirements

are available, llie Florida Power and Light Coiapany which is also studying
the cost to build a line bo Flai.dngo has not subinitted a proposal as yet.

Incineration rather than the burning of wastes was recommended
by the representative of the U. S. Piiblic Health Service. Little, if

any, appreciable difference in the ultimate cost of tlie two systems v^as

e:rpected.

Conference with lir. Cron and Mr. Gates of the Bureau of Public
Roads and Captain Hendry of the Brinson Construction ComjjGny v;as held
on increasing the contract quantity of dredged rock. Captain Hendry
o.greed to the increase and location of the dredged area. The Bureau of
Public Roads will follov; through wi i:h a v/ork order to cover the additional
rock and change in stockpile location.

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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SuroLury of tliQ Juimary 1956 Morxthly Hci-rativc Report

for
EVERGLADES ilATIOIi/Ui PAi^

Vn'CATllER: Lenses t cold spell on rccorci.. Increased
"

fire hczard due to falling leave g killed

by frost.

'iWvVEL: Iiic;hest vicitation on record in spite of
~

loac cold Gpell and closins of road to

Flaminijo,

VISITORS: Hiohlish'^-d by 'olie Precidcn;. \rho chanced
*" ~

to fly over tlic area -- on lua way to Key

Host.

?

Pane

SPECIiUi ACTIVITIES:

OIL:

PERSOIIIIEL:

BOUITOA^^Y ADJUST! EMTS:

CCOPERyVj;ii;G AGEWCIES:

lilTERPi^TIVE FACILITY:

IM'IERPi^TIVE SERVICES:

Gi'ou.id studies of proposed road alisraicnt

made b;^' Stout and Peetz of EODC. Eurns of

Re^^ioa One Cj-wa asciatance on P.CP. work.

En.:;ir.eer Svreeny of EODC and AsGiivtant Super-

intendent Fry inspected Fort Jefferson IvM, 2

Oil uel]. at Forty Mile Een.d scratched off

the producino; list of v'oils officially. Iluiiiblc

and Gulf Oil CoiiJS. havin^j reducticris in

foi'ce ill tliis section of Florida, 2

Mine personnel actions taken. Federal
Personnel Council Meeting attended by
Adrainistrative Officer and Assistant
Superintendent. 2

I'beting in HachinQton on boundai-y adjust-
ments. Rciisonable solution, secras attainable, 3

Proposed Mcraorandun of Understanding discussed
at ueetinei v/ith Coast Guard. Cooperation
Sivcn to a^id received from G:.ound O'oserver

Corps, Florida Salt Vfcter Fisheries Division,
U, S, Geolosical Survey, Florida State Game
and Fish Coraaission. h

A^iotiier ci.ii:ipfire lisiited.

99; ^1 intoi^rctive contacts iiadc for raontli, 5
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VaiTfi

miSZi\RC}l M[0 OEGl^IWATIQH ;

STATUS OF rniVATE LANDS:

PROIECTIOK AND Mi«}ER SEiWICE;

COHCESSIOriERS:

FOIIEST FIRE COiriP^OL:

Preliminary Gurvey of frost

dtixiage to pari: viadc by Dr.

Craishcad and Dr. Ro'bcrtsoii.

Boy Scouts acquired land south of

LoiiCi Pi-^^' Key Ruad. Ccucnt plant
ruiiioi'cd plaiincd about 2 ViulcG south
of Osceola* G vilia2o tiiid a ulle
each of park.

Deer season closed \ri.th hunters
rospcctii'iti parlc "bourdary liucs.
Trespass by frogr.crs reported along
east boundaiy.

Airooat proposed for use in park by
conceasio-iors inspected.

Four fires burned 333 t'-cres, all
outside park. Cold spell worsens
fire conditions.

I

I

PLAHS, MAPS, & SURVEYS ;

rIEVJ COI'ISTRUCTXON:

UTILITIES:

COiTEIlEiJCES AID IvEETIKGS:

Survey eoiapleted on land involved in
retrial case. Some on«park tech-
nical assistance received. 8

1-i'i.rine service buiidiiifi started,
Fi; al inspection of Project lAl
r.K.xle

.

Prox)osals received to furnish
electric pov;er at Flaiiiin(-o.

Public heari-12 called by South
Florida Flood. Control Distvict
attended by Superintendent and
Engineer. Ifcetings relative to

reconstruction of Florida Route

27.

8

I
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^ ^\i-''^- reply rei'er to;

UiilTED STATES ^i\2C>23

DEPAi^vT^EWT OF HIE IilllDRIOR

MTIOiW\L PAl^ SERVICE

SUPERINTfii'lDEI'IT' S MOI'IHILY IIARRATIVE HEPOJ^T

FOR
EVERGLADES IJATIOiJ/vL PARK

January 195^

General

Vfegthor Conditioiis ; A cold i'ront. the U. S. Vfeather Bureau

reiJortiiiG it to be the lon{;,eiit one (lO dayo) since their records oesan

in 1891, settled ovur couth Floi'ida includinii Eyereladcs national Park,

Ihe Royal Pali:i DistricL recorded nine days with teuperatures i+0 dcGrees
or 3.ouer duriiif;^ this period of unf;worable v;eather. Coujoled v;ith le-

ducod visitation durini^; this period, ti\e i..ost i.iarUed effect of the cold
spell iras increased fire danger due to brovniiiiG oi" vejotation throughout
the ^.ladoG and to b\irniii[i oi' foi'est and fields aur.i."ouudia{j tot.iato lands

in order to proviue a SLiof^ for protectin^^i that valuable crop. EstiL-ates

as io loss suffered by the fai'iiiei's of Dado County ranije froi.i V2, 000, 000
to -i.lO,000,0OQ.

Rcadiiicss fro;.i stations foixov::

Royal PalLi Station

Tamiai.ii Station

Florida Bay Station

Coot ]jay S textion

J'ux. Tevp :

;

lean Max ;Min. Tei ip:Mean i'Jin:Pi ecipitation:

01" 7':. 3" 320 ^:-7.l" : 0.)i3" :

as^' 7 J. 2° 33^ ii.a.2" ! 1.29" i

Go^ 72.3^ i ii-3° 56.0^ ! 0.3V' 1

81^ (1l£' • 37'^ Jii).lo_\ _
0.52" :

Increase in Ti'avel ; fhc ;.;rentest nuhiber (35,270) of persons
to visit tlie par): in any one iionth since the park's inception occurred
duvinf, Januai-y in spite of the cold weatlier. Visitation this Luonth in-
creased 'i.2V' over J.'uiuary IJ'^'j and 77.1/' over last rjonth. I-bst of the
travel occurred after the cold spoil. All states v/ere represented as
v/ere Puerto Wico, 6 Canadiuii prov.Lnces, and tv;o foi'ei.pi countries.

lTn.s increase is particularly sicnificaiit i i viev/ of the
i/idcly publicized closing of the road to Flamingo \;hieh eliminated spoi'ts
fishinc; oiri. ol" Cape Sable ai-.d because park fi{;ures a^'c aluays on the coii-

servative side.
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visitors ;

'Jlie President of the United S bates. , . . (f3.cvf over)
Supcilntendcnt and l^irs. Clyde King, ifound City Gi'oup mtional

Ifonuwent, Ohio
Sara GritiiGG, ornitholOGist and photographer of Jacksonville
Dean Aitaadon, ornithoioniiGt, /u-,i,crican Museum of Waturo.l History
Dr. ariid 14^8. Wells Ik;,ur.i of 0:'csan, on invitation of Bccrc'Lary ^icKay

Marlon Perkins, Director of Lincoln Park Zoo and TV proG^aras

Special Activities ; Dean Stout and Edward Peetz of EODC
\;erc in the park making on the gi-ound studies of proposed road alignment
X 1-01:1 Concrete Bridge (end of Project 1A6) to the park enti'ance and re-

lated plans, /vlhcrt S. ])urns, Regional ProGrariis and Plans Control
Officer, spent a week in the park ciiving assistance on P.C.P. Ross
Sweeny, engineer froT". EODC \.'as in for inspection of \.'orl;s projects and
a trip to Fort Jefferson National ibnument vritli tiie Assisui/it Svipcrin-

tcndent.

Oil Situation ; State; Groologist Hcrriian Gunter reported that
the Poi-ty IJile Bend oil field in Dade County had been scratched off the
list of producing fields and v.'ells wore all plug{:;ed. '.diis was tlie

"vast" oil discovery that laised siAch hoh with ''cao park a year or so
ago and sent Acting Governor Qiarlcy Johns scui'ryiig to "ouy stock as
an evidence of his interest in tlie i,iatter»

Hui:ible Oil and Refining Co., largest operator in I'Morida

who brought in the Sunniland field (^,3-'-3>931 barrels since 19^1-3 )> ^^ere

slov;iiig Co\m and had iriade a secon.d reduction in force at their llallaiiasGee

office ill one year. Di'. Gu.nter said Gulf Oil Corp. is also cutting down
its Florida operations.

ahc total production of tiie Forty Mile i3end field was 11,209
barrels vrhich did not even pay (hM.lling costs.

Too bad

I

Adninistraticn

Personnel ; Dr, VJiilioin 3. Robertson, Jr., entered on duty
as biologist (temijorary appointment) effective January 3> ^93^'^*

John L« Scudd<:r \n:.r, n^-Vea tcapordry appointiJC-it aa laborer
not. -to c::cecd 6 i.iontht; effective January li, 1956.

Lcroy F. Orme's WAE appointment as laborer T/as terriinated
January l^i- and in lieu thereof he v;as given a temporai-y appointiiicnt
effective January 15

.

Robert IT. PcrLins, Jr., seasonal ranger, received a peniianent
appointiacnt at Carlsbad Caverns raticial Park as Tour Ijoader, effective
January 15.
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Eraest J, Borginan received a promotion and was tranGferred

from Shcna/idoali liational Park to Evcrsladcs ifetional Park effective

January 1. He is sty-tioncd at FlaminGo.

i'fe.rvia C. HerDhcy oivcu teii^orary appointment as Fire Control

Aid cifcctive January 21.

A.i."bcrt A, Aycrs vras reassigned from Park ixan^cr to Fire

Cc >trol Aid (Seasonal) effective January 29.

EdiMund J, Bucknall vras reassicned frorii Pai^k Ranger to Fire

Conti'ol /vid (Seasonal) effective January 29

»

Position ilo. 21, Personnel Assistant, GS-201-6, vras established

in lieu of Administrative Md on Javmary lO.

Assistant Superiate-ident Fry and Administrative Officer Hcatoa

attended tlic Federal Personnel Council I'batin{i in Miami on January 10.

Coox^e^.'ative Activities

Boundary iidjus tment

s

; Superintendent Beard, "irent to VJashington

January i6--19 to pai-ticipate in a conference at the Director's Office.

Tile conference iras called because Attorney General Richard Ervin and
EiiGl^^-<-!cr Fred Llliott, represcntino the Ti'ustees of the Interiial Ii;iprovc-

ment Fund of Florida, \;ished to present the Service vitii a plan for
completion of Everglades liational Park boundaries. Aotending the con-
ference ^:ere: Director \/irth and members of his staff; Regional Director
Co:: uith Regio^ial Cliief of Opevaoions Strattonj Ervin, Elliott, and party,
including State Senator Ilebletc oT Monroe County, Senator Spessard Holland,
Consx'essiiian Dante B. Fasce3.1, and representatives of Senator Smathcrs and
Congressman ilaley.

'she State delegation proposed boundary resti'ictions to form
a "corridor" coniiecting the Collier grant area v/itli the Lostiiian's River
bou;idary (park boundary prior to Secretary Order of 195^'-) • l^^^y sug-
gested that any lands or submerged lands that are not vitally needed
fo:</ the park be released to the State. Ihey further suggested that no
additions be made to the e:dstir:g park to "agricultural" lands,

Tlie Superintendent had separate conferences \7itii Senator
Holian.d and Senator Smathers on this subject. V/itli Assistant Director
Allen, Cliief of Cooperative Activities J3en liiompson, Leo Diederich, and
otliers, tlie Superintendent met later \ii'ch Attorney General Ei'vin and his
pai.-ty to reach a formula on the so-Ci?J.lcd "Hole-in- the-Donut" lands,
part of vriiich are being cultivated.

Total results appeared ..o be tiiat a reasonable solution of
boundary disputes seems attainable. Ihe Direcoor planned to \n.^ite

Attorney General I/rvin so that that official could present whatever
p:oopositiori might be made to the '.IVustees of the Intei'iial Improvement
Fund.
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CoopciL-tion uith O'chcr Fcdoral; SLace o-- LoccJ. agencies;

Hic ainiwcl inspection of chai"toi'boa.te Ixi-sud. at Coot Bti^y i-ad FiiUfiiaco \/as

made by C(;mrar.ndei"j Sciweiidor end Boothby of the U. 3, Coast Guu-rd on
Jaiiuary il, the Chief Rcn^jcr and District Ranker aGcioti.113.

an Jciiuary 31 the Cliicf Rana-cr co.itcctcd ^l-, DoMe.lto of the

OpeiT.tiop.s DiviaiOii of the Coaat Guai-d \7i ch respccx. to a proposed
iieri;oiaiidm'\ of UnderstLxnuiii^ witli "that organization i-elatiirj to aids to

iiiivi:^,ation needed in the park, Mvice vras received thr.t the Coast Guard
Coi::aiiar\d:mt hc.\d authorised the District Commtindei' to proceed with an agrcc-

xnQxr'L \:ich tile park superinLci'de/it, i-.otin^i, however, tliat it vras the

Coast Guard's responsibility to construct and taaini^xin all aids to navi-

Satioii i-. inland v/aters includin^^ tuose \dthin Vftiitcuatcr ik:;y. A mcetin^x

boU^eer; the Coast ^uirrd and P;ii'l: Gt;:.ff is planned in the near futuj:'c«

Park protection person--.el participated ±a a Giound Observer
Corps exercise on January 8. Coiiino.neini'S Febi'uary 1, operation "Sky^/atch"

went iiito effect, park personnel prj;'ticipatin.(5 daily in tliis GOC exercise.
Serj^eanLs V.'iiliaias and ShiiJiian, ^67th Ground Observer Sc^uadron, Detacliraent

8, of Mlavn.i \;ere in the par^,: offioc. iA;ice durinc'j the laontii, seeking our
cooperation oa operation *'Sky\/atcli" :.iid pointing out tlio importance of
the ijarl: posts, particularly the fi -e tower lookouts, to \he over-all.

observer systen in souLh Florida.

Ranger personneJ. in the Ga.pe Sable District vrorked closely
with officers of Uie Florida Salt l.'ater Fisheries Division \/ho continued
their wor . along tlie Gulf Coast i\nd. Florida iiiy enforcing tlie closed
nuliet scasoi; until its reopening on Janua>-y i^l,

l-ir, Stiuiley Leach of the Liurface Water Uranch, U, S. Geological
Survey, acconipanied District Ranger Winte to v/ater gauging stations P-33
aid P-35 t-o check and service those stations.

Flox'ida Wildlife Officei- Toui Shirley accoiTpajiied District
Ranger Witrce on tvro airboat patrols along tJie east bou/xlr.ry of the park
in oi'dei' to .i.'.j.rnilj.a:fize the s-aite officer vricii the land adjaccmt to the
perk aiid the use of this outside area by froggers and iiunters.

Interpretive Activities and Dcveiopiictts

Interpretive Facilities ; Another Ccjipfire lagiited. Ox; the
evo'iing c;f January 11, anotiier iJational Pai-k Sei'Vice caivipfire was lighted,
A.ltiiough it was a loiig diGauit;e frovi the plac;; i;hero Coi'nclious Hedges
warmed ais shanks

, (and ;;. loiig tivae latei- too) "the ov<:nts \7ero in
se;iuence. B^^rron Collier of ?.vorgi.r,dcs City v;ho, vdth his late brothc--
Miles CoJlicr, had donated some 35,000 acres for xivergladcs rlational
Pai'k; lighted a cj'jnpfirc at a tcrmoi-ary a.iphithcater he had constructed
facing -iiie pain-fringed Earx-on R.ivci' in. Kverglades City,
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Alttou-h it vras fvacztici =oli that nlGlit,, a.2 litillc cc^reno.iy

GC vrvo lus uaxrath. j^^ ^'^^f?/'^^;,;^ .. tar Gctemv." Five naturalist taikG^^ S%^;S^rV:^iS"cimc^t^s Lia up U.C .uidoa .out trip

I: tcnprctivc Ucrvicc3 : Continued cold weather ^^^^^ ^-^^^"^

tuf. vGol-s IT January decK^lI3;n:ttendance at naturalise acoxvioie..

? ..;^i V tlie cold reduced visiavtiOii to the park and very seriously

lowt^^"^Atcmdc>-?c af both and evening pro-rai^s. iJevei-ohcless,

^ - ,-^r^ '.Cll -...J -V:...-^ «^-.^•!•.l /-.-l-O TTCil-'l-i IT.I.nrtf^ Sll*.

Prograi i

Guided VJalk into Gumbo Litnbo

11:00 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

Special

IVilks

2:15 p. ill. Talk on Par]^>

Sycciiii

KiQht Fli{iht

Evciins Talks
Idght P:rov7l

Everciade s C .inpi'ir

e

Sijccial Coi:i.uacte

Tclk at Ft. Lauderdale

ifo. of P:.'o^rcJiK Attendance

30 612

31 880

32 1,050
1 230

30 1,772
J. 230

31 1,110
26 613
k 159
5 286

501
22l{-

Attendance
/i-^iiiii^a ..I'ail Bourdv;all\

Royal Palci Station
Guiiibo Liwbo iJature Trail
Cypress Head >3oardv;alL

32,309
29,303
17,902
12,300

riesearch and QbGcrvation; Dr. Frank Craiglie.'id, Co.Llabor.ator,

and Q-j, Wil.i.ic.ia Robe teiiTJOj.^ary bioio;jlGt, ruade a prclirdiiary survey
of xroat dvj:a!sc to the park. They reiidered a special report upon it v/hich

mo^ be briexcd as follous:

1. Fi'ost damaged at least 50 species of native plaxits.

2. Daiiiage v/as severe only in lo\7 lyinc areas,
3. No appreciab.I.e frost-caused fire: ha7^ard in pineiand, closed

upland hanmocks o.v oi-ee islands i:a ^^lades althougli rriarkcd

leaf fall caused littej.-.
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h, DojRiiiije ttirowciiou'o perk evident to hurbacoouo plo.ntn in

Daryhcs and prciries which probably iaci-caocd i'irc hazivrd

in {^ladec and coaati.^i ju'aii^icG.

5. Some v/oody piantc in {-jladca badly hit, such as cocoplvj.i,

buctou\;oQd, gi.'.ava, e^id xjriinrotJc willow,

Ciibhbort Lake- Rookery iaid East River Rookery vrcrc bo-fch in

trouble beoausc of Ihc cold spel.l axid had either failed to -..'orvi or were

abandoned,

1\!0 raiinatocs were found dead, with all evidence: iiidicatins the

cold \7eatl1er had dor\c it. A snoir cpoce and Gonc blue G^:GGe \7erG uecn

in the pai'k. Hack Gkiiimei's put in an appearance at Roycul Pain, In

are;:-G, there v/as coiiuiderabJ.e mortality i^iaonci fish (water tetiipcraturcG

were unofficially Get at 59^^), tore vrhitc pelicans were seen in the

l)ark the:'', ever before.

Generally, I'oceatc cpoonbillB survived the cold cpell because
youn^-of-the-year mqto feathered out. It looks like tlie best year yet
for the "pi:^:;5."

Operations

Status of Private Lands ; Reports received indicate ttiat the

Boy Scouts have acuuirod 235 acres south of the Loiiix, Pine Key Road (H. 37*
T. 5O, Sec. 17) for a futui-e caiipsite, 'ihe site ic appro:dLriaL.ely one-half
mile east of Lon^j Pine Key lookoirL.

It is also reliabl,/ reported -IJtiat a cement plant will be con-
structed, probabl;^' in T, Ij'i- S,, R, 37 !'•; <'-.bout 2 niics souui of V/illiam

McKiniey Osceola's villafje r,nd a u5J.a or so east of the park line.

Protection and Ranker Service ; Hie deer seanon cloGed on
January o vrith hunters respect! 5^ the ptu'k bouiidaries. 'j&irec air patrols
were i.iade during tlie season to discourage possible poaching and to note
evidences of trespass if present, ilssis'uant Chief Ranker McDoi;cll, serving
as air scout, observed ao violations. Reports from ii)forK»antn and outside
GOUT'ces also './ere favorable, 'JChc tent used by park personnel as liviiig

quartei'S during the huntin^i season is to rciiUiin in x;lace for several ucre
weeks as a possible base in the event of forest fii'C a.id for subscciuent
pati'ols into the park by othei" tiio^a airboat.

District Ranger Winte rcx)ortod trespass by froggcrs a.lojig "the

east boundai-y of the park, il.i.ght patrols are being r;i?,de oy diiJtrict
personiiel in ;:n attempt to apprehcsid froggers cntei'ing 'Uie park, i/intc

notes, hovrcvcr, that there .has been far less trespass of tiiis type duilng
this ycr.r than during previous on.c;s, A notable i?;2proverlent is apparent
by hunters and froggers in their respect of park boundaries.
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District Ranger Mrazck Dpciit considcrcble tiiie contactinQ
rrto-'ie crabbers vhon he reports r.rc fi^jhtiii^i ojaon^ thcr.5clvcB bccu-uue

trup xicidr, overlap £ind crabo r.re bciriG pilfered from one ..uiother'r>

traps

.

R;ii-2;cr personnel corcerncti. vatli coo.^.oi'cial fishinc; net vith
the Superintendent and Chief J^ar.^cr on January h. It \/r\G a^ji-eed tJiat

the n'oiituG Luo would coiitinue for the present with the i)03uiblc c::cep-

tion of stone crabbinc. Ihe latter is bciiis studied \riai the uiou^ht
that :;e2ulatxonc laay be needed lo control the situation durinf^ subsequent
sej.'.GonG.

Concessloners ; A txrin engine airboat proposed foi- use in the

park by Evei\';ladeG Park Co, for siciht-secinG purposes \r.iQ inspected by
Assxsuap.t Cliief R-ai^or McDowcill o.nd Concessioner V7. T, Rose, llic boat
to hold 50 people v;as not co.isidered too practicable.

Fo-i;'est Fire Control; 'ihere v/ere four (three debris-bur lin^

and one sLioI'er) fires O.uring .hmuar^'-, biirninij a to'tal of 3^3 c,cres out-

side the park and none within, A non-Gtatisi>ical :Vire of incendiary
ori:::;in. burned 428 acres outside of the pai'k protection j'.onc, park forces
cooper:.',tiHo in its supjjrcssion at the request of pc^rsound. from the Kavy
Pi'tipinc Station i;hich \to.z thrcate;ied.

A lov.'crinc of tlie x.'ater table, frost dty-aco to ve^etotion, and
a minirrayu of precipitation continued to riake forest fire conditions
critical. (See also Research and Observation .) As a result of the cold
Si)oll frost dai-ia^e to herbaceous plants in tiuirsh and pra.'.rie veGO"fcatio:i.

types was present virtually -blirouclioiit the park. Scd^jes doiduatinG tlie

sloUi'jh rUiiG and lower spots in the [jlades were coirijlctely brovra, resultins
in a considerable fuel supply in areas that ordinarily are less burnable
chan sa\r ^rass.

An allotment of yi,000 in forestry and fire control iXinds

was received frou the ResiOii Oiie Office, providing funds to ei.iploy an
additioxiai fire control aid durinij the current critical period.

Three plugs v/ere placed ac strategic locations in the canal
par;:-lJ.eiinc the Seven Mile Road jn order to peiTiit c.sy crossing by
ecjuipiiient in tlie event of i.'ires, la the seven Miles there are nov five
ci'ossiii^s i.iarl:ed by posts haviiiG 'od reflc:ctorG and nuviibered 1 to 5
for easy identification in the ever^.t of coergency.
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Derjj^;^/! and Construction

VliuiG, fepa v.nd Sui-veys : Pruitt c-:id Noli, deputy State

auj.ve;yr, i-oturacd o.i Junuary 3 to coriTpictc a GUi-vey tiicy had started

in co:.jvuicti(5n with the cotab?.ishin:; of land li)iea i.i Towo.r>hipu 59

r.iid 60 S,, R. 35 E. TdG c.TQC. .i.G in connection \rith tlio retricl of

a condcuriution hearing in Federal Court for ectabliishinG c. value on

tJ.ic j.;.v.'.'.fln tc.!:cri, 'ilie uurvcy \rv,v, coriipieted in two days.

Ihe revised Tent C.-^.rp Layout Plan cuid the Picric Area Layout

Pia >. at i^'3.aLiinfi;o x;e:re received fiom EODC and approved, peri.iittine; in-

clusion oi' voad Goanti'uctiO'. under P/^ojcct 1A2-6a1.

Plan; studioiJ for T;y^pical iloadside Pull-of :':'s and DlagraLTmatic

Out.i.iiie and Grading of J3oi'j.x;u Pit Ponds have been prepared a:id forvnu''de<i

to EODC li'or i'evie\/ and coj.iii'£nt.

Work hi:'»s been continued in coriipilation of detailed data to be

furiishod in oPECIi-EiJ "A" of COI-iPREIMISIVE PR0GiW4—MiysiOil 06.

On.-parl: tocrmical assistance has beci: :.'e/\dorad by I4,^osrs.

Albert S. Burns, Resional Project Control Officer; J. Der^i 3tout, Park
Lctndscapo Architect, Clilcf Hocxls Ciid Trails Division, EODC; Ed 3. Pect^i,

Park L::^idccape /vrchitect, KODC; and i\oiiz L. Sv/eeny, Ch.i.ef, E-iQincerlnc
General 8cctio:i, EODC,

itew Construction ; Qlio cunccssioncr's luij.-inc scin/'ice bulldin^^
vras stai'tcd on Jajiuary 7 ^!"'-cl concrete piles, concrete Gx-ade bccj.is, rousli
pluriibinjs, electrical conduit, fillinc "-nd -Uu.ipin^';, :uid coiicrcte floors
in 'toileus and ice room all cournlutcd* Concrete blocks arc on tiio job
ready for vrall construction. Ic is rather difficult to establish a
cotaplction date due to tlie lack of dj'av^ings and knouledcjo on potiiblc

water :uid pov/er.

For t]ie b.alance of x-eport on nevr construction sec Forms 10-771
and 10-??k, attr,ched.

Ihe fimil inspection of Project lAl with Brincon Construction
Co, for di'cdjjinc p^d stc:)ckpiiinf, oolite at Flardncio was hicjda January 11
by F. V/. Cron and Gas to: 1. Gates of the Bureau of I\iblic Roads, Encincei-
Siienkor :inO. /ussistant Superintendent Fry of the Evei{i.U-xlus llational Paric,

an.d Capt^iin. F. '//. Hendry a;-d Carl Carter, repreGentin.t"; the contractt^r.

Utilities ; Proposals as to furnishing pox/cr at ^''larajJGO

Developed ki-oa were received frori Lo\/ry Electric Co. .-.uid frcoi Vx* Plato
Cox an.d transTidttcd to tlie Dii'cctor's Office, Flox'ida PoytT CAiti Ljj^t
Co. proposal has 'lot been received an yet.
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ConfcrcitcGs and Ivbeoings : Ihe Superintende:at and En^^incer

atteiidcd a. pu'l:)lic hcciriixj on Jriar.n.iy 20 called by the ^>outh Florida
FJ.ood Co-itrc)l District -at the Dade Couiity Court Hourc. Present v;ere

ropreucntativen of Diide Coiuity En^i leeriiiti Office, U, S. Ei:(-;inccrs,

U, a. Geological Survey men, L(?.iido\mcrs AcGociation aid their Icj^al

and engij eeriao consultantc. 'Hie purpoce of the lioarin;^ v/ac to asccr'tain

tlie objectioiiG to obtaijii^.i"; a:i authorization, prior to request for fundfi,

for pv.iipinfi stations to oc Ljrcc-ied on L-31 Icvce. '.die landomiero ob-
jected sorenuouciy to the contemplated plan of duvTpir\2 cxcesG water on
their lando during the pcilod of excessive rainfall. Inasiauch as the
ijioei/iii.^ vixn to cover only tlie request for authorization, the landowners
ac^reed to rcinove their objections on receipt of an assurance froo the
U. G. En.ilncers that "cliey will inc3.ude consideration of private land-
o'lriers in their engineerin.^5 study ai; to the locatio;: of •tiic pui'jpin^j

stations. Ilic park's poJitioi: vc,o briefly s-tated ar. to concern as to
tile location of the pui.;pinG s-avbio-is and recjuestcd rcYiQM when study
and plans are vrell defined.

J4:etin(5 iTith Messrs. \\ T. Rose and Robert ICnight of Everglades
Pari; Co. and park personnel to revie\7 constructioJi drav/in^s of the
riiariiie service building reou.ltcd in approval of sa^ie J;;.nuary ik.

Park personnel r-ioi; scivei-al tines irl'di l)ixa; Couuty Co;:-, lissioners
anxL Sti-.oO Rorxl Departmcit o.i.'il-.C'eL''s rielative to rccoiistruction of Fj.oj.'ida

Route r2Y to tlie park or. l-.'.vnice . '.Lhe Stc^ix; all(;cate(i iu25O,00O fo}- this
p.voj.;Cu to be used or oblib:xt;;d 'ix;fyro July 1. iXieii hi; ^;cd upoii over-all
£>ide Couiity tj-afi'ic stu.dics. It \n Jti reiidily re cor.';.lized Lhat the pa/.'k's

interest i:mst bo jjrotected .n^.d woi'Iied into these r.'apidly maturing plans.
i<tea:'Waile, as a spuv.' to tJie tr-.-afiMc studies, I-ilani. ho.s h.-.'/l its first
real tj-afilc jaa,:G in. January' . IL appears likelj^ chat Roirco 2? \;il.i. be
reco;''.3tructcd foUotrln;; prac\.ic.ai3,y pv'eaenL 1:1. les, C;cj.ifervn:.oes are con-
ti-iui."'; o'l, i'^*

r:><-.:^'/fyf^,..J'
Daniel B. .Beard

yuperl:iteixiei\t
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[jOtW diTa.ci! i^JailA

Swiamm-y of the Fobruc.'j^y 19^6 iionthly iiarj.c.tlve Report
xor

EVERGL/^JDE3 ilATIOKAL P.'^J^JC

Vffii'vTIIER;

TRAVEL:

VISIIOHS;

PER50HF.L:

COOPCR/vTIOiJ v;iTIl OTHa; AGEiiCIEC:

IIirEl^EICTIVS 3E]^VICES:

GEilERAL PUBLICITY:

PUBLIC l^L/iTIOI'IS:

IffiiiJ^iRCH Ai'JD OBSERVATION:

Pace
Bunny days xritli pleasant
teiiipcriiturcG . Cont:Umed drouciht.

31,231 visitors at -gcAi for noatli,

'-joat visitation also iiicreased. 1

February brought xxmy valuable
fi lends to 'the park. 1

2i:: personnel actions tjj.Lcn,

Federal Personnel Council riiectins

attended. 2

J'ieetinf; \7ith Coast Guaixl to discuss
aids to navi^'^ation. Assistance
fiiven to Iloi.icstead Air Force Base
to locate survival tx'aininc site.
Personnel participatin,;^ in daily
Opei'ation "Skyxratch" for Ground
Obccrver Corps. 2

Overi.'orked naturalist staff i.iadc

91., 189 i:itei-X)retivu contacts. 2

Excellent feature article on park
and Ranger Baiiiie Parker in
Sports Illustrated , 3

Luncheon atte?ided for opening of
Everglades City boat tiips. Public
hcarinirj held on flood control plan.
IhetinQ v/ith representotivcs of
iiiccosukce Seminole Nation and -their

attorneys. Helped foru Redlands
Audubon Socict;y for lioraestead area. 3

Best roseate spoonbill year so far.

Er-ct iUver rooker rcforr.dns after
disastrous Januaiy freeze. Lack of
sMall fish and orsanisiiis brin^js at-
oeiipty by birds to sno.llei' bigccr
fish than thciiisclves (aii.iost). 4

I
?
f
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IiATUR/\L lilGTORY ASGOCIATIOll:

PRO'-ffiCTIOlI AlID IIAIIGER SERVICJC:

MlilTliJilAiiCE:

Fli^^S PROTECTION:

PLAiJS, I-iAPG, Aim SURVEYS:

riEH COlISTRUCTIOil:

coifjfaiii;KC]^Ai>jD 2'JEetikgsj

Records sales riicdc in month.
Election of uqm cheaiTTan and
treasurer.

Pago

k

Eleven areas closed to protect
alligatorD during vulnei-ablc

ceacjon. Rangerc roccued "blood

poisoning victiui, Recklccs drivin^^

by contractors; ' employees cracked
do\m on, ilisht patrols uude to

investisate report oi' stop nettinQ,
Patrol Milcaee lh,J22. ^

Shop operations behind schedule
because of hei(;ilit of season
demands. '

Three fires burning to'bal of 660
acres all outside die park. Allot-
ment received for on additional
fire control aid. Critical fire
conditions bccominr, '*e:.;plosive»" !

Boundary surveys ijiade. Tira layout
plans prepared by EODC approved,
Pieliiiiinary sui'veys of road 1A6
northward conrpletcd,

ihiine Service Building at Flamingo
1 moving ahead,

ijeeting on revievr of final estiriatos
of material on Contract l^.i-lO-lll-'i-S.

k3.
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L'l reply refer to:

UI-ITED STATiJlS A2623
DEPMTi-EIIT OF 'HIE IHTERIOR

iIATIOil;\L PARK SEiWICE
EVERGLADES i'lATIOilAL PAi^K

"

P. 0, BOX 275
HOi-ES^a'i'i/vD, FLORIDA

SUPERIIiTEIiPEIlT' S MOIMILY II/^mTIVE REPORT
FOR

EVBRGLADEo I-IATIOHAL PAI^
February 195*3

;Max. Tei;ip: IJer-n I'lux; tiin. Torap: i-iean Ilin! RaiiTiall:

: 870 \ 80.70 i\ h29 : 56.5° J. 0.95" 1

: 850 : So.ifO iI 51° : 59.^:-° :.
1.22" :

: 88° ! u0.2o J
ii6o : 58.20 ,\ 0.58" 1

: 830 i 7>4°
,

"

\ 57° : 67.7° !\
0.7V' !

Gencr-al

VJcL'.ther Conditions : Ideal vrcather prevailed for park visitation,

sunny days \;ith pleasant temperatures. Park precipitation of .87 inches

\7as considerably belovf the February mean of 1.6^1 inches, continuing the

current drought—a raarl:Gd contrast to tlie conrparative deiuge of 5«70 inches

occurring in February 19^1-1. Rcadiiigs froia sti.vbions follow:

Royal PaLM Station

Coot Day Station

Tariiiajni Station

Florida Bt?>y Station

Increase in Travel ; A total of 31>231 persons visited tlic park
during the r.iontli, an increase of 2.2,; over FcVoruary 1955* Visitors by
boat to Los'ciiian's River and to Florida Bay via the Keys iiici'eased approxi-
mately ir^J over tlie corresponding laonth a year ago, /Q,i ;-3 bates were repre-
sented in addition to 7 Canadian provinces and \ foic^ign countries.

Visitors : Adi'iii-al and i'ii's, Je\/ell

Ilr. and Mrs. Raynor S, Judd of Fosters, Michigcui (longtime
friend of Secretary of the Treasury Iluirphrey)

Ilr. and i-Ji's. Jaracs liarshali of ifew York City (Lir. Ife.rshall is
a member of the Council of t/ie IvlldcrnuGs Society)

i-ir. John Ba]?er, President, National Audubon Society
i-ir, and Mrs. D^avid Canfield, Chief of Opci-ations, Region Three,

national Pcj:*).: Service
Mi', and Mrs, Franlc Ihsland of Carlisle, Pennsylvania
i-ii". and Mrs, Franlv E. Gunnel, cinciiiatographer of Nov; York

Adninis tration

as follou:
Personnel: Personnel actJ.ons for -the mon-th of February I956 trcre

EVERGL;\DES imTIOr.'/vL P/^RK - Page One





John G, Scuddcr \7as Given a teinporary appoin 'aneno as Tire

control aid effective Pcbrv\ary 12. 'iMc action tcriiiinated his tcriiporary

appointiiient as laborer,

Robert V/, Topp iras i^ivcn a teciporary appointn.ont as fire con-

trol aid effective Febrviory 12.

Ralph E. I-iiele was reasaicned frow fire control aid (dispatcher-

seasonal) to supervisory fire control aid (perraanent),

Deane 11. Shilts ti-ansfcrrcd to Blue Ridse Parkway as Park

i^iC<^r, GS-5, effective February 19.

I-bntroy D. Taylor vras reassigned from Adioinisti-ative Aid to

Personnel Assistant effective February 26.

Joseph B. Bryant uas rca3si£pied from park rangier to ranger-

naturalist effective February 26*

Personnel Assistant 'i^ylor and Aosistant 3uperi itendent Fiy
attended the Federal Personnel Council meeting in iiiaLii on February ik,

Coopex-ativc Activities

Cooperation with Other Federal, State oi' Local /<^encies ; ©le

Superintendent and Chiei Uajif^'er h'.QC with bap'toln De liartino of the Seventh
Coast Guard District and mev.ibers of the staff in charge of Aids •co Navi-
gation on February 21 to discuss tiic installation of i"cq.uired aids in
park waters. At the meeting, tiic (x^iestion of jurisdiction was raised
v;ith respect -oo the responsibility of each agency in the establisliment
and maiiitenance of the aids in 'die park* As the r.iatter could not be re-
solved locally, it was referred by the Superintendent to the Director.

Assistance v;as given iiaster Sergeant Kohl of the Liurvival
'i'rainii'i.g Unit, iloLiestead Air Force IJasc, by District Ro,ngors V/inte and
i^Jrazek to find a suitable area outside the pai'k for survival training
by base personnel, the prograr.i to be initiated about Juno 1.

Park Protection Personnel are participating in the Ground Ob-
server Corps* Operation "Glcjrwatch" uhat \rcnt into ei'fect on a daily basis
beginning February 1.

Interpretive Activities and Develop icnts

Interpretive Services ; 'Ihe ioark interpretive staff of two
permanent naturalists and tiiree seasonal ranger-naturalists practically
knocl'cd tlicmselves out giving inteiTpi-etivc services in February. Forty-
four progri-ufis were scheduled each week. Guided wallas were made by 3,1^1
people. A general interpretive uillc (each afternoon at 2:15) v;as heard

EVERGLADES rIA'i'IOIL'\L P/uUC - Page Tt/o



(



by 2f26k visitors, Ihe evcniiiG ta3.ks at Royal Pu,lw secncd to suffer

"becausG the road frovd toirn is in such foul shape. Only 521 attended.
At Evercladcs City (see photo) evening talks tv;ice a \tcqI. onlyjdreT/

782 persons. Ihc ever popular ni^lit prowls once a ucck ^:erc attended
by 197 hardy visitors. laglit flights at Anhin^a 'iVail were not too

Sood aloliouc^'i 1,226 people sheared irp for tiie lectures, i^l in all,

includinji Uiimanned interpretive stations and several talks outside the
park, >i,l89 interpretive contacts \rcre reported.

General Publicity ; A feature article ^rLth excellent color
pictures uas in the February 20 issue of Sports Illustrated v,iagazine.

It was about Ranger Bciime Parker, well-deserved recognition for an
outstandiiiG job being done in tlic .er.iotc areas of tlie park.

Public Relations ; O.i February 29, the ouperintcndent and
Assis'tant Superintendent vrcnt to Everglades City c.s guests of Bari'on

Collier to assist in preparing tlie v/ay for' guided boat trips. A luncheon
meeting \TaG attended by nci/spaper -reporters and editors froKi both the

east and ircst coasts of Florida and i'eprc:sentatives of Trailway Bus Lines.

Later 011, a guided boat trip took the group over the i-oute to be activated
iiarch 1. Ihe object, of course, was to gain the cooperation aiid under-
st3,nding of key people in the so-called "Western Water Gatei/ay" and the
pi'Oposals before tlie State on coiiipletion of park boundaries.

llie Superintendent j?articipated in a public hearing on Febru-
ary 20 relative to the flood conti-ol plan for Dade County. Engineer
Shenlier was v/ith him. It v;as held at Dade County Auditorium by the
Coi.iiidssioners of tlie Central and Southern Florida Flood Control District,
led by Chairman Co:^ and the Corps of Engineers, led by Lt. General Charles
Holley. Ihe Superintendent e;qpresscd the Seivice's desires in general
in relation to the flood control prograra for the first time at a large
public 'meeting on the subject.

Jirujiie Billic, Jusiior liedicine iJan and mevibcr of the General
Council of the iiiccosukce Seninoie IJation .conferred wit)i the Superintendent
on relations bet'.reen the Seninoles and the park. In attendance also were
interpreter's Buffalo Tiger and DilXic Doctor and couiiscls for the General
Council, iiorton Silver and George liiller, The position of the Service on
hunting in the pari: was made clear and accepted. Also, the Service's
position was clarified on the attorneys' hope to ,'jain support for re-
iiiibursing Serainoles for alleged treaty violations uiroughout southern
Floi'ida. It i/as a matter for sonjeone else to support and to settle.

Hie Superintendent and the IJaturalist pai'ticipated in the
fornation of a Redlands Audubon Society for the Honestead area, assisting
lirs. IJugene Snith ( former president of the Floridii Garden Clubs) at the
raoetin^j, ihc Superintendent was uade a director of Uie society.

}i;VERGLADES liATIOHAL P/ulK - Page Three
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Rosecrch ixivx Obseryatiou : Recults of the annur-1 roseate
siioon'biij. count i.aade h^j District n-oiiscr Mra,zek, Sccsoncl Ranker Bice,

and Rober't P. Allen of the i,ation;^i Auduboii oocic'cy shoi/cd continued
Golid proGrcaa, It hac been tlic best season in uoro tli;va 20 years.
Ihe nuiiibcr of ncctinc; ijairs increased 23/j and youar, reared '^1!,j, 'Ihere

i/ao a to'i^l of 211<- nests, k-GG yoimc: reared, 69 dead youiiG (inortelity

hiGhciOG in b3,ack viiLinQrove habitat uhere they oxo viiorc: e:cporied lo cold
\re^, uiGi- )

.

In the latter part of February there were signs that rookeries

nii^lit leforrn after the disasti-ous January freeze. Biro.s had (gathered

aS^iin at Kast Kiver and there uac soviic evidence of nekt consti'uction by
wood ibises L;nd Mnerican esret;>. A sinr:.ll crocodile V7as seen at "the

rookery site on several occasions,

'.die (gradual drop of Gurf:.ce water tliis yeai' uiUi rainfall
deficiency has just about spoiled tiie cho\^ at Aiihin^''- Tiail. Sriull

fishes and otliur food or^anisiis are so scarce that ludici'ous situations •

arise as birds ti-y to gobble do\r'i fishes fcir to iar^e for thoLi. Bird
concentrations reixvined hea-'/y o/c Shark-Broad head\;a"hers and north of
lUiiiit'jrai 'xVail in 17atei' Conservatioti ^-.rea lb. 3 of the Cejitval and Sou'iiiern

Florida: Flood Conti-ol Distiict.

The faraous "black loanther" of Snake Bi^^lit, repoi-ted on and
off for years by park visitors, :ras seen by tv/o ra'ciier avoazed members
of tlie luaturaliJt stafi'. 'Akyj reported it to be very definitely a dark,
cat-like aniiial with a lOii^ tail. It t;as about one-naif -tJie size of
a full i^rowi cougar axid see' is not to be a Ja5uarou;idi ;:.» "previously
suspected,

natural History Associr.tion. ; 'Hie Ilatui-al History Association
set new records for sales durii-i^^ clie iion-di. To'Uii Si;,ies of s>l, 8^1-6. 21
\;cre uurxTe iuid 1,000 of the nevrly introduced 35 ^'j'^-* slides were sold,

Tlie annaul meeting of the LVer^lades iicatural jlistory jvssoci-
ation w;!S held at Coral Giiblcs, Fck.-uary 27. Assistant Park Naturalist
David Kari-aJier was elected Cliaiman and lirs, Ida Ileaton, wife of Adi.dnis-
trative Officer [leaton, was elected iVeasurer, /it tlie annual rjicetin^
a resoJ.ution mhh passed favoring the plan of publisuinij; iJatural History
bulletins when rianuscript cM funds become avaiJ.abie.

Qpei'ations

Protection and Ran;.;ej.' u;e:.-vice ; "Operation /dlisator" was activated
by tiie park ran(5c:rs durin^j Febru;.',ry because that is the tiiie of the year
vhca tlie ':;ators ,3j.thcr at :..'iver headvfatei-s and are iuoGt vulnci-ablc to com-
mercial hide hunters, 'ihis yeai-, il is hoped that the poaching will be
stopped. One phase of "Operation ;d.i.i(jatOj:'" was to teiir(.)Ox'arily close off
and post all 11 creeks at hei^dwaters, Tliis would :ilso protect the lar^e
bird concentrations of the parl.'s so-called "Vital Zone" at its most critical
pci-ioci.. '.-.he action will help iJie enforcement \/oi'l: because it trill be a
violation foi- anyone to be in -oosted areas.

I^:"/]ilRGL/\DES iyiTIOn/'X P/J^'C - Par<e Four
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Reiaer i-^erouitz at 'chQ end oi' c, tvro-\;cck u^.l^j ia the park by

kcycJ.r x/^ci pickca up by j:an3crs on February 12 nec/x- Clccr^.r;j;oe:.^ Pass in

VHiitc^ratoi- Bc.y. Mr. %erouit7^, Gv'.jL';i;crinc; blood pedsonincj xto'ci an injured

foot, x/cii brought to Coot ii:<y and from tiicncc^ provided tranti-portation to

IIoiiK:stc:ad 'Tiierc urgent nedical aid \rv.s Given,

Ran^jers cracked doirn on cpcedinc by contrcctoi' er.roloyees T7ho

had bee.n diGi'esardinc safe driviii:'; pracciceLi, Operatord' licences v;erc

checked Uiid perconal contact r.ude uith each of the cont2'ac"ix)r's ti'uck

driVGi'sj xri'di. the result that "ohci local "hot rods" becciiiu cautious and
Ii:i5:''yiiaia Higlit.'ay v/as once uorc coiirprs.rativelj'- safe for raccoons and
ran^jcrs

,

District Rainier Liixizck v.K;.de night patrols into jilackuater and
IxDnc Sounds and to Crocodile Point to investic^ite reports of stop
nesting and to check on other x)os::iblc ilicsal activities, out no vio-
iatio}is ircro discovered.

Iho follouin(; indicates patrol wilea^e occuicring during the
1 lonth:

Motor Vehicle 9,395
Eoat 1^,006

Airplane • 320
Aii'boat Go
Glade Buggy ii-i

TotcJ. l^:,'(22

Maintenance ; Continued efforts \^ere made on tiie ooii and I>toisture

Conti'ol x^i-ograni to haul fill Material to close the iioi'th fori? of Middle Cape
Canal, So far, it has been too tiuo.dy to do much.

About ].70 small trees and shrubs v;erc raoved from the proposed
caiiipgrounds site at Fli^juingo and tran.splaiited to holdiiag bods at xhe ranger
stotion. StorLi shutters uero installed at that station also.

'ihe shop operated behind schedule during Febi'UL.ry because of
toi)-of-tlie-scason deticnds. IVo i.ien had to go to "Ciiick-Chat" to pick up
eurplus staj-:e body trucks.

Fire Protection ; '.Biere uere three fires duiing February,
bui'iiing a total of 660 acres outside the park and noiie '.dthin, T',;o of
the fires (dcibris burning) vere caused by fanners and the -fcliird (mis-
cellaneous) by a hunter. /U-so, assistance v/as given to Dade County
Fire Patrol by the L^ast Boundary patrolman on tv/o vi.ldfiros.

An allotiiient of vl,200 in Foresti-y and Fire Control funds uas
I'c^ceived from the Region One Ofi'ice, perrdtting employment of an additional
fire control aid on February 12 and another on Ib.rch 6.

rNEP.GlADElj iJA'i'XOi'JAI, P/JUC - Page Five
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Precipitation and vratcr tabic rcriiain bclo\.'' noirTiv.il, continuinij

the critical forcct firs conditions. Iliis coiitinuen to be -fchu park's
\/orst year on i'ix-o hazard, ilic 3iwVUj.tion la definitely' "c:rploiiive,"

EVERGLADES lIATIOrl/i P/vRK - Pace Six
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Design end GoaGtruction

Plans, tepG, LUid Surveys ; Ihc park staff Tay,dc boundary surveys

aloncs a portion of the "liole-in-"chc-Donut" lino on Lone ^i-^^^ ^'^^V* Surveys

of this area by Bureau of Land lianaseriicnt and the 'it-ustees of the Internal
L.iprovement Fund, soon to be recorded, indicate on-the-i';round changes of
the park bovmdary. Boundary surveys at this tii.ie \/ere nonetlieloss neces-
sary to be certain that extensive clearing for agricu.ltural purposes did
not intrude onto Govcrnvaent lands,

llie well site for tlic Flaniingo ^/ater supixly was located and its

access road styJ^ed. Draiangs are utiil to be finished,

IVo layout plans p:*c:pared by EODC vrere approved: l^'pical Boi'roir

Pit-Overlook Pai-king Ai^cas, and Seuago Disposal System for the l-Jarine Serv-

ice Building at Flamingo, Prclir.iinary suggestions v/ere in process of
developr.icnt on the pc^rk's headriuarters structure.

Coordinated 3,P,J^,-iI,i^,S, prelii.iinary surveys of the route of
the park road from 1A6 northward around Long Pin.: Key ue-j:e coiiipleted.

'ihccc surveys tried to take c.ll factors into account vx> enliunce visitor
eiqjcrience in the park.

Ijeu Construction ; 'Hie concessioners' liirine Service Building
at Flaniiigo \rv.3 iJioving ahead, r^^.i^idly, At montli's end block ualls were
up, beoj.is piiired; roof bcauc viiO. trusses uere in place, Hie excavation
for the septic tank and tile piold was completed,

(See atti^ched form 10-2^: for other construction,

)

Conferences and iioetings ; Ijeeting ^;as held at headquarters on
February 9» Pi 'Osent were George ''.., Fry, Assisto-nt Superintendent;
W, ShexiJcer, Ungineei-; James ii, Stui.ip, iiecidcnt Engineei-; and E. Cothron,
Contractor. Ihe conference covered review of final estimates of material
on Coiitract i'Jo, l^i-lO-lll-ii-S, '/uantities ^7ere agreed upon and fortied
bc^sis of final estimate and pajtrtcnt.

Several conferences were held v/ith S'/ergladcs Park Co, officials
concerning -cJie Public Service Guildiiig proposed at Flaiiiingo.

Danie]. B, Beard
Superintendent
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ôS

I

I
^"^

el

^1

I

U <vi

8 4>
o c

o
• o
• o
r4 <<

t
IN



(

it
s:

,%

..: X

I
f

r?

|U

Sf

fT.

at

>
Z

I" 'i

_.!c.

11, Ul

I

9̂

v.l

ll

I

I
CI O

X

5 O

c s
CD

5

Ui

O
a I

So
5
Ui
a



I

£ CO
O UJ

w ^
UJ

(T <

3i

z
oo

i.

UJ <

*^ H

) -

3
Z C
(£ a
O •-»

19 O
Z Z M

Z (!)

o S
<
O

)

I
5

8 8 "g

ir\

I

^
s$ Is
•^v. •"***..

^* ;«>«»

1^ 3 <t

i



t

h^

I

(

a •'«

I
£*

^ ,'»'

%i ^ «-v

I

?.

•'^ ^

8

-.J t— <^}

«- rt «>

•fa

1W—^!

lis H il

TO

0>

W

t

A.

!

i

f

1: ^

ft)

o

^ ^^

:z
|l

}

—•n -—'——J' :fi w



u, ^ cr
oc jm H
en ^ O
tn rJB z
UJ B, <
(C ^m

o 1 o
^ NK <

OB o
>. fW tr.
^J ^fl
^ rfl
f- qB (/)

^ ^ Q.

</)

* *

3
2 C

O •-)

Z CD
o S
<
o
o
_l _

t

S

c

SI

18

o

• V p

i

S r-4 • «H

45 iJ

1
O
4*

I

%

o ir»

Is
9
o

0.

i

I

K^

iP

W IS

O ITS R ON

^ •0

M
CVJ

IM

\ 4

.A

4

I

I
« CVj

I

5 l-Mf*

o

•^ O

iS 4

d
o
o
o



$

S%f •' ?•

o * V-
4?

5 I

f

] &

ir

^c<

^

I

1^-i

i5

ul
OJ.

I,

'1? -!^
ii

?, 13

III I

I

f >

!»
2

* 1

:-
ti

i

O
§

s

I! I

I,

_1™J



wBO

o
K
Ph

O
m
CO

o

o

fin

O

pq

CVJ

I

o

O

o
•H

•H
>
•H
P
a
o
•H
-p
o
•-I

fl
-p

oo

m

a

,0

xi

i
oM

CO

spe^Eo
m D 0-?

t^ o
^ ^

c^' ;-<; Ko r- o

g

O p?

=^ o
Si
Ah

4^ V<

feii»
8« v< *. •-

•I

k 2l

^

tr>u>
UMTk

^3

Mm
• • • « *

8 m i». -f^ ^

. 'Tfc Fl^ 1L ^^«

«
<**•

S H<« I3

8

4* «)



(

^ ,- ..

• i



KO

CO
EHO
w
o

o

CO

o

oH

pq

I

O

o

o
•H

•H

O
•H
+^
O
;3

^1
-p
M

Oo

•H
W

0)

0)

o

ft,

o

o

I

t—f <d
El W

4* e • o m ¥ ^

P ai c •r-»>*iw

f!<J|^ $ m BBc**

A
lilt

It Ps:|iiif||!
is .^.'Ro.i.siM.iiiP

I

3
J

t

•»

I

1

53

I I



(



I

-• ^

i3\

y-iifz
''.I.' '-0U0»*'^

«j^

i
if



i

i

A

i

\



^ ^
In reply refer to:

A2823

IVXRGLADSS KATIOHAL PARK
P. 0. BCa 275

EOmSTUD, FLGRIM

13iMSfsr^}^^t^iJiMt vv#w^U.v« ^i^- March 2, 19^6

f'
MemoranduB

Ibt Superintendent

from: Assistant Siqperintendent

Subject: Superintendent* s Monthly Narrative Report

Qeneral

Miscellaneous : Board of Survey was conducted on February 3.

Administration

Personnel ; Personnel actions for the Bonth of February 19^6
vere as follows:

Maude C. Harriott vas reassigned froia Cost Clerk to Voucher
and Payroll Clerk effective January 29 •

John S. Scudder vas given a taogporary appointment as fire
control aid effective February 12. Ihis action terminated his temporary
appointment as laborer.

Robert V. Topp vas given a t^qporary appointment as fire
control aid effective February 12«

Ralph I. Miele vas reassigned from fire control aid (dispatcher-
seasonal) to supervisory fire control aid (permanent).

Deane M. Shilts transferred to Blue Ridge Parkway as Park
Ranger, G6-5, effective February I9.

Montrey D. Ikylor vas reassigned from Administrative Aid to
Personnel Assistant effective February 26.
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Joseph 5. Bryant 'vaa reasslgoed from Park Banger to Park
Ranger-Ratiiraliet ewective February 26.

Personnel Assistant Ilaylor and Assistant Superintendent
Fry atteiKled the Federal Personnel Council meeting in Miami on
February 1^.

Vlbiu

PI George W. Fry
Afisistant Superintendent

^ .GWFry:inrb
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Summary of the Iferch 19^6 Monthly Narrative Report

for
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

Page

ITEATHER:

TRAVEL:

VISITORS:

PERSONNEL:

SAFETY Am HEALTH:

BUILDING FIRE CONIROL:

COOPERATING FEDERAL-LOCAL
AGENCIES:

COOPERATING NON-GOVERN-
MENTAL AGENCIES:

INTERPRETIVE SERVICES:

PUBLIC RELATIONS;

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATIONS:

Drought situation headed for an
alltime low. Park alert to major
conflagrations

,

1

k,Q% increase over March 1955. 1

Tills month sa\T many prominent visitors, 2

Engineer Shenker separated by death.
In-service training given on performance
rating. Federal Personnel Council
meeting attended, 2

IXro auto accidents. No personal injuries
occurred, 2

House trailer destroyed by fire. 3

This agency assisted State Highway
Patrol and Dade County Sheriff's
department in several motor accidents.
Florida State Board of Health inspected
Flamingo area and initiated study of
mosquito infestation. Base map pro-
vided Florida Forest Service. 3

Conference at Seminole Indian Village.
Key Largo businessmen's meeting, 3

Boat trips at Everglades City begun.
Total interpretive contacts for month
was 91,985. ^

Suijerintendent gave talk to Kiwanis,
Complaints on lack of overnight housing
in park mounting, 5

Alarming v/ater shortage at Anhinga
Trail, Nesting resumed at Cuthbert
and East River Rookeries, Unreported
physiographic features investigated.
Recommendations on research outline
for park and Australian pine problem
submitted by Dr, Robertson, Ihree
new birds species added to park list, 6

f

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Summary Page One
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PROTECTION:

FIRE COKTROL:

Page

Kev U, S, Commissioner appointed. 6
Rumors of alligator poaching received.
Patrol mileage for month v;as 17,^^* 7

Park personnel on alert status for
fire. Tamiami Trail fire burned
about 1,360 acres in park. 7

MAIOTENANCE;

PLANS, hlAPS MD SURVEYS:

Contract awarded for repainting
personnel quarters at Pine Island
residential section of park. 8

Preliminary plans for Visitor Services
Building approved. Sites and layout
outlines for oolite borrov^ pits for
1A6 determined. 9

NEW CONSTRUCTION: I-feirine Service Building 7O'/' complete.
Project 1A2-6A1, park road, kh^o complete.
Project IA5 of park road, 90/j complete.
Project 1A6 of park road is 0.5^/j

complete, 9

EVERGLADES MTIOWAL PARK - Simmary Page T\to
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In reply refer to;

A2823
UI^JITED STATES

DEPARTl'IENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
P. 0. BOX 275

HOi^iESTEAD, FLORIDA

SUPERII^TENDENT' S MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
March I956

General

Weather Conditions ; The drought situation has become critical.

Lake Okeechobee, the barometer" of the Everglades appears to be headed
for an alltime low according to the Central and Southern Florida Flood
Control District. 'Ihe 19^^-5 lovr (year Paradise Key burned) i/ill certainly
be passed, and there is every indication that the record drought year of

1932 will be topped before it is over.

Water levels in the park were at the lowest since this area v/as

made a national park. Food organisms supporting the park's wildlife are
disappearing. Large areas where years of fire protection have protected
from burning are ready to explode at any moment into riiajor conflagrations
fed by accumulated debris that would "normally" have burned off.

Readings for the month are as follow:

Royal Palm Station

Coot Bay Station

Tamiami Station

Florida Bay Station

Increase in Travel; A total of 33^1^5 persoxis visited the
park during I-darch, an increase of k»Q^^ over the corresponding month in
1955 and 6,ryb over February 195^. District Ranger Mrazek reports a 12^i

increase over the corresponding month a year ago in the number of boat
visitors to his district, attributing this increase to (l) inaccessibility
to Flamingo by road and (2) recent windy v;eather that forced many from
the ocean side of the Keys to the calmer v;aters of Florida Bay. Park
travel records for the month included motor vehicles from all states, five
Canadian provinces and four foreign countries.

;lylax. Temp*tHean Max .Min. Temp .Mean Min : Rainfall :

; 90° 82.2° ', 320 ', 51.20 i .ov i

! 86° ! 80.3° !
il-3°

"

50.10 : .01" ;

: 89°
'.

81.5°
'

38° i 53.20
'

', .87" I

; 85° ; 79.8° :
i+i^° 67. h° T ;

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page One
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Visitors ;

Dr. John Craighead, U. S, Fish and V/ildlife Service
Dee J. Nelson, Explorer's League, Ivbntana

Lav/rence Lermo, Border Patrol Agent, Tajnpa, Florida
Harry Yates, U. S. Vfeather Bureau Frost Warning Service,

Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Mr. and Idrs, Roy C, V/ilcox, Executive President, International

Silver Company, Meriden, Connecticut
Var, and lirs. Shomacher, Independence National Historical Park
Joseph Lippincott, publisher, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Administration

Personnel: On i'hrch 1 Ansistant Superintendent Fry took Mr. Harnes,

Position Classifier, Homestead Air Force Base, on a tour of inspection
in the park, interviewing personneJ. and looking over jobs and equipment
to assist us in arriving at the i)roper V/B and l/F grades to establish
comparative prevailing rates for Wage Board employees. Our recommendations
were submitted to the Region and T/ere approved on March I9, becoming effec-
tive mrch 25.

i4-. Carl R. Hoffmann, Jr., entered on duty as Seasonal Fire
Control Aid, effective March 7«

Mr. Howard R. Copas' indefinite appointment ^.^as converted to

career-conditional effective March 8.

Mr. Robert W. Carpenter, Seasonal Ranger-Naturalist, transferred
to the permanent position of Park i.-aturalist Trainee, GS-5, at Yosemite
National Park, effective ferch 10,

I'Ir. Charlie Ray Adside entered on duty as a laborer effective
March 12.

Mr. L. M, Powell entered on duty as a VIAE laborer at De Soto
National Memorial, Bradenton, Florida, effective ferch 19.

Personnel Assistant Taylor and Assistant Superintendent Fry
attended the Federal Pei-sonnel Council meeting in Miami on ^iarch 20.
Ihe main discussion \iaa on the "Incentive Av;ards Prograiii."

Mr. ifethan Shenker was separated by death on tiarch 25.

An in-service training session on performance ratings for all
rating and reviev/ing officials was conducted by the Assistant Superin-
tendent on !>fe,rch 29.

Safety and Health ; Ti/o auto accidents occurred in the Royal
Palm District and the contractor's trucks v/ere involved in several minor
accidents in the Cape Sable District. No personal injuries resulted.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Tv/o
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The Flamingo construction camp, including house trailers, uas

inspected by Supervisory Park Ranger Borgman, B.P.R. Engineer Gates, and

Forenian Smoak of the Wright Construction Company, Unsanitary conditions

were noted and Foreman Smoak had to have these corrected promptly.

Building Fire Control ; One of the house trailers in the

Flamingo construction camp vras destroyed by fire on March 2h, The fire

had advanced too rapidly for the trailer to be saved x;hen park protection

equipment arrived.

Cooperative Activities
Wl^ll A ! PM.IIWIIII I II I III

Cooperation with Other Federal, State or Local Agencies ; Mr.

Richard Starr of the Florida State Board of Health inspected the sanitary
setup at the Flamingo marina, especially the area around the marine service

building currently under construction and development, reporting his find-

ings 'CO the Superintendent,

A park base map, including azimuth circles of the two park towers

and Florida Forest Service tovrer at Princeton, was provided the State

lookout for purposes of better orientation for that observer.

The Florida State Board of Health initiated a study of mosquito
infestation along the north shore of Florida Bay from Je\/fish Creek to

Flamingo, the project to last most of the summer. Park rangers assisted
the State personnel in learning their v;ay around that part of the park in
which they v/ere interested.

Protection personnel in the Tamiami District assisted the State
Highvray Patrol and the Dade County Sheriff's department in several motor
vehicle accidents along Route ^t-l, Tamiami Trail. These State forces, in
turn, helped us regulate traffic along the above highway during the park
fire on l^iarch 25 and 26,

Cooperating Hon-Governmental Agencies ; An all-day conference
was held J^larch 2k- at Jinany Tiger's Indian Village on park lands for the
purpose of establishing a reservation north of the Tamiami Trail for the
Miccosukee Tribe of Seminoles. Present vrcre officials from the Bureau of
Indian Mfairs, members of the Miccosukee Tribe and District Ranger Uinte
who represented the park. Nothing definite came of the meeting.

District Ranger I-lrazek attended a meeting of Key Largo business-
men and citizens called for the purpose of establishing a volunteer fire
department. Some progress was made in initiating such an association that
would benefit the local community, including park property in this area.

Sand samples were collected from park beaches at Hog Key, East
Cape Sable, and Shark Point and forv/arded to Dr. Claire Patterson of the
California Institute of Technology.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Three
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Interpretive ActlvltiGS and Developments

Interpretive Services ; During the month, 5 daily programs
were scheduled in the Royal Palm area» Lack of birds at the Anhinga
roost forced the cancellation of the "Nite Flite" program. At Everglades
City, naturalist interpreted boat trips were scheduled four times daily-

-

9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., and 4:00 p.m. In addition caEipfire

programs at the campfire circle near the Rod and Gun Club \;ere scheduled
V/ednesday, Friday, and Saturday evenings.

Boat trips at Everglades City were begun the first of the month.

Attendance v;as surprisingly higli; the reception rather rai::ed with some
disappointed guests on the boats. Good interpretation vras raost important
on these trips and much remains to be done to make them completely satis-
factory. Advertising by concessioners appears to require a more realistic
angle

.

Evening programs at the Royal Palm continued to have disappointing
attendance. It seems that until a much better road to the park is constructed
or accommodations developed near the park entrance or both, the successful
portion of the program at Royal Palm vdll be that directed toward the day
use visitors.

Ihe 2:15 p.m. talk given on the porch of the Royal Palm Station,

though sometimes difficult to execute because of numerous distractions,
continues to be the most successful and satisfying. During the month, the
average attendance at this program vras 6I.5 individuals. Ihe subject matter
with quite an ecological slant has been vrell received.

Follo\d.ng is a statistical suinmary of attendance at various talks,
walks, boat trips and self-guiding trails and stations:

A, I^lks

•

1. 25 evening talks. Royal Palm ' 339
2. 12 evening talks. Everglades City 5^8
3. 5 night prowls l6k
k, 31 2:15 talks, Royal Palm 1,971
5. 5 talks to Service organizations 521
6. 3 talks to special groups in park IhQ

Total 3,6li

B. Guided Walks and Boat Trips

1. 93 walks along Gumbo Limbo Trail 2,977
2. 3 walks to Anhinga Trail 92
3. 124 boat trips, Everglades City 2,900

Total 5,969

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Four





C. Planned Interpretive Stations

1. Royal Palm, 3I days 25,930

D, Self-Operating Stations and Trails

1. Anhinga T-rail 26,775
2. Gumbo Limbo Trail 20,600
3. Station 3, Cypress Head 9>100

Total 56,i^75

Total Interpretive Contacts - 91,985
Total Park Attendance 33,1^5

Public Relations ; The Superintendent gave a talk to the Kiwanis

Club of Miami at the "Top o* the Columbus" Hotel. Chief Ranger Campbell

spoke before the Rotary Club of Homestead. The Superintendent also appeared
at the final Screen Tour of the IVopical Audubon Society in behalf of the

Youth Activities Program of that group,

Coiiiplaints about the decision not to have overnight housing at

Flamingo vrcre crystalized and encouraged by nevrspaper articles and editorials.

A delightful story of the park with unusually artistic pictures
was in "Grace Log" put out by Grace Line. The title v/as

"
Rios de Hierba

(River of Grass) Parque Macional de Everglades ."

Research and Observations : The continued drought has created

an alarming v/ater shortage at the Anhinga Trail. Only a very little water
and i;et mud remains. Unless rain comes soon, that v/hole area vail dry up
with a loss of all its aquatic life. The result of this loss v/ill be ap-
parent in following years.

Westing activities of egrets and vraod ibis in the Cuthbert Lake
and East River rookeries v/ere resumed during the mon-fch \ixth both rookeries
occupied by a full complement of nesting birds. A visit to the Cuthbert
Rookery on March 28 found a feu birds incubating and many carrying nesting
material. Further distrubance of the rookeries by weather is unlikely,
but drying of the rookery feeding areas threatens the success of nesting.

During the period February 28-March 1, Dr. Craighead and Dr.
Robertson explored areas of high ground along the Broad and Rodgers Rivers,
first rex>orted by Ranger M. B. Parker, and found that these v^ere occupied
by extensive stands of hardv/ood hammock surrounded by mangroves. Because
it v/as thought that these raised areas might be aboriginal sites. Dr. John
M. Goggin, archeologist of the University of Florida and authority on
south Florida pre-history, was contacted and the areas vrcre revisited with
hira on March 30-April 1, Closer investigation revealed that the elevations
were unreported physiographic features rather than Indian sites. Some of
them appear to be old beach lines, others are presently unexplained but
may represent natural levees or erosion remnants of a former marl plain.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Five
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Knovm Indian sites at Harailton tound and Onion Key v/ere also

visited and a small sample of potsherds and shell tools v/as collected
by Dr. Gocgin,

Memoranda containing recommendations in regard to the Australian

pine problem and presenting a tentative research outline for the park
v/ere completed. Investigation of frost damage was continued and a number

of \/'oody plants showing frost injury were tagged in order that the course

of recovery may be follov/ed,

A summary of winter season bird records of note in the park
area was completed and is to be submitted to Dr. Henry M. Stevenson,
regional editor of Audubon Field Notes . Observations of interest were:

Three species added to the knovm list of birds of Everglades
National Park: Sno\T goose, blue goose, and hooded v/arbler.

Large concentrations of avocets (^50/ ) and v/hite pelicans (l,500/)

indicating an increase in populations of these species v/intering in
the park.

Five v;inter records of the v/hite-crowned pigeon suggest that
tl-iis species is becoming a regular v/inter resident. One seen at
Rodgers River, March 31j represents one of the northernmost observations
of this V/est Indian species.

Four crocodile nests were located in Florida Bay by District
Ranger Mrazek during the month in addition to a den discovered on Butternut
Key. District Ranger Senne observed another crocodile near the East River
Rookery and Ranger Parker also reports a few crocodiles in his area. Past
protection afforded these reptiles appears to be paying dividends.

The alligator show at Anliinga Trail is an exciting one. As many
as UO 'gators larger than three feet have been seen from the boardvralk
stirring up the mud and gulping down quantities of gar and other fish v/ho

have difficulty escaping in the current low v/ater.

Ty Hotchlciss, currently photographing in the park, reported tv;o

sandhill cranes in flight over the paurotis palm station and Barney Parker
noted several deer in the Lostman's River area,

A colony of 35 roseate spoonbills roosted in Rookery Branch most
of the month, leaving tov/ard the end of this period.

Operations

Protection and Ranger Service ; During the month a new U. S.
Commissioner v/as appointed. Attorney Ralph Jordan replaced Attorney
Tommy Hodson v/hose term of office ejcpired in February, The change, made
by Federal Judge Emmet Choate, came as a surprise to the Superintendent
and people in the Homestead community,

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Six
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Rumors and advice vrere received tliat alligator poaching would
shortly occur and steps v;ere taken "by Park Protection personnel to meet
this annual threat.

Several night patrols were made individually by District Piangers

^'irazek and VJinte to safeguard against poaching and by District Ranger Bean
to prevent vandalism, the latter attributable in the most part to juveniles.

During the month, former Commissioner Hodson fined a truck driver
iji20 for speeding through the Royal Palm-Anhinga Trail area, Tv/o cases x/ere

heard by Commissioner Jordan involving (l) five minors charged with depre-
dation of Government property and (2) a visitor charged v;ith entering a
closed area. All six persons charged v;ere fined ^pl5 each.

During the month Rangers ^irazek and Parker assisted on several
occasions boatmen in park \7aters v;ho \/ere lost or aground.

Supervisory Park Ranger Borgman intercepted the Brov/n boys of
Everglades about to commence coijimercial shrimping at their old stand in
Lake Ingraham. Advised that this activity no longer i/as permitted the
Brovms packed and left the park.

Stop netting continues to be a problem in the Lostman's area as

commercial fishermen occasionally sneak into tliis part of the park to

carry on this illegal activity.

Patrol mileage was as follows:

^btor Vehicle 12,519
Boat 3,812
Airplane 1>125
Glades Buggy 28

Total VjJWl

Fire Control ; The "bust" fire did not come in March, but it is
still e:q)ected. " All park personnel remained on an alert status knoxd.ng
that sooner or later something would happen. It is amazing that nothing
serious has occurred yet in the "Everglades National Tinderbox," Good
public relations is credited with preventing the "bust" so far. Meanwhile,
assistance was given to Dade County Fire Patrol on five fires near the park,
Tv/o men were added to the fire staff in April bringing the largest number
yet employed here into readiness.

One fire did occur which looked for a time as though "This is it."
It started south of TEimiami Trail on ^Jarch 25 and burned about l,36o acres
of grasslands and hammocks in the park, A Class A fire \ra.s suppressed near
the proposed utility area at Flaiaingo,
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Maintenance ; Favorable conditions permitted maintenance crews
vrorkins under S, & M, C, funds to block all canals in the Cape Sable area
except Middle Cape Canal and East Cape Canal belov; Lake Insraham, The

maintenance crews "had a ball" for several days, dropping load after load
in canals, then charging over the fill to the next one.

Yucca \/as removed from the Flamingo campgrounds site and trans-
planted to sites near the proposed bridge. Paurotis palms v/ere taken
from deadly 1A6's right-of-way and heeled in at the Rowdy Bend nursery.

A contract v;as awarded for repainting quarters occupied by the
Superintendent, Chief Ranger, Assistant Superintendent, and seasonal
personnel (bunkhouse). A contract was also let for stockpiling 1,000
cu. yds. of rock at 7-Mile Tov/er Road for maintenance of same. Meanwhile
about 3^000 cu* yds. of rock was plowed and stockpiled at Long Pine Key
pit.

Ihe park shop \/as especially busy all month repairing electric
plants, working on trucks transferred from the army, repairing Florida
Bay's and Cape Sable's inboard crafts, fabricating a nev/ boat trailer,

and so on.
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Deslsn and Construction

Plans, Maps and Surveys ; Preliminary plans vrere approved for

the Visitor Services Building at Flamingo (restaurant, store, ranger

station, and museum). This v;as Drawing NP-EVE-3020A, Negotiations vrere

then started with Architect Harry Keck to begin vrarkirlg drawings for both

the concessioner and the Service.

Sites and layout outlines for oolite borrow pits for park road

project 1A6 (the section never recommended by the Superintendent) were

determined with B.P.R. representatives.

Grades v/ere set for marl fill at site of Flamingo's Visitor

Services Building,

New Construction ; ^iarine Service Building, concessioner

construction is 70fj complete; Roof completed; concrete floors poured;

interior partitions, door jtimbs and bases set; plastering started; and

electric v/iring roughed in.

Park Road - B.P.R, Construction Projects: Project 1A2-6A1 by

contractor R. H. \7right & Son, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, is hk-io complete.

The entire canal has been cleared and the muck excavated and the rock

filled. Ihe first layer of oolite vras placed on the utility road. Oolite

embankment betv/een Rov/dy Bend and Flamingo Canal is complete. The embank-

ment betvreen the canal and the oolite stockpile is 65^j complete. Work
Order Wo, 1, v;hich v/as approved by the Director's Office March 1, refers
to the picnic and campground areas. Its estimated cost is .'p37>013.80.

Project 1A5 by contractor Blythe Bros, Co., Miami, Florida, is

15^' complete. Clearing and grubbing is 90fo complete, and the special
marsh excavation is hG,i) complete. Unclassified excavation for borrow is

ll/t. complete. Special overhaul of borroi/ is 5f^ complete. The first
course of oolite has been placed in canal from Station I590/OO to I625/OO,

Project 1A6 by contractor Central Florida Construction Co.,

Riviera Beach, Florida, is 0,5/-' complete. Notice to proceed v;as issued
on March l^i-, the contract date to be date notice to proceed was received.
The completion time is 270 calendar days. During the month the contractor
moved in two draglines, 2 bulldozers, and 1 drill rig. Borrow pit no, 1

has been stripped and stockpiling started. Borrow pit no. 2 has been
cleared and 1/3 stripped. Clearing and grubbing is 0.8^ complete, and
special marsh excavation is 0.8/j complete. This section of road v;as never
recommended by the Superintendent and is being constructed without his
signature on plans. /

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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Summary of the April 1956 Monthly Ife.rrative Report
for

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

WEATHEI^:

INCREASE IN TRAVEL:

VISITORS:

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:

MISCELLANEOUS:

PERSOmvTEL:

SAFETY AND HEALTH:

BUILDING FIRE CONTROL:

COOPERiVTION:

II\ITERPRETIVE SERVICES:

RESEARCH AI^D OBSERVATION:

Continued drouth.

Page

27.2'ci increase over same month
last year.

Park visited by many prominent
people, includinc Assistant
Secretary D'Ewart of the Interior
Department

.

Equipment Survey Team visited
park.

T\TO marriages, one bii-th and
death to park personnel.

l-5any personnel changes occurred
during month.

Five automobile accidents in-

vestigated.

New timber to replace defective
ones under fire puriip at Coot Bay.

V/ild Cotton Eradication Project
V7ork terminated for season.
Air Force survival training
program held in park. Assistance
given to and received from Florida
State Highiray Patrol.

High use of park by school groups
during month. Interpretive program
reduced greatly by furloughing of
temporary personnel. Total inter-
pretive contacts for month v/as

67,331.

VJildlife observation by park
per.'3onnel. Biologist report on
rookeries and observations of
birds

.

/>

^P^
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Page

PROTECTION M€) RAI«>ER SERVICE:

MAINTENMCE:

COIICESSIOI^IERS:

FIRE PROTECTION:

PLANS, l^IAPS MD SURVEYS:

MM CONSTRUCTION:

"Operation Alligator." Stone
crab season closed. Four boys
found in park left in wilds of
Flamingo for fraternity initi-
ation. Another man rescued
v;ho had v/andered in park for
three days.

Several small jobs on park.

National Audubon Society completed
successful season in park.

Three reportable fires. Fire
Critique held. Patrol mileage
for month totalled 19,5*^ miles.

Revised layout for Anhinga Trail
completed. I958 f.y. Project
Conrpletion Prograin tentative
program completed. Revised
MISSION 6G prospectus completed.

l^iarine Service Building 90fj complete.
Project 1A2-6A1 58^'i complete. Proj-
ect IA5 2Q.7^o coiriplete. Project
1A6 7^/0 complete. 9

7

8

8

8
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In reply refer to:

^823UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

P. 0. BOX 275
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

SUPERII^ITENDENT' S MONIHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
April 1956

General

\7eather Conditiona ; Tlie drouth continued vrith park precipi-
tation of only 1.80" as compared \rith. the average for this month of
3.17" continuing the coraparative dovmvard trend of rainfall for the

calendar year. For the current fire season from November through April,

park precipitation totalled 6.00", considerably below the park average
of 10. li^-" for the corresponding period. In line v:ith the drouth, the

vrater gauge at I^ylor Slough, installed in 195^^ hit a lov7 reading to

date of -1.11' belov; sea level on the 25th. The water table became so

low at the Anhinga Trail that only mud was exposed except for one small

pond. Natives report that this has not occurred since 1932. An l8-foot
well was drilled near the Anhinga Trail entrance from which water v/as

pumped to the end of the boardwalk into Taylor Slough. Tlie experiment
v/orked successfully, the water level rising and probably preventing the

total mass destruction of marine organisms and fish that would have
occurred othendse.

Readings from stations vrere as follov/:

Royal Palm Station

Taraiami Station

Coot Bay Station

Florida Bay Station

rt'Iax. Temp. ! I'-fean Max. ;,Min. Temp. . Viean Min. : Ppt. :

': 91° 8U.60 1^5° 58.00
'

1.19":

! 91° Sif.l^ i^5° 56.3° 3.21":

: 890 83.7° : 50° ; 63.2° '. 1.15"i

: 850 • 81.3° 580 '-, 69.3° ', 1.6V'!

Increase in Travel ; A total of 29, ^56 persons visited the
park in April. This is an increase of ZJ .^S over the same month last
year and a decrease of ll.l^yj under J'krch 1956. All states were repre-
sented except Nortli Dakota and \/yoming as were three Canadian provinces
and five foreign countries.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page One
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Visitors ;

Assistant Secretary of the Interior Wesley D'Eirart

John Pennekamp, Editor, Miarai Herald
Steve Trumbull, feature vn:iter, Miami Herald
K. B. V/alker, Florida Improvement Commission
General and 14rs. Rock, U.S.M.C, retired, Homestead, Florida
Benjamin Dane, VJGBH-TV Channel 2, Boston, Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. A. M. Weckstein, Ford Foundation Fellowship

Rutgers University
Mr. and Mi^s. Henry Langley, National Park Service, Washington

Office
Mr. C. R. Seater, Ejcsiminer, Bureau of the Budget
Mr. Inaba, owner of most influential television station in

Japan, here on invitation by State Department.

Special Activities ; Assistant Secretary V/esley D'Ewart visited
the park in regard to overnight accommodations

.

Mr. Ralph Lipscomb, Highway Maintenance Engineer, Director's
Office, and Vac. C. C. VJatcon, Regional Property and Procurement Officer,

coroprising the Equipment Survey Team, were in the park April l6 through 20.

Miscellaneous ; Ihere v/as a birth and death of a son to Mr.

and Mrs . Al Ayers

.

Dr. William B. Robertson, temporary biologist, was married
to Mss Elizabeth Rice.

The daughter of Park Landscape Architect V/ebster T. Aramerman,

Isabelle Aramerman, was married in the St. Johns Espiscopal Church to
James Lander Allin.

Administration

Personnel;
Howard. R. Copas x/as converted from indefinite appointment as

Fire Control Aid (Seasonal) to career appointment effective March 8.

Charles K. Scott \/as given a temporary appointment as Laborer
effective April 1.

Robert P. Allen received an excepted appointment (NTE 3 years)
as Collaborator without compensation effective April 2.

Joseph B. Bryant, Seasonal Fire Control Aid, was promoted to
Fire Control Aid (Dispatcher) GS-5, effective April 8.

George W. Fry, Assistant Superintendent, \ias promoted to GS-13
effective April lU.

EVERGLADES MTIOML PARK - Page T\;o
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Leroy F. Donahue, former Supply Clerk, was promoted to Accountant,

GS-7, effective April 15-

Claude E. Adside's career conditional appointment was converted

to a career appointment retroactive to February 3«

Vernon C. Gilbert, Jr., Seasonal Ranger-Naturalist, was furloughed

effective April 21.

I^laynard L. Hopfenspirger has been given a permanent excepted

appointment (career conditional) as Laborer, terminating his temporary
appointment as Laborer effective April 22.

Dv/ight T. V/arren, Seasonal Ranger-Naturalist, was furloughed

effective April 23.

Albert A. Ayers, Seasonal Fire Control Aid, v/as furloughed
effective April 2?.

Charlie Lee Tillman's career conditional appointment was con-

verted to career appointment effective April 28.

Safety and Health ; A truck driver employed by R. H. Wright

& Son was painfully burned when he fell asleep in his car at Flamingo

while smoking a cigarette. The injured man has recovered but the interior

of the car v/as completely destroyed by fire.

Five automobile accidents were investigated of which four

involved trucks driven by road construction workers. Other than for

minor bruises, no one was injured although considerable damage to the

vehicles resulted.

Building Fire Control : Wev/ timbers to replace defective ones

were installed under the Chrysler-IIale fire pump at Coot Bay, this being
the main unit for fire protection in the area.

Cooperative Activities

Cooperation with Other Federal, State, or Local Agencies ;

The Wild Cotton Eradication Project terminated their v/ork for this

season on April 23, closing camp at that time. The rangers reported
favorably on the conduct of the men in this camp and on the work being
conducted during this past season.

District Ranger Winte cooperated with Homestead Air Force Base
men in their survival training program being held outside but close to

park boundaries in the Taraiami District.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Three
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Tamiami District Ranger personnel assisted officers of the

Florida Highway Patrol in two serious motor vehicle accidents on Route
No. Ul, Ikrniajni Trail. The officers in turn assisted the park in
directing traffic on Route ^1 during park fires in this vicinity.

I^ir. Leonard Pardue of the United States Weather Bureau visited
the TamiaEii Ranger Station to service the hurricane warning eq.uipment.

Interpretive Activities and Developments

Interpretive Services ; District Ranger Senne and Robert
Knight, T'lanager of Everglades Park Co., Inc., attending a supper meeting
of the Islamorada Fishing Club, ansv/ered inquiries regarding the Flamingo
Development and related park matters.

Assistant Superintendent Fry attended a luncheon meeting on
April 25 held by the South Dade Itotor Court Association.

The Superintendent gave four talks to organizations this

month: The Youth Group for the Audubon Society at the Robert Clay
Hotel; South Florida Garden Club at the Fairchild Tropical Garden;
the Audubon Society of Bradenton; and the Tri Beta Biological Fraternity
at the Roney Plaza.

Park visitation remained high during the first half of the

month. A surprisingly large number of visitors especially teachers and
college classes visited the park during the Easter vacation period.

Because all temporary personnel v;ere furloughed by the middle
of the month the regular progi'am was reduced to a daily 2:15 p-m. talk
and a 3:00 p.m. guided walk along the Gumbo Limbo trail. The Royal
Palm Station was manned daily except on two tondays and the naturalist
on duty at Royal Palm v;as available for the many school groups tliat came
during the month.

Tlie follov/ing is a summary of visitor attendance at various
activities in the park:

I. Conducted Walks and Tb.lks

A. Gumbo Limbo Walk
B. 2:.15 Talk
C. Royal Palm Evening Ifeilk

D. Everglades City Evening lalk
E. Guided Boat Trips
F. Special Group Royal Paliii

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Four
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35 1,352
21 3,065
1 ^7
2 79

21 702
12 ^hl





lib.

1. Treasure Island School
2. S. Miami G.S.A. Troop 155
3. S. Miami G.S.A. Troop 625
k, Miami, Lakeview Elementary

5. Tainpa, B.S.A. Troop 89
6. Homestead, Neva King Cooper

7. Delray Beach, Elementary
8. Key West, B.S.A. Troop 253
9. Miami, Kensington School

10. Coral Gables, Ponce de Leon High
11. Coral Gables, Elementary
12, Homestead, Cub Scouts

13, Miami, G.S.A, Troop 29

G. Programs in Nearby Area
1. Labor Camp
2. Homestead Art Group

Total-

Attendance
im

kl
16

36
18
62
in

32
120
kl

U6

9
35

111

70
hi

5,907

II. Attendance at Manned Stations

Royal Palm Ranger Station

III. Attendance Non-i^nned Stations

Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo Self-Guiding
Cypress Head

20,313

27,128
li|, 6k2

9,8^1

Total Visitation 29,^56

Total Interpretive Contacts ---67,831

Research and Observations ; District Ranger Sonne and Supervisory
Ranger Borgraan observed a large alligator approximately I6' long in

Rookery Branch going ttirough some peculiar actions . The gator was sub-
merged except for his tail, which seemed to drift listlessly above the
surface of the water. At times the critter stayed under the v:ater, except
for his tail, for periods as long as 20 minutes. It made no attempt to

escape when approached closely in a skiff but reacted violently when
touched \rith an oar, rocking the boat dangerously and splashing the ob-
servers. It is unl^novm vihether the gator v/as sick, vraunded, or merely
grubbing around the creek bottom seeking or burying food. The last
possibility seems to be the most logical since the same alligator was
observed earlier on the bank and appeared normal and healthy.

Ranger Parker has observed several sea cows in his area.
These are the first manatees observed in the district in several months.

A flock of 2k spoonbills vra,s seen at Stake Key by District
Ranger Mrazek on April 6. Heretofore only a few have been seen there
since the end of nesting more than a month ago.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Five





District Ranger I4razck reports crocodiles have been observed
in Trout, Mud and McComiick Creeks, The crocodile nests raentioned in

last Tiionth's report have been revisited with additional tracks and
sandpiling in evidence.

Except for minor shower activity the drouth continues. V/ater

becarae critically low in the Taylor Slough. Ihe entire aquatic life
present was concentrated in a fevr shallow pools. Alligators had an
easy time catching fish and gorged themselves creating an exciting
spectacle. To save the remaining aquatic life pimping was resorted to
and successfully raised the v;ater level by several inches. Though this
process terminated the spectacular shov:, it will serve to save the im-

portant foundation of aquatic life in the slough.

The Park Biologist reports the follov/ing on rookeries and
bird observations:

Rookeries: After an aerial survey on April lO had
revealed no birds in the Cuthbert La.ke and East River rookeries,
the biologist and Robert P. Allen of the National Audubon Society
visited Cuthbert on April I9 and East River on April 20. A
single snov/y egret nest with small young was the only active
nest in either rookery. Some wood ibis and American and snov/y

egrets had laid eggs in both rookeries during I4arch and then
deserted their nests, apparently before any eggs had hatched.
Failure of the rookeries this year appeared to be due to the
combined effects of the early January cold spell which disrupted
the rookeries and delayed nesting activities about one month and
to extremely low v/ater levels on rookery feeding grounds along
the southern edge of tlie Everglades. It has been a disastrous
season for nesting herons and ibis throughout lov/er peninsular
Florida. Reports from Corkscrew Sv;amp, Lal^e Okeechobee and Tampa
Bay indicate that rookeries in these areas also failed in large
part.

Bird Observations: Three species observed during the month,
golden eagle, chimney si/ift, and blue grosbeak, seem to be new
to tlie park list.

Blue grosbeaks and indigo buntings were present throughout
the park in considerable numbers during most of April. 'Ihese

species usually migrate across the Gulf of Mexico and are seldom
seen in south Florida, This year they were evidently pushed off
course by v/esterly storms early in the month.

Pairs of sandhill cranes were seen several times during the
month in sawgrass areas near the mangrove edge in the southern
part of the park.
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A sincle florainco was I'eeding in West Lake on April 30
and a group of 3 was seen in Lake Ingrahara about the same
time.

Operations

Protection and Ranger Service ; The first half of the month
was devoted to "Operation Alligator," v/ith a 2U-hour watch being kept
on the Shark River headv/aters. Rangers remained aboard the cruiser
sta,ked out in the Tarpon Bay vicinity and worked the tributaries in
skiffs. On April l8 the cruiser was laid up because of a faulty motor,
thereafter, skiff patrols to the Shark River area was made almost daily
from Coot Bay.

During "Operation Alligator" no violations vrere noted, nor
have reports been received of alligator poaching activities in the park
this year. Ranger patrol, active in the area at all times of the day
and night and being seen by boatmen from EX^erglades and other suspected
poaching bases, has created a salutary effect.

Dump Keys were the base of operations for black mullet and
trout fishermen. The market is good for both fish, attracting fishermen
from as far av/ay as Fort Meyer.

The stone crab season closed April 15, most of the traps
being removed. Several abandoned traps were discovered and were made
unserviceable by District Ranger T^irazek.

Jack Smith, an Everglades City commei'cial fisherman, vras

picked up by ranger personnel near Jennings plantation on April 10 after
Smith had roamed around in the gladec for three days follovdng a drinking
party with "friends," He v;as without shoes, having discarded them as

uncomfortable. Brought to to\m, Smith secured a ride back to Everglades
City.

Four college boys were left in the wilds of Flamingo during
the early morning of April 21 as part of a fraternity initiation.
Rangers helped them back to civilization.

Early morning and night patrols vrere made by park rangers in
each district to prevent poaching and vandalism.

A drunken driving case v;as heard before U. S. Commissioner
Ralph Jordan on April 13. Coraraissioner Jordan fined tlie ma,n .pll5 and
suspended his operator's license for thirty days.

Maintenance ; Completed v/as a job of hauling 1,000 cubic
yards of road rock to stockpile on 'J-hUle Tower Road.,

Painting contractor completed painting the superintendent's
residence and started on the assistant superintendent's residence.
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T\ro 6" X 20' wells were drilled, one at the Anhinga Trail
parking area and the other at the southvrest corner of the Pine Island
utility area.

Concessioners : Ihe National Audubon Society completed a

good season of wildlife tours into Florida Bay on April 30, the "bird

show in tliis area having held up \7ell.

Fire Protection : Ihree reportable fires burned approximately
125 acres inside the park, t\io being caused by land clearance and one
by a glades buggy exhaust. Five small fires were extinguished by park
patrolmen just outside the protection zone, all of them in the 1te,miami

District,

The bridge near the Anhinga Trail caught fire as a result of
a carelessly tossed match or cigarette lodging betv/een planks. Ihe fire
was extinguished by our patrolman before damage to the bridge resulted.

The East Boundary Patrolman assisted the Dade County Fire
Patrol on one vdldfire outside the park protection zone.

A Fire Critique was held on April 6 at the fire cache, covering
primarily the Tamiami Trail fire originating I^rch 25.

During the month two 50-ft, stalls were added to the fire cache
so that now cover is provided for oil mobile fire control units cached
at Pine Island,

Patrol mileage is as folloirs:

Motor Vehicle l4,228
Boat h, h^G
Airplane 800
Glades Buggy \^

Total 19,566

Because of critical fire conditions "No Smoking" signs were
put up in the Royal Palm District.

Fire prevention literature recently received from the Regional
Office was distributed in most part to park neighbors.
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Design and Construction

Plans, I'feps and Surveys ; Revised layout plan, Interpretative

Ttour, Anhin^^a Trail, l^lP-EVE-2124-D, April U, I956, v;as coraiJleted and
sent to EODC for review and comiaent.

Approval was v/ithlield, April 27, 195^, of the Water Distri-
bution System, Flaminco, Plan I^-EVE-3017-A, pendng further study to

determine a less obtrusive location for the 80-ioot storage tank.

Ihe Project Construction Program for 1958 fiscal year tentative
program vra,s completed.

MISSION 66 revised prospectus was cortrpleted.

New Construction ; The Marine Service Building, a concessioner
construction, is 90'^^ complete. Tlie building is complete except for

ceiling, light fixtures, plumbing fixtures, and painting. Only rough
excavation for sewage disposal system is completed.

Park Road, B.P.R. Construction Projects:

Project 1A2-6A1, Contractor R. H. Wright c: Son, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida: Contract ^Q)j complete. D\iring the month the contractor
has practically completed the embankment between the beginning of
the project and the Service Station site. Embanlanent at the utility
area is 60/j complete. Tlie embankment at the campsite is 50/^ com-
plete. Eight hundred feet of the 2^" culvert pipe is on the job.

Installation has been started. An extra work order. Wo. 2, dated
Mirch 19, for cutting holes in existing bulkheads for culvert pipes
was approved; estimated cost !J>120. One (l) additional day is allovred

for the completion of the contract.

Project 1A5, Contractor Blythe Bros. Co., Miami, Florida:
Contract 28.7/J coniplete. The special marsh excavation is 66'p

complete. Unclassified excavation for borrov; is 25/-' complete.
The first com'se of embanlment (canal filling) is completed from
Station I59O to Station 1678.

Project 1A6, Contractor Central Florida Construction Co.,
Riviera Beach, Florida: Contract 75^ complete. Clearing and
grubbing (roadway) is kO'p complete. Ihe special marsh excavation
is 25/:) complete, and the excavation borrow pit Wo. 1 is 50/J

otcckpiled

.

f yA^uy/f^

Daniel B, Beard
Superintendent
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Suomary of the May 1936 Monthly Narrative Report ( o^ rrK «j "Httcn
for

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

V/EATHER:

DECREASE IN TRAVEL;

VISITORS:

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:

MISCSLLAI^OUS:

PERSOm\IEL:

SAFETY Am HEALTH:

BUILDING FIRE PROTECTION:

COOPERATION:

INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES:

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION:

Scattered showers help drouth
situation a little.

Florida summer travel increasing.
Park monthly visitation do\m
6,U^ from last year.

Associate Director Scoyen and
Regional Director Cox among
visitors in 14ay.

Conference vdth USDA on fire
vreather forecasting. Field
museum e:diibit planning team
\7orked vfith staff

»

Police Chicf(ex) involved in
deer poaching case of last
year now working in park on
road construction crev;.

Chief Ranger Campbell selected
to fill superintendency of
Petersburg National Military
Park

.

ISjo automobile accidents.

Standpipe installed in park for
trucks of nearby fire depart-
ments in case of need,

USDA installed self-recording
rain gage in park. Mosquito traps
placed in park by Florida State
Mosquito Control Unit, and Florida
State employees helped park during
visit of Outboard Club,

Entomological collection begun.
Total interpretive contacts was
25,628.

Value of herbicide tested in
control of Australian pines.
Check of trees tagged for study
of frost damage made. Tern
count made. Two new bird record
made for park.

Page

I

fi

?i^

2

2

2
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PROTECTION AND RANGER SERVICE:

FISH ACTIVITIES:

FIRE PROTECTION?

PLAI^IS, r^IAPS, AND SURVEYS:

NEW CONSTRUCTION:

CONFERENCE:

Night patrols made to check on
report of alleged illecal shrimp-
ing. Two boats toved to safety,
Three cases heard on minor viola-
tions. Total patrol mileage vra,s

15,8lK) for month.

Poor market prices stop black
mullet fishing in Florida Bay.

Three reportable fires.

Three plans approved.

Marine Service Building 95fo

complete. Project 1A2-6PJL

Gk$ complete. Project 1A5 1+3. 6fj

complete. Project 1A6 25^^

complete

.

fet vith Architect Keck on
plans for Visiter Center
Building.

5

5

6
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5 UKITED STATES )
DEPARTlvErIT OF THE INTERIOR
MTIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARIC

P, 0. BOX 275
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

SUPERINTENDENT'S MOimiLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK——

^

:Max. Tempi. Ifeaii Temp ; Min. Tetnp ; Ifean Mini, Rainfall:

i 950 I

'

88.60 ! 610 \ 65.70

•

:
l.i^5"

:

i 95° \

'

89.20 !\ 590 . 65 .00
; 1.36" :

\ 89° I 07.^° ' 620 !! 68.20 ! 0.97" :

: 89'^ : 06.00 I
70°

\ 75. 60 ;. 0.33" i

General

Vfeather ConditionG : Scattered shov;ers in Ifey did not bring

the Everglades country out of the drouth, but they helped some. The

impendins dry-up of lUylor Slough was prevented even though the

slightly better vra,ter table \;as still -0.35 feet at the end of May.

Park records show a May average of stations as 7.03 inches. May this

year had only 1.03 inches as average.

Readings from stations were as follow:

Royal Palm Station

T&miami Station

Coot Bay Station

Florida Bay Station

Decrease in Travel : l-liami i/as off to its biggest summer with
almost all tourist indications in Ivfeiy giving evidence of increasing
stability of the seasonal pattern. University of Miami statistics showed
highest gains vrere evident in airline passenger traffic (arrivals up 37f^)«

Total visitation for this month was l8,739> shov/ing a decrease
of ^X^a from May 1955* Ihis decrease is considered directly attributable
to road construction both in the park and on Florida Route 27 betvreen
Florida City and the entrance to the park.

Visitors ;

Associate Director Evind Scoyen
Regional Director Elbert Cox
J. E. Broxming, Subtropical Experiment Station, USDA
Fred E. Harden, Florida State Board of Health, Miami
Henry Chubb, Florida State Board of Health, Orlando
Paul J. Hunt, Florida State Board of Health, Jacksonville
Gordon E. Dunn, U. S. Vfeather Bureau, Miami
%ron Sutton and Edwarxi Bierly of the Washington Office

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARIC - Page One
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Special Activities ; !%•. Gordon E, Dunn, U. S. V/eather Bureau,

Miami, called at the park headquarters and met with the Superintendent,
the Chief Ranger, and the Assistant Chief Ranger in regard to fire weather
forecasting. According to It, Dunn, his office is interested in and
Intends to initiate fire weather forecasts in the fall.

Associate Director Scoyen and Regional Director Cox were escorted
through 'die park and surrounding environs "by the Superintendent.

The Chief Ranger made an official 10-day visit to Petersburg
National Military Park in connection vfith his proposed transfer to that
area as Superintendent.

Messrs. l^yron Sutton and Edv/ard Bierly, the field museum e:diiblt

planning team, were here to work on tlie Everglades museum exhibit plans.

Miscellaneous ; Charlie Martin, ex-Homestead Police Chief (deer

slayer casej and recent unsuccessful candidate for Constable, is nov;

working for the Central Florida Construction Company as a cre\/ foreman
on the new park road.

Administration

Personnel ; Chief Ranger Bernard T. Campbell received notifi-

cation of his selection to fill the position of Superintendent, Petersburg
National Military Park, to become effective in mid-July.

Seasonal Fire Control Aid Edmund J. Bucknell received notifi-
cation of his selection to fill the position of Park Ranger, GS-5, Blue
Ridge Parkway, to become effective June 3.

Seasonal Fire Control Aid Ihrvin C. Hershey was terminated
May 5 and returned to Glacier National Park for summer employment.

Seasonal Ranger Wilmer H. Vfelker vrcis returned to duty from
furlough at Everglades and changed headquarters to Yellowstone National
Park effective May 5.

Safety and Health ; ISto automobile accidents vrere investigated
during the raonth. No personal Injuries were Involved.

Building Fire Protection ; A it-inch standplpe \re.s Installed
in the Pine Island residential area for the use of fire trucks from
nearby fire departments in the event they should be called on to help.

Cooperative Activities

Cooperation v;ith Other Federal^ State or Local Agencies ; A
self-recording rain gauge \7as installed at Pine Island by the Subtropical
Experiment Station, U. S. Department of Agriculture.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page T\ro
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Mosquito traps were placed at Pine Island and Tamiami Ranger

Stations by the Florida State Board of Health Mosauito Control Unit.

District Ranger Winte assisted the Florida High^Tay Patrol when

a gasoline tank truck caught fire on U. S. kl, Ihe fire vrcis finally

extinguished by the use of National Park Service cquipnient.

Eight employees of the Salt V/ater Fisheries Division, using

a cabin cruiser, h skiffs, and a plane assisted Ranger Parker with the

Lee County Outboard Club's visit to the park hh.y 25 and 26.

Interpretive Facilities ; VJith the slovnlng doxm of public

contact activities some effort has been directed tovrard the building
up of the park's photographic and natural history collections. About

250 slides have been bound. A color scheme for major categories of »t

slides has been adopted for ease in choosing and filing slides, "]

Ihe beginning of an entomological collection has been made
with 26 species of Lepidoptera already collected.

Ihe Royal Palm Ranger Station v;as manned by a naturalist on

26 days during the month. A 2:1? p.m. talk on the park at the station
and a 3:00 p.m. guided \;alk along the Gumbo Limbo Trail were scheduled
daily throughout the month. Sharply reduced travel and insect annoyances
limited participation in these programs to a total of 1,328 visitors.
On 6 days during the month no visitors \7ere on hand to talce the scheduled
vralk, and no visitors \7ere present for tlie 2:15 tallt on 3 occasions.
Bus passengers made up the bulk of participants at this talk.

Research and Observation ;

Research: District Ranger Bean and the biologist treated
Australian pines ( Casuarina lepidophloia ) in the Concrete Bridge area
iiTith "Ammate" crystals to test the value of this lierbicide in control
of Australian pines. A check later in the month revealed that most
of the above-ground parts of the treated trees have been killed. It
remains to be seen i/hether root-sprouts are also controlled by this
method.

A check of trees tagged for study of fi'ost damage was conipleted.
Ihe pattern of damage varied a great deal in different areas and from
species to species, but aerial parts of many species of young hardv;oods
were killed in lo\7-lying areas of the park. In most cases the injuries
amounted to frost-pruning vrLth the plants resprouting from the base. It
now appears, hovrever, that a sizeable area of buttonwood ( Conocarpus ) in
the Flamingo Prairie and Snal^o Bight sections may have been killed by
frost. These stands showed little damage immediately after the freeze,
but have gradually dropped their leaves and at present has little sign
of recovery.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Ihree
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tlaturalist Karraker and the biologist made the tern count at

Dry Tortucas, May 25 - 2?. On the basis of sample plots a population
of about 92,000 sooty terns v;as calculated, of which approximately

5,000 vrcre atteraptinc to nest at poor sites on Lon^ Key, subject to

floodinc by high tides. Ihe count of roseate terns shov/ed 102 nests,

mostly on Long Key. No count v/as made of noddies on Superintendent
DeV/eese's recommendation (in which ue concurred) that additional dis-
turbance of the colony be avoided. A summary and evaluation of the

tern counts is being prepared.

Collaborator Robert P. Allen, now studying the feeding areas
of herons and ibis in the celebrated summer roost at Duck Rock, reported
that there v;ere about 3|000 birds (mostly white ibis) in the roost as

of mid-i'ay. This appeared to be the only large concentration of wading
birds remaining in the park.

Observations: A probable observation of tvro panthers In the
mangrove forest near The Lungs and an observation of a black mangrove
fox squirrel near Lostman's River Ranger Station were reported.

A yearling black bear reported seen at the north end of Lake
Ingrahara on I^fey 26 by one R. Albritton (fide District Ranger Senne)
perhaps indicates the success of 195^' s "Operation Bear 'Lift," in which
three bears were released on Cape Sable.

An Everglades mink (highway casualty on the Taniiarai IVail)
brought to headv^uarters provided a record of interest although the
specimen v/as in too poor condition to be saved.

Tv7o additions to the park bird check list were made during
the month; a spotted-breasted oriole seen I'iay 3 by Superintendent Beard
in his yard at Pine Island and a group of Ik v/hite-bellied boobies seen
in the Gulf of Mexico l{i- miles off the mouth of Broad River by Collaborator
Allen, also May 3»

A summary of spring biixl observations in the park was submitted
to Dr. Henry IL Stevenson for inclusion in Audubon Field Hotes .

Operations

Protection and Ranger Service ; Several night patrols were
made in the Florida Bay District to check on reported illegal shrimping.
Although nothing was found, the investigations are being continued.

Mr. and I^s. Hendrickson (a Miami attorney) were to\/ed to
Islamorada Yacht Basin after having engine trouble and spending the
night anchored in Fla. Bay. Ohe Florida State Board of Health Mosquito
Control Unit boat was towed off a mud bank at Black Betsy Pass.

Three cases v/ere heard before U. S. Coyjmissioner Jordan. A
total of $85 in fines ;7as imposed and (570 was suspended. All were minor
violations

.
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The Entrance Station \ras closed for the season on May 23 and
the large information sign put in place.

Patrol mileages \;ere as follow:

Automobile 12,01^3

Boat 3,39^
Airplane 360
Glades buggy 38

Total 15,8J+0

V/ildlife and Fish Cultural Activities ; Black mullet fishing
in Florida Bay terminated May 16 because of poor market prices.

Maintenance ; A nev; sewage disposal field vras installed at
Tamiarai Ranger vStation and installation of the new water system, v;hich

includes a new vrell, new pump and \;ater softener, for that area was
completed also.

Fire Protection ; One reportable fire burned only a negligible
area of muck in the Tar.iiami District south of the Trail, but it required
considerable drenching and mop-up work to completely extinguish. Three
reportable fires were suppressed vfithin the protection zone and one

false alarm report was checked by aerial scouting.

Mop-up action continued on the Jeep Exhaust fire until May 12,

the fire having started April 23.

EVERGLADES mTlOML PARK - Page Five
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Design and Construction

Plans ^ Maps, and Surveys ; The Well Road Plan, Concrete
Bridge Vicinity, No, KP-EVE-2193A, \m.s approved on Ifey ?.

Utility and Residential Area Location Plan, Flamingo, No.

NP-EVE-2183-B, shov:ing revised road construction data was approved
I^y 29.

Preliminary layout plan for the Royal Palm Interpretative
Station Park Area \ra.s approved May 5»

Mev? Construction ; Ihe l-fe,rlne Service Building, a concessioner
construction, is 95Tj complete. Doors are hungj acoustic celling is in

place; interior light fixtures are attached; and tlie prime coat of paint
is on.

Ihe fill has been placed and compacted and the foundation
walls excavated for the Auto Service Station, a concessioner construction.

J

1

I

The rubbish has been removed and the Picnic Area has been
graded and seeded.

Project 1A2-6A1 - FlaminQo to VJest Lake: Oolite embankment
for the roadway is virtually complete. Tlie marl borrow for shoulder
building is 30^j complete. Pl'e culverts have been installed from the
beginning of the job to Coot Bay. Hcadwalls are built to Station I875.
Oolite embankuent was placed on the Picnic Area road, and marl fill was
placed in the cajnpsite area and the Flamingo development area. Job, 6k%
complete.

Project 1A5 - Nine-Mile Bend to V/est Lake: The special marsh
excavation is QQ% complete, and the unclassified excavation for borrov;
(rock pit) is 50vj complete. Ihe special overhaul of borrov/ (oolite
embankment) is 31^j complete. Job, i^3.6^:•> complete.

Project 1A6 - Concrete Bridge to Nine-Mile Bend; The special
marsh excavation is UOfi complete and the unclassified excavation for
borrow is to'/> complete. The unclassified excavation for borrov/. Pit No.
1, is 6ofj complete v;ith Pit No. 2 excavation having been started. Ihe
special overhaul of borrow (oolite embanl^raent) is Q'p complete. Job, 25?^
complete

.

Conferences and Meejl^ings ; Plans for the Visitor Center Building
were reviev;ed at the Coral GdDles Office of Architect Harry L. Keck, Jr.
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Summary of the June 19^6 Monthly Narrative Report
for

EVERGLADES~nATIONAL PARK

WK\THER: V/ater level continues lovr with
accumulated deficit of -10.iV.

TRAVEL: 11.1^ increase over June 1955*

VISITORS: (See list.)

PERSONITEL: 1? personnel actions taken during
Donth

.

Four accidents but only one minor

personal injury.

Annual inspection iiiade.

Six truckloads of debris removed by
contractor at Flamingo.

Mediterranean Fruit Fly traps set
in park,

V/ork progressed on prospectus for
future museum development and
preliminary plans for exhibits of
Flamingo Museum completed. Total
interpretive contacts for June was

3^,390.

Search made for Haemogogus equinus .

Scarcity of birdlife considered due
to low v;ater table.

Several night patrols made to check
on reported violations. Two violations
of closed roeui. Two search and rescue
cases.

SAFETY Am IffiALTH:

BUILDING FIRE PROTECTION:

SANITATION:

COOPERATION:

INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES:

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION:

PROTECTION:

Page

1

1

1

2

2
/)
?r^^'

UAIWTENAWCB:

CQNCESSIONEBS:

Repair of 7-Mile Tbwer Road and Ingraham 5

High\/ay

.

Capt, ilann suspends charterboat oper-
ations until October. 5

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Suimnary Page One
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FIRE PROTECTION:

INSECT AND TREE DISEASES:

faSCELLANEOUS:

PLMS, MAPS AI^D SURVEYS:

IffiV/ CONSTRUCTION:

D
Page

Three statistical fires in park.

I<feeting vruth ^'ild Cotton Eradication
Project Leader on location of camp-
site. 5

Pineland being cleared all the v/ay

to the park boundary. 5

Service Station plan approved, 6

1-fe.rine Service Building substantially
completed. Service Station was
begun. Projects 1A2-6A1, 1A5, and
1A6 progressing. 6

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Suuanary Page Two
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^reply refer to;

23
UI€TED STATES

DEPARIMEl'IT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

P. 0. BOX 275
HOMESTiCAD, FLORIDA

SUPERII-JTENDENT' S MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
June 195^

General

Weather Conditions ; June \ra.s a rather normal month this year

with risini3 temperatures, scattered tliunder showers, and plenty of

humidity. Tiie sun was heGinniaG tp "hurt" instead of just warra. Insects

were out in abundance. Ihe billovrin^ clouds of rainy season did fantastic

things to sunsets. Yet, rainfall remained off--a full 3 '36 inches below

the average of park statiom and -lO-l^i- accumulated deficit for the Novem-

ber-June fire season. So, water levels remained lo\r for this time of the

year. It \ra,s tough on alligators but money in the pockets of the road

contractors

.

Readings from stations were as follov;:

Royal Palm Station

Tamiami Station

Coot Bay Station

Florida Bay Station

:Max. Temp. ;, I-fean Max. : Min. Temp. Mean l«lin
.

'

.Ppt. :

i 96"^ 89.70 61°
. 67.10 |2.6V'i

: 91^ . 88.3° . 56° . 68.3° •
•3.22":

i 95° 91.8° i 60° 66.0° ::6.i6"i

: 90° 37.i+° 71° 75.7 1+.36"!

Increase in Travel ; A total of 17,332 persons visited the park
in June. Ihis is an increase of ll.l^a over the same month last year and
3.4^j over the previous month. This was in spite of the reconstruction of
State Route 27 to the boundary making a visit to the park the most diffi-
cult yet.

Miami busses did vrell with their packaged tours that have become
such a lucrative source of summer income. Ihe summer season in south
sa.Qri4a, expected to be best yet, v;as living up to all expectations.

Visitors:

Roy Burke, U.S.D.A., Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, Mediterranean
Fruit Fly Project

J. S. Brooming, U.S.O.A,, Subtropical Experiment Station

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page One
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D. H. Weber, Los Anceles County Museum
V/illiani Gray, Miami Seaquarium
F. D. Bittner, U.S.D.A., V/ild Cotton Eradication Project

Dr. Harold Trapido, Ibrgas Memorial Laboratory, Panaraa

John D, Tarter and Dean Stout of EODC

J. L. Obenschain of B.P.R. office in Gatlinburg, Tennessee

Administration

Personnel ; Personnel actions during the month were as follow:

James F, Devenport, Fire Control Aid - Resigned

John L. Scudder, Fire Control Aid - Terminated

Carl R. Hoffmann, Fire Control Aid - Terminated
Robevt V.'. Topp, Fire Control Aid - Terminated
^r.\fi,-'. R, Copas, Fire Control Aid - Furloughed
?.Flg\ C. Johnston, Fire Control Aid - Furloughed
J.r--;^ 3- Svenson, Fire Control Aid - Furloughed
JoL-eph B. Bryant, Fire Control Aid - Furloughed
Charles K. Scott, Laborer - Terminated .

LeRoy F. Orme, Laborer - Terminated
Herbert H. VJysong, Laborer - Terminated - Accepted temporary appointment

as Truck Driver, Position No. 38*

Charlie H. Adside, Temporary Laborer - Terminated. Accepted career
conditional appointment as Laborer, Position No. 62.

William B. Robertson, Biologist (temporary appointment) - Terminated.

Accepted career conditional appointment as Biologist GS-7, Position
No. 9.

Chester B. Bise, Park Ranger (seasonal) G3-^ - Terminated. Reassigned
and promoted to Park Ranger, GS-5> Position No. 17.

Harold J. Ness, Engineering Student Assistt^nt from University of Florida
entered on duty.

John F. Fava, Landscape Architectural Student Assistant from University
of Massachusetts entered on duty.

Jean E. Olsen, Landscape Architectural Student Assistant from University
of Iowa entered on duty.

Safety and Health ; Four contractor d'lrap truck accidents
occurred during the month. Only one minor personal injury resulted.

Building Fire Protection ; Ihe annuaJ. inspection of building
fire hazards was made. The results of the inspection vrere generally good
with only minor deficiencies noted.

Sanitation ; The District Ranger of the Coot Bay area found it
necessary to issue an ultimatum to the R. H. V/right Construction Super-
intendent in order to get their trailer camp area cleaned of trash, garbage,
litter, etc. Six large truckloads of debris were removed. Flamingo was
beginning to take on the same appearance as when it was a commercial
fishing village.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Tv/o
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Cooperative Activities

Cooperation with Other Federa, State or Local Agencies ; The

iybsquito Control Ifoit of the State Board of Health operating \riih a float

plane in the park reported finding eight alligator carcases in Little Fox

Lalte and later fle\T District Ranger Senne into the Lake so that he could

make an on-the-ground investigation.

Seven baited traps vrere Installed at various points in the Royal

Pa]m District "by representatives of the Bureau of Entomology and Plant
Quarantine in connection with the campaign against the ifediterranean Fruit

Fly.

District Ranger IJinte took representatives of the Bureau of
Entomology and Plant Quarantine to inspect several old Indian haimnocks

in the Shark Valley looking for evidence of the Mediterranean Fruit Fly
but none was found.

Assistance was given the Dade County Fire Department on several
incendiary fires along the east fire boundary.

Park personnel participated in the Ground Observer Corps "Operation

Skytrain" VIII-B on June h.

Interpretive Activities and Developaents

Interpretive Facilities ; V/ith the slowing of public contact
activities, considerable effort \ra.B exerted toward the completion of the

general prospectus and interpretive outline for future museum development
in the park. Preliminary plans for the exhibits of the Flamingo Museum
v;ere completed.

The Royal Palm Station was marned by a nati'.ralint on 23 days
during the month. Ihe 2;] 5 p.tn. talk on conservation and the park and a
3:00 p.m. guided walk were scheduled each day except ^fonday. Visitor
attendance at these progians, although reduced in number, remained generally
enthusiastic. Ihe total •: irticipation numbered 1, lU4 visitors. Bus pas-
sengers provided the bull- of the persons attending the tallis. Visitor use
of the Gumbo Limbo and tlie Cypress Head Trails was seriously rur-'-ailed by
tlje great numbers of mosqu.t. Loes in those areas.

Total interpr?tj-"^ -".ontacts for the month was 3'+* 390.

Research and Observations ; Dr. Harold Trapido (I'-brgas Memorial
Lab., Panama) visiter +lie Coot Bay area vdth the biologist on June 13 to
investigate the poRPibli occurrence of HaemogoEJ : equi nus, a raosquito
implicated in the ti v.sm-'.Gsion of sylvan ycllcv,~/ev3i in Central America.
No Haemogogus were fo'ind, perhaps b^caurie ':I.>.e-.'e had net yet been enough
rain to fill tree cavities where hiii species breedrj. Dr. Trapirtc believed
that jnangrove areas of the park probably provide suitable habitat for the

EVERGL/SJDES NATIONAL PARK • Page Ihree
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species. Another will be tiEide later this summer. The salt marsh mosquito

( Aedes T^enorhynchus ) \/as encountered in some numbers on the trip.

Collaborator Robert P. Allen continued his studies of the Duck

Rock roost with the cooperation of Ranger Barnie Parker. !Ihe present
feedinc cs^ounds of the white ibis roosting at Duck Rock appeared to be
chiefly in salt \-ra.ter areas along the coast betv/een Lostman's River and
Everglades City. The biologist made aerial checks of \mding bird popu-
lations on June l4 with Fire Control Aid Miele and on June 29 vrlth Fire
Control Aid Scudder. Ihese flights revealed fewer than 400 white ibis in

the southern part of the park, north as far as the headwaters of Shark

River. There are very few vrood ibis in the lower park and much below
normal numbers of egrets, the scarcity of birds apparently associated \7ith

the fact that \7ater levels are still lov; at many places along the glades-
mangrove edge. The usual summer concentration of roseate spoonbills
(estimated at 300 birds) was present in the East Cape Canal-Lake Ingraham
area, and an estimated 150 spoonbills came into the Duck Rock roost on the
evening of June l6, when the biologist visited the area with an Audubon
Society trip.

Sea turtles were hauling out on park beaches for egg-laying
during the month. Fire Control Aid Miele counted 17 fresh crawls on the
Cape Sable Beach betv/een East Cape and I'iiddle Cape in a fljglit over the
area on June 20. Rangers Senne and Borf^iJian observed, h fl-j-iagoef?, the
largest number seen to date, in Lake Ingraham on Ju.ic r). Ip to 6o v;hite

pelicans were summering in the Bear Lakn-.yiud Lake a-'ea. a ^iLt'.e '^gret

vras reported at Seven Mile Tower on June l8 by Fire Coi^rv •-. i oc'inson.

District Ranger J4razek reported numerous white-ciu',. led. jiijiec^.a .n :t.;e keys

and eastern Florida Bay.

Operations

Protection and Ranger Service' T!;.'.e Hoyal ?a?j:. Ran -.er St.T,tion

was broken into on two occasions and se'-cr.-il items of i'--u,lr"i:'dr'.t ftjlen.
Entry v;as obtained by picking the lock cr. ohe office door vh..ch had been
locked by setting the night latch instead of using the Jr-av". /. p'.aa har;

been developed to apprehend the culprits

o

Several night patrols were made ilong the Cape oo-"^''.e ,»iid Gv.lf

Coast beaches to protect crawling turtles and t-h3ir eggs, bv.i no violation
was detected. District Ranf'cr Mrazek m£.d3 right patrols ir. t^:e vicinity
of Calusa and Captain Ki.vr. 'n connection wi"i r-:oc.r*-/-.i shriJiipr'.ng violations,
Nothing was found.

TH/o caser '^^ .-'.elation of fhr-. rr 5.%it . l' > c* ^c -'e-; aciad trr.icre U. S.

Commissioner Jordar >. ^i jach \m.s finec- sr.;., .5'.3 •''c;.*' ;/. •^I'.E-.-j^'i .:?,j'e

(speeding) was trico .
* Federal Court .'.-i'-"". ..;'r-..: .r. k *-,

-. Ui'.t./.

One and six-t^iithi-i miles of b •^unfU-.?y wvj posted in L-be vijJni-'-y

of the entrance station. 'Closed Area' yigns v.-e.*e removed from che head-
^/aters areas of the CaDe Sable District,

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARIC - Page Four
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A combined air-surface search was made In Florida by the Coast
Guard and park personnel to locate a lost sport fishing party. Ihe party
finally found their v^ay to Flamingo and were returned to Homestead. A
loae sport fisherman had motor trouble and vras reported overdue. He v;as

later found with a commercial fisherman.

Patrol mileage as follows:

Automobile 10, kh'J

Boat 2, 791
Airplane 1, 727
Glades Buggy kh

Total 15,099

Maintenance ; Repaired the Seven Mile Tower Road by piecing

1,000 cubic yards of road rock in low places.

Added base rock to Ingraham Highway from Long Pine Key Road
to one and one-half miles south.

Concessioners ; Captain William I^nn, charterboat operator
under a revocable concession permit, has suspended his operations for
the summer and is expected to return in October.

Fire Protection ; Ihree statistical fires were suppressed in

the park during the month, two having been started by lightning and one
thought to have originated from a firebrand dropped fraj a Marine Corps
plane. T\;o nonstatistical fires burned in the mangrove and on which no
suppression action \7as taken. T\to static. tical fires ou-;s\i".e the park were
suppressed by park forces and equipment.

Insect and Tree Diseases ; On June 21 the Assistant Super-
intendent met with Ur. F. D. Bittner, Acting Project Leader, and L. L.

Weaver, Acting District Leader of the Wild Cotton (Pink Vfeevil) Eradication
Project to discuss a possible site for the location of their l-f.bor camp
since it must be removed from the Flamingo area.

Miscellaneous : Land clearing operations alon^; the east boundary
north and south of the entrance station have nov/ reached the bounda^'y and
all pines outside the boundary are now being cleared;, tlius proving our
prediction of many years ago that the pai'k will eventuaiD.y be one of the
very fev/ areas which would contain a siseable stand of native pines of
Florida.

EVERGLAD.'^S NATIOWAL PARK - Page Five





Design and Construction

Plans, I4aps and Surveys ; Glie plan for tlie Service Station to

be constructed by the Everglades Park Co., concessioners, at Flamingo
was approved. Work i/as started.

Study for an entrance sign at Fort Jefferson National ^bnu^lent,

Garden Key, Dry Tortugas Islands, was prepared for the superintendent's
review and comment.

New Construction : I^rine Service Building, Flamingo. This

concessioner structure is substantially finished. It awaits a coat of
paint and a fev; little odd jobs.

Service Station, Flawingo, Foundations were poured and rough
plurnbing installed. Exterior walls were up. It is another concessioner's
structure.

Ihe road from Flamingo to West Lake (Project 1A2-6A1) was brought
up to grade and the rough work of shaping side slopes v/ith marl n.nd muck
was QO^o finished and ready for the rains. Culvert pipes and headwalls
v/ere all in place along the main road. Some work v&s done on the camp-
grounds, picnic area, and the utility area; however they are far from com-
pleted. Culverts for drainage were being installed at th.-^ marina parking
area and fill was bringing that area up into good shape

r

Project 1A5, Nine Mile Bend to West Lake wp.s .f;r,l:".U;^ JDng
fairly well. Roadway clearing i/as alr.ior'. done and rauck ec .£"/'./> I >r 'jn'.shed.

A total of 250,000 cubic yards of oolit-, cut of '100,000 cvi.iic y^irca tooal
for the job had been placed. West Lake parking area vras t;'.kiri£ nhape id-th

oolite being placed.

Central Florida Construction ".n, vas short of c •-•i.gl:*.ne;. ci
Project 1A6, so its 21 cubic yard Euclids. '7'3r2 nol wori^^ng to T-xjJ ;pp--city.

However, the job \/as coming along wi-*ii :;< st of tox. car.al. "iiuckec. out vith
50,000 cubic yards of oolite hauled to "ill fmm Borrow Pit !^o. 1 (Sxv'eetbay

Pond) and lij-,000 cubic yards placed from Pj.uro'' is Pond ('Borrow P\t ifo. 2).

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent

EVERGLADES MTXOMAL PARK - Page Six
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Supiroary of the July 19$6 Monthly Narrative Report
for

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

WEATHER:

TR/vVEL:

VISITORS:

SPECLiL ACTIVITIES:

PERSONNEL

SAFETY AND IffiALTH:

BUILDING FIRE PI/JTECTTC.^v

COOPERATION:

ii^iTERprErrv J Ttcr^^i^.ij^ -.

IlfTERPRE rr/E CE ^V I r^s ?

RESEARCH /J" '^BSER^'ATXON:

private; L.\i^ID^;

Continued rainfall deficiency.

13.6^ Increase of same month
last year. Summer travel
increase presents new problems.

Eminent Danish ornithologist
and a friend of Senator Smathers
among others.

Conservation meeting attended.
Spear fishing no\/ prdiibited in
Monroe County.

Engineer Mikell and Chief Ranger
Hart entered on duty. Oroszi
irakes round trip from Alaska to
work one v;eek in park.

Safety and First Aid talk given,
OiiQ motor accident. First known
snake bite by rattlesnake in park. 2

Foliov7-up made on fire hazard
inspection. 3

Florida Highi/ay Patrol assisted.
State Plant Board assisted in

installing Medfly traps. Border
patrol agents assisted.

I4iseum prospectus completed.
Work begun on underwater slides,

38,276 interpretive contacts
for month.

^ P^

3

3

3

study on v/ading bird populations.
Feeding grounds of D uck Rock birds
sought. Study of I4edfly poisons, 3

Private agents to make survey
of Paradise Prairie, Dorothy
Dev/hurst lands. ^

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - SuDBuary Pas© One
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R;\i^IGER SERVICE:

MAIIITENMCE:

FIRE PROTECTION:

PLAI^IS, MAPS, SURVEYS!

m\l CONSTRUCTION:

Late patrols made. Report on
illesal shrimping received.

Ingraham Highway v;orked upon.

^o nonstatistical fires. Fire
equipment maintained on "ready"
status

.

Progress made on plans.

Projects 1A2-6A1, 1A5, and 1A6
progressing. Concessioner
buildings vrorking toward
completion.

Page

k

5

5

6
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UNITED STATES
DEPARWEOT OF THE IWIERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

P. 0. BOX 275
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

In reply refer to:

A2823

SUPERIIfPENDENT' S ^iONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
July 1956

General

Heather Conditions ; Hot humid v;eather generally characterized
the month. Rainfall v;as ht'6^ inches belou normal. Ihe average water
table rose during the first part of the month but since then has been on
a gradual decline. As usual in summers v;hen there is a rainfall deficiency,
evaporation rate \tq.s high so that actual inundation of the park v/a? less
than, let us say, if similar precipitation had occurred in vrLnter.

:Max, Terap! Mean I'^x; Min. Temp; Mean Min: Ralr-fall :

:* 95 ": 90.9 . 67 ; 70.^ . U.25" ':

i 93 i

'

90.3 1 68 : 70.1 . 3.67" !

; 96 «
! 92.9 1 6h 1 68.2 • 6.98" i

: 93 . 89.3 i 77 I 79.^^ ; 0.70" :

Royal Palm Station

Tamiami Station

Coot Bay Station

Florida Bay Station

Increase in Travel ; A total of 20,071 persons visited the park
in July. Ihis is an increase of 13.6^3 over th« same uonth last year and
15.8^i over the previou? month. Summer travel :.r soutlreri.'. •i'JorJ.da continues
at an astonishing rate, It is \rorth noting Vao.t P>'o:'ze. :\c-uce No. 27 to the

park continued I'.idcr construction and visitor '-rar-'t;! - .:•" e.ri^sc-'-.ed to drop.

Study han '.•t-'cri initiated on summer use of obe park because it has
developed in-'-.o b'.;;; problem. Early indicat.ioas a,i'e that a summer program
of much greater <.)y'y=nz than previously anticipate.! is in order, perhaps
talking radjc'-'il/ •.•rf'-ic.ao forri from the winter U3e p-'"03?^aras

.

Dr. Finn F> ' ov!^r..,vncn - Ti/x'^r.t Danish ornithologist

Robert Ee :~.rj th • a:''.l:.\'-e Jt from tho Washi.ngtcr. Office

Eugene R. //.^•j'^iy. • Lo.r.c scape Ai'chitcct, Kas^ea.. Office, Division of Design

a !•.. Jcnstruoticn

John Fi.ir - 7icriy-.n i-v.irre'jc-mn imd friend o-:" Snator George Smathers

V/i.]..VLc;n A. h-,dx (.:">' a - .''.Lg-.on One {*fiije

Don iV.:.-
v

-^ • U:Ul:^ca.ie /-..c^-iitect., EODC

Ernest Gc T-iDnger - .'3J J? P.iC'g.i Parla/ay

Turner - Blue lif.Xi.e i'rr:c'7ay
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Special Activities ; District Rauiger Virazek attended a
conservation meeting July' 25 in the Upper Keys in which 9 local con-
servation croups v;ere represented as vrell as the Salt Water Fisheries
Division of the Florida State Board of Conservation. Ihe meeting was
concerned with the nev; regulation prohibiting spear fishing in Monroe
County. It is now Illegal to use spear fishing equipment or have
such equipment in possession on the \/aters of Monroe County.

Ivfessrs. Meanerhaji, Turner and Vftianger came to this park to

help install the nev; accounting system.

Administration

Personnel : V/illiara B. Robertson, Jr., career-conditionsl
appointment as Biologist effective July 1.

Herbert H. Wysong, temporary appointment pending establishment
of register effective July 1.

Charlie Ray Adside, excepted appointment, career conditional,
effective July 1.

Chester B. Bise - promoted to GS-5, Park Ranger, effective
July 1.

Ruben 0. Hart - entered on duty as Chief Ranger, GS-11, from
Assistant Chief Ranger at Rocky T-buntain I^Iational Park.

V/aring Midell, entered on duty by reassignment and chainge in
headquarters from Cape Hatteras IJational Seashore Recreational Area
as Park Engineer, GS-11.

Samuel Oroszi, Jr., entered on duty from the U. S, Fish and
Wildlife Service field office at Juneau, Alaska, July 2, 195^, as Supply
Clerk. Ke retiarned to his old job in Alaska effective July 9; 195^^;

thus serving Everglades national Park for one v;eek.

Safety and Health; Ihe first of a series of Safety and First
Md talks v/? s concuctel at the Pine Island Shop July l8. Shop Foreman
Parker disciisscd th.-i nev; driver regulations and the safe operation of
motor vehicles an^'. '?ruipment.

One raotor vehicle accident occurred during the month when a
Bureau of Public Rc:iri.s pickup missed the terriporary bridge at Flamingo
and went in^o -he canal, 'V\:o rren suffered minor injuries.

The first knovm snakebite in the park area occurred \fhen a
visitor was blvteii by a rattlesnake in the primitive camping area at
Parachute Key, A,''.'''"hou,3ii he x/ar. lospltaj-ized for several days, no resi-
dual ill efxcatc vxre aor.arcnt.
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Building Fire Protection ; Each district ranger made a

follov,'-up building fire hazard inspection in his district to ascertain
that all discrepancies as noted in the Annual Report of Inspection of

Buildinci Fire Hazards had been corrected,

Tae annual inspection and rechargins of all fire extinguishers
in the park was ooriuncnced this mon"ch.

Cooperative Activities

Cooperation uith Other Federal^ State^ and Local Agencies;
Assistance \ra.s rendered to the Florida Kighv;ay Patrol by Park R.x^or
Bise in connection v/ith an accident on U. S, ^i-l near the Tarniciui R^,r5er

Station,

Preliminary plans vrere made v/ith the State Plant Board fo^^ the

installation of a trap line in Taraianii District of the park in crnrT-c •

tion with the l^'Iediterranean fruitfly project. To date, negatjve rrocrts
have been received concerning the presence of the fly in the park.

Ranger Borgman took two border patrol agents to the Middle
Cape air strip to investigate possible illegal entry there by aliens.
No evidence \/as found.

Interpretive Activities and Developments

Interpretive Fo.cilitles ; The museum prospectus was completed
early in the n^onth, alleging the Interpretive Cta^f to continue biCoe

routine taskn,

Work was ;,c.frun on a series of photographs of und ari/ate?." creatures.
A glass tank is being used for these pictures.

Interpr'^ivr: -":;rvices_; Participation in tJie interpretive program
has been good. A ',:0T."';:a.:.d j.aily average of over J.OO vit^ liters at""::- aacd
tlie two progrc.113 for the £1 times they i/ere scheduled, A total of '.-^^pT^

visitors listened to a nc.turalist talks. 3^,276 interpretive contac^os

v;ere "made during the month,

Resoarch g.nd_ Observations ; Active investigation of woding bird
populatioL'S \;a3 continued w:'.th particular emphasis upon study cf the
Duck Reck r..:o3t- Tne \;hite ibis concentration at Duck Rock built up
steadily during July approaching 50,000 birds by the end of the month.
In addj tion '"c .^he v.hite ibjs, large numbers of Ai.ierican egrets, snovry

egrot3_, little blue herons and Louisiana herons, and several hundred
roiea!:c s-^oonbills were using the roost. ITne only other large wading
bird jcn^entraticn v/as in the Cape Sable area, especially around Lake
xngroha;n. Rains were rather erratic, and feeding conditions for v;ading

birds remained poor over much of the park.

EVERGLADES MATIONAL PARK - Page Three
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Ihe Biologist and Fire Control Aid Miele made flights over
the Gulf Coast area from Shark River to Everglades on July 11 and 12
to locate more ejcactly the feeding grounds of the Duck Rock birds.
Ihe chief concentration t;as found in an extensive area of storm damaged
mangrove forest (apparently dating from the September 19^ hurricane)
located one-half mile to one mile inland from the Gulf Coast in the
region from Lostman's River north to Lopez River. Collaborator Allen
is undertaking study of the habitat and food organisms in this area.
Additional aerial checks are planned.

Anticipating possible discovery of the Mediterranean fruitfly
infestations in the park, an effort \ias mado to J earn more abou+ o^e

general biological effects of the control measures being appli.^a. Tie
biologist conferred the Medfly Eradication Project and vath Dr. V/oifenbacher

of the University of Florida Subtropical Experiment Station. From in-

formation gained in these sessions, it appears that the park has legir.ijiato

caiise for* concern about the possible effects of aerial applicatD oaf vv:

malathion poisoned bait upon organisms other than i^Jedflios. In adcic:*on

there is evidence that some animals may suffer contact poisoning. Likeli-
hood of this is greatest \7here the bait is spread over shallov/ v/ater.

Operations

Status of Private Lands ; A glades buggy permit i/as issued
to the agents of former property ovmers in the Paradise Prairie section
of the park for the purpose of land surveying. The survey is in relation
to the remanded case of Paradise Prairie, Dorothjr Dev/hurst Parker. The

land had been previously surveyed by the Trustees of the Internal ^mprove-
raent Fund of Florida, ij. P. Brigham, attorney, authorized the ^rasent
survey for the private interests.

Protection and Ranger Service ; A concerted effort vat, made
on several occasions to apprehend the culprits responsible for breaking
into the Royal Palm Ranger Station, but nothing has been deter Jiir.ed to

date.

Several early and late patrols were made in the Royal Palm
District in an effort to reduce excess speed by contractors equipmert
and their employees.

District Ranger Mrazek has kept a close v;atch on reported
illegal shr.mpjn^ in Florida Bayj however, no trespass has been found.

Patrol mileage is as follows;

^k5tor Vehicle 5,568
Boat 2,335
Airplane 500
Glades BL\ggy 6

Total Q,k09

BVERGLAiDES l^I#iTIC&l*kL PARK - Pege Four
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Maintenance ; Incraharn IIir;hway from Long Pine Key Road to

the Concrete Bridge v/as scarified, rolled, and shaped.

Fire Protection ; Tt/o non-statistical fires burned in the
park. A lightning strike caused a small fire between V/est Lake and
Flamingo Road and an airplane crash \fa.s the cause of a negligible burn in
the glades south of Grossman Hammock.

The fire hazard continues high for this season of the year.
In many areas of the park, the surface is still dry and subject to
burning. Fire equipment is being maintained in a "reaxiy" condition.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Five
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Desjgn and Construction

PlanB^-fe^L-^jnrd C'lrv-^jv^*, D.rrw.'.r^ fov re.locrtlon of well
and extons v.. r '< 1 'uFCj \cV rit TliiTBoyT,!. F.i.l!n P?. 1,^:2 r Section vcs cor-rpleted

and for,;aricd '"o IXTt: l'<--r r^CjT-'i-n':. aar:. .rc.7i.cv Jj.!;,' S>.

A pre III .ini.TV Gt.ioy fo-^ fie ::.'1t.o aic. 9' cn:'.c fr"'---'i^ de-'-e-Lcpmrnt

on Long Pint Ke.y '.ra-? coiiiplc-te. J i^y ^-^i

A preliminary study for five roads and trails uas completed
July 11.

Drawing for typical comfort S'«?tlon at FL-xmlnco caj^p ar.d i-ic?:ic

grounds v;as approved subject to consideration and coijvnor.t*

Dravrins for seasonal quarters at Fltuningo was approved s'j.bj'3ct

to consideration of coimnent.

Marina equiprasnt facilities vra,s conditionally approved July I9.

New_Construe ti_nnr Visitor Center Building, Concessioner Wjng:
Started setting ':attei boards July 31 •

I4arine Service Building: No notable progress made this month.

Auto Service Station: Approximately 60^3 complete, 17al].s and
roof complete j aprons ready for i30uring, Pluaibing and electric u^'ilities

v/ere installed.

Project 1A2~6A1; F.lamingo to VJost Lol:e: Job is '^:-\i conpl^te.
Approximately 90/j of the oolite If. in p].r,ce. All pipe culverts .ire installed.

Project jA5; V/est Lake to Nine MiJ.e itend: Job is 75 -l'?^ complete.
Approximately G'ify of oo.l.'-te is in place. Pipe culverts are 20'/' complete,

Prcjict .IA6, rJ:'.ne Mile Bend to Concr?te Bridge: Job is 2*7/3

complete. Time consumed a.s !^lfi. Special marsh excavaticn is S'^p cotiplete.

Approximately 50/j of the oolite is in place.

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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Suinnary of the 1956 Monthly Narrative Report

UIL\THIK:

IiICR3.\SE III TRAVEL:

VISITORS:

iIISCELLAIEOUS:

PERSOiHISL

3UILDIHG Fllffi

PROTECTION:

COOPERATION:

lilTSRPRETr/E FACILITIES:

II^TERPRETP/E SERVICES:

RESE/\RCH:

STATUS OF PRIVATE
LAilDS:

PROTSCTIOW:

MAIrlTEIIAIICE:

FIRS PROTECHOW:

PLAIIS, ETC.:

xor
EVERGL/UDES MTIONAL PARI

Humid sunmer vreather irith scattered
rainfall.

2.3^j increase over same month last yeari

Park welcomed Hershel Glover of Fort
Frederica.

Ranker Goes to Europe with Fav;^''!

Several terminations.

Annual inspection.

|i

^M

Pap;e

1

1

1

2

2

1-fedfly fight continued. Search for
Seminole youth. Search for several
escaped prisoners.

Pei; minor changes suggested for museum
plans. Gui.ibo Limbo Trail labels being
overhauled.

Total of 36,700 interpretive contacts
laade for r.onth.

Crocodile nests investigated.

Company considered possible television
site at IJaddra Ditches.

8,U07 patrol miles for month.

3,000-2allon i/ater tank trailer serviced •

A total of 2,000 acres burned Tdthin
park •

1A4, UaI, 5A1, and 5OAI, bid \ron by Ralph

E. iiills Co. Lou bid on Project 1A3
by Pouell Brothers.

3

3

k

h

h
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KEV; COilSIRUCTION; Concsssloners' Public Service Building,
Auto Service Station, and i.nrine Service
Buildine, MPS's Project II\2'6XL, Project
1A5, Project 1A6, Water Storage Ifeink at
PlaiainGo, Ifater System at Flaraingo, Sev/age

Disposal System at Flaningo, and Relocation
of Hell and Extension of Utilities at
Royal Palw,
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UIJITED STATES
DEPARTIEIIT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

P. 0. BOX 275
HOIESIEAD, FLORIDA

In reply refer to;

A2823

SUPERINTE^IDSNT'S MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL P/>RK

Aui^ust 1955

General

Ifeather Conditions ; Hot, hurnid ircather prevailed in August
id. til teEperatures v:ell above 90 degrees. Rainfall was scattered v/ith

considerably less than norwal precipitation in all areas except the

Royal Paid District, being I.26 inches belou average for the month.
Tlie vrater guage at Taylor Slough shov/ed the lowest xjater table on
record for the month.

Readings from stations vrere as follo\rs:

Royal Palw Station

Coot Bay Station

Taiuarai Station

Florida Bay Station

lV£.:i, Ter.ip. I'fean I-iix. ;i^lin. Temp ,1'fcan Min : Rainfall:

i 97° !:
92.80 1 67° 1 69.7° \ 8.28" i

: 9^:-°
1 92.0° ; SQ^ ; 70.7° • i^.6l" i

i 98°
'.

'> 93.2° \ 67° \ 72.0°
"

;
7.78" :

\ 93° i: 91.0° ;i 75° i 79.6° :;
1.5" i

Increase in Travel; A total of l8,33^ persons visited the
park during August. Ihis is an increase of 2.3/^ over the same month
last year. Ihe upward trend in yearly park visitation continues in
spite of heat; humidity; mosquito annoyance; road reconstruction
(betvrcen Florida City and the entrance to the park); and the closing
of the park road beyond Royal Palm District (v;hich stopped all fish-
ing traffic on the road). Everglades National Park is fast on its
way to becaaing a year around park.

Visitors ;

Hershel Glover, Superintendent, Fort Frederica National Itonuraent

Nancy Powell, feature tnriter doing an article for Holiday Magazine
Larry Witt, freelance photographer on assignment for Holiday
F. \J, Bittner, Project Leader, Plant Pest Control Branch, Uild

Cotton Eradication Project

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page One
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L, F. Curl, Assistant Chief, Plant Pest Control Branch,
Agricultural Research Service, VJashincton, D. C.

Dean Stout, EODC
Ross Sweeny, EODC
F. U. Cron, Bureau of Public Roads
J. L, Obenschain, B\.ureau of Public Roads

IJiscellaneous : Assistant Chief Ranger Lyle H. McDowell
was on military leave August 1^1-31 for training \r±th the Sixth
United States Fleet in tlie Mediterranean • ilr. ilcDovrell holds the

rank of Lieutenant Cori^ander^ USllR, and dioring the period of this

training was the Officer-in-Charge of all reservists from the Si:cth

llaval District and the senior reserve officer embarked in the USS

Harlan R. Dickson in charge of Reserve Training and Personnel.

During the period of the training cruise, visits were
nade to the French Riviera at Cannes, France, and to i^aples and
Rome, Italy.

Adiiinistration

Personnel ; L. 11, Po\7ell, V7AE laborer, De Soto National
Memorial, was terLiinaced effective July 31 • ilotice caiiie too late
to include it in the July report.

i^; Jack E* Lewis resigned effective August 11 to accept
a position with the Homestead Air Force Base.

De Soto lfe,tional Memorial \tq.s decoordinated from this office
and records for Messrs, Hopper, Hay\;ood, and Hughes irere transferred
to the Regional Office.

John F, Fava, Landscape Architectural Student Assistant
from the University of ISassachusetts, and Jean E, Olson, Landscape
/iTchitectural Student Assistant from the University of Iowa completed
their tour of duty at the park. Both were EODC student technicians.

Building Fire Protection ; Annual inspection and recharging
of all fire extinguishers was completed during the month.

Cooperative Activities

Cooperation with Other Federal, State or Local Agencies ;

2he figlit against the ilediterranean fruitfly continued through
August with rangers assisting officials of the U. S. Department of
Agriculture and the State Plant Board in projects in and near the
park.

District Ranger ITinte assisted Florida Highi/ay Patrol
officers in locating Jack Kelly, a Seminole Indian you injured in
an automobile accident near the Tamicjai Ranger o'cation.
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Ihe Collier County Sheriff and State Road Department
prison guards irere assisted by Ranger V/inte in a search for escaped
prisoners in the vicinity of to-llile Bend,

Interpretive Activities and Development

Interpretive Facilities ; ^e Interpretive Department reviewed
very coiipletely the exhibit plans for the FlainixiGo museum. IJhile the
plaiis MQve generally quite good a few minor chances were suggested.

Initial work on rewriting of the Giombo Limbo Trail labels
\J3.s begun during the month, Ue hope to develop netr plastic labels
before the irinter season begins.

Interpretive Services ; A girl scout group from Michigan
\Tas given a tour to Shark River abroad the park cruiser,

A regular schedule of the 2:15 p,m, talk on the porch of the
Royal Palm Station and the 3:00 p.m. guided nature xmll: was carried out
for the whole montii, A number of factors acted adversely upon the suc-
cess of the program; the long overdue summer rains; the heavy mosquito
infestation; and liglitning caused fires that took all available person-
nel, thus cancelling scheduled programs. Oppressive, humid air pre-
ceding storms caused many visitors to abandon all notion of waiting
for programs and instead to seek relief in the movement of the vehicle.

In spite of all deterrents, hoirever, a total of 3^tlOO
interpretive contacts irere made and 2,h6Q visitors listened to talks.

Ihree special talks irere given to civic groups: Rod and,

Reel Club, I-iiai:ii Civitan Club, Redland Lions Club,

Research and Observation : Four crocodile nests in north-
eastern Florida Bay that were checked frequently during the summer
by District Ranger Mrazek had not hatched at the end of the month.
Chief Ranger Hart, Ijrazek, and Biologist Robertson visited one of these
nests (Butternut Key) on August 31, exposed the top layer of eggs, and
opened one egg that had been damaged, Ihe egg contained a well-
developed crocodile embryo estimated to be about two weeks from hatching.

/in account of summer bird observations in the park x/as

submitted to Dr. Henry II. Stevenson (Florida State University) for
inclusion in Audubon Field IJotes .

District Ranger 1/inte reported observing 19 deer along the
7-MLle Tower Road,
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Operations

Status of Private Lands : Private property in the Madeira
Ditches area is bein^ considered as a possible site for a television
relay station by the /inerican atelephone and Telegraph Coripany.

Protection and Ran{:;er Service ; Eaxly and late patrols
T7ere made in the Royal Fain, Florida Bay, and Ibjaiami Distrists;
however, no unusual events were encountei'ed.

Throe cases were heard before the U. S, Coiianissioner

involving speeding and reckless drivinc. A total of ^50 in fines
vas imposed.

One raile of boundary was relocatec and sposted along the
east boundary betireen 'Jaldin and Bauer Drives. Land clearing has
reached the pari; betx/een these roads.

District Ranger Winte has been able to taake very limited
air boat patrols fror. the Loop Road due to lo\r water.

Patrol mileacre were as follows:

Motor vehicle h,^Wi-

Glades buggy 36
Boat 2, 911
Airplane 375
Airboat l-H

Total B7k)7

Maintenance : The 3*0C0-gallon ira,ter tanl: trailer \;as

received "out needs some adjustr.ents before being put into service.

Ml required hurricane shutters were coiopleted for the
Pine Island residences.

Fire Protection : Three statistical fires and two non-
statistical fires, ail caused by lightning, burned during the Konth.
A total of 2,000 acres idthin the park was turned. Tliese i/ere "out-
oi -season" fires i;hich under noraal conditjcns of rainfall and
water table would not have burned.

A new 300-gallon fire pur^per unit v/as received from the
Growers Enuipruent CoLiipanj'- having been built according to our specif-
ications .

EVERGL/\DES MTIOMAL PARK - Page Four





Design and Construction

Plans, I-'laps, and Surveys ; Ilr, J. L. Obenschain of the

Eiireau of Public Roads, Gatlinburg Office, vas at the opening of
bids on road sections 1A4, ^A1, 5A1, and 50Al, Ralph E. J-iLlls Co.

\:as the successful bidder with 0327,210.

Ivir* F. '7. Cron of the Bureau of Public Roads tiade an
inspection of the park road construction and opened bids for the

FlariiiiGo Bridge, Project 1A3. Powell Brothers submitted the lov;

bid of 0196,060.

Engineer Svreeny and Landscape Architect Stout of the

Eastern Design Office visited the area to discuss current and proposed
construction.

lleiT Construction ;

Everglades Park Co . Public Service Building. Piling has been
driven and the contractor is raaking preparations to pour the

pile caps.

Auto Service Station. Approximately 75yJ complete. Storage
tanks and piping for dispensing pumps are installed; pumps have
been delivered and major construction of the building; is complete.

Marine Service Building. No appreciable irork has been done on
it during the past month. It remains approximately QO^ complete.

National Park Service . Project 1A2-6A1, Flamingo to West Lal^e. Job
is 7S/J complete

.

Project 1A5, ^fest Lake to Nine l^iile Bend. Ihe job is 8% complete.
Ihe canal is filled and work is going on the second lift. Culverts
and headv/alls are 3OI' complete.

Project 1A6, Nine Mile Bend to Concrete Bridge. The job is 52^j

complete. Oolite embanlanent is 30^p in place. Overhaul of bor-
row is 5O/J complete and 62;j of contract time is gone.

Water Storage Tank at Flamingo. Bids vere opened on August 21.
Gifford Fabricators, Inc., of lienphis, Tennessee, were the
successful bidders tdth a price of 03O,3lO.

Water System, Flamingo. Bids were opened on August 31. Edelblut
Construction Co. of Ft. Myers, Florida, were the successful
bidders with a bid of 0^3> 395.^10.

E^TERGLADES NATIONAL PARIC - Page Five
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Sewage Disposal System, Flaraingo. Drairiiic Ho. I^-EVE-30^1
vzas reviewed and sent to the Eastern Office \rith cocments.

Relocation of IJell and E::tension of Utilities, Royal Pain
Ranker Station. Plan KP-EVE-2196 was prepared and approved
on August 29.

:' r ' / , r

George W. Fry ^
Acting Superintendent
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Suxnnary of tho Scptcpber 1996 Monthly i£irrative Report
for

EVERGLADES MTIOI^IAL PARK

i-ffiAII-IER: Hot humid weather brings out
hordes of Dosq.uitoes. Rainfall
belou normal.

TRAVSL: hh^k^j increase in travel as compared
to same month last year.

Governor Collins and party.

Fire training meetin^^ of U. S.

Forest Service attended "by

Assistant Chief Ranker,

One employee converted to
career appointment.

Another talk on Safety and First Aid
series given. One motor vehicle
accident.

Continued cooperation on Medfly.
Assistance to State in motor
accident.

VISITORS:

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:

PERSONMEL:

SAFETY MD HEALTH:

COOPERATION:

LEGISLATION:

INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES:

xlESEARCH i\KD OBSERVATIONS:

PROTECTION:

PIPE PROTECTION;

Pase

1

2

/)
p-,
f^
3̂

SpearfishinQ controversy continues.
State Land Use and Control Committee
created by Executive Order of Governor
Collins asks aid.

Limb rich in epiphytic life used as
terirporary exhibit.

Two species of birds neu to park
observation recorded.

li; miles of boundary relocated \n.th

markers

.

960 acres returned to County protec-
tion zone.

3

3

3

4
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PLAIIS, ilAPS, Cz SURVEYS: Grass seeds planted in
erioerinental plots

.

Pase

liEU COiJSSlUCTIOrl:

I

BPR and Concessioner
Projects goins well but
stop orders issued because
of rain to road construc-
tion.
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J) ^ reply refer to;

A2823
UI^TITED STATES

DEPARTl'IEMT OF THE INTERIOR
MTIOHAL PARIC SERVICE

EVERGLADES MTIOimL PARK
P. 0. BOX P.75

HOI'ESTEAD, FLORIDA

SUPERIinEM)EOT'S i>X)MTI-ILY NARFu^TIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATI !X^T,_ F ATJ^

September 195^

General

Weather Conditions : Hot, huaid vreather and shouers charac-

terized September, but average precipitation v/as below normal this

month. Ihe v/ater gauge at Taylor Slough, houever, stood at nearly
the same level as last year. Ihe ubiquitous mosquito brought out by
the shouers proved at times to be too much for visitors.

Readings from stations ^/ere as follows:

Royal Palm Station

Coot Bay Station

!Ifemiiami Station

Florida Bay Station

ihlax. Temp ;Mean hla.::,:I'Iin. Temp iMean Min; Rainfall:

: 92 ,: o5.5 : 5U : 70.5 ': ^.IB" :

i 92 '', 83.5 !

', 66 i 71.7 '
'. 6.U9" i

1 92 : 89.0 :; 69 :i 73.3 ': 6.60" !

; 93 -: 92.0
',

. 76 \ iQ.h \\ U.78" :

Increase in Travel : It has been difficult for the park staff
to adjust its planning and programs to the concept of an all year park,

but it appears that this must be done and done soon or next summer \d.ll

find the Service in difficulty. Slack seasons when operations could be
drastically curtailed, seasonal personnel terminated, and a "breathing
period" allowed are now a thing of the past. Total visitation \ie.Q

15,096 as compared idLth 10,4^5 the same month last year (a 4i<-.U^j in-
crease). Evaluation of this must take into accoxmt tvra important facts j

(1) State Route 27 to the park entrance ^Tas under construction and at
times almost impassable and (2) the park road beyond Royal Palm Station
ira,s closed.

5he necessity for a true count vrais recognized and special
effort \ms made by sample studies to deduct all but bona fide visitors
from the travel tabulation.
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Visitors : Governor LeRoy Collins of Florida and his Adminis-
trative Assistant Robert Fokes spent the Lc\bor Day xrcekend fishing in

the Cape Sable District of Everglades Hatitmal Park, i-bking up his
party were Editor of the Mj.ami Herald John Pennekamp; Everglades Park
Co. officials Robert Knn.ght, George Pegrari., A. M. Q^ler, and Allan
Kessler; and Assistant Superintendent Gecr^^e W. Fry with District
Ranger Clifford Senne. This i/as Governr;r Collins' first visit to the
park and the fish, roseate spoonbills, and four wild flamingoes co-
operated obligingly to add to his enjoyment of the area. The Governor
said it vTas the best outing he had ever had in his life.

Father Balduino Rambo, influential Catholic priest and teacher
of botany from Brazil, i/as here on invitation from the State Department
to tour the United States. He visited the park and spent 2 days studying
the plants and v/ildlife of the area.

Special Activities : Assistan-: Caief Ranger McDowell attended
a 3-<iay fire training Electing conducted by th'-ri Ls So Forest Service at
Caiiip Mc'uarrie in central Florida.

Adrninistration

Personnel: David 0. Karraker was converted to career appoint-
ment effective August 20.

Safety and Health : Another in a series of Safety and First
Aid talivs vTas conducted at the Pine Island shop xiith Service maintenance
personnel and Bureau of Public Roads employees in attendance. Ilie new
artificial respiration method and tlie use of the resuscitator were
demonstrated to the group.

One motor vehicle accident occurred durjng the month. A
Bureau of Public Roads employee, i;hile driving a Governijent vehicle,
collided with a bulldozer vp.thin the road construction area in the
park. Wo injuries v;evo sustained.

Cooperative Activiti es

Cooperation with Other Federal ar.d ?t?.te kcenct'^.r^: Continued
cooperation was extinded to the U. S7 Depar-~D^vro'"ox 'AT^^rTcu'-.ture and
the Florida State Plant Board in the extermination .project cf the Mediter-
ranean fruitfly.

Assistance xras rendered to Florida Highway Ritrol in a serious
motor accident which occurred along U. S. Highway ijl at a point near the
U0-i4ile Bend.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL IPARK - Pace TifO
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State and County Legislation ; Spearfishinc has been a
controversial subject in south Florida and i-in-r^?oe County recently
passed a laM to prohibit sp'^arfishing in ell of tact County. Ihe

Upper Keys Conservation >u.icil sent uz .-. letter asking support for

their stand against the iiriateur Atheleti Union w'lich rias sanctioned
spearfishine as a sport.

The Giairirai of the State Land Use and Coivvol Goirmission,

^Jercer Bror/n, asked us to aid them in the i3-»ve itory of state-otmed
lands, particularly meandered lake bottoms and tidol bottoms. Ttie

State Land Use smd Control Commission \ra.r created by Executive Order
of Governor Collim "to recommend policic^s and po^r.ible legislation
for the management (>f .itate lands in the public interest,"

Interpretive Activities and Developments

Interpretiv : facilities : Work is pron^^^sra-iG on the new
labels for the Gumbo Limoo 'frail. An artist has been employed by the

Everglades Natural History Association to slictch in backgrounds for
labels. It is hoped that such a background on hand lettered signs will
arouse greater interest in -fche labels.

A limb torn from a live oelz by a passing dragline was found
to be full of epiphytic plants. It was used as a temporary botanical
esdiibit at the Royal Palm Station.

Interpretive Services ; Self-operating interpretive devices
made most of the interpretive contacts during the laoauh of September.

Scheduled talk<5 were reduced to three times ireekly. Guided
v/alks ^iTere scheduled on three Sundays but mo'^qur'.to horde's forced a
cancellation of this program at the end o "^^.e :'non":J'^3 Tital interpretive
contacts vrere 39^1.39"

Research and 'bnervations : Observations toinrd the end of
the month brought a nu:i">3r of interesting records of fall migrant birds.
Hhese included records o:3 two species r.eii to the park: Sx/ainson's
i/arbler and the cevvJa^.r. Txrbler.

The veery and the snoi/y plover Vhr'i 3:^<:onr\ .records fo'? chs
park. Cattle egrets were seen at Ifeiylor Slough i-^nd at Flamingo.
Roseate spoonbills in considerable numbers wei*e in the Coot Bay-Flaiiiingo
area. Hiese concentrations included many adult l irds probably enrorte
to the nesting keys in Florida Bay.

EVERGLADES MTIOIJAL PARK - Page Three
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Operations

Protection and Ranger Service : Boundary markers were
relocated alonG the east "boundary for 1^- miles in the area south
of Lucile Drive. Signs stating "Glades Buggies and Airboats
Prohibited" were placed on the same posts as the boundary signs.

Patrol mileage for the four districts were as follov/s;

I-totor Vehicle 3,390
Glades Buggies 31
Boat 2,ii^5

Airboat 307
Airplane 210

Total 6,353

Landovmers were contacted to discuss fire problems along
the boundary of the park.

Fire Protection ; ITearly 9^0 acres of land, t/hich ^ra,s

formerly xiithin our fire zone ircre returned to the protection care
of Dade County. jDiis ^rlll exclude from our fire zone a large area
of pine forests and dwellings which was the source of several fires
in the past.

A map vrith azimuth circles and string reels iras constructed
for the Tcimiami Ranger Station. Ihis \i±ll aid considerably in locating
fire and dispatching fire crews in that district.

EVERGLADES MTIOIJAL PARK - Page Four
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Design and Construction

Plans, I-^ps, and Surveys : Engineering Student Assistant
Harold J. Ness returned to the University of Florida after completing
his tour of duty.

Traffic control sign needs on the park road were studied
and EODC advised.

Oolite rock dredged from Florida Bay and stockpiled in the

on-the-job housing area has been spread over the area.

Bermuda grass seed and sprigs and centipede grass seed v/ere

planted in experimental plots in salt laden marl in the southern end
of the park. Germination required is 7 to 10 days. Sprigs greened
up equally rapidly.

Ifei; Construction ; Highuay Project 1A2-6A1. Prime coat has
been applied to 2 miles of finished grade. One and one-half miles
more are ready for prime coat. Stop Order was given due to rains
effective September 10. The job is 835S complete and time consumed
was 92^j.

Project IA5. Oolite embankment is 95^/^ complete. Rough
grading of shoulders and slopes is 8ofj complete. All pipe culverts
installed and headiralls is 88yj complete. Stop Order \tq,s issued
effective September 10. Ihe job is 93/^ complete and tiijie consumed
\7as 39';j.

Project lAo. Oolite embanlanent is 3ofj complete. Rough
grading shoulders and slopes are 1% complete. Pipe culverts is

33/j complete. Stop Order \ia.s issued effective September 10. Ihe
job is 67'/ J complete and tir.ie consumed x/as 66';j.

Project 1AU-4A1-5A1-50A1. Oolite embankment is lQ.5'p

complete. Pipe culverts is 12''^j complete. The job is l6'p complete
and time consumed was 15.5/^»

Concessioner Projects - i-nrine Service Building. Instal-
lation of inside fixtures was begun.

Service Station. SC^j complete.

Visitor Center (Concessioner Section). Foundation footings
Is 50 /J complete.

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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V.lllTHER:

Summary ot the October 1956 Monthly Narrati/e Report
for

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARIC

Pall x/eather vrith rainfall
only a little below average
for month.

win. P

r^ -J-ir

(TlriKS

TRiWEL:

VISITORS:

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:

PERSOmiEL:

SAFETY AID HEAI,TH:

COOPERATIOIJ:

INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES:

INTERPRETIVE SERVICES:

Research and Observation;

PROTECTION:

FIRE PROTECTION:

PLANS, MAPS, SURFEYS:

NEIT CONSTRUCTION

Increase of 27.^^ over October

1955.

1^, and Mrs, Clarence Davis
and others.

Ifemy inspections this nonth.
Protection-Interpretation
meeting attended by Chief Ranger
Hart and Naturalist Cliristensen.

Park faced gro^/ing recruitment
problem.

Red Cross first aid course arranged.
Tiro minor accidents.

Ifedfly project still continuing.
State Department guest conducted
through park.

New signs for Cypress Head.

33^5^1 interpretive contacts.

Several unusual observations.
Anhinga Roost starting \ mile
beyond old roost site.

Patrols to check in illegal
activities in park. Patrol
mileage 8,5^9«

One statistical fire suppressed.
Fire breaks bladed.

Grading plan for Gas Station.

Work progressing on concessioner
projects and on park roads.
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D ^n reply refer to:

UOTTED STATES A2823
DEPARTl/iELIT OF THE IinERIOR

MTIOilAL PAHK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIOIiAL PARIC

P. 0, BOX 275
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

SUPERI1\T?EITOEIJT' S MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
October 1955~"

General

Weather Conditions; October brought some general rains to

the park but it was still belou o-veraQe for tlie r.onth. This ciakes a

continuous below-averace rainfall for all the months so far in 1956.

The over-all weather v/as pleasantly warm and conducive to

enjoyable park travel, and cooler autumn days forecast the advent of
winter

.

: I'iix. Temp I i'fean V3.X* :Min. Temp. . I^an Min. ; Rainfall:

J 91 ;

', 06.6 i 61 ;! 67.5 i.
h,k3" ':

! 91 1 86.8 ; 60 I 70.8 i

', 3.73"
':

i 9h •87.0 ; 66 '
! 72.1 !: 8.73" :

': 83 \: 83.9 :
\ 68 : 73 !:

8.1^7" i

Royal Palm Station

Coot Bay Station

Tamiami Station

Florida Bay Station

Increase in Travel : A total of 15,^^2 persons visited the
park during October. Tiiis is an increase of 2'J»k^j over tlie same month
last year. Except for tlie month of tiay, I956 so far has shovni a continuous
and surprising monthly increase in visitation for the park. All this is
happening v/ithout such attractions as fishing (trith the road still closed)
or even boat trips for bird lovers. Ihis is the figure that has come from
just average tourists who stopped by to "see what they can see" at the park.

Visitors ; Superintendent and Mrs. Julian C. Spotts, Jefferson
Ifetional E:ipansion Memorial National Historic Site

Alexandre Halot, photographer for the Belgium Ministry of
Education, here on invitation of the State Department.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Davis, Special Assistant to the former
Secretary of the Interior McKay.

Chuck LeBaron, photographer for the State llexrs Agency of Florida

EVERGLADES NATIOIiAL PARIC - Page One
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Special Activities ; Tom Ruffin of the Recion One Office came

to make a RC:T and B&U F£.intenancQ Inspection and to assist in preparation

of estimates.

Georce Carley, U. S. PuTdIIc Health Service, and Charles Cook of

the Florida Board of Health came to inspect the sanitary facilities and

plans for sanitation in the park. They objected to the planned sevraige

disposal system at Flamingo.

John Littleton, Interpretive Planner from EODC, \tq.s in the park

to study the interpretive plans for this park.

Messrs. Dean Stout and Donald I\!utt, also of EODC were here in

connection t/itli the park development program.

iir. J. L. Obenschain of the Gatljnburg Office of the Bureau of
Public Roads and I^ir. H. L. IXarner of the A lington Office of the same

bureau were doi/n here for the bid opening for Project 1A3, Bridge over

Flamingo. Iir. Turner \rill assume tlie duties of Mi-. Ilaygard, Supervising

Engineer for BPR projects in this park.

Chief Ranger Hart and Park naturalist Christensen attended the

Interpretation-Protection Conference held in the Regional Office. Travel

routes were planned to perViiit them to visit as many Service areas as

possible en route.

Superintendent Beard and Everglades Park Co. I^nager Robert
Knight attended the Florida V/ildiife Federation meeting at Ft. Lauderdale.

Administration

Personnel: Charlie I.ee Tillman ^-ras converted to conpetitive
status effective August 31

•

Ralph E. Miele, Fire Control Aid, \ia.s converted to Career
Conditional appointment effective October 15.

This month the park realized that it is now facing a serious
problem in recruiting qualified seasonal employees. Ihe rents in Homestead,
the nearest toxra to the iJark, are extremely high and married men ivho are
offered seav^onal appointments find it impossible to make ends meet because
of the general high cost of living in south Florida with no Government
quarters \rlth reasonable rates for their use. The park therefore looses
many qualified employees and finds it more and more difficult to fill those
positions.

Safety and Health ; Arrangements i^ere completed during the
month for an Airjerican Red Cross first aid course to be given for the
benefit of all park protection, inteipretation and maintenance personnel.
The course vdll ooraraence December 13

.
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H;o minor automol)ile accidents occurred with no injuries

sustained.

Building Fire Pi'otection ; All building fire equipment at
Coot Bay was inspected and serviced as required. Outside fire extin-

{juichers and hose boxes vrere painted.

Cooperative Activities

Cooperation vyith Other Federal and State Agencies ; The

District Ransers have continued their assistance to USDA and Florida
i'Jpdfly Control men, Medfly traps in the park have not yielded any
flies and are to be removed in November.

Mr. Alexandre Halot, photographer from the Belgian Mnistry
of Education, and sponsored by the State Department, was escorted
throughout the park by rangers v/hile on patrol. Ihe films taken by
I'ir. lialot are to be used in Belgium for educational purposes.

Interpretive Activities
^
and Developments

Interpretive Facilities ; Some work on interpretive facilities

and devices i/as done this month.

New signs with hand lettering on painted masonite have been
made for tlie Cypress Plead at Station 3» liiey ^-^iH ^e installed at the

first opportunity. Work is continuing on the new labels for the Gumbo
Limbo Trail. Plans have been fonnu3-ated for the development of the
xrilderness section of the Gumbo Limbo Trail. A reptile exliibit to be
contained in an easel-type exhibit box is being developed for the Anhinga
Trail.

Interpretive Services t Ihe TirLldlife show in the available
area of the x^ark was almost nonexistent and most visitors received an
inadequate park experience. Ihe Royal Palm Station iias manned afternoons
on Tuesdays and 'Ihursdays and all day on Sunday. The 2:15 p.m. talk was
given on those days. The guided walk along the Gumbo Limbo Trail v/as

discontinued because of hee^ry mosquito infestation.

Most of the 33>5^1 interjjretive contacts made during the month
vere made by self-operating facilities. Only 839 persons actually
listened to talks.

Research and Observation ; A number of unusual observations
vrcre recorded during the month. T\ro observation records of small dark
panther by Engineer MLkell, several records of melanistic sx/amp rabbit,
and an observation of a pair of flamingoes at ifedcira Bay and at Calusa
Key. These may be the same birds tliat have deserted Lalie Ingraham.
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Birds are "becinnins to roost at Taylor Slouch but are roosting
about one-nuarter mile north of the roost of former years. If the present
position is maintained, the evening spectacle of the Anhinga Trail roost
will be lost until the trail is extended.

Operations

Protection and Ranger Service ; Six intermittent night and early
morning boat patrols were made in the Florida Bay District to prevent or
detect illegal shrimping or cravrfishing in the park.

Althougli the water table for October t/as below the normal mean,

more \ra,ter v;as reported in the Tamiami District in October than in the

same month last year. This encouraged airboat travel in the areas in the

vicinity of the park boundaries couth of tlie 'lO-LIile Bend. Ihe occurrence
of water in the hunting area will, however, prevert aircraft from landing
and thus will discourage potential deer poaching and illegal hunting
practices. Frequent airboat patrols were made by District Ranger Winte.

Patrol mileage for October was as follows:

i'lotor Vehicle
Glades Buggy
Boat
Airplane
Air Boat

Total ---

Forest Fire Protection ; One 32-acre statistical fire iras

suppressed during tJie month. This fire occurred in the "Hole-in-the-
Donut" area of the park resulting from trash burning in the farm area.

The firebreaks around Pine Island and Long Pine Key Gravel Pit
\Tere bladed by grader for irinter operations. Ihe firebreak between the
Entrance Station and Lucille Drive was also graded except for certain
portions found to be too wet to irork satisfactorily. This latter portion
v/ill be redone v/henever conditions are favorable.

Three glades buggies and two fire pumpers were steam cleaned
and repainted in preparation for the winter fire season. The remaining
pieces of fire eciuipment will be placed in ready operation next month.

2,701
kOo

miles
II

II

II

i+92 t!

8,5^1-9 miles
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Design and Construction

Plans, Maps^ and Surveys : A grading plan v/as prepared for the
Concessioner's Gcxs Station at Flamingo.

Marl topsoil \:qlS placed on the oolite fill in the On-the-Job
Housing area at Flamingo.

lle\T Construction ; Water Distribution System, Flamingo: Work
started October 29.

Steel V/ater Storage Tanl^, Flamingo: Starting of construction
of this item has been delayed due to the reorganization of the Gifford
Fabricators, Inc., tiie loir bidder for the job.

Concessioner V/ing, Public Service Building, Flamingo: Approx-
imately 15;j complete.

i'4arine Service Building, Flamingo: Approximately 95/^ complete.

Service Station, Flamingo: Apxnroximately 90/'' complete.

Potrer House, Flamingo: 10^-» complete.

Park Road Fro.iects : 1P2-GA1, Flamingo to VJest Lake, Qjfo complete.

1A5, Vfest Lake to rJine Mile Bend, 93 /"j complete.

1A6, Nine Mle Bend to Conci'ete Bridge, 77 ^' complete.

lAij-itAl-5Al-50Al, East Park Boundary to Station I50/OO,
Parachute Key and Paradise Key Roads, 35/^ coinplete.

1A8, Concrete Bridge to Joree Hammock and IMiogany Hammock
Roads, i7ork just started and no percentage corripleted.

IA3, Flamingo Bridge. Bids opened October 21. Powell Brothers
wore low bidders \r±ih a price of i)lhh,332,'^0»

r'2..:.j'/y/y''^.y
Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent
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SuTTipgry of the Ilovein'bei' 1956 Monthly Narrative Report
for

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

^lEATHETv;

TRAVEL;

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES;

PERSOimL:

VISITORS:

lUTEl^PRETlVE FACILITIES:

INTERPRETIVE SERVICES:

RESEARCH MID OBSERVATIONS:

PUBLIC REIATIONSS

PROTEGTIQI^:

FIRE PROTECTION:

PLAII5, MAPS, Pm SURVEYS;

NEW CONSTRUCTION:

Ifoseasonably cold vieathex' and
rainfall very low,

7.3f^ increase over last year tjils month.

Evqyslades Natural History Associatiion
taken on "Shov; We" trip.

Seasonal men recruited.

tjE),^y pyoraif^ent visitor?*

A littlQ proG^^ess made to\/ard readying
interpretive plan for season.

Total intei'pretive contacts for month
yas 34,62$;.

Review of fire control policy. Roseate
spoo^lDilii^ returnine to nest.

ProGJ^ams civen before qivic minded groups.

Frequent patroi? made to check on deer
hunting

•

5-day Fire Control Training Conference
held.

ilcssrs. Cabot and Nutt of EODC here to

consult on Flamingo Development
contract, ^i^. Cron of BPR here about
construction of new pjark road.

Work progressing satisfactorily.

Page
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UIJITED STATES

DEPARTI/EIIT OF THE ULTERIOR
IIATIOIIAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGMDES IIATIOWAL PARIC

P. 0. BOX 275
HOiiESTEAD, FLORIDA

gUPERIIITEiroEIIT' S MOI^ITHLY NARRATIVE REPCBT
FOR~^

i;VERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
NovGDber 195(5

In reply refer to:

A2823

General

Weathey bonditions ; The irinter season set in this month v/ith

dry, windy and uiiseasoaably cold weather. All park weather stations
recorded less than one inch pf precipitation, an ominous sign of early
lowered water tables and a probable severe fire season ahead.

Royal Palw Station

Coot Bay Station

Taniiami Station

Florida Bay Station

; Ifex. Temp

: 89

as

85

Mean I'hx.

;

ai,3

31.2

80.2

78.7

Min. Temp

31

kl

k2

50

Mean Min.

58.6

60

65A

Rainfall

0.i*2"

0.13"

0.20"

0.60"

Increase in Travel ; A total of 15>93^ persons visited the park
during November. 1i>is i^^i an increase of 7»8'/j over the sane month last
year. .'

A press release of Eastern Air Lines pointedly tells how a
realistic business group like Eastern is preparing to meet the incredible
rate of increase in visitation. It is increasing its seating capacity
by more than 60^ of its present capacity starting December 1. deir
press release goes on to say:

"To handle the anticipated record flow of visitors this winter,
EAL airliners will land at, or take off from, f-iiami International
Airport on the average of one every nine minutes around the clock,
day and night. Ilaese scheduled flights alon^ i/ill have the capacity
to fly ir.oro than 11,000 Miami passengers a day, half of thep in low
cost aircoaches.

"Approximately 50 per cent of Eastern's seats x/ill be from
the north to Miami v;hile half idll be from here to the north, for
a combined total of 2,000,000 during the coming \7inter season.

* * * *

EVERGLADES PJATIONAL PARK - Page One
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"Eastern's current fleet expansion prosrain \Till double
the airline's carrying capacity "by i960."

This is the expansion prosrain for I^iarai of just one airline.
Ihat means that other transportation systems \7ill probably follow suit
in coiiiparable increases.

Vfe believe that this also means an expanded summer travel
program since it is not conceivable that the airline would inactivate
its nevr ejtpensive fleet coi^ipletely. Our problem v?ill be "Hovr to keep
ahead of the increased visitation?", much sooner perhaps than we e^cpected,

and it wa^ll be a problem.

Visitors ; Mr. and ¥xrs* Gebi*ge d. Blake, Superintendent of
toores Creek national l^Iilitary Park

Dr** and Mrs. Frank C. Cr^Lighead from Pennsylvania

Mr. G. B. Ra\7lins5> Forest Research Scientist, New Zealand

Mr. William Barnet, U. S, Representative-at-Large from Alaska

Mr. and ^i•s• H. Reese Smith, Region One Offiee

Mr. Fred H. Arnold, Regional Forester, Region One

Special Activities : The Everglades Natural History Association
vras shoxm the Flamingo i'USSIOW 66 project on their annual meeting. Ihe
Ranger personnel accompanied tlie group to explain the various activities.

Administration

Personnel ; Nine seasonal Fire Control Aids entered on duty
for the ne\7 fire season: Howard R. Copas, Roy S. Evenson, I'larvin C.

Hershey, R Iph C. Johnston, Charles J. Scott, Frank Cone, Charles M. Kinzer,
Stei;art Orgill, and Raymond Spruill. Ihe first five men had served in
similar positions here last year, whereas the latter four men are exper-
iencing their first employment in Everglades. All except one have had
previous e^gperience in other Service areas.

Mrs. Helen Jane Rea resigned her position as Clerk-Stenographer
to take care of a nevdy adopted baby girl.

^irs. Mary H. McCarthy replaced Mrs. Rea.

Mr. Linwood E. Jackson v/as promoted to Storekeeping Clerk.

Career conditional status were given to Linwood Jackson and
Maynard L. Hopfenspirger, and Claude E. Adside i/as converted to career status.
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Interpretivo
^
Activities and Developnents

Interpretive Facilities ; A little progress was made toward
readying the interi^retive plan for the winter season.

Interpretive labelr. \7cre placed at Station 3> Cypress Head.

The e>iiibit for bird identification, conipletely refinished, has been
vcinc called at the Anhinga Trail. VJork on the new Gumbo Limbo Trail
labels and additional easle e:diibits xor the Anhinga Trail proceeds
3lo\7ly.

Classes in natural history training for the Ranger Aid Girl
Scout Troop were continued on alternate Ifonday evenings during the month.
Subjects this month were Reptiles and amphibians and Prehistoric Men in
South Florida, Both subjects were presented by the Park Biologist, Dr.

Robertson.

Interpretive Services ; ^e total interpretive contacts for the
month vrere 3^*^25.

Research and Observations; The problem of fire control policy
for Long Pine Kqy pinelands was~reviewQd with Regional Forester Arnold
and a memorandum was prepared pointing out the threat of hardihood succes-
sion and requestiiig authorization for change of the policy of complete
fire exclusion.

A mimeographed summary of the six annual Christmas Bird Counts
taken in the Coot Bay-Flamingo area since 1950 was prepared for distrib-
ution to possible participants in tliis year's count. Efforts are being
made to improve coverage of the area so that the counts vd.ll yield a
bettor record of winter bird populations in this part of the park.

Roseate spoonbills had returned to their nesting keys in eastern
Florida Bay by mid-Hovember, but an aerial survey on IJovembcr 29 revealed
no herons or ibises in the vicinity of the East River and Cuthbert Lake
rookery sites, 'ihe majority of the wading birds in the headvrciters region
vrare using feeding grounds north of tlie headi/aters of Broad River. The
show of alligators, x/ading birds and marsh birds at Anhinga I'rail improved
steadily during the month.

Public Relations ; Several programs were given on Everglades
National Park at the request of influential civic-minded groups to e:cplain
the puii^oses and ideals of the National Park System and the Everglades
National Park.

Miami Beach Angler's Club
Leisure City Parent Teachers Association
Net; Comers Club
Historical Society of Souther Florida

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Pace Ihree
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Operations

Protection and Rancher Service ; One case uas tried before U. S.

CornriiisGionor involving a contractor's truck driver. He was charged with
driving \7ithout a valid operator's license and fined ijilO.

Ihe deer hunting season opened on Novemher 20. Frequent patrols
vxere made along the boundaries in the Royal Pain and Tamiami Districts.
Intarniittent plane flights vrcre made over remote areas near heavy hunter
GoncentrationG mainly in the Tamiami District. A check of vehicles during
early morning hours i/aa laade in the Royal Palm District during the first
fe\7 days of the season. Glades buggy and gun permits vrere issued to those
\;ishinG to hunt in the "Hole-In-lhe-Doughnut" area.

Five night and early morning boat jiatrols were made in the

Florida Bay District to investigate alleged commercial shrimping. Contact
was made on tvra occasions \rith a suspected violator shrimping near, but
outside, the park boundary.

fi •Patrol mileage is as follow;

^fotor vehicle 8,802
Seat 2,177
Airplane 835
Airboat k3h

Total 12,266

Fire Protection; A 5-^ay Fire Control Training Conference
consisting of lectures, equipment demonstrations, On-the-Job Training,
and a "Shovr Me" trip vias held from the 5th through the 9tli. All permanent
Protection and Miintenance pei'sonnel attended during the lecture periods
and fire extinguisher demonstrations on the 8th. All Fire Control Aids
attended the entire S-^iay training. Regional Forester Fred Arnold assisted
in this training conference and discussed fire probievas with members of
our organisation. We Mere most fortunate in having the professional
assistance of Mr. /U-nold during our training conference.

Letters were sent to all land earners imrdediately adjacent to
the park enlisting their aid in the prevention of fires.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page Four
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Design and Construction

Plans ^ I'kxpSf and Surveys ; 14- . John B. Cabot, Chief Architect,
and Iir. D, B, Ilutt, Structural Engineer, Eastern Office, Division of
Desi^jn and Construction, \7ere in the park in connection with the contract
for the Flamingo Area Development,

Mr. F. IJ. Cron, District Engineer, Bureau of Public Roads,

\;as also in the park in connection with the construction of the ne\i park
road.

Plans for Project lAk, bridge over Taylor Slough, were received
and approved by the Superintendent.

Plan 8003-B, Electrical Distribution System at Flamingo, vras

also approved by the Superintendent,

Hew Construetion :

Water Distribution Gystetn, Flamingo: Worl: 50^i complete.

Steel Hater Storage Tanl^, Flamingo: Gifford Fabricators,
contractor for this ^dh has gone into bankruptcy and a new contract is in
the process of being awarded to Har.aiiond Iron Works, Uarren, Pennsylvania.

Concessioner Wing, Public Service Building, Flamingo; Approxi-
mately 20/j coraplete.

I^irine Service Building, Flamingo: Appro:daately 98^0 complete.

Service Station, Flamingo: Approximately 95/^ complete

Power House, Flaijiingo: Ai^proximately 15/j corjplete.

Park Road Projects

1A2-6A1, Flamingo to West Lake - 83^^ coniplete

1A5, IJest Lake to Wine liLle Bend - 93fj coraplete

1A6, Iline i-lile Bend to Concrete Bridge - 85fj complete

1A4-HA1~5A1-50A1, East Park Boundary Station I50 / 00,
Parachute Key and Paradise Key Roads - 44</j complete

1A8, Concrete Bridge to Joree Hammock and Mahogany Hammock
Roads - 3/^ complete

1A3, Flamingo Bridge - Work not started.
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Summary of the DecemTjer 19^6 Itonthly Narrative Report

IJEATHER:

TRAVEL:

VISITORS:

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:

PERSONNEL:

SAFETY AND HEALTH:

COOPERATION:

PROTECTION:

FIRE PROTECTION:

IITOERPRETIVE FACILITIES:

INTERPRETIVE SERVICES:

RESEARCH AM) OBSERVATION:

PLANS, MAPS AND SURVEYS:

NEV7 CONSTRUCTION:

f)
2 ^^3

Page

1

for
EVERGLADES NATIOI^L PARK

I/iild dry weather. Drought continues
T-nLth steady drop in \7ater level.

27 #5?^ increase over December last year.

December proves popular month for
visitors.

House Subcommittee on Public Works

and Resources inspected park. 2

Promotion of Lyle H. McDowell. 2

Equipment Operator seriously injured. 3

USDA Wild Cotton Eradication crew at
work in park. U.S. Coast Guard marking
waten/ay from Flaningo to East Cape Sable. 3

Air and boat patrols instituted to

investigate alleged alligator poaching.
Ti,/o hunters apprehended. Stone crabber
arrested and found guilty of illegal
stone crabbing. Total patrol mileage 3
for December l4,607.

863,5 acres burned. 3

Work continues on Gumbo Limbo labels.
Plans formulated for self-guiding
boat trail. k

Niaturalist program increased for meet
seasonal needs. Total interpretive
contacts for mon'ch, 62,107. ^

i/ater samples sho\r diy season shift to more
saline conditions. 7th annual Coot Bay
Christmas Bird Count most successful so
far. k

Park road construction inspected by
Vx, Obenschain of EPR and Mr, Stout
of EODC. 5

Construction progressing satisfactorily. 5

EVERGLADES NATIOI\lAL PARIC - Summary Page One
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UNITED STATES

DEPARIMEIfr OF THE INTERIOR
rIATIONAL PARK SERVICE

In reply refer to:

A2823

SUPERIHTEHDEMT'S MOimiLY NARRATIVE RSPC^T
FOR

EVERGLADES MTIOML PARK
Deceaber 1957

THE ROAD TO FLAMEJIGO WILL BE OPENED TO THE PUBLIC I4ARCH FIRST

General

Weather Conditions ; The vreather "t/as nild trith the exception of
a cold snap toward the end of the month with temperatures in the high 30*

s

recorded at two stations. Dry v/eather prevailed, continuing the steady
drop in water levels v;hich have been below normal for the tine of year.
Ihe weather, hovrever, was conducive to enjoyable park travel and there was
a marked increase in visitation. ^

Royal Pain Station

Coot Bay Station

Tamiami Station

Florida Bay Station

:Max Temp : i^an Max. : Min Temp ; Ivfean Min. . Rainfall:

! 85 :\ 79.9 \ 37 ! 52.7 i

'. O.UV 1

i 8h i! 79.5 ; 38 ;: 56.2 :; 0.30" i

; 89 ', 8i.o ; uo «
1 58.0 0.17" !

! 82
',

79.2 :
•, k9 ;

', 66.1 ;

', 0.98" !

Increase in Travel : A total of 266,960 visitors entered the
park during the calendar year 1956. Ibis is an increase of 8?^ over 1955*
This increase continues despite the limited area available for visitor
use during the present period of road construction. It is presumed an
increase in visitation will occur when the road to Flamingo is open to
public travel as anticipated in March.

Visitation for this month was 25,031. Tnis is an increase of
27.5/^ over the same month last year and 65.2/ii over the preceding month.

EVERGLADES NATIOrlAL PARK - Page One
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Visitors:
I I III I I ^1

Dr. P. E. P. Deraniyagala, Director of the Ceylon I^iseuin, Columbo, Ceylon
Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Huber - i-fember of the Advisory Board
Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Warner-- Mei.:ber of the Advisory Board
Dr. and Mrs. Turpin C. Bannister—Member of the Advisory Board
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Masland, Jr. --Member of the Advisory Board
Dr. J. 0. Brew - I-fember of the Advisory Board
Dr. and Mrs. Henry Field of Coconut Grove, Florida
Dr. E. Raymond Hall-- l^ember of the Advisory Board
Mr. Fred Smith- -Chairman of the Advisory Board
Mr. Alfred H. Knopf - former member of the Advisory Board
Mr, Charles G. Woodbury—Collaborator
Mr. Thomas F. Flynn, Jr., Staff Assistant to the Assistant Secretary for

Land Management
Mr. Ben Thompson— Chief of Recreation Resource Planning, i)IPS, V/ashington

Mr. Ronald Lee— Chief of Interpretation, I'JPS, V/ashington

Congressman Charles A. Halleck of Indiana
Federal Judge Choate of Miami
Dr. Hugo Rodeck, Director of Museum, Ifoiversity of Colorado
Mr. and ifrs. Fred Truslow, Eational Audubon Society photographer
Congressman John W. Heselton of I'lassachusetts

Subcommittee on Public Worl:s and Resources, Coixiittee on Government
Operations: Congressmen Chudoff (Chairman), Hinshall, Knox, and
Fascell, Committee Investigator Perlman, and Coniraittee Attorney Lanigan

Special Activities ; Protection personnel attended the Adminis-
trative Training Conference on December 20.

The National Parks Advisory Board spent a day in the park,
enroute to a conference at the nev: Virgin Islands National Park. In
addition to other features of the park, their visit included a boat trip
and inspection of the Flamingo Development Project.

Ihe House Committee on Government Operations, Subcommittee oo
Public Works and Resources also inspected the Flamingo Project, They
vere especially interested with the progress of MISSION GS,

Administration

Personnel ; Asoistant Chief Ranger Lyle H. McDo\/ell v;as promoted
and transferred to the Region Five Office as Recreation Planner.

District Ranger lyirazek was moved to the Chief Ranger's Office
for in-service training preparatory to transfer to the Virgin Islands
National Park next month.

V/ilccr H. Wolkor and Joseph A. McConnell, Jr., entered on duty
and were assigned as seasonal rangers in the Royal Palm District.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - Page TV/o
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Safety and Health ; An equipment operator for one of the road

contractors was seriously injured when he v;as throvm from a Euclid and

rxm over by its rear ivheel in trying to avoid an accident. He sustained

a broken collar bone and numerous abrasions and contusions requiring

six weeks convalescence*

Cooperative Activities

Cooperation v;ith other Federal or State Agencies ; United

States Department of Agriculture Wild Cotton Eradication crews began
clearing a campsite at the old Roberts place vrcst of the Flamingo develop-

ment project. They e^ect to start operations early next month

#

U. S. Coast Guard crews began work on marking the waterv/ay

from Flamingo to East Cape Sable. By the end of the month, 8 day beacons

and two lights had been erected.

Operations

Protection and Ranger Service ; The entrance station was placed
in operation on the 6th and manned daily thereafter.

A combined air and bos,t patrol was made in the Lostman's-Broad

River area to investigate suspected ai.ligator poaching. Nothing of an
illegal nature vras discovered. Hunting pressure along the park boundaries
required frequent patrols by plane and vehicle in the Royal Palm and
Tamiami Districts.

A small light plane, i;hich had apparently been flying too low,

crashed in the northeast section of the park near the park boundary.
There v/ere no injuries, and only minor d;amage to the plane. The plane
was removed after several unsuccessful attempts.

Tvro men on foot, carrying loaded rifles, were apprehended emerging
from the park near the Tamiami Ranger Station. They were found guilty by
the Commissioner and each fined $300. Both fines were suspended.

A stone crabber v/as apprehended vn.th illegal stone crab traps
in the Florida Bay District. He \;as found guilty and fined $100, $75 of
t/hich vfas suspected.

Total patrol mileage for the month was l4,607: 10,137 "by motor
vehicle, 77 "by glades buggy, 2,l89 boat, 2,, 1^+5 airplane, and 59 airboat.

Fire Protection ; T\;o statistical and two nonstatistical fires
occurred during the month. A total of 863.5 acres burned, 0.5 acres of
\7hich vra,s in the park. The largest v/as the Palm Drive Fire which burned
860 acres and cost in excess of $1,400.

EVERGLADES IIATIOIJAL PARK - Page Ihree
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Interpretive Activities and Developments

Interpretive Facilities ; With the beginning of the busy visitor
season less emphasis was placed on construction of neu facilities and
self-Guiding devices. However, work on the new labels for Gumbo Limbo

Trail continues. Plans have also been formulated for the development of

a self-guiding boat trail along Turner River and Halfway Creek. A numbered
stake-leaflet system irlll be installed shortly, i'laterials have been pur-
chased for a nev; park map to replace the much battered mp at Royal Palm
Station.

Interpretive Services ; Travel to the park simng sharply upward
during the latter part of the month. With the addition of three ranger-
naturalists to the Naturalist force, a much expanded interpretive program
was presented. Royal Falm Station was manned daily and a schedule of
three nature walks and one afternoon talk was begin on December 22, 1956»
The first night prowl was held on December 26.

Mosquitoes continued to present a real problem to evening
interpretation at Everglades City. The Friday and Saturday campfire
programs have been cancelled until the mosquito problem abates.

The Ranger-Aid Training Program has been completed and the Girl
Scouts are now meeting the visitors and dispersing information on the
features of the Park.

Total interpretive contacts for the month v/ere 62,107*

Research and Observation ; Salinity tests of water samples now
being collected regularly at 11 localities in the pari: revealed data of
considerable interest showing a dry season shift to more saline conditions
in bodies of water near the coast.

Observations ; The 7th annual Coot Bay Christmas Bird Count was
held Sunday, December 30, 1956, with 33 observers afield from dav/n to dusk.
Coverage of the area by the 11 parties of observers was more thorough than
in most past counts and the count v/as the most successful yet held in the
region v/ith observers from -fche University of I^iiami, the National Audubon
Society and National Park Service cooperating.

A list of lh6 species (7 more than the highest previous total)
was recorded by the combined group, and a total count of about i+0,000

individuals. Rarities recorded included: 5 flamingos in Lake Ingraham,
hooded merganser in Bear Lake, 5 short-tailed hawks, 10 long-billed
curlews, roseate tern (second park record). Eastern Kingbird (first
park v/inter record), scissor-tailed flycatcher (third park record), 10
yellow-throated vireos (unusual in winter), 2 worm-eating warblers (second
winter record), yellow warbler, 2 Baltimore orioles, and 2 Lincoln's
sparrows (first definite park record). In addition, preliminary scouting
of the area recorded two species, water pipit and vesper sparro\i, missed
on the count day; both irere second records for the park.

EVERGLADES MTIONAL PARK - Page Four
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Design and Construction

Plans, t%ps and Surveys ; ¥sr, J. L. Obenschain of BPR District
Office in Gatlinburg made inspection of park road construction Decem-
ber 10, 11, and 12, and opened bids on December 13 for park roaxi sections
1A7, 3A1, llAl, and llBl.

Mr, Dean Stout of EODC made inspection of park road construction
December 11 and 12 and \7as present at opening of bids for section 1A7 of
the park road.

New Construction ;

Water Distribution System, Flamingo; V/ork 65/i complete.
Steel Water Storage Tank, Flamingo; Approximately 30/3 complete.
Concessioner V/ing, Public Service Building, Flamingo; Approx-

imately 22^3 complete.
Marine Service Building, Flamingo; Approximately 99/^ complete.
Service Station, Flamingo; Approximately 97/3 complete.
Power House, Flamingo: Approximately 20'Jj complete.
Pov;er System, Flamingo; Approximately 38/^ complete.

Park Road Projects; 1A2-6A1, Flamingo to West Lake - 83/ii complete.
1A5, West Lake to IJine I-'Iile Bend - 97/^ complete.
1A6, Nine Mile Bend to Concrete Bridge - 92/^ coniplete.

1A7, Station I50/OO to Joree Hammock - Bids opened December 13.
1A4, 4a1, 5A1, 50AI, East Park Boundary Station I50/ 00, Para-

chute Key and Paradise Key Roads - kf^o complete.
1A8, Concrete Bridge to Joree Hammock and I-iahogany Hammock

Roads - 11^ complete.
1A3, Flamingo Bridge - Work not started.

^yi.^^/''/)A'^^^'^ ^f

Daniel B. Beard
Superintendent

EVERGLADES NATIOI^IAL PARK - Page Five
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