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(F1CE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO.

of the September 1947 Monthly Narrative Report for

mgMMH IATIQHAL PARK

KSAfSRi

SPECIAL ACTIVITISSt

IN-SSEHCa TRAlHIHOi

INSP2CTI0HS*

Page

Average temperature* slightly above normal.
Above normal preolpitation recorded for
month. 1

Superintendent to Glacier; to Moran to
confer with Supt. McLaughlin; to Billings
to piok up members of sub-coramittee on
House Appropriation Cossaitteej took
members committee to Moisse, Montana.
Johnston to Salt Lake to obtain surplus
property. Joffe and LaKoue attend Tri-
State Yellowstone Park Civic Assn.
meeting at *est Yellowstone. Yellow-
stone school term started Sept. 2 1

Mammoth Sunday school children taken for
loop trip. Dude Ranch Directors meet at
Canyon Hotel, tfouse of Representatives
Sub-Committee on Interior Appropriations
members visit park. Wyoming State JSa-

ployment Service office in park closes. 2

Yellowstone Sfeekly Kews Letter issued
each Friday.

Davidson, Architect, Reg. 2, Supervisor
of Concessions Taylor, Superintendent
McLaughlin, Grand Teton, Assoc. Reg.
Dir. Baker, Park Planner Gratton, Chief
of Development Vint, Asst. Chief Forester
Cook, Reg. 2 Forester Barrows, Park
Ranger Lewis of Bryoe, Reg. Attorney
Mullady, Biologist Cahalane and Supt.
Preston of Mt. Rainier all visit park
during month. Also, Harry T. Gisborne,
Forest Serviee, John C. Gynn, Bureau of
i&itomology and Robert KIrkpatriek, U. 3.

*?eather Bureau.
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PLANS, MAPS AJID

SURVEYS t

G:J]fc3RAL PUBLICITY:

COMPIAISTSt

MAIUT ^lAUCiS*

CONSTRUCTION*

Surveys started for water system at
Canyon and additional topography at
Thumb. Plans prepared for employees 1

residences and revised seating arrange-
ment Old Faithful Araphi theatre.

Pre 8 8 release sent out on August travel
figures. Total 61,000 Yellowstone
broadsides received. Only 90,000 1947
broadsides to be furnished park.

Only U written complaints received
during month exclusive of general
criticism of conditions by a seasonal
ranger.

Many men lost to road orews due to
opening school.

Seal coating east entrance road completed
and on sections Mammoth to Madison
Junction and Gallatin seotion. Red
Lodge-Cooke road closed by snowstorm on
Sept. 10. Repair log barriers Pishing
Bridge campground carried on. Seat
logs for 0. F. Amphitheatre cut and
hauled in. aiast entrance ranger station
and checking station painted on outside.

Old Faithful-tsa Lake section nearly
complete. Sec. C, Moran to Yellowstone
approach well underway. Bids rejected
for Proj. 1-F3, <*U» Canyon Village area.
i&nployees 1 residence No. 2 finished and
occupied. Building No. 3 ready for
occupancy soon and lining of interior
walls House Mo. 4 to begin soon. jJxoa-

vations made for basements for two new
houses to be built at Mammoth.

Paj

C0HC.3SSI0K3R3I

iNT3RpRi#iV4 smicm

Closing dates for various operations
enumerated. Some facilities at Lake

and 0. P. to operate as long as weather
conditions permit. Automatic sprinkler
system at Canyon 60^ complete; 0. F.

Inn 20$ complete.

Interpretive services in effect through-
out month. Hikes and talks terminated
by September I4.

ii
Wlowstace
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ram ACTIVITIES
nnoiKrsiwi

—

KBSSARCH am

Norris, Madison and F. B. museums closed*
0. F. and Mammoth museums to remain
open until Oct. 15 . Indian arrowhead
and other artifacts turned into museum.
Sxterior F. B. museum painted.

Renovation work started on 0. F. museum.

Dr. Stanley continued study old shore
line Yellowstone Lake. Messrs. Truesdale
and Foster completed studies on gravel
deposits. McMillan completed intended
field work on moose. Messrs. Lord and
Pancake determining intensity of gamma
rays given off by radioactive elements.
White studying chemical characteristics
in waters of hot springs and geysers.
Two collecting permits issued during
month. Specimens of fire opal found at
Heart Lake Geyser Basin. Considerable
work done on Yellowstone Place Name file.

5

6

IHCR3AS3 OR DSCRSASii:

is rami

VISITORS j

Observations indicated for activity of
Giantess , Vault, Lion, Lioness, Big
Cub and Beehive geysers and Opal Pool.
Activities in Norris Basin and Mammoth
terraces continued without any unusual
changes occurring* 7

Tabulation showing visitors and vehicles
for 19i4.7 as compared with 19^6. 7

Mew travel record established with

932,503 visitors, l^.l^/* over 191+6.

3pecial visitors included Senators
Gurney, iSllender and Butler; Congressmen
Jensen, Sohwabe, Fenton and Riehlman;
also, William Dey&rmand, Secretary to
Congressman Jensen; Hugh Brown, Secre-
tary to Sen. Butler; Gen Wei of China;

Lambert Pickard, head of French Govern-
ment Potash Syndicate; Salter Howe,
Franch Potash and Importing Company;
Jack Bugas, Vice Pres., Ford Motor Co.;

John #• MoCabe, bpeoial Employee, U. S.

Capitol; Fairfield Osbom, Pres., N. Y.

Zoological Society; Richard Riedel,
Liaison Office, U* S. Senate and Terry
C. Drinkwater, Pros., Western Air Lines* 8

iii



• -

. :

bah:- , t<5

-

J8EJT:.

aoi\

.

• £0*ff

I

S «on»K ©o.«I ,:

I tcrod-Bw

.

8«l0X

.••%0

,!vt:' . I . Oil.



fcUTGSR SSRVICSj

FOLIC 3 HtOTSCTIONi

WILDLIFS AND PISH
mvmil ACfiTTTTiss.

BIGHORN:

BUFFALO*

Hours of ohecking stations changed on U+th.
All seasonal rangers re leased by end month.
Transfers of permanent rangers to winter
stations largely completed by end month.
Rangers engaged preparing patrol cabins for
winter use and other neoessary field -work.

Two rangers assigned Thorofare for hunting
patrol; occasional patrols made to
Hellroaring and Slough Creek sections*
Three patrol cars continued limited opera-
tions. Hay operations completed Sept. 11.

373 tons hay cut. Stopped collecting
entrance fees close Sept. 30.

Sight cases brought before U. S. Commissioner.
£160 in fines assessed.

Seven personal injuries from bears reported.
Two property damages recorded. Sight bears
killed. Estimate of bear populations 3&0
blacks and 200 griszlies.

Sixteen Bighorns seen on Mt. Washburn.
Downward migration expected early October.

About 200 buffalo frequenting Lamar Valley.
Bands seen in Old Faithful and Hayden
valleys. Signs noted in Bechler area and
on Pitohstone Plateau and Snake River areas.

Jags

9

9

J

3LK?

Plans made to reduce buffalo herd in Lamar
River area to about 230. Requests for -|5

live buffalo received, remainder to be
slaughtered. 10

Some migration in higher areas but little
in Mammoth-Gardiner areas. Few elk reported
in hunting area north of park. Hunting
season opens Sept. 15 • Meeting Absaroka
Conservation Committee scheduled October

hm5 during which recommendations to be made
for season's hunting kill. 10

MOOS^:

PROMGHORN*

Several areas adjacent to park open to moose
hunting on special permit. Number already
taken by hunters. 10

Sharp increase in antelope in Gardiner-
Stevens Creek area. About 20 still in
Lamar area. 10

iv

JMkwBtcxMi Pack. Wyoming.
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BANGS STUDIES Rang© study report for Absaroka Conservation
Committee meeting completed. Reproduction of
browse almost nil in case aspen and willow
bushes serious retarded. Douglas Fir shows
si^ns overuse.

Page

10

FISHING AND FISH
fIaKTIBgT

FCK3ST FIR 2

Pb6tacTT3NT

Fish planting completed for season. Madison
Siver closed Sept. 3^j other waters open
until Oct. 15. 10

lit. Y&shburn lookout closed Sept. 17. All
fire control aids but one terminated by
Sept. 26. 10

Cook, Barrows end uisborne discuss forestry
matters, electrical division started another
telephone line from inter Creek to Mammoth.
All remaining accessories for surplus fire
trucks received. Fire equipment brought to
Mammoth fire cache for winter* Fire cost
summary sheets for forestry requirements
submitted. 11

US3CT AND TR1S
dissas^tt

WHITE PINS BLISTI3R

Aerial survey over southern portion park
scheduled 17th and 18th postponed due unfavor-
able weather* Conference concerning problems
of oontrol work in Teton Park, Teton Forest
and Jackson Hole Monument and aerial and ground
reconnaissance work in Yellowstone held in
Jackson Sept. 19* Plans made for plane observa-
tions. Observations made from plane Sept. 15
near southern Yellowstone boundary did not
reveal any serious condition. 11

Active ribes eradication discontinued Sept. 6
and all but 7 employees terminated. By close
season 2/3 Ht* 'tfashburn unit received initial
working. Complete report to be prepared. 11

Survey of Mt» Washburn unit completed and
estimate made for continued work in Mammoth
area. 12

WOOD CUTTING
WBsarmr

l/Vood contractor continued operations
throughout month. Fivs man crew cut wood
for winter use at ranger stations and Mammoth. 12

ACCIDENTS: Eight motor vehicle accidents reported during
month. Government truck involved in one

accident. Mrs. Davis kicked by horse and
suffered broken leg. 12

..one Pads, Wyoming.
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PgffQBIBL i
Charles Puller transferred from Grand
Canyon* Stanley R. Jackson resigned.
Victoria N. Kurtz on sick leave pending
resignation. 12

MISCSLIANiSOUS: Son born to Portland, Oregon, couple but

did not live. Daughter born to Dr. and

Mrs* demons. 12

Former park raa ger Lee Cottrell died Sept.

19« Mrs. Margaret Burney died in Chicago
Sept. 22. Frank Sebastian, park employee,
died at Tellowstone Lake Sept. 25* First
winter meeting Federal iSmployaes Union held. 1J

<- ..- WX**W* lOOBS*



!

-

-

J

-

•fan ' ;

£1 • j

<•«»**• *W , i|



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO.
-FICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

October 8, 19^7

.

MSMCRAffiJUM for the Director.

Following is the roport of activities for Yellowstone National Park
during the month of September 19U7»

Heather Conditions . The average tempo raturos for the month at Mammoth
Here slightly above normal with only five days with below freezing tempera-
tures being recorded. A maximum temps rature of 85° "was recorded on the 2nd
and a minimum reading of 25° occurred on the Ujth. Above normal precipita-

tion of 2.73* was recorded for the month as compared with 1.90" in l$tij£,

1.92" in 19/43, 1»9U" in I9kk end 0,70" in 191*3 • The precipitation was about
evenly distributed throughout the month with two snow storms occurring, the
first on the 3rd and the second on the 17th. All the snow melted in a few
days after falling except at the higher elevations but this had disappeared
by the end of the month. Sight days were clear, 12 partly cloudy and 10

cloudy.

Special Activities. Superintendent Sogers accompanied Supervisor of

Concessions Taylor to Glacier national Bark on September 1, returning to

the Yellowstone on the 4th with Mr. faylor. A trip was made on September 17
to the south entrance and Koran to look ov^r progress on the south approach
Voad and to confer with Superintendent McLaughlin of Grand Teton Rational
Park. On the 22nd a trip was made to Sillings to meet members of the House
of Representatives Sub-Comaittee on Interior Appropriations and bring them to
the park. He returned to the park with the party on the 23rd and accompanied
the group en the 26th to Missoula and on the 27th to the National Bison Range
at Moisse, Montana, returning to the Yellowstone that evening.

Assistant Superintendent Johnston, accompanied by Chief Engineer
Wohlbrandt and Master Mechanic Robinson made a trip to Salt Lake City on
September ll*. to obtain surplus property, returning on the 18th.

Assistant to the Superintendent Joffe and Chief Ranger LaHoue attended
the fall meeting of the Trl-State Yellowstone Park Civic Association at
Hoot Yellowstone on the afternoon of September 27* Chan Libbey and Kendall
Steeves of Livingston, Montana, were elected President and Secretary,
respectively, for the ensuing year.

The Yellowstone Park school term started on September 2 with Mr. Tom
Sills teaching the upper grades and Mrs. Alberta Stebbins the lower grades.
With the opening of school a very crowded condition existed, there being t$3

pupils in the two classrooms. Each family having children in sohool was
assessed $16 for the first month of school.
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The Mammoth Sunday School group of children wae treated to a trip
around the park on September 13 . The buses for the trip and lunch at the
Old Faithful cafeteria ware donated by the Yellowstone Park Company.

The regular fall meeting of the Directors of the Dude Ranchers Associa-
tion was held at the Canyon Hotel on September 6. Superintendent Rogers,
Assistant to the Superintendent Joffe and Chief Ranger LaNoue attended the
meeting and evening banquet. The annual convention of the organisation is to
be held in Boseman, Montana, October 26-29 •

Congressman Ben F. Jensen of Iowa, Chairman of the House of Representatives
Sub -Committee on Interior Appropriations, and two othar members of the committee,
Congressmen George B. Schwabe of Oklahoma and Ivor D. Fenton of Pennsylvania,
with Mr» Jensen's seoretary, William L. DeySrmand, arrived in the park via the
northeast entrance on September 23 and spent the 24th and 25th acquainting
themselvas with the park and its problems. Jdwin Blout and Ralph "illiams,
Reclamation Service officials, wiere driving the party on their official
inspection tour of the northwest.

The Wyoming Stata inployment Service closed its office at Mammoth on
September 11.

In-Service Training . The weekly Bews Letter, designed to keep park
employees informed of happenings in the park and Service, was distributed each

Friday. This publication is being vary well received and it is believed meets

a need for keeping employees adequately informed.

Inspections . Halssy M. Davidson, Architect, Region Two, was in the park
from September 1 to 7« Supervisor of Concessions Oliver G. Taylor returned
to the Yellowstone from Glacier on September U and left the following day for

the west coast. Superintendent McLaughlin of Grand Teton National Park was a
visitor in the Yellowstone on September 5 to confer with Supervisor of
Concessions Taylor. Howard B. Baker, Associate Regional Director, Region
Two, and Weldon Gratton, Park Planner, Region Two, stopped over at Mammoth
for "fee night of September 6 on their return from Helena to Omaha. They left
the following day via the northeast entrance. Thomas C. Vint, Chief of Develop-
ment, who arrived in the park on August 25, departed on September 7 for Glacier.

L. F. Cook, Assistant Chief Forester, was in the park from September 10 to 16,

entering and leaving via the north entrance. Harry T. Giatborne, In Charge,
Division of Fire Protection, U. S. Forest Service, Missoula, was in the park
from September 10 to 12 on fire fighting cooperation matters. Maynard B.

Barrows, Forester, Region Two, arrived via the east gate on September 11 and
departed via the same gateway on the 18th. John G. Lewis, former Yellowstone
Park ranger and now at Bryce Canyon, was a visitor on September 12. John C.

Gynn, Pathologist, Blister Rust Control Office, Bureau of Entomology, Spokane,
^shington, returned to the park on September Ik and ueaained until the l?th.
Robert Kirkpatriek, U. S. Weather Bureau, Boise, Idaho, in September 17 to
discuss the furnishing of weather reports. Christopher C. Mullady, Regional
Attorney, "Region Two, in north September 2Jj out north 26th. Victor H.

Cahalane, Biologist, NFS, Chicago, in September 29 to attend the meeting of

2
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the Absaroka Conservation ConEaittee. Superintendent John Preston and Mrs*
Preston, Mt. Rainier national Park, arrived in the Yellowstone on September 50
for a visit enroute to their home in Colorado on vacation*

Plans, Waps and Surveys * Surveys were started on proposed gravity line
water system for Canyon and for additional topography at West Thumb* Plans
were prepared for revision of employees' residence, Y5L-2192, and revised
seating arrangements for Old Faithful amphitheatre, YlJL-2199* miile Chief of

Development Vint and Supervisor of Concessions Taylor were in the park it was
determined that it would be advisable to find a more suitable area for the
facilities which are now planned for the West Thumb area. An attempt will be

made to have ground surveys of the area made this fall so that planning can
continue for the area as the concessioners are anxious to begin construction
in the spring if arrangements can be made at that time*

General Publicity * A press release on August travel was sent out on
September 1 and the comparative travel figures for Augmat were released on
September 2* Three thousand two hundred Yellowstone broadsides for 1947 were
received on September 3» 2,900 were reoeived on September 10, 20,000 were
received on September 19 and 16,000 on September 30, making a total of 61,000
received to the end of September. Only 34.000 remained by the end of the
month. It was discouraging to learn from a memorandum received from the

Director's office on September 4 that only 90,000 copies of the Yellowstone
broadside for 1947 was to be furnished the park, with 10,000 additional
copies to be furnished the Director's Office* The Yellowstone supply will
not nearly meet its needs as sons 283,320 oars entered the park during the

1947 travel year* It has been neoessary to refuse copies in response to the

numerous requests received from Chambers of Commerce, Commercial Clubs,

Tourist Bureaus, Automobile Clubs and other agencies dispensing information
to the traveling public which were on hand prior to the receipt of our 1947
supply and it will not be possible to send out any copies from the park
before the next season starts, except in response to requests from individuals
for information on the park*

Complaints . Only four written complaints were received in the park
during ihe month, one from a Naval Officer requesting a refund of the entrance
fee and commenting on the manner the ranger in charge of the station portrayed;

another complained of the shortage of accommodations, another on the bus fare

from West Yellowstone to Old Faithful and the fourth on the attitude and
discourtesy of concessioner employees. Proper action was taken where it was
necessary. Another complaint from a seasonal park ranger making numerous
allegations concerning Mr. C. A. Hamilton, his store operations in general,
particularly at flfest Thumb, together with miscellaneous criticisms and charges
against park conditions, policies and personalities was being investigated and
a full report is to be submitted.

Maintenance* With the opening of school many of the laborers and s<

truck drivers and grader operators were lost to the maintenance crews* It

was necessary to combine some of the road orews in order to have workable
crews. At the end of the month maintenance orews were located at Mammoth,
Gallatin, Thumb, Lake, South Forest, and at Eock Creek and Beartooth on the
Red Lodge-Cooke road. One special crew at Old Faithful is engaged in repairing

3
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guard rails and side-walks. Seal coating of 3s miles of the east entrance
road was completed, 3 miles on the Mammoth to Madison sections and $j$ miles
on the Gallatin section. Heavy patching oontinued to take most of the time
of the maintenance crews.

The Red Lodge-Cooke road was closed for about 30 hours by a snowstorm
on September 10. During the same storm three inohes of snow fell in Sylvan
Pass and 5 inches at Craig Pass. Snow plowing was required at each place.

Additional work on repairing of log barriers at the Fishing Bridge camp-
ground was earried on. Seat logs for the repair of Old Faithful amphitheatre
were cut and hauled to the amphitheatre location. The east entrance ranger
station and checking station were painted on the outside*

Construction . Project 1-D1, D-J, bituminous surfacing, Old Faithful to
Isa Lake, under contractor McLaughlin, Inc., is neatly complete. The only
work remaining is the obliteration of some old roads and general clean up.

Final inspection of the project is to be made the week of October 5-10.

Project Moran to Yellowstone approach road, Section C, under contract to
McLaughlin, Inc., is well underway. Practically all of the clearing is

completed and the material stacked for burning in the center of the road.
Placing of a cofferdam at one of the bridge piers on the Snake fiiver bridge
is underway and the contractor plans on completing the concrete work this fall.

The equipment the contractor has moved on the job to date is in very good

condition.

The bids opened on September 11, at Cheyenne, for Projeet 1-F3» GU,

grading and base surfacing. Canyon Village area, were considered excessively
high and wero therefore rejected. Some investigation will be made regarding
more economical arrangements for embankment borrow for the project*

No active construction projects are underway under Minor Roads and Trails.

Temporary residence for employees (Drawing YiSL-2192), building No. 2,
has been finished and occupied. Building No. 3 will be ready for ocoupancy
as soon as the floors have been laid, the wood trim (being placed) and interior
painting underway completed. Lining of the interior walls will begin soon in
house No* if*

In accordance with arrangements by conference and discussions with
members of the Regional Offioe and Chief of Development Vint excavations have
been made for the basements of two new houses which will be built at Mammoth,
using the same plan YiiL-2192.

Concessioners . The Lake Hotel was closed on September 1 while the Maaaaoth

tourist cabins and swimming pool and the Thumb cabins, cafeteria and boat house
were closed on the 2nd. Camp Roosevelt, Old Faithful, Canyon and Lake lodges
closed on September 5* The Mammoth hospital closed and saddle horses were
discontinued at Old Faithful, Canyon and Mammoth on the 10th. Old Faithful
Inn and Canyon Hotel, as well as the Canyon tourist cabins and cafeteria,

k
JTeUowrtooe fact, Wyauuaft.
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olosed on September 11 while bus and telegraph service were discontinued on
the same date* Also on idle same date the railroads ceased regular service
to the various park gateways and airplaas service to West Yellowstone was
discontinued. The Mammoth and Canyon repair shops were closed on September 12
and the Pishing Bridge boat house on September 15» Haynes, Inc. olosed "t&eir

Canyon store on September 19 and their Tower Palls store on the 20th, Mrs*
Pryor*s Canyon store was closed on the 20th. The Mammoth Hotel and the Pryor
Coffee Shop at Mammoth ceased operations on September 26. The Pishing Bridge
tourist cabins and cafeteria and the Hamilton store and the repair shop at

Pishing Bridge all olosed en September $Q, The tourist cabins and cafeteria
at Old Faithful will remain open until October 15 while the Hamilton general
stores and service stations at Lake and Old Faithful will remain open as long
as weather conditions permit. The general store and service station at Mammoth
will remain open throughout the winter to take oare of local residents.

The work on the installation of automatic sprinkler systems at the Canyon
Hotel is progressing satisfactorily and approximately 6Q# completed as of
September 30. The contractor expects to complete the Installation this fall

except in the lounge and some of the storage rooms. At Old Faithful Inn the

installation was approximately 20% oomplete as of the end of September* It

is anticipated that about 35$ of the installation will be completed this fall.

This will inolude the lobby and east wing of the building*

Interpretive Services . The interpretive services of the park were in
effect throughout the entire month with the gradual tapering off of all activi-
ties* Hikes and talks were terminated at all stations by the li+th of September*
Museums were kept open and at the close of the month people were still being
admitted to the Mammoth and Old Faithful museums*

Museum Activities and Sxhlbits . The Norris Museum was closed on September
6 as was also the Madison Museum. Pishing Bridge Museum closed on September 16*

Naturalist services at Old Faithful terminated with the release of the last
seasonal park ranger naturalist on September 26* Naturalist services at the

information desk in the Mammoth Museum closed on September 21.

The Old Faithful and Mammoth Museums are still open daily for visitors
without personnel manning the information desks. It is anticipated that both
of these museums will continue in operation until about October 15*

A fine Indian arrowhead was found along the Madison River on September U4
by the Chief Park Naturalist and has been accessioned for the museum* In
addition Park Ranger Naturalist George D. Marler turned in t© the museum arti-
facts found by him during the past season*

The exterior of the Fishing Bridge Museum was painted during the month
and there still remains much work to be done on the interior of this building
and also the Fishing Bridge Museum cottage*

Shutters have been placed on all of the closed museums and the exhibit
cases covered for the winter*

5
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The renovation work on the amphitheatre at the Old Faithful museum was
started about the 22nd of September and it is anticipated that before the
weather becomes too severe this project will be completed.

Research and Observation . Dr. George M. Stanley continued his study of the
old shore lines of Lake Yellowstone through the major part of September and
left Yellowstone for Axisona about the 27th of the month. He plans to return
again next season and continue his work* It is possible that the National Park
Service could help Dr. Stanley appreciably by securing for him a collaborator-
ship appointment*

Messrs. Truesdell and Foster of the United States Geological Survey who
were studying the gravel deposits of Yellowstone Park left the park about
September 2 after having completed their studies of the area* It is antici-
pated that a report will be forthcoming from them sometime during the winter.

Mr. John F. McMillan who is a research collaborator and has been doing
reaearoh work on the ecology of the moose completed the field work he intended
to do this year and left for the University of Michigan the forepart of
September. Mr. McMillan plans to return to Yellowstone and continue his
research work next year. If sufficient field data has been secured this year
Mr. McMillan hopes to return as a seasonal park ranger naturalist during b<$L$

and complete his research during his off duty periods.

Messrs. Arthur Lord and 3van Pancake, research scientists for the Texas

Company, made a series of readings with a Geiger~M«uller detector to deter-
mine the intensity of gaiana rays given off by radioaotive elements. These
tests were made on the Mammoth Hot Spring terraces, the Norris Geyser Basin,
Loner Geyser Basin, and the Upper Geyser Basin.

Mr* Donald ^. "'Shite is spending several days in the Borris, Lower,

Midway, and Upper Geyser Basins studying the chemical characteristics of the
waters in the hot springs and geysers. Mr. /nhite is a geologist representing
the United States Geological Survey. He has been making extensive studies

of the Steamboat Springs in Nevada and his work here is for the purpose of
gaining further knowledge about thermal contents of waters.

Two collecting permits were issued during the month. One was made to

Mr* Donald 3. #iite of the United States Geological Survey for collecting
water and mineral samples in connection with the research work being done by
him, and the other was to Mr* Evan Pancake for samples of mineral specimens
to be used in connection with the radioactive study he is making*

On September 5 the Heart Lake Geyser Basin area was visited and in one

of the solfatara areas there specimens of fire opal were found* These have
been added to the museum collection* The original discovery of the presence
of tills mineral was made by seasonal park ranger naturalist William B* Sanborn.

During the month considerable work has been done on the Yellowstone Park
Place Names file. This card file is being assembled in one combined unit in
the visible card file cases which we secured from war surplus. Upon com-
pletion of this project the Place Names file will be a very useful and

te&rnstone fax*. Wywung.
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worthwhile tool. There still Beads to be done sauoh work on this project,
especially do we need to add to all of the Place Kams cards a brief statement
as to the origin of the name since that is one of the questions that is

constantly asked*

In the Upper and Lower 'Jeyser Basins the geyser activity has continued to
be an object of unusual interest. The Giantess Geyser has not erupted during
the month but has been very hot and virtually on trigger edge. This geyser
probably would erupt were it not for the continued intermittent erupting of
the Vault Geyser which is constantly dissipating away the energy which might
otherwise bring about an eruption of the Giantess*

The Vault Geyser during August virtually washed away the asphalt walk
and in September extensive repairs were made and drainage channels developed
down which the water coming from the Vault Geyser now flows.

The Lion, Lioness, and Big Cub Geysers have continued to erupt inter-
mittently during the month and the Beehive had recorded for it a total of li+

eruptions for September. There was undisputable evidence on two occasions
that this geyser had been soaped since the remains of brown paper sacks with
soap still in them were found in the vicinity of the geyser following its

eruptions. The majority of the eruptions observed, however, were undoubtedly
perfeotly normal activity for this feature and are a direct evidence of the
apparent increased intensity of action in the Upper Geyser Basin.

During the 1947 season a total of mors than 71 different geysers were
observed in action in the Lower, Midway, and Upper Geyser Basins.

On September 6 the Opal Pool in the Midway Geyser Basin became a

violently erupting geyser and at that time disgorged large quantities of

geysorite and presented a spectacular shew for the visitors travelling through
that basin on that day. This geyser erupted again on Sunday September 7
and since that date has not been observed in eruption but has continued to
be very hot and has a pulsating action to its water surface. Midway between
this pool and the Turquoise Pool there has developed a rift in the geyBerite
from which steam issues and there has at times been some water flow.

Activity in the Norris Geyser Basin and at the Mammoth Hot Springs
terraces has continued without any unusual changes occurring.

Increase or Decrease in Travel.

VISITORS

1W7 DXCK&hSS . JPMG*
OVSH 19i|6 * INCREASEPERIOD 19U7 191*6

September Total t 89.^0
>ept. Daily Ave. : 2 t <j&d

t 63.057 I2ir P7
Season total • $32,503—nmr 117,1U> TOTT

September Total t 3g»586
Sept. Daily Ave. ; 1,01$

BXCLSi
28,2$0

755TW
Season total : SS^,^0 1 2145,755 rnw VV~"
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Th« 1947 travel year, -which ended September JQ, established a new all-
time record when 932,5°3 visitors entered the park during the preceding
twelve months. As shown above, this represents an increase of tk,»h$% over 1946*
The percentage of increase in travel for September over 1946 dropped below the
season average.

Visitors . United States Senators visiting the park during the month
inoluded Senator Chan Gurney, of South Dakota, and Mrs. uurney, who arrived
via the south gate on September 12 and left via the east gate on the 14th;
Senator Allen J. Sllender, of Louisiana, and Airs, iillender, in north September
10 and out east same date; and Senator 'ugh Butler, of Nebraska, who arrived
via the north gate on September 23 and left via tne south gate the following
day. Senator Butler was accompanied by his secretary, Hugh Brown*

Members of the United States House of Representatives who visited the
park during the month included Ben F. Jensen, of Iowa, George B. Scnwabe, of
Oklahoma, and Ivor D. Fenton, of Pennaulvania, all members of the Sub-Conraittee
on Appropriations for the Interior Department. Y/illiam L. DaySrmand, Secretary
to Congressman Jensen, was included in the party. They arrived via the north-
east entrance on September 23 and left via the north gate on the 26th*
Congressman Talter Riehlman, of New York, arrived on September 3 aiKi left on
the 5th.

Other important visitors during the month inoluded General and Mrs*
Lihuang Tfei and party of China, who arriveu on September 1; Lambert Blum
Picard, head of the Franch Government Potash Syndicate, Mrs* Pioard and
Walter Howe, Sales Manager, French Potash and Importing Company, in September
4, out September 8; Jack Bugas, Vice President, Ford Motor Company, Detroit,
Miohigan, former seasonal ranger in the Yellowstone during seasons 1931 to

1934» inclusive; John H, MeCabe, Special Employee of the United States Capitol,
in north September 11, out south 13th; Fairfield Osborn, President, New York
Zoological Society, and Mrs. Osborn, in south September 1J, out northeast li+th;

Richard Riedel, Liaison Officer, U. S. Senate, with his mother, in west
September 13; and Terry C. Drinkwater, new President of Western Air Lines, with
a party of 9 officials of "Teste rn Air Lines, in south September 27 and out

»t same day.

Ranger Service . Travel declined quite rapidly from the record crowds of
August but continued ahead of the same period last year* Checking stations
were operated from TtQO a.m. until 11»00 p.m. until the 14th, *#ien the gate
hours were reduced from 7*°0 a.m. to 7tQQ p.m.

By the 15th only 19 seasonal rangers remained on duty and on the 30th all
remaining seasonal rangers were terminated*

The transfer and moves of permanent rangers were largely completed with
only a few moves to be made at a later date*

A large amount of the rangers' time was used in preparing the patrol
oabins for winter use and other necessary field work. Big game hunting,
which opened in sections of Wyoming and Montana adjacent to the park,
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necessitated patrolling large areas of the park boundaries. Two rangers were
assigned to Thorofare area for hunting patrols and other field work and
occasional patrols wera mads of the Hellroaring and Slough Creek sections
along the park boundary.

Three patrol oars continued limited operations in patrolling the park
roads and enforcing park rules and regulations, as personnel was available
for this duty

Haying operations were completed in the Lamar Valley on September 11, A
total of 378 tons of hay was out.

The collection of the motor vehicle license fee for the season was discon-
tinued at the close of September 3°»

Police Protection * A total ef 8 oases were brought before the U.

Commissioner for trial during Sepb ember. Fines, in the amount of #160.00,
ware collected. One jail sentence of 2i+ hours was Issued and one case was
bound over to the U. 3. District Court in Cheyenne, Wyoming for disposition.

The list of offences are as follows* excess speed, 4j reekless driving, 2s
disorderly conduct, lj and grand larceny, 1; total, 8.

Wildlife and Fjgh Cultural Activities . BEABS, Bears continual to frequent
the roadsides during the early pari of" the month and a few remained at these
roadside locations until the end of the period* Seven personal injuries from
these animals were reported* Two property damages were recorded, one at the

Canyon campground and the other at the Old Faithful campground* Three mature
black females ware killed for control purposes in the Lake rtanger District and
the five cubs with them were disposed of for humane purposes* More than fifty
percent of the personal injuries for the season were attributed to these three
females which operated regularly on the Old Faithfullest Thumb and the West
Thumb-Lake roads* The counts of bears seen and estimates of populations were
compiled. This resulted in an estimated population of 360 black bears and 200

grisslies in Yellowstone Park*

BIGHORN. Sixteen bighorn, ewes and larabs, were seen on Mt. Washburn on
September 11* Occasional animals have been seen at carious places on the lower
range and it is likely that a considerable downward migration will occur early
in October.

BUFFALO. About 200 buffalo frequented the Lamar Valley bottom meadows
throughout the month. Bands of 4O or more were seen regularly in the Old

Faithful and Hayden Valley areas. Signs of buffalo ware noted at Three livers
Junction and up Ferris Fork in the Bechler area and on the Pitehstone Plateau
in the Snake Paver area* The carcass of one dead buffalo cow was found near

Tendoy Falls in the Bechler area. There was no substantial evidence that the

animals had wintered in these remote areas, and near end of the month sipns

indioated that all of these animals had drifted over the divide toward the

Firehole River.

9
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Plans are being mads for a reduction of the buffalo ia the Lamar River
area this winter, amounting to approximately 2JQ animals. Bequests have been
received for 45 buffalo for restocking purposes in Wyoming, and it is antici-
pated that remainder of the reduction, or about 185 animals, will be slaughtered.
An effort will be made -Oils winter to corral practically all of the buffalo
present in the Lamar River area and to slaughter a larger proportion of the
older animals, particularly bulls, which have for a number of years secluded
themselves in small areas and have not been subjected to control measures.
The old bull ratio in the herd has, therefore, become disproportionate.

3LK. During the latter part of i2ie month some migration of elk occurred
in the higher ranges, but there has been little drift as yet in the Mamaoth-
Gardiner areas. Few elk have been reported in the hunting area north of the

park (Hellroaring-Slough Creek-Buffalo Creek drainages). Hunting season opened
in these areas on September 15

•

A meeting of the Absaroka Conservation Committee is scheduled to be held
at Mammoth on October Ur5» *t which time recommendation will be made to the

Montana Fish and Game Coraaission for this seasons elk kill by hunting.

MOOSfi. Several areas adjacent to the park in Montana were opened to the
hunting of bull moose on special permit. A number of moose have been taken
by hunters, but the season still remains open and figures are not complete.

FRGBGHORN. The number of promghorn, or antelope, in the Gardiner-Stevens
Creek area has increased sharply, indicating a down»country fall migration.
About 20 antelope were still in the Lamar River area on September 22.

RAKG3 STUDIES . Range field studies to be used for the report on range
conditions to the Absaroka Conservation Committee were completed. Densities
were estimated on the one remaining transect. Forage was clipped on twelve
plots. The forage was air-dried and weighed for comparison with production
during other years. YShile carrying on this specific work, the condition of

important browse species has been noted. Reproduction is almost nil In the
case of aspen, and willow bushes either remain stunted or growth is seriously
retarded. Douglas fir shows signs of overuse but not very much during the
last year.

FISHIKG AHD FISH PLAHTIMG. Fish planting for the season was completed
during the month. The Madison River was closed to fishing at sundown September

30. Other lakes and streams will remain open until sundown October ljj>.

Forest Fire Protection . The Mt. lashbum Lookout was closed for the
season on September l*/. Th"is was the last lookout to be manned, but by the
17th the fire danger had become so low that it was no longer necessary to main-
tain any further protection facilities this season.

All fire control aids, except one SF-<4,were terminated by September 26.
One man was retained to assist in some telephone line work on the Mt. Holmes
line.

10
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Foresters Cook and Barrows and Mr. Harry Gis'borne of the Rooky Mountain
Forest Squipaent Station of the Borthern Rooiry Mountain Forest Experiment
Station mare in the park on September 10, 11, and 12 to discuss forestry
matters, inoluding an inspection of title Park Fire leather Records and the
Tower Falls Fire leather Station.

On September 29 the electrical division started work on another telephone
line from Winter Creek to Mammoth in order that the Mt. Holmes Lookout can
hare a separate line into the Mammoth switchboard, thus facilitating fire
calls and relieving the regular lines from this load.

All the accessories for -the surplus fire trucks, that had been on order
since early this season, were received by the end of this month* Those trucks
are now ready for operation.

Hie fire equipment from the fire caches cut in the park, which could not
be safely stored at their respective stations, was brought to Mammoth Fire

Cache for the winter*

Fire cost summary sheets for the Forest Requirements Report by the Chief
Forester were submitted through the Regional Office*

lasacts and Tree Diseases . Plans were made for an aerial survey over the
southern portion of the park on September 1? and 18. Assistant Chief Ranger
Slliott traveled to arand Teton National Park to participate in the reconnais-
sance work but unfavorable weather conditions prevailed during the entire week
and the survey was postponed.

A conference attended by representatives of the U. S. Forest Service.
Bureau of hlntomology and Plant quarantine, Grand Teton National Park and
Yellowstone National Park was held at Jackson, Wyoming on September 19« The

discussions related primarily to problems of control work in Grand Teton national
Park, Teton National Forest and Jackson Hole National Monument but there was
also some discussion relative to aerial and ground reconnaissance work in Yellow-
stone. It was agreed that a representative of the Bureau of fotomology and
Plant Quarantine should act as observer, from a plane based at Jackson, when-
ever weather conditions again became favorable. The area worked from Jackson
would include only the extreme southern portion of Yellowstone* It was planned
that furidler reconnaissance work would be attempted at a later date from a plane
based at TDest Yellowstone* This survey would cover the Madison, Central and
Pitohstone Plateaus and forests east of Yellowstone Lake*

Observations made during a flight on September 15 » just near the south

boundary of Yellowstone, from the southwest corner to Snake River, did not
reveal any serious conditions in the area observed*

White Pine Blister Rust Control * At the close of September 6 the personnel
employed!" on "this project was reduced to seven, including one foreman and one

truck driver. Active ribes eradication was discontinued on this date. At the
close of tiie project this season, approximately two-thirds of the Mt. Washburn
unit had received initial working. A oomplete report of the season* s accomplish-
ments will be prepared as soon as all relative data has been compiled.
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Two Checkers, under the supervision of a representative of the Bureau of
Sntomology and Plant Quarantine, completed a survey of the Mt. Washburn Unit,
including area to be worked, area worked this season and area worked last year.
They also spent sane tine in the Mammoth Unit to gather data for a basis of an
estimate of the amount of work that should be accomplished in this unit during
the 19II4S working season.

Wood Cutting Operations . The wood contractor for the Yellowstone Park
Company continued operations throughout the month, working in assigned areas
between Norris and Canyon and between Old Faithful and 'Vest Thumb. Only dead
standing and fallen troes were utilised except iftiere it was neoessary to cut

some green trees for access roads.

A five-man crew was organised to operate the National Park Service wood
saw to prepare wood for winter use at the various ranger stations and at Maamoth.
This crew worked for approximately two iseeks until all but one of the men quit

to return to school. About one hundred cords of wood was out, 20 cords at

Canyon and 80 cords at Fishing Bridge.

Accidents. A total of 8 motor vehicle acoidents were reported during the
month, U being Class "A" and 1+ being Class *B. n Three people received slight
injuries but none was serious.

One government truck was involved in an accident with another oar. No

damage was done to the government truck and only slight damage to the other

oar.

Mrs* Dorothy Linigren Davis, age 32, of 1311 Olela Street, Los Angeles,
California suffered a broken leg «hen kicked by a Yellowstone Park Company
horse, at Canyon Lodge. Mrs. Davis -was just starting to walk around the horse
when it kicked her.

Personnel . Charles £. Puller, Fiscal Accounting Clerk, CAF-6, transferred
from Grand Canyon National Park, arrived in the Yellowstone on September 16.

He was entered on duty as of September 16, the date he left Grand Canyon, but
actually assumed his duties in the Yellowstone on the 22nd.

Stanley R. Jackson, Clerk-Stenographer, CAF-I4., secretary to the Superinten-
dent and Assistant to the Superintendent, resigned at the close of September 19
to continue his schooling.

Victoria N. Kurts, Personnel Clerk, GAF-5, started on sick leave, due to

pregnancy, on September 2I4.. She expects to resign at the end of her sick leave.

Miscellaneous .

k son, John Knauff, was born to Mr. and Mrs. Xilliam A. Knauff, Portland,

Oregon, at the Mammoth Hospital on September 6. The baby was born prematurely
and did not live.

A daughter, pamela Jeanne, was born to Dr. and Mrs. Tom demons at the
Park Hospital, Livingston, Montana, on September JQ. Dr. demons is the
resident park physioiam.

MmskJftaik. Wyosuag-
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*ord was resolved from Mr* • Lee Cattrail that her husband had died la
Lyndon, ffeshington, on 3«pteaber 19, After an illness* ef sons six weeks. Lee
was a perk ren&sr in the Yellowstone from XySQ to 1930 end moved to the state
of ashington in order to r^ide at a lower altitude on aoeouaft of hit health.
Mr. Cottrail was born at Antwerp, Cfeio, on July 27, 1£

Sr»» Sargarat Burney, tho wife of forts* r assistant Oiief of Bevelopasnt
Arthur *. 3urney, died In Chieago on ieptember 22, Just 22 days following the
death of her husband* ttr. and tire. Burney resided in the Y« Hew*tens when Mr.
Barney was in the perk engineering department from 1<>18 to 1927*

FranJe Sebastian, 52. of 3utte, Montana, ec employe* of the Tallowetone
Park Company, died at Yellowstone Lake of a heart attack on September 25,

The first asset ing for the winter of the federal Jaoloyees Union Looal Ho.

i^65 was held in the Canteen on September 6.

Samuad B« lowers,
Superintendent.

In quintuple'

ecj Itogloaal Director, fesgioi two,

in duplieato.

Files (2)/'

JJ/ek
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