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Superintendent, Everglades NP April 5» 1962

Park lUturdXxat, Everglades H?

Monthly Narrative Report for March 1S62

Interpretive Servicss

Utilisation of i nterpret ..ve fac lit es and progrJi s continued to re a^n

hgh throaghoat the onth. The fail interpretive staff wis on duty

during Kirch with extra assistance der.ved fro two WAE ranger-natural ists

and .m weeK^ends, the ranger-aide gj.rl scouts.

Talks
Royal Palm
Flamingo
Long Pine Key Cair.pfi.re

Parachute Key Sund ly Eve

Guided Wali&s or Auto-Cades
Fla lingo

Ni^^ht Prowl
Royal Palm
Special walks and talics

MwB^r Attend^^nce

53 5 .16^

32 3 ,482

9 540
4 20i#

i^ 275
4 36
75 3 ,875
16 b50*

f,

14,4&6

Talks out8i.de area
March

1 Miajoi MwSeu. , Group (Christensen)
Junior Tropical Audub<>n Society (Karrat(.er)

South Dade Audubon Society (Karraiv.er)

South Mlarii Vonens Club (Chr stensen)
West Homestead Elenentary School PTA (Karraker)
Florida City Moose (Christensen)
Perrme Wonen's Club (Karrai'ver)

Coral Gables Eleientary (G.ddi.ngs)

2

7
c.

13

14

20

27

50

35

45
62
110

26

40
300
4«8

Attended Stations
Flansingo

Royal Paliti

Parachute Key

31,100
25,100
IS, 550

r^_

V
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U&atteud«d Stieioat

koki-a^A Triii 31, UK)
Qxmho Liubo Tr«ii 19,100
Fi.a«iABd Trail I8,u00
Fa Hsy akce Tra i I 10,321
Hahogaay Hatiac^c* Trail ^,56V
!lttaiji;rovtt Ti'.ul

Grand Tota' l*?l,5y4

Oi ij-tct-cu^-i* . f
•^ ce v«s the •pp;lnt; cnt of Mr. Saul Schjff.mm to a

GS-7 aatur-1 Bt
[

n.

Interpretive F'>e3lit4ei & FWaninR

A at-'dy iS be tig '.ad« -f the Audl-^-vtst^a' i»tfigr»'»" «t Pnr^ichute Key
?i»xtcr C^ntvr Vith the hope of improving it. In thia connect oa Mr.

^^I

ftobart Jesaup was in the pr.rV to phct gr»^h ater al needed for tbe vide '

acreen .>v;e. Mr. Jessup pr<;dji:ed the cTigia-«i p*r>i filn. Aiao, National
Fark Service phot i—her Jack Bavehcr and Cteri^an natlrtoel tagen Sch\c acher
worktd in the pm ..g M trch. I

Reaearch and OuaervAti.n fl

Unseaacnai rains csrHi at the laat possible ^^ ent -^nd the dr-aght atricaen ^
Wildlife at AnJilBjja Tra ' 1 hwR ' "^

• brief repr-ieve vith the rxsinK water
levels. Pricr to the raUis r> ' hed been nec«sa«ry and atiil alligators,
garfi.sh, i;jtter, birds ai&d turtles vere dying in the rapidly dlsapp«ari.ng

slough. Taylcr Slough is still the only natural body of water for :Tieny

utiles.

Emtt Chr'ater»sen

FnrV M'ifurftJist

\

J
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E\'ERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
k\ 0. Sox 279

HOM£STfcAL», FLORIDA

N2615 May 4, 1962

Memorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for April, 1962

Interpretive services

During the month, the Interpretive staff experienced the loss of two
Seasonal Naturalists, Roger Giddiags departec; on tbe 3rd and Dick. Young
left April 22 to accept a penuaaent position at Blue Ridge. The services
of Villlain H. Taylor, Ranger-Naturalist tiAE vere enlisted to fill in on
the weeK-ends. Also, Jeawette k<;Hrd has entered on duty in a seasonal
capacity. Naturalist Schiffman was on annual leave in the Virgin Islands
froni April 22 to the end of the month. Members of the Headquarters staff
assisted with the evening programs at Flamingo during this period.

Evening programs were continued nightly at Flamingo throughout the month.
Attendance vas varied; less than half capacity during the first two vjeeks

of the month, an upsurge during the Laster holidays and a decline toward
the end of the mraith. Tlie inforr.ation deslt vas nanried dally at Head-
quarters, Royal Palm and Flamingo Visitor Centers. Average visitor use
at Flamingo was 22 people per day.

The interpretive staff contributed to the program of the Annual Convention
of the Association of American geographers by providing talks and guided
trips for the group on two days. Bayshore walks were discontinued at

Flamingo on Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning with the vreek of April 22 and
scheduled only for Saturday and Sunday mornings during the sucmer nionths.

Program

Talks Number Attendance

4355
2029
170

91

196
30

3173
811

Royal Palm 75
Flamingo 29

* Long Pine Key Campfire 6
* Parachute Key Sunday Even. 3

Guided Walks
Flamingo 14

* Night Prowl 3

Royal Palm 75
Special Walks & Talks 13
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(Monthly Narrative Report for April, 1962, cont'd)

Talks outside area

April 3

April 4
West Palm BeAch Rotary Club (Chrlstensen) 275
South Dad« Audubon Society (Chrlstensen) 32

Attended Stations
Flamingo
Royal Palm
Parachute Key

unattended Stations v,,^-**!^

Anhinga Trail
Gumbo Lir.ibo Trail
Pinelands Trail
Pa Hay Okee
Mahogany Hammock Trail

Interpretive Facilities & Planning

4,000
7,854

Grand Total

11 :i

24 » 100
20.000
14»497

20,000
15,000

X5X^

5/'P0

116,402
127,559

Mr. Erskine, Audio Visual Specialist, V.'ASO, wps here during this period and
inspected audio visual equipment both at Headquarters and Flamingo. His
recanraendations and observations have been submitted to the superintendent.
It is hoped work can being^ in the near future on necessary renov-^ttons

.

Also the exhibit plan for the Royal Palm Visitor Center was completed during
the month.

Research an<5 Observation
•nly f»r S&

The sea8on.^l unlgratory iiOvei..ent of certiln species of bird life began this
month. Most of the white pelicans and ducks have departed and the summer
visitors such as swallow-tailed kites, night hawKa, chuck will's widow, gray
kingbirds and black whiskered vireos were either heard or seen during the
r^onth. Many of the shore birdts and gulls were observed xn their colorful
spring plurage.

Training

TckM, two new employees were given general orientation instruction during the month,
and five scasonals members of the staff were f^iven instruction un the operation
and maintenance of the Bell & Howell Motion picture projector.

As 4he first of a scries of informal senilnara on the natural hLitcry of the
Everglades, Dr. Barry Tomllnson of Fairchild Tropical Gardens addressed the
members of the Interpretive staff in April. His subject was the general
physiology and rorph-logy of the palms.

Ernst Chrlstensen
Chief Naturalist
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) OJ IN REPLY REFER TO :

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

and
; j

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENt——

I

P. 0. BOX 279 1
^^\

THOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

May 1, 1962

Menorandun

^nOTJfcttlON

^^fSLZms^
Tot Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narratire Report for April, 1962

Interpretire Facilities and Planning

Evening programs were continued nightly at Flamingo throughout the
month. Attendance was raried; less than half capacity during the
first two weeks of the month, an upsurge during the Easter holidays,
and a drop to almost rock bottom starting with Sunday evening April
29th when only six visitors attended the evening program.

The information desk was manned daily with the same pattern of visitor
use as experienced with the evening programs. An average of 22 visitors
per day took advantage of the available information services during this
month.

Bayshore walks were discontinued on Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning the
week of April 22 and scheduled only for Saturday and Sunday mornings
during the summer months.

Mr, Erskine, Audio Visual Division, WASO, inspected the audio visual
equipment in the museum on April 21.

Interpretive Services

Seasonal Naturalist Dick Young was terminated on April 22 and accepted
a permanent ranger position at the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Naturalist Schiffman was on annual leave in the Virgin Islands from
April 22 to the end of the month.

Naturalists from Headquarters assisted with the evening programs during
this period on four evenings and at the information desk on two days.
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Interpretire Contacts for the month

:

Program Number Attendance

Evening Talks 29 2,02l4

Walks Ik 196

Special Talks 2 $5

Information Desk 30 days 667

Total 2,91*2

Research and Ob serration

The seasonal migratory morement of certain species of bird life began
this month. Most of the white pelicans and ducks had departed and the
summer visitors such as swallow-tailed kites, night ha^s, chicli will's
widow, gray kingbirds and black whiskered vireos were either heard or
seen during the month.

Many of the shore birds and gulls were observed in their colorful spring
plumage.

^-.^^
Vincent J. Mrazek
Park Naturalist
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N2615
Snperintendent June 5, 1962

Chief Natv.rali»t

Monthly Narrative Report for I'ay 1962

Interpretive Services

The suraner schedule of interpretive services contimied throughout the month
with an expected seasonal drop in visitation making its appearance. How-
ever, an average of 31 people attended the 75 talks presented at Royal
Palm V. C. Also, an average of 26 attended 74 nature walks at that location,
and 33 people were at each of the 31 evening programs at Flamingo.

Park Naturalists Schiffman and Adams were utilized on fire fighting duties
on several days, and during the oionth Vincent Mrazck underwent surgery
to relieve a very troublesose sinus condition.

On May 20, the portable park exhibit was viewed by approximately 6,000
people at Camp Owaissa Bauer, Homestead. Ranger-Naturalist Mendlen
provided information services at the annual Campers Day program at Owaissa
Bauer pvegvam. The meeting was sponsored by the Dade County Recreation
Association.

Talks Number Attendance

Royal Palm 75 2,368
Flamingo 31 1,041
School Groups 15 648

Guided Walks J^''T^.

Royal Palm 74 1,911
Flamingo 7 57

Off-site Programs

May 1 South Dade Audubon Society 25
"1 Allapattah Lions Club 76
9 University of Miami Geology Classes (2) 42

17 Buena Vista Exchange Club, Miami 28
20 Campers Day, Owaissa Bauer 6,000

>'24 Little River Lions Club 60
>- 24 Homestead, Odd Fellows 60

12,316
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Atfnded Statlotm Attendance

Parachute Key 8,221
Royal Palm 6,489
Flamingo 7,000

Unattended Stations

Anhlnga trail 15,000
Gumbo Limbo Trail 10,000
Pinelanda trail 3,000
Pa-HayOkee trail 2,481
Mahogany Hammock trail 2,096
Hangrove trail 2.000

TMal 56,287
Grand Total 68,603

Interpretive Facilitiei & Planning

Royal Palm Visitor Center wae robbed of $40.00 on May 2, 62.

Recovery of the money waa not made.

A plan for additional, badly needed interpretive facilities for the
Flamingo area haa been prepared and presented to the Superintendent.
The plan includes easily constructed, inexpensive wayside devices
designed to help the visitor see and enjoy the bay and salt prairie
country at Flamingo.

Thirteen alumimon, photo-processed labels have been installed on Pa*Hay-Okee
trail on an experimental basis. Also during the month Mr. James Keen,
Audio*Visual specialist from Homestead AFB was employed on a part-time
basis to help solve the re-current AV problems of Everglades National
Park.

Observation and Research

Park Naturalist Karraker took annual leave on five days late in the month
to help with the Fort Jefferson tern banding project. Four- thousand
eighty-seven (4,087) sooty terns and 84 noddy terns were banded.

Personnel

Ranger Naturalist Gale Zimmer was re-instated during the month and Informa-
tion Receptionist Maude Harriott was re-class Ifled as a Park Guide.

Ernst Christensen .^O"" Jh-'"

Chief Park Naturalist .
<^-r
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Memorandian

To:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

June 1, 1962

Chief Park Naturalist

_ASST^SyPT.

fROTECTjON

NfirunfiL HisTORY
J^DM INISTKAY jq,N__

PLANNING

ACTION BY: (No.}

PAHK Fll fs

Prom: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for May, 1962

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Visitation was generally poor throughout the month. The nightly evening
programs at flamingo were attended by half the number of visitors as had
attended the programs during the previous month. Likewise, the Information
Desk usage fell off. An average of 10 visitors per day availed themselves
of informational services, ^^s is less than half the figure for the
preceding month.

Attendance on the morning Bayshore walks varied from zero to fourteen
on the eight mornings these walks were scheduled.

Plans were formulated for a self guiding nature trail system along the
Buttonwood creek and the Plamingo area. Numbered markers with an accompany-
ing mimeographed sheet would serve to identify some of the intersting features
of the area to visitors whether on boat or land-bound.

Plans were also formulated for changing the planter at the head of the
ramp from an air-plant display to a re-created beach scene. With shell-sand
as a base, various shells and sherds could be displayed and labeled.

Interpretive Services

Naturalist Mrazek entered on sick leave May 12, 1962, He returned May 26.
During his absence Naturalists from headquarters assisted by giving five
of the Evening Talks. Seven talks all told were given by ^adguarterls
personnel during the month.

Naturalist Schiffman gave a special talk on survival in the Everglades to
Explorer Scout Post UKU at the Homestead Air Force Base on May 8, 1962.
Twenty five senior explorer scouts attended.

>'vr^



(

a3TATa aaxinu
.3TH1 3HT tIO T)A3MTf\A'=\3a

301VH38 >JflAq JAMOITAH

j;l\t jajicttak aaoMOFiava
bOB

^bj3rl 8B 8iod-.icj.cv 'Jo. T- ..rlj II r. ,. „3J-+b i.,.. .....,„ cJ-P! aam-ijjo'iq

add" 'xc '
?: r •i-ff- - ':o'5 !" • '>p i"'-' 'xdB:./.^:. ,^

."1 j^nrbG-ooiq

nsad-'u/o'J od" ciys sic-il baniev ajflBW stodavjsS :sinlniojii ^rfd no oon-abnsdd-A
.bslubatioa eiei.; s3f.C:3V7 ^aarfd s-p Lcmom d-.rigie ©rf.t no

©rid :inol£ M9J3VS IxBid siud^n gnibi-ug lloe .. -... .... , _.,.. .."^ ,.i=,w a/tpf^I
-•',:o./^'-.rTooof: HB lidiw BTSTfiBai beiBci^wll .B91B osnifiipn ed& bn& ;:sst:o boowrrodr

ssiiydBsl 3xii:da-i3dni odcf 7o graos riiduabi od-Jav-as .blirov ds'.na fcariqBisoscixin :•

'

.bncroc'-b '?r 10 d"Gocf no lariJ;^-^'-.- - cctiexv oi ssib arid \o

nd& lo b£9d eriS ds is. rijBlq -dd b:H>d j=;Xuii!iol nelB eisw an : T
^:-

., Iqs.i.b ,triElq-ii:B riB moil aiii-S'i

;t9lecfsl bru5 baTjsIqsib ecf blifoo sbierfe bn.B allaifa aj/o.risv »9??.'3cf e es

esoivisS Gvldaiatfl^ftX

•<^S ^. '"Lfo'si aH .Sr>(?X ^^ \- ^
•

•,: no boiod-ne iIsesiM dal.'
•

GV.'-
^

' rri 'id bedalaai; aia. i^;-. . j.taJr.Lrrj^js/I aoaejd.e axri ,:....>_.. ^.

V» xd nsvi^ 919W olod II.b aii.Bd nevoS ,35fIsT gninovS arid lo
.lidiro' edi gnii.'/b lennoaisq

si;

)d ;;9bBlj^i9Ya arid cii XisvxTnx.'a no jflsd iBiosqa b ovb§ anrraililoa daxIaindjRK
.Sa^U ,8 y^ no sajsB .'5»io'H ixA bee:;- -^rfd- da ^X^ daoi duooS isiolqx!?

.bsbne. ' " loiolqxs loxnsa wxl x^ns-A



Interpretive Contacts for the month:

Prograjn Number Attendance

Evening Talks 31 1041

Walks 7 57

pecial Talks 1 25

Information Desk 29 days 299

Research and Observations

On Tuesday, May 15, 1962 Naturalist Schiffman flew with the Park Pilot to
count Great White Herons in the Florida Bay area, Befon reaching Florida Bay
the plane was dispatched to the Trail east of ^ooperstown to check a smoke.
This smoke was ultimately to grow into the worst fire in recent park history.
Almost all hands at Flamingo were called to fight the Shark River Vally fire
in the following three weeks, including Naturalist Schiffman. On several
nights the glow of the great fire was easily visible from the bridge which
s^pans Buttonwood Creek,

The Draught which has plagued the glades for months and added fuel to the

fires has at last come to an end. In the dwindling hours of the last day of
the month, the rains came heavy and good to a parched, seared earth.

Naturalist Mrazek with Doctor Craighead checked the recovery plots on May 8,
1962 in the district.

On ^y 29 Naturalist Mrazek and the district Ranger took the University of Miami
Marine Lab collaborators through Whitewater bay and the headwaters to check
salinities.

The largest wave of Migrating Bob-O-links seen in many years passed through
Flamingo and the park during the first two weeks of the month. The area
was literally alive with them.

Waves of northbound warblers also graced the ^lamingo area, reaching a peak
during the second week of May. Particularly abiindant were the Blackpolls,
Redstarts, Cape Mays, and water thrushes,

A swllow tailed kite's nest with two yoiing was located on the Snake Bight Road
by a Park Visitor on May 14-, 1962, The nest has been observed since that time
on several occasions.

A Panther has been seen in the power-plant vicinity by company employees several
times d during the month. ^ ^ ^ .y mi ., y

Park Naturalist d'^'^
'
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

5010-104 ^
UNITED STATES GO ..RNMENT

Memorandum
y

TO

FROM :

Chief Park Naturalist
Chief ilangcr i_,„,-.-

—

Maude Harriott.
Headquarters Visitors Center

date: July 3, 1962

subject: Visitation Month of June, 1962, Hq Visitor Center

Date

1

2

3

4
5
6

7

8

9

10
11

12

13

16

15
16

17

18

19
20
21

22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

tto. of Visitors

81

159

729 (Incl. bus group 29)
351 (school group of 137 included)
120

195 ,

175
114 .

203
800
121
215 (inc] . Presbyterian Day Caipp gp 36)
200
148 (bus group 22)

202 (Bapt.ist School group of 75)

230
526

190
173

695 (120 Cuban Refugees)
75

414 (120 Cuban Ref)

324
541 (Bus group of 41)
222
296
235

'

254 (school group of 71)

232
26!)

Total 8,489

'A.Ct-v^.l^ ^AAA^>^X^
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CVERGLADES lliJIGNAL PARK
P. 0. BOX 275

HOI^ESTIi:/;!), FLORIDA

^

:iLY PUBLIC USE REPORT, MANGROVE DISTRICT June .196 2

: CURRENT .

MONTH
Gi\T.KIWAR

YEAR TO
DATE

DIAL VISITS (entry by boat) boats - peopl

, Florida Bay^ non-commercial 1135 3^72

, Florida Bay, commercial fishermen 1^5 2.^0

. Cape Sable, non-commercial IQ 35

. Cape Sable, commercial fisherTnen 12 18

, Flamingo, slip rentals 37 13Q

, F,?;timptP!d nnf-rmntRrl hnats i^ /'\ of p «:• nl ^.8l,--_-a.-Tl?]^5 . 5740 35836
1740 5740

/ERNIGHT VISITS
, Accommodations, concessioner 3054 18003
, Accommodations, private inlioldings

, Designated cam.psites, tents, Flamingo Campground :?:?:? 7526
, Designated campsites, trailers, Flamingo Campground 77 5735
, Undesignated campsites, tent, (campground overflow) 2816
, Undesignated campsites, trailer, (campground overflow) 3368
, Other overnight .^„

•

1402

Aboard private boats, Florida Bay .-/--

Primitive sites reached by boat, Gape Sable -^f^

Prim_itive sites reached by boat, Fla. Bay ;r^

Commercial fishermen, Florida Bay ^i2.Q

P'SJMM'XIMMMX^ Flamin-o, -'^"''P fpntal .. .142 10485
Private boats not at Flamingo 105

3TAL VISITOR DAYS (add lines 1 and 2) 10820 . 83761
MONTH

3SI0"
1703

fECI/iL USE DATA

, Persons, entering by boat from Keys and V/est Coast
, Boats, entering from Keys and West Coast
•

, Persons in vehicles actuating traffic counter at Buttonwood Creek

JLTIPLIERS

,
Private autos X 3.5b . Private boats X 3.5 c. Commercial boats X ^*^

SMiARKS

, Commercial fishermen are included in lines 1, 2g, hh, and Uc

^HER SPECI/iL BOAT USE (visitors)
, Flamingo rental skiffs
. Flamingo sightseeing tours
, Flamingo ramp boats
, Flamingo charter boats

. BOATING USE - - VISITOR DAYS (lines la - If, 2g, 7a - 7d)

TV>at.,c! -. Ppnplp

3113 816

95 QTi

93/. 3269
.45 166

,
12304



(



I)

Superintendent August 6, 1962

Assistant Chief Naturalist

Monthly Narrative Report, July 1962

Interpretive Services

Interpretive progratrs in the Park continue on a twelve month basis. During
recent weeks the training of the Seasonal staff has involved the fields of
audio visuals, specimen preparation and the presentation of talks.

The most pressing problem area centers around the evening programs at
Flamingo. Tlie talks of Naturalists Mrazek and Schlffman are excellent
and well attended. However,, on sultry nights when air conditioning
must be used, the noise from the machine is almost prohibitive. A
solution to this problea is most urgent.

Talks Nianber Attendance

Royal Palm 68 2390
Flamingo 31 1119

Guided Walks

Royal Palm 67 1679
Flamlns^o S- 105

? erirh

Special on-site programs

Baptist Youth Cionp, Homestead (Zimnier-Mendlen") 35
U. Of Miami Microbiology Class (Karraker-MrazeV

>

16

Special off«slte Programs
Christensen) 24

Homestead Optimists Club (fi3a±txiEiuiKn)

Tptal 5368

Attended Stations -9864
Parachute Key 9864
Royal Palm 7000
Flamingo 8000

Unattended Stations

Anhinga Trail 12000
Gimibo Limbo Trail lOOOO
Pine lands Trail - 3000
PaHayOkee 4767
Mahogany Hammock Trail 5617

Mangrove Trail 2000

Total 62248 Grand Total 67,616
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f
STATES

HF INTf.
Interpretive Facilities and riannin{>

Due to heevy construction the mangrove trail was closed for several days
during the month. Labels were replaced on both the mangrove and mahogany
hammock trails.

Audio visual problems were«<gain In evidence with the burning out of the
power switches in two slide projectors. Also, the transformer in the
automatic motion picture projector at Paradise Key burned and the device
was thereby inoperative for three weeks.

An exhibit plan was prepared on the importance of water to the Everglades.

Research and Observation

A flock of 20 - 30 white pelicans apparently decided to spend the summer
here and could be seen almost dally on the spoil banks near the Visitor
Center.

Spoonbills were frequently seen in the evenings to the delight and
enjoymeat of visitors Aad alligators made an occasional appearance in the
boat basins and In front of the Visitor Center during the month.

A systematic method of recording Natural History observations was
inilaugfirated during the month.

Public Ilclatiooa .

Mra. Morrell Bradley, widow of Buy Bradley's oldest son, visited in the
Flamingo area for the first time on July 15 and was contacted by
interpretive personnel. She enjoyed the area in general and was very
pleased with the Guy Bradley exhibit in the uuseam.

David d. Karra^er
Assistant Chief Park Naturalist
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and
NATIONAL MOIWMNT

IN REPLY REFER TO :

(v\\^*^ KW^a \fORT JEFFT'RSON nattona

qCvV*'?^^^ P.O. box 279

^^>S^^\:. ^ HOMESTEAD. FLORI

.SOPEWNTENDENT
._AS£T. SU^T.

M^

^\^^^
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

August 1, 1962

ACT '.QN

iJSS_£ik£§.

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for July, 1962

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

There was little change in facilities and planning this month. Heat
and mosquitoes continued to be determents to enjoyable visitor use of
the area. Nightly programs for visitors were held in the Visitor's
Lounge with an average attendance of 36 visitors per program, or about
the same as last month. The disturbing clatter of the air conditioner
in the Visitor's Lounge was felt more than ever during the hot evenings
when acoustical quality had to be sacrificed for bodily comfort.

Work on the self-guiding device installation awaited delivery of
aluminum signs from a local manufacturer.

The proposed visitor boat tour to Cape S?ble by the Everglades Park
Company bogged down in the planning stage and was not initiated this
month as planned.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive Contacts for the month:

Program Number

Evening Talks 31
Walks 8
Information Desk 31 days

Attendance

1,119
10^
U03

Total TTsrr
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-Iscellanecus

Itrazek accoinpanied Prof. Oppenheimer of the University of Fdaitii frjarine

Laboratory with a party of 12 students on a tour of the Flamingo area
and the Bear Lake road on July liith.

Schiffman accompanied Dr. Work, U.S. Dept. of Health on a boat tour
to Rookery Branch, Cape Scble and Lake Ingraham on July 27th.

Mrs, ]yforrell Bradley, widow of Guy Bradley's oldest son, visited in
the Flamingo area for the first time on July l5th and was contacted
by interpretive personnel. She enjoyed the area in general and was
very pleased with the Guy Bradley exliibit in the mmseum.

Research and Observation

A flock of 20 to 30 white pelicans apparently decided to spend the
summer here and could be seen almost daily on the spoil banks near
the Visitor Center.

Spoonbills were frequently seen in the evenings to the delight and
enjojTTient of visitors and alligators mace an occasional appearance
in the boat basins and in front of the Visitor Center during the

month

•
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Superintendent, Everglades NP Jul/ 5, 1962

Chief Naturalist

w . Monthly Narrative Report for June, 1962

Interpretive Services

The fourteen percent drop in visitation during the isonth was reflected in
attendance at interpretive programs. However, special presentations for
school groups and off-site talks continued to be effective adjuncts to
the overall effort. At Flamingo, onfr new type of program was tried on an
experimental basis. This involved meeting with visitors arouiMi the big
floor map and discuss things to do and see, and various phases of the
area's natural history.

Talks Jkmhrnr Attendance

Royal Palm 61 1745
Flamingo Evening 30 1089
Flamingo Orientation 2 16

Guided Walks

Royal Palm 53 1178
Flamingo 6 41

;^mp»r
^

Special On-site programs

( 4 Melrose School, Miami 140
7 Palm Springs Elementary School 37

12 1ST Presbyterian Church, Homestead 37
15 Homestead Baptists Bible School SO
20 Naranja Elementary School 65
21 Cuban Welfare Group, Florida City 125
23 Cuban Welfare Group, Florida City 75
29 Perrine Elementary School 50

Off-Sif Programs «* »ei*'«,u ^ ^^

1 Native Plant Workshop, Homestead (Karraker) 12
4 South Dade Garden Club (Karraker) 60
4 Zoological Society of South Florida (Christensen) 198
8 Acaeia Club, Miami (Karraker) 39
9 Pan Hellenic Club, Miami ( Christensen) 87

14 South Shore Kimanis Club, Miami (Karraker) 52
14 Little River Lions Club, Miami ( Christensen) 47

TOTAL 5,143
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Attendance

8,489
5,700
6,000

13,000
8,600
2,800
3.920
4,630
2.000

TOTAL 55,139
GRAND TOTAL 60,282

ATTEMDED STATIONS

Parachute Kay
Royal Palm
Flamingo

Unattended Stations

Anhlnga Trail
GtoBbo Limbo Trail
Pinelanda Trail
Pa Hay 0-Key
Mahogany Hammock Trail
Mangrove Trail

Interpretive Facilitiaa & Planning

Considerable curatorial and exhibit planning work was accomplished during
June, including the following:

1* The entire study collection was inspected and treated for insects and
fungi.

easel
2. Four new easie type exhibit boxes were constructed,

3. Ten new label holders and labels were added to the Gumbo Limbo Trail.

4. The Ernest Cos exhibit plan was prepared and sent to the Region One
Office.

5. An Aborigine exhibit was completed and installed at Royal Pibn
Visitor Center.

6. Fifty additional 35inn slides were added to the Park's duplicate
collection.

7. The black and white work print of the Park film was rec4ived, and work
writing a script for it has begun.

8. Work has begun on the self-guiding system for the Flamingo area.

9. The exhibit aquarium at Royal Palm was refurbished and restocked with
fish, etc.
TRAIIINS

M. Don Miller, student from Duke University presented a seminar on Crabs,
particularly fiidler crabs for the members of the Interpretive Division

Research & Observation

Badly needed rains finally came early in the month and ended one of the
most disasterous fire seasons in the history of the Park. In the northwest

-2*
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comer of the Park oMiny tropical hanmockt were sever ly pruned back and a
number were completely destroyed, ; A great lose to south Florida and the
nation.
/the Park Biologist lead a group of thirty biologists attending the International
C&ngress of Omlthologlets on a tour of South Florida and the Dry Torgugas.
Sone of the world's most renoun ornithologists were among the group.

Ernst Chrlstensen

j?^x!^'H\\i Chief Naturalist
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I N REPLY REFER TO ;

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

VERGLADES I

^°^^ jefferson national monument

NATIONAL PARK
i"

^' °- Box 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDAJ

July 2, 1962

Memorandun

Toj Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for June, 1962

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Visitor use of the area was at the normal low for the time of the
year. Evening program attendance varied from 2 on June Uth to 100
on the lUth. The average attendance was 36 per program. Mosquitoes
were certainly a limiting factor in the overall enjoyment of the area
by the park visitor. The complaints about mosquitoes were too numerous
to record. Evening programs attendance and nature walk participation
were curtailed to an alarming degree by the annoying insects.

Plants and points of interest along Buttonwood Canal, along the road
between Flamingo and West Lake and on the Bear Lake Trail were located
for the planned Flamingo Nature Guide. The self-guiding descriptive
leaflet was prepared in rough draft form.

The planned all day boat trip to Cape Sable for park visitors is rapidly
approaching reality. The E. P. C. have con^ileted the dock and the visitor
shelter and rest rooms are nearing coir5)letdon at Cape Sable. This trip
will give the visitors a chance to ea^lore this pristine wilderness beach
area and enable them to dunk their toes in the briny deep at the southern-
most point in the continental United States.

A brief informal orientation program for park visitors was begun during
the month at 10:30 AM outside the museum, but the absence of personnel
on other assignments prevented a fair trial of the program duriig this
month.

Interpretive Services

the month:Interpretive Contacts for

Program Number Attendance

Evening Talks 30 1,089

Walks 6 la
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Orientation Prcgram 2 l6

Information Desk 23 days 300

Total 1,16^

Research and Observation

With the rise of water in the glades from heavy rains, it was gratifying
to see small mosquito fish in great abundance where just a few weeks
before was nothing but dry ground. Many egrets and herons were to be
seen along the roadsides feeding upon these small fish and frogs which
appeared magically a few days after the flooding of the glades.

An AVocet was seen in the Flamingo area for several days during the month.

The bird show QA %1^ jmd flats south of the on-the-job quarters has been
just slightly less than sensational at low tide during the past few .weeks*

In addition to all kinds of shore birds, ibises, fereat white herons and
reddish egrets, there have been three spoonbills seen during the evening
low eob tides.

/"

Vincent J./wazek / c^^^^
Park Naturalist
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I. A
_.:;.:•; s^xioss everglades national park

F :: r": a:i^.i^r:«5:« ?. o. box 279 10,362
«07«1 F«JL^ HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 7^330

rittilBfO I 8p400
September 6» 1962

Memorandum ^ - ''

lOiVianoB Superintendent i,i.3.;

From) Chief Naturalist ^ 'V'9

Subject: Division of Interpretation Monthly Narrative Report, August 1962

INTERPRETIVE SERVICES;
)

The interpretive staff was greatly depleted during the month by a death
in the family, sickness and annual leave; however, through stop^gap
msasurts, all stations were manned and the sunmer program of activities
continued without Interruption.

Regional Naturalist Siehultz visited the Park during the nonth and aided
greatly in th^ preliminary planaing of interptretive facilities for Fort
Jefferon, Flamingo, and Everglades City. Also, he offered many valuable
suggestions toward making the Headquarters Visitor Center more tm ful

to the Park visitor. It was generally agreed that the provision of facilities
for evening prograins at Flamingo and revamping the Headquarters Visitor ^g

Center are of prime importance. _ j_^i

Mr. Schulte also attended several Interpretive programs while in the Park.

ON-SITE PROGRAMS ; f ^ I e''^?Li- re-..

.

Talks MuBibcr Attendance
Royal Palm 78 3,369 ..-.^h^r*

Flamingo 3irslty Th«»* ^.323

• maA -^i'

Guided Walks .^aA.
Royal Palm 60 1,856
Flamingo 7 116

Special off-site Programs f

8/15 Conference of Vetemarians, Miami (Christensen) 127
8/15 U. of Miami Geography Class (Christensen) 42 '

8/15 Perrine Kiwanis Blub (Dodd) 35
8/31 Homestead Air Force Base (Miele & Christensen) 150

Total Attendance 7,018

for Programs
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UNITED STA. .-.

'TPARTMrNT OF THE INTERIOR
:_ PARK SP.RVICE

ATTENDED STATIONS
Park Headquarters
Royal Palm
Flamingo

UNAnENDED STATIONS
Anhlnga Trail
Gunbo Limbo Trail
Pinelands Trail
Pa-Hay-0-Kee Trail
Mahogany Hammock Trail
Mangrove Trail (Closed

Fron.:

Attendance

•.r.vrf

10,562
7,350

.2
8,400

12,600
10,500
3,150
6,135
5,309

onstruction) —

Total Attendance 64,006
for Stations

GRAND TOTAL 71,024

INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES AND PLANNING ;

Theechibit plan for the "water" exhibit at Royal Palm has been completed and
forwarded to the Regional Office. Also, interpretive plans for Fort
Jefferson and the Headquarters Visitor Center have been prepared.

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATIONS:

A long experienced need for a systematic method for reporting observations
of natural history value has been remedied through the joint efforts of
the Ranger's Activities Division and the Division of Interpretation. A dairy
of observations is kept by each of the uniformed field people and submitted
to the Superintendent each month. Then, significant observations are in-

corporated into the master natural history file. Please see attached form.

A ^ .4. ^ ..

Biology seminars continued with an excellent discussion of p««t and the
mangrove forest being presented during August. Discussion leaders were members
of the Pennsylvania State University faculty. These men have studied the
Park's peat soils for many years and presented a most provoking story. Ten
members of the Park staff attended.

Total

Ernst T. Christensen
Chief Park Naturalist

Enclosure

ingrahiaiH and Cape on A'
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m T| IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIOI'AL PARK

and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL KONU^ENT
P. 0. Box 279

HOI^ffiSTEAD, FLORIDA

September 2, 1962

I'femoranduin

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for August, 1962

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Nightly programs were held in the visitor's lounge with an average attendance
of h3 visitors per evening or an increase of 20^ over the average attendance
last month. Morning walks were conducted on Saturday anc Sunday inortni ngs
throughout the month wit' good attendance.

Interpretive Services

Naturalist Schiffman was on annual lea\7e from August 6th to August 25th,
luring his absence naturalists from headquarters and Royal Pflm filled
in for evening programs on 10 days of the month. Rsnger Schesventer
conducted one evening program with a showing of the eagle film.

Interpretive cnntacts for the month:

Program Number ' Attendance

Evening Talks 31 1, 323
V^alks 7 116
Information Desk 22 days 395

Total 1, Q3h

Mscellaneous

Regif:nal Naturalist Schultz with son visited in the Flamingo area
August 1, 2 and 3» I'^« Schultz was rccorapanied by Naturalist Schiffman
to Snake Bight and Bear Lalce on Aupust 2 and on a boat trip to Lake
ingraham and Cape Sable on August 3#
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I'frazek accompanied Biologist Robertson with Berlin Zoo Director
Heinz Claus and wife to Oyster Keys and House's Eitch by boat on August
29th, A fine show of shore birds including an ; vocet and Hudsonian
Curlew and a large fiock of white ibis with a solitary spoonbill snd
one glossy ibis -jere seen in the fists at House's Ditch at flood tide.
Several reddish egrets in the white phase were also seen.

Research ?nd Observation

Great /jhite Herons vjere observed nesting on Catfish and Oyster Keys
during the month.

Six immature bald eagles were seen along the roadside opposite the
entrance to lishogsuj Hammock road on /iUgust 22nd. Several of these
young birds could be seen with regularity in the Flamipgo area.

I'''i'azek spent several days in the field vrith Dr. Craighead checking
mangrove recovery plots on some ^ the Florida Bay keys during the
month

.

Park N
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

October 5, 1962

Memorandtun

To:

From:

Superintendent

Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Division of Interpretation Monthly Report, Septeimber 1962

Interpretive Services ;

Travel to Everglades National Park was in the lowest part of the yearly
pattern and somewhat depressed by three factors. Considerable
apprehension was in evidence concerning the encephalitis epidemic else-
where in Florida. Stories of heavy mosquito infestations also seecried

to keep people away frovn the Park and finally there has been a falling
off of interest in the Park on the part of people living in the surround'
Ing areas. A program of two dally programs at Royal Palm was maintained
throughout the month with an extra program Saturdays and Sundays.
Evening talks were regularly scheduled at Flamingo and morning walks
were scheduled during the weekends.

Following is a statistical suoranary of interpretive contacts made during
the month:

Number of

Royal Palm
Flamingo
Special

Talks Outside Area:
Air Force Pilots
Bayan Garden Club

i Alumni Association

Guided Walks:

\ Gumbo Limbo
Flaiiiingo Shoreline

Talks Attendance
844

,v.u^^;

.

34

29
1

511
22

1377

179

38
89

306
:]a(&««&#Atf

35 535
•• vawi

6 38

573
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Informational Contacts:
Hq. Visitor Center
Flamingo V.C.

TOTAL PERSONAL CONTACTS: 5851

Manned Interpretive St<!ition8:

Hq. Visitor Center 3500

^
Royal Palm V.C. 7300

"Flamingo 6200
17000

Unmanned Interpretive Facilities:
Anhinga Trail 11200
Royal Palm 8100
Pinelands Trail 4200

^ Pa-Hay-Okee 6135
Mahogany Hammock 5309
Mangrove Trail (Closed)

TOTAL 34944

TOTAL INTERPRETIVE CONTACTS: 147795

Miscellaneous; •

Ranger-Naturalist Mrazek accompanied Drs. Hammer and Dezner, plant
physiologists frori Venezuela who arc studying storm mortality of man-
groves, on a boat trip into Coot Bay and VJhitevater Bay on September
11th.

Ranger-Naturalist Mrasek accompanied by boat three members of the multi-
national communications specialists seminar , organized by the Brandeis
University Communication Research Center with the cooperation of the
U.S. Department of State to Lake Ingraham and Whitewater Bay on September
15th. The members were: Mr. Watt Seng Koh, Dep. Director of Basic
Education, Singapore; Mr. Tadashi Yoshida, Chief of Radio Culture Division,
Tokyo, Japan; Mr. Isuo Saito, Specialist in Audio Visual Education,
Okayama, Japan.

Research and Observation;

About 40 nests of Little Green Herons were discovered along the Homestead
Canal between Bear Lake and Gator Lake on Sept. 19th. Young birds were
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observed in various stages of development - from the newly hatched
to well feathered fledglings about ready to leave the nests. There
were generally two to three young to a nest.

Interpretive facilities and curatorial work has been initiated on the
Seminole Indian exhibit and on the exhibit plan for the replacement
of the exhibits in the Headquarters Visitor Center.

Speelal Events ;

Assistant Park Naturalist Karraker and Seasonal Naturalist Hary J. Ward
wexc married on September 22nd in Denver » Colo.

Ernst T. Christensen
Chief Park Naturalist

Copy to: Div. Of Interpretation
Flamingo

^l^.cr uje i^si i^ae
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL M'NUMNT
P. 0. Box 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

October 1, 1962

Jfemorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for September, 1962

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Evening programs were held nightly in the visitors' lounge with
generally poor attendance. The average nightly attendance vras 17
visitors, or a decrease of 60p under the average attendance last
month.

The air conditioner in the visitors' lounge x<ras finally repaired
and the resultant cooler and less noisy atmosphere was appreciated
by visitors and interpreters alike during evening programs.

The bayshore nature walks scheduled for Saturdays ?nd Sundays were
also poorly attended and on four of the days when walks were scheduled
during the month there was no show of visitors at all. There is no
doubt that September is one of the months of least visitor use in the
park.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number Attendance

Evening Tall<s 29 511
Walks 6 38
Information Desk 16 days 126

Total 675
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Mscellaneous

I

I'irazek sccoxrrpanled Drs. Hsnmier and Gezner, plant physiolofists from
Venezuela who ?re studying storm mortality of mangroves, on a boat
trip into Coot Bay and Whitewpter Bay on Sept 11th.

I'^razek in boat with three members of the multi-national comriunications
specialists seminar, organized by the Erandeis University Communication
Research Center with the cooper?. tion of the U.S. Department of State to
Lake Ingraham and .'Whitewater Bay on Sept, 1^. The members were :

I'-ir. Watt Seng Koh, I'eputy Director of Basic Education, Singapore;
I'lr. Tadashi Yoshida, Chief of Radio Culture i-'ivision, Tok^/o, Japan
Ti*. Isuo Saito, Specialist in Audio Visual Education, Okayama, Japan.

Research and Cbserv'-ation

About UO nests of Little Green Herons were discovered along the Homestead
Canal between Bear Lake and Gator Lake on Sept. 19th. Young birds were
observed in various stages of development ^ from the newly hatched to
well feathered fledglings about ready to leave the nests. There were
generally two to three young to a nest.

Vincent J^^^^r*azek/^ (^^
Park Naturalist





IfBBLAISS nvTZOHAL PARK
and

FORT JSPFERSOH mUZOmL
P. 0. BOX 279

HQMBSTE.'^, PLCRIDA

Hovember 6, I962

Toj Superintendent, Everj^ladeg Nfctional Park

From: Chief Park Ifeturalist

Subjecti Monthly Bferrative Report, October I962

Interpretive Services '*'

Although Park visitation decreased sli^ihtly durint^ the month of the Cuban
Crises, attendance at Interpretlva prosiwaa experienced an increase.
Visitor interest heightened with the lowering of the vater table and the
retiim of gjiaoll nuffibers of wading birds to the Park.

On Site Proargjns

tDstlks Suiaber Attendance

aoyal PalD ks 1211
iOaiQlngo 31 632
Special 5 111

Ifeiture Walks

Royal Palm l^3 968
n.fiu^lngo 6 60
Special 5 111

OfX' Site TaLUa

October 9, Bay Shore Womens Club, Vtiaa^ ^

InforttatiCMial CcMitacts

BoyiO. falB ItOOO

riuiidiute Key ^kkQ
Flaoint^o 1^3
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6000
kOQO
3CX)0

33S^5

3307

Grand Itotal
27,293
30^3^

Self GuidiPQ Trails AtttaOance

Crarabo Limbo

Pa-h87-'Ok0«

Interpretive FacXlitlea

VaodaXlam va* rcepondllDle for significant danage during October. Trees
ajsd vayside signe were destroyeu on Gumbo Lliabo cod Anhin^^ Trails

Maintenance of fixed audio<-vl3ual devicas has been assumed by tiie Division
of MadLntenance following a directive from the ofi ice of toe Director.
Work progresses om tbe self guiding inteipretive systero for the Flamingo
arsa,

iliscell&neous

At the October 11 neetin^ of the 'Board, of Directors of the Everglades
Ibtural History Association plans were formulated for the annual ineetins*

AXbo, the publications program was discussed.

Chief Park naturalist

DOKarraker :bar
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IN REPLY REFER TO :

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PAHK

And
FORT JEFFERSON NATIONi^L ^»NU1IENT

P.O. Box 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

November 1, 1962

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist Schiffman, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for October, 1962

INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES AND PL/^JINING

Evening programs were held nightly in the visitors lounge with slightly
better attendance than the preceding month. The average nightly attend-
ance was 20.

Interpretive signs for the self guiding trails for the Flamingo area were
at last received and the Naturalists in the area have commenced painting them.

Park Naturalist Schiffman worked at Royal Palm one (1) day early in the month,
and members of the interpretive staff from headouarters came down to Flamingo
to give Evening Talks on fifteen (15) occasions flaring Park Naturalist Mrazek's
annual leave.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts fir the month:

Program
Evening Talks
Walks
Information Desk

Number
31
6
16

Attendance
632
60

1U3

Miscellaneous

A ive foot rattler was removed from the Motel linen room by Schiffman and
Ranger Schesventer, and later released in the back-country.

Don Erskine, '^hief Audio-visual Division, WASO, spent a day in the area.

Schiffman and Mrazek made several field trips in the area, by boat and truck.

'Saul Schiffman
Park Naturalist
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IN REPLY REFER TO ;

April 1, 1?62

llemoranduin

To: Chier Park Naturalist

FroKi: Park TTaturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Ilonthly Narrative Report for March, 1962

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Evening programs continued nightly in the Visitor's Lounge,
noticeable drop in attendance coincident with the first bad

with a

^. _-. jad mosquito
irifestation of the season on or about March 17th, Greater than seating
capacity attendance t-^as experienced on l6 evenings during the early part
of the month.

An experimental nj-ght Auto-cade consisting of 11 cars and 30 visitors
was conducted by Naturalist Dick Young to 9 nile Pond after his everj.ng

program on March 25th, Participating visitors expressed enj o;;>a!ient of

the adventiire vjith the exception of the presence of aimoyirjg mosquitos»-
It nay be v;orth while trying such scheduled tours durir^g tlie mosquito-
free irinter months.

Interpretive 332rv'ices

Interpretive cont-^cts for the m^nth:

Program

Evening Talks

^.Jalks

Sepcial T^ks

Special "Jalks

Special Auto- cades

Information Desk

Number Attend ance

31 3,1;67

17 215

1 15

2 60

2 70

681

Total Ij.,708
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Noticeable numbers of swallow-tailed kites have brightened the birding

for xBnj visitors vHth their jracefttl so9ring over th- everglnr'es snd

Murridane battered nan~rove country, this month.

Two c*r more sandhill cranes .. - ... .. . . — -— '-..^ -... ihe transition

;.one between the salt and fr^sh water areas n(?ar Paurotis Pond during the

month.

I-'^iscel3anf;ou3

I ,_ , , -o'.n'ffman eccompanied Russ Jameson, Florida Fresh Water Fish
and Wildlife photograplii'^r on a trip to Gape Sable ard Lakk Ingraham on
.. :h let.

" raaek accompanied Dr. Hek!<ing, plant ecologist, from the University of

Utrecht, Netherlandi^^ on a fi^ld trip to Shark River -March 9th, vrith

3-='-: -"''' '' '> :'•':
': ".^Ui^las Adams.

" .-^ '" \4 '-

' a fpecial walk ^'t 7~
,^ ,

'

'

,_,'

Scidxfnan conuU'.;ted a sp'^^cial Auto-cade of the Flamingo area for the South

Florida Audubon VJork shbp n;roup of -forty persons on March l3th. He presented
a special telk to a ^irl s-nut group at Flamingo on the same day.

Tiraask accompanied '^r. ,,. y. ,x io.vii -i^. - , .l^v... -.^:^v--.-i .v.^:. party of two on

a birding trip to House »s Ditch on March 29th. A show of ' about 200 Avocets
in the lake north of the ditch waf. rev/arding.

Members of the interpretive rtaff alt Flamingo npent considerable tirre with
I!ir. Eugane Schumacher, photographer for the- International Congress For The

Conservation cf Natural Resoui-ces, in the field and also -dth NFS phttogrq) her

Jack Boucher during his photography in the Flamingo area.

^' V-j-ViCentjf^-ffpi.

Park Na-^i|p^iS't

^^^2
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
AND

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N 2615 P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

December 7, 1962

lt%moVAndMs«

To: Superintendent

Tro\ : Ch-^ef Naturalitt

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for Nova Tiber, 1962

Interpretive Servxce«

Despite the Cuban crxsis occurence, vie^Ltat'-cn to Flamingo held up well,
and although guest regiatratian at the Ijdge was cff 30% for the onth,

evening prcgra.s were well attended. The average nightly attendance at

these programs was 46 visitors or an Increase jf L7C7L over last !r;<)nth.

Naturalist personnel frora headquarters and Royal Palm filled in for eight
evening programs -intil the return >f Park Naturalist Mraae^ fro*f annual

leave on Nove ber i7th.

A group of graduate students frov. Florida State University received special
assistance dur.ng their study of the ecdcgy d the Everglades. Special
field trips were led by Naturalists Mraze.v. and Taylor and collaborator
Craighead. An evening seainar on plant ecology was conducted by Naturalist
Karraii^er.

Many guests of the U.S. State Department were given special toviru during
the onth

Naturalist Schiffman accompanied Italian Econonic Specialists Messrs. Mesara
and Linberger on a tour of the Bear Lake and Snake Bight areas on Noverber
2nd. Also, Naturalist Schiffman excorted U.S. State Department vis-toro
from Thailand and Cyprus to Bear Lake and Snake Bight on November 12th.

Naturalist Mraze^ accompanied Dr. Craighead and Professor Andre P. Cleweii,
instructor of Botany at the Florida State University, with five students
on a tour of the Flamingo area on Nove sber 17th. Naturalist Mraze;..

provided interpretive couunentary for a group of six Guater-aian Naval Officers
on a boat tour into Whitewater Bay on Nov<^<ber 23rd.
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Hundreds of Amy personnel currently stationed in South Florida have
attended progrars at Royal Palm Visitor Center.

Naturalist Zim-^cr guided a group of Finnish students on the 5th.

On Site Prograins

Talks
Royal Pa Ira

Flanjingo

Mature Walks
Royal Palm
Flamingo

Offsite Talks

Nujrbar

62

29

72

7

November
November
November
Nove ber
Novenber

5

13

23
27
29

Ft. Lauderdale Woi^en's Club (Christensen)
PlyL".oath Congregational Church (Christensen)
Collier County Audubon Society (KarraKer)
Florida State University Senanar (Karrai^er)

Exchange Club uf iUysh^re (Christensen)

Infomational Contacts

Parachute Key
Royal Palm
Flamingo

Self Guiding Trails

Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Pinelands
Pa-hay-o-kee
Mahogany Hammock
Mangrove Trail

Total

Attendance

1,625
1,331

1,580
147

66
67

80
20
69

5,508
6,210

ifel

16,365

7,000
5,0o0
3,100
4,522
4,704

5u0
Total 24,826
Total 4i,69x

Intrepretlve Facilities

The interpretive signs for the self-guiding system at Flamingo were cor pleted
this month. The installation of the trail awaits the arrival of posts for
mounting the signs and co; pletion of the gi^ ide leaflets.
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Research and Observation

Excellent bird shows were to be seen iii the flamingo and nearby areas
this nonth. Several hundred white pelicans could be seen daily on
the spoil bank near the Visitor Center. Hundreds of egrets, and white
ibis along with scores of wood ibis and spoonbills were to be seen in

the Coot Bay Pond area and Bear Laite canal for several weei^s during
the month.

A scissor-tailed flycatcher and western kingbird were seen in the
employees' residence area during the bird oanding pr«jject there this
rionth

.

Ernst T. Chris tens en
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EVESGLAOBS NATIONAL PARK
and

PORT JKPPERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
^^•itot p, 0. BOX 279 12 MX)Royal Fala HCHESTEAD, PLORIDA -'400
FlMOago ••™

January 4» 196f
675

Menorandisn
l^j 20C

To: Superintendent, Everglade*

From: Chief Park Naturalist 7.377

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report, December 1962
" ^

Interpretive Services

The easel exhibit on fish has beeu redone and placed on the Anhlnga Trail.
The final proof reading of the text of the ernest Coe exhibit was accom-
plished. Burned trail labels were replaced on Mahogany Hamnock and the
Mangrove Trails. Work on the stake and leaflet trail at Flamingo is

progressing very well and this interpretive facility will be In operation
during the comlag winter. The winter schedule of interpretive prograois
began with five programs daily in the Royal Palm area and caropflre
programs five nights a week at Long Pine Key Campground. Nature wali^ts

are conducted each noming at Flamingo.

Considerable service to special groups was provided during the holidays.
A WAE naturalist has been added to the staff at Flamingo; a seasonal
naturalist at Royal Palm and an additional Park Guide at the visitor
center.

Programs

Talks Number Attendance

Royal Palm 92 4,524
Flamingo 30 2,219

Guided Walks

Anhlnga Trail
Gumbo Limbo Trail
Bayshore
Special - Flamingo

Roving Contacts

31

62

18

3

1,638
1,872
406
310

2,000
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Manned Interpretive Station

Visitor Center
Royal Palm
Flamingo

^^

Self-guided Interpretive Traila

Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Pineland
Pa-Hay-Okee
Mahogany Hannock
Mangrove

12 »800
8,400

675

15,200
13,400
5,700
6,828
7,327
5.100

Total 88,399

Imst T. Christensen

Irc
ETChristensdn:bar

-ill

,610
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EVERGLADES NATIOtiAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL JdNUI^iENT

P. 0. Box 2 79
HOMESTFJO), FLORIDA

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for December, 1962

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

An accelerated winter schedule of interpretive programs was stsrted

on Dec. l^th. Bayshore walks were conducted daily at 8:30 AM with the

exception of Saturdays. A wilderness hike down the Bear Lake road

starting st 8:30 Ar was conducted er^ch Spturdaj'- morning beginning
Dec. l^th. This hike wgs very ^jell received and on the three Saturdays
the hike wes conducted this month a total of 100 visitors participated.

As last year the seating capacity of the Visitor's Lounge x^ras taxed to

the utmost from Dec, 22 throughout the holidays. The usual crowds
thronged to Flamingo and attended all the interpretive programs in

large numbers.

Interpretive Services

Richard L. Cunningham entered on duty as a WAE Seasonal Naturalist on

Dec. 15th. Yx, Cunningham has had considerable experience as a research
biologist with the National Audubon Society in the Florida Keys. He is,

of course, familiar vxith the natural history of the area and has adapted
himself very rapidly to interpretive work.

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program

Evening Talks
Walks
Special Walks
Information Desk

Number Attendance

30 2,219
18 U06
3 310

675

Total 3,610
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I''2iscellane'"us

Npturslist Schiffman spent several cisjs in the field birding with
Senator and i^irs, Spessfrd Holland during the month.

i'''ir32ek accompanied a group of 20 ranger aids on pn orientation boft
tour to .jliitewater Bay on Eec. 2,

i^lrazek out with B,S, State Dept, guests ir. Song from Korea and 'ir. Lieu
from Viet Nam to Bear Lake and Coot Bay on Cec, Uth.

Naturalists Schiffman and Cunningham participated in the Christmas bird
count on Dec* 30th.

Special programs were presented to the Timpano Florida Science Study
group on Dec. 25th and 26th. There were 125 students in the group.

Research and Observation

On a trip to Cuthberb Rookery on Dec. 17th I|.00 wood storks were seen
mating, going through courtship performance and carrying nesting material.
On a trip later on Dec. 2 9th, 1,500 wood storks xirere seen on rookpry key
and over a hundred and fifty nests were counted.

A scarlet ibis was observed by Naturalist Cunningham and U2 participants
in his wilderness hike along the Bear Lake Trail on Dec. 22nd.

A fish kill of many thousands of jacks occurred rfter the recent cold
spell on Dec. 13th. Vultures were having a field day along the Flamingo
shores for days afterward.

Snook seemed to bite on anything for several days after the cold spell
and people were catching their l:^mits in a matter of a few minutes from
the sea walls near the Visitor Center.

Vincent
Park Natur

.:^Q^f-^,^^^ Vincent J. >ffUfzek / ^^
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and ^ *

RajFtl ftklu PORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT -^^^

Flwiago P. 0. BOX 279
Vlalcor C«at«r Sv^ui^s^ HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

February 6, 1963

Memorandum

To: Superintendent, Everglades
1915

FromluMbo Chief Naturalist, Everglades

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report, January 1963

Interpretive Facilitiea

In the Flamingo area, 24 of the numbered guide signs for the Mangroveland
Nature Guide were installed along Buttonwood Canal. The Guide paniphlets

themselves have been provided for Boat-a-caders.

An exhibit panel to house and interpret the aquarium in the Royal Palm
station has been designed and is near completion by Naturalist Taylor.

The peak attendance recorded at the Flamingo evening programs this

month is a constant reminder of the need for larger and more suitable
facilities for these audio-visual programs. On many nights visitors
were unable to get inside the door of the Visitors' Lounge in order to
stand for the program.

Interpretive Services

All during January the winter schedule of talks, walks and evening
programs has been in full swing. Campfire programs are presented five
nights a week at I>ong Pine Key campground. In addition, each Wednesday

a special audio-visual program xs given in the Visitor Center auditorium.

F . -2 dsily talks and walks at Royal Palm n.ean that at almost any time of.

the day, visitors can take in an interpretive program.

In the Flamingo area a guided nature walk occurs each morning. On
Saturdays this is an extensive hike up the Bear Lake Road, emphasizing birds
and botany. This is becoming one of the most popular of the Park programs.

'££&i

Ernst t. ChristMiMMi
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DtPAKl
Number

Talks

Royal Palm 149

Flamingo ^ 31

Visitor Center Evening Jy'
Campfire ^4

Special talks 12
220

.\TERIOR
Attendance

5078
3601
27

10832

a*

<!.^i4«<« ^'^alka

Anhinga
Guoibo Limbo
Bayshore

57

83
27

1915
2010
415

4340"

Roving Contacts

Flamingo
Royal Palm
Viaitar Jdeotar

In spite of t

Manned Stations

600
1000
360

1<^60

Visitor Center Parachute Key
Visitor Center Flamingo
Royal Palai

Se lf-oi>erating Stations

Anhinga
Gumbo Limtu
Pinelands
Pa-hay-ok«e
Mahogany Hammock
Mangrove Trail ont,5c

Talks Outside Area

^^^

1178
1800

11250

25,300
19,400
8,100
8,778
10,097
5^.600

81,275

were in-

c'ials

IS

' rrr

January 15, Tropical Audubon
January 27, Kansas Club, Miami

Total

60
97

15Z ,-L/C

109,814

Ernst T. Christensen
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1 REPLY REFER TO:

)Ĵ i;

\.
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLAE'ES IIATICML PAflK

and
FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL KOITOWENT

P. 0. Box 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthlv Narrative Report for January, I963

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

The normal let-up in visitor use after the holidays did not occur
at Flamingo this year« Attendance at evening programs remained at

a peak with the exception of a few evenings. There were many nights

when the inadequacy of the seating capacity in the Visitor's Lounge
w as felt acutely and many visitors were unable to get inside the door.

In spite of crowded conditions and poor ventilation and acoustics,
visitors unanimously expressed their enjoyment and appreciation for
these program.s.

Nature walks, x^rhich were conducted each morning, were also very ^ell
attended snd enjoyed by participating visitors,

2\\ of the numbered signs for the Ifengroveland Nature Guide were in-
stalled at their designated locations along the Buttonwood Canal this
month. Forty more of these signs are yet to be installed along the
Bear Lake Road and the main park road when additional materials are
received, A satisfactory method of distributing the leaflets has not
yet been decided upon.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number

Evening Talks 31
Walks 27
Special Talks 2

Information Desk

i'^ttendgnce

3,601
UI5

1,178

Total 5,2l49
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Mscellaneous

Naturalist ¥Tazek spent the day of Jan l^th and the morning of Jan l6th
with Ifessrs. Jose Pojan and Albert Bruzual, Venezuelan National Park
officials on l-jahogany Harariock Trail, fengfrove Trail, Flamingo area. Bear
Lake Trail and East River Rookery,

Naturalist Schiffman conducted a campfire program for 30 members of the
Athletic Class of South Dade High School on Jan 28th.

Naturalist Cunningham presented a special program on birds to 25 members
of the Florida Audubon Society from I'iaitland, Florida on Jan 12th.

Research and Observation

Perhaps the most important observation for this report is the successful
formation of the Cuthbert rnd East River Rookeries. If all goes as ex-
pected, boat trips for visitor viewing of the Cuthbert Rookery can start
sometime after mid-February.

Park Nat

\^^^/
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EVERGLADES NATIOHAL PARK

rORT JEFFERSON NATIOHAL MONUMENT
N2615 P. 0. BOX 279

HOMBST£AX>, FLORIDA

March 5, 1963

Mamorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Chief Park. Naturalist

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report, Interpretive Divlaion, February 1963

Interpretive y«tcllltlea

Nearly all of the eff"rt of the Naturalist staff w&s directed 't public
contact woriv, A fev project* were completed. The turtle exhibit for the
Anhlnga Trail was redone and relocated. The cabinet for the nquarliim

exhibit was finished except for the photo transparenc.'es . The Ernest
Coe exhibit ftrrived fr'Tm the Branch of Museums in Washington and prep-
arations for its Installation ure in progress.

Dur ng the nonth considerable effort was trade to get replaeetnent slides
for the rookery exhibit at Flamingo. It is hoped that a set of Cu^piioned

slides will result.

Interpretive Services

Perhaps the nost surprising developtrtent of this scvnaon n public contact
work haf been the phenominal attendance at b^^th can.pflre progran^s ^nd
the Wednesday even ng progr.iir in the Visitor Center Attendance has
considerably r.ore thin doubled fron^ list year for the same month in face
of reduced Purk visitation. Talks at both places arr given to over
capacity no.diences conslstantly This s attributed directly to the
large populat on of carpers at the Long Pine Key Campground. Very
surely much more suitable seat ng ind a capacity at least doubl*
the present must be provided before another season.

On Site Programs

Talks Nionber Atteodanee

Royal Palm 142
Flamingo 3^'
Campflre —^
Visitor Center, evening A
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f^j^
Talks Number

Special Talks 6

Guided Walks

Anhinga 67
Gumbo Limbo 80
Bay Shore 26

373

Manned Stations

Visitor Center
Royal Palm
Flamingo

Self Guiding Trails

Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Pine lands
Pa-hay-okee
Mahogany Hammock
Mangrove

Roving Contacts

Off-site Talks
Closed circuit T.V. program
North Mlacil Women's Club
Bal Harbor Rotary.
West Homestead School
Oorsey Hlghschool» Miami
Kendall Methodist Church

Total

Attendance

236

2,022
2,488
448

18,998

18,125
25,500
1.260

44,885

32.100
26,000
9.200
10,900
13,600

- £.600
100,800

7,000

6,000
90
100

100

105

18.

6,413

192,136

Ernst T. Christensen
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REPLY REFER TO:

) )

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

E?ERGLALES KATICKAL PA3K
and

FORT J^FFRSOK KATICML MlIUIiCOT

P. 0. Box 279
HOl^ilSTFJJ), FLORIDA

March 3, 1963

Kemorpndum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Konthly Narrative Report for February, 1963

Interpretive facilities and Planning

Evening programs were very well attended. Again, as last month, on

at least 2 ^ evenings during the m^nth there just was not enough room
in the Visitors' Lounge even for standees.

The langroveland Trail ;;umbers i^rere all installed along the main park
road and Beal? Lake road. The numbers along the canal had been installed
previously. There still seems to be some confusion as to the method of

leaflet distribution. To date, there have been 32 copies scld at the
I\!PS information desk.

Interpretive Services

Interi^tive contrCts for the month:

Program

Evening Talks
Walks
Special Talk
Information Desk

Number

28

26
1

Attendance

U,06l
khQ
36

1,260

Total 5,805

Special TV Program 6,000 H.S. StuEdents
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1 iscellaneous

Naturalist Mrazek spent k days in the field with I-;r. Frank Ilssland, forTTier

Chairman of the National Parks Advisory B oard and now special a-'visor on

national parks to Sec. Udall. Trips were made to E. River Rookery,

Cuthbert Rrokery, "hark River and Cape "^sble,

Ilaturalist Cunningham presented a special l5 minute T.V. program on

Conservation in South Florida on Channel 17 on Feb. 12th. The program was

viewed by 6,000 High School biolog^tudents.

Naturalist Irrz^k Escorted Konsieur snd t:adam A. Freyens on a tour of the

Flamingo area on Feb. l8th. Konsieur Freyes is C'-mmissioner of Belgium

National Parks.

Naturalist Cunningham gave ? short orientation talk to 36 members of the

Coral Gables Garden Club on Feb. 11th.

Naturalist Cunningham accompanied U.S. St'te bept guest Ji-.' Vichien from

Thailand on tour of Flamingo area on Feb. 5th.

Naturalist I-':razek spent the day at E. River Rookery with Dade Thornton and

Asst Chief Naturalist R. Haugen assisting with photography and transportation,

Research and Observation

The E. River and Cuthbert Rookeries seemed t^ M7:i^J^^^®^ ^° ^^^^ extent

from cold and rainy weather. On a trip %im4f on^febT 19th. with ¥t. Masland

and Biologist Robertson at least 30 black and turkey ^oaltures were seen

around the rookerj'- feeding on dead young in the nests.

I'Jh.ite ibis, x^ood storks, Anhingas, Snowy and Comrrion Fgrets and "^ouisipna

Ferons were seen nesting in Rookery Branch on Feb. 5th. The size of this

rookery could not be estimated because of limited visibility from a boat.
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N2615 P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

April 5, 1963

Menorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Acting Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report, Interpretive Division, March 1963

Interpretive Facilities

Naturalist Taylor built a very satisfactory rear projection box that

was used at the Hoirestead Fair. It worked very well, even in bright
sunlight. Since it is very portable, it should serve the ParR wherever
and whenever a display is needed.

The Naturalist staff has just received froi the Chief, Branch of Museums,
the exhibit plan for the Anhinga and Gumbo Lirbc trail shelters at Royal
Pain:.

Interpretive Services

Chief Naturalist Christensen xs at Harper's Ferry attending the fi-rst

Naturalist training session. He reports a very heavy schedule of work,
but is finding xt very enjoyable and interesting.

The coiubination of Mr. Christensen' s absence, additional coinmitr ents

,

and continued heavy travel has kept the renaining staff very busy.

The Mangrove Nature Trail Guide leaflets are being sold both at the Visitor
Center at Flamingo and at the West Lake boat landing.

Research and Observations

Naturalist Mrazek reports that both Cuthbert and East River Rookeries seem
to be holding up normally, although soine concern was expressed by biologists
about the dwindling food supply due to the rapid drying of the glades and
lowered water tables. Taylor Slough is rapidly drying up and there is a

considerable increase in the nur.ber of alligators around the available
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water. The nain pond in front of the Royal Palm Station is now so fall
of algae that gar fish are not visible unless very close to the surface.

^, J
Water level along inost of the board walK is very low except for a few
holes.

Programs

Talks

Royal Palm
Planingo
Csnipfire & Audio-Visual

Total

Guided Walks

Anhinga
GiJtmbo Limbo
Flamingo

Total

Special Programs

Off-Site Programs

Roving Contacts

Manned Interpretive Stations

Visitor Center
Royal Pain:

Flamingo
Total

Self-Guided Trails

Anhinga
Guinbo Limbo
Pa-hay-okee
Mahogany Hammock
Mangrove

Total

Grand Total

Number

50

88

30

168

19

5

Attendance

1,840
2,754

499
5,093

1,114

230

8,149

'n;o76
'"

25,155

43,310

3l5,5oO

^;,5U0
11,592
13,251
9.48S

^f,332

I^y,35o

Robert T. Haugen
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REPLY REFER TO:

)

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVSllGLi'^XES Ki,.TIGr:;vL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATI ML ICNUKENT
P. 0. Box 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

April 1, 1963

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for March, I963

Interpretive Facilities and Blanning

Attendance at evening programs began to drop about mid-month due to
the decrease in the number of cpmpers which is normally experienced
at this time of the year.

The concessioner purchased S^C copies of the Mangroveland Nature Guide
leaflets and they were being sold for 10^ a copy at the QTisitor Center
and West Lake boat landing, as well as at the naturalists' desk at

Flamingo.

Work was begun on replenishing the orchids and bromeliads in the planters
near the museum.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Frogrg'm

Evening Talks
Walks
Sr-ecial Talks
Special Auto-cade
Information Desk

Number Attendance

31 3,661
30 h99
3 390
1 60

1,08^

Total 5,695
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J-'iscellaneous

Naturalist ?c}iffman presented a prop ram on Park Lpndscapes to the
"'.^elcome Club in Miami Shores on Mpvch 5th,

Naturalist I'ira^ek conducted a special Auto-cade of Tropical Nrture
VJorkshop members numbering 12 cars and 60 people from West Lake To

Flamingo on March 2[i.th.

Naturalist Sc^iffman gave a talk on the park to the Temple Israel
Men's Club in Miami Beach on K: rch 26th.

Naturalist Schifffman gave a special talk to the Florida Prrk Personnel
Assoc, num.bering UO members on March 28th in the Flamingo Visitor's
Lounge

.

Research and Observation

Cuthbert and E. River Rookeries seemed to be holding up normally,
although some concern was expressed by biologists about the dwindling
food sup ly due to the rapid drying of the glades and lowered wrter
tables

.

Naturalist Mrazrk accompanied Dr. Craighead and Sub-District Ranger
Xi/ickware on a survey of the Australian Pine infestation on Cape Sable
on March 20th.

^ VincenV^^ i ras^ek

Park Ifeturalist
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

1 FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N2615 P. O. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA ^'"

May 7. 1963

Memorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report, Interpretive Division, April 1S63

Interpretive Facilities

Almost ail effort of the interpretive personnel has been devoted to

public contact work for the past three and one half months. Only those
other projects that were entirely urgent have been undertaken. During
the month exhibit plans for the Anhinga and Gumbo Limbo Trails were
reviewed. Preli)ainary steps to accomplish the mural exhibit for the
Parachute Key Visitor Center were made. Work was begun to study ail
nature trail labels with the thought of revising and revrriting anti-
quated labels.

Interpretive Services

The pattern of travel for the month of April followed the usual pattern
of continuing high until Easter and then dropped off. This year, because
of a sonewhat earlier Easter and the absence of insect pests, travel
continued high during the weet>. following Easter and then slumped suddenly.
Consequently, the winter schedule of Naturalist activities was continued
until the slump occurred. Then a revised surrmer schedule was instituted.

April travel contained many college students and visiting scientists,
and heavy use was made of interpretive facilities and activities.

Special Programs

On April 18, the exhibit depicting the story of how Everglades National
Park came into being and the part of Ernest Coe in it, was shown at a
special meeting of the Miami Rotary Club. Assistant Superintendent
Dodd, Chief Naturalist Christensen and Park Guide Zirmner gave talks
at the meeting at which the Rotary Club presented the exhibit to the
National Park Service. Tlxis exhibit will be installed at the Visitor
Center at Parachute Key.
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Programs

Talks

Royal Palm
Flamingo
Campfire & Audio-visual

Guided Walks

Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Bay Shore & Bear Lake

Special
Off-Site

48
76

23

17

3

Attendance

4,280
2 .483.

^376

1,049
1,884

304

860
304

-zri^

Manned Interpretive Stations

Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Tal'x.

Flaningo Museuin

Self-guided Facilities
Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Pinelands
Pa-hay-oKee
Mahogany Hamrrock

Mangrove Trail

Roving Contacts 2,700

153,155

Ernst T. Christensen
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EVERGUDES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL l^JONUI'ENT

P. 0. Box 279
HOMESTE;*!), FLORIDA

Kay 1, 1963

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Seasonal Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for April, 1963

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Attendence at evening prograrriS and on morning walks continued to

decrease due to drop in numbers of campers and Lodge visitors
which is normal for this time of year. ICaximum monthly attendence
occurred from April 11 to April II4. (Easter Sunday) and quickly
dropped after the latter date.

Korning walks were reduced to three days a week: Saturday, Sunday,

and Tuesday. The Saturday morning v/ilderness Kike down the Bear
Lake Road was changed to the Bayshore Trail dre to excessive heat
and an increase in mosquitos.

Naturalist Schiffman finished work on replenishing the orchids
and bromeliads in the planters near the museum.

Naturalist Schiffman left on i\pril 2k for two weeks leave.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program

Evening Talks
V/alks

Special Talks
Information Desk

Number

30
23
1

Attendence

2,U63
30U
1^
7^0

Total 3,^52
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Miscellaneous

Naturalist Ixazek conducted British Air Force Group Captain
Reginald Coleman and family to East River Rooker^r on April 8.

Naturalist Ixazek conducted I.r. J. C, F. Jharton, Deputy
Director, Fish and Valdlife Service of Australia to East

River Rookery on April 15.

Naturalist Cunningham gave a short talk to a college biologj?-

group accompanied by hic, Durbin Tabb of the University of

Miami larine Laboratory. Talk was given to 1$ stidents on

April 27.

Research anc Obsei^ation

Naturalists I-irazek and Cunningham visited Sandy Key twice
(April 9 and April 23) for purposes of wildlife investigation.
Naturalist Cunningham filed a report of observstions of

ornithological value with the Park Biologist. On the April

23 trip we discovered about UO to 50 pairs of nesting Louisiana
Herons j several nests contained eggs.

Naturalist Mjr-azek took Fred Truslow to East River Rookery on

AprilU for photography purposes.

Naturalists I^razek and Cunninghajn began a studv of road killed
animals along the l''!ain Park road.

Naturalist Cunningham located nest, with 3 eggs, of a Jilson's

Plover for a photographic study by Fred Truslow.

Richard L. Cunningham
Seasonal Park Naturalist
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

. X ,

.

and
^^ FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT

P. 0. BOX 279

toy^- -i^>-' HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

June 5, 1963

Heraorandum

Tot Superintendent

From: Chxef Naturalist

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report, Interpretive Division, May, 1963

Revised summer schedule has given staff t me to continue work on special
projects. Chief Park Naturalist Christensen completed the draft of the
Visitor Use Brief. Naturalist Taylor has finished laying out the Loop
Trail at Royal Palm. Rita Shields, a local art student working under
the direction of the Chief Naturalist is making a series of sketches
that will be used on nature trails. Some sixty trail labels have been
redone and about forty labels have been replaced.

Interpretive Services

Frequent storms in the area and the usual slump in travel at this time
of the year is reflected in the interpretive contacts of this month.
Special groups continue to arrive during wee^ ends at Royal Palm. Naturalist
Haugen was on annual leave during the first half of the month and Naturalist
Mrazek was on emergency leave for two and a half weeKs. Naturalist Schiffman
was transferred to the Blue Ridge Parx^vay on May 11.

Research and Observation

The very dry situation at Royal Palm has ended and Taylor Slough is beginning
to carry considerable volume of water. Right after the first heavy rain
the narrow part of the slough just below the board walk was choked with
fish, including some very large bass, apparently waiting for higher water
to move out into the glades.

Programs

Talks Number Attendance

Royal Palm 67 2,150
Flamingo 33 1 , 187
Campf ire & Audio-visual -- . ---- ^

Guided Walks ^

Anhinga 36 ^^,^ 1,065
Gumbo Limbo ' 1^^^-^"^ 5^)^
Special _.^^4 ^ ^^^^\
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Number Attendance

OffoSlte Programs 5

Manned Interpretive Stations

Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm
Flamingo Museum

Self-Guldlng Facilities

Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Pinelands
Pa-hay-okee
Mahogany Hammock
Mangrove Trail

Roving Contacts

387

Total

14,700
10,300
6,300
5,701
5,505

1.800

90,333

E. T. Chrlstensen
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1 REPLY REFER TO:

^ ")

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EV^RCLAEES l:mQn:kL F^JIK

and
FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL I-'iONUi-Z-NT

P. 0. Box 279
HGI^iESTEAD, FTORIDA

June 2, 1963

Memorandum

To: Chief P?rk Nsturalist

From: Park Kcturslist, Flamingo

Subject: l-ionthly Narrative xReport for r-ia.y, I963

Interpretive Facilities ?nd Planning

Evening programs were continued nightly with light visitor attendance.
However, there was an increase of 10/^ over the attendance at programs
for the corresponding month Irst jesr»

, orning walks w'-iich were scheduled for Sunday, Tuesday and Saturday
mornings were poorly attended vTith "No shows" on k of the scheduled
dejs .

Several interpretive markers for the mangroveland self-gi.'iding trail
were replaced this mcnth.

Interpretive Services

Naturalist ScViffman was transferred to Blue Ridge Parkway on Kay 11.

Naturalist I-j?azek wa- absent on emergency annual leave for 2 ^ weeks
this month.

Interpeetive personnel from herdquart?rs filled in on m<-ny nights for
evening programs and ranger p'^rsonnel on one night.

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Profram Number Attendance

Evening Talks 31 1,159
Walks 6 29
Special Talks 2 28

Information Desk 390

Total 1,606





liiscellsneous

Naturalist Cunningham eeve a special museum talk tc 20 YJOA Indian
Guides from Lake '.'crth en Kay 25th.

Naturalirt ijTr rek grve a museum talk to 8 French lirval officers from

Key est on iiay 30th.

R-^search €-nr Cbservrticn

Interpretive personnel and the Hanfrove District Rrnger made an evening
inspection of sea turtle nesting activity at CaDe Srble on Kay 31st,

Several fresh crawls T-rere seen, but no turtles were observed laying
epgs during the time of insioection, A great deal of nest predation by
racoons v as in evi'-'ence.

A 7 foot parous female alligator was found in the road ^*ust south of

Kine rile Bend, killed by a motor vehicle on the night of Fjp.j 31st.

The carcass was badly mangled and fully developed e^gs t-ere found
extruded from the body cfvity.

Nesting in the East River and Cuthbert Cookeries was ne?r completion
and most of the birds had left by the end of the month. Visitor boat
trips to Cuthbert Rookery were discontinued on Lay 19th.

?/-^-^4
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

July 3, 1963

Memorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Interpretive Division Monthly Report - June 1963

The recently completed Ernest Coe exhibit has been installed in the Visitor
Center. It presents the history of Everglades National Park in the fomi

of a newspaper and ^fcues for an unusual and interesting display.

Contract for a map of the Park area for the Headquarters asseiribly roora

has been given to Russell Smiley, a local artist.

A maintenance crew under the supervision of Charles R. Smith did an
excellent job of brushing out the new loop trail at Royal Palm.

Interpretive Services . Travel is piCicing up again as schools all over
the country close. Much of the wee.^end crowd at Royal Palm still r.ade

up of Florida visitors that have been here several times.

Park Naturalist Vincent Mrazei. left June 7 for a six month assigncient in

the Washington office. Mrazek's move ; lade it necessary to' reassign
Naturalist Taylor to the Flamingo area.

Naturalist Cunningham reports a falloff in attendance of the naturalist
programs at Flamingo this month. The heavy i.iosquito population, no
doubt, accounts for some of the drop.

Research & Observation . Dr. Frank Craighead, Park Collaborator, checked
a stretch of beach along Cape Sable on June 7 and reported that of 81

turtle nests he located, 76 had been destroyed by raccoons and five by
humans. Later reports given verbally indicate that other stretches of
beach gave a little more encouraging picture.

Chief Park Naturalist Christensen and Naturalist Haugen were taKen to
Buzzards Key by Rangers Stokes and Carlson. Fishermen had reported this
to be the new roosting place of the white ibis that before Donna roosted
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at Duck Rock. Froir 6:20 pm to about 7:30 pm the party observed some 70,000
birds corae to the key. It is hoped that additional protection can be
given this area and that also the inspiring sight can be developed into
a trip to show Par^ visitors.

A checK of Ductv Roci. on the way back to Everglades City revealed only a

few ibis and probably some 500 frigate birds roosting at this key.

Naturalist Cunningham has recorded seeing a Scarlet Ibis near East Cape.

ProRraros

Talks
Royal Palm
Flantingo

Guided Walks
Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Special

Off-site Programs

Manned Interpretive Stations

Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palp)

Flamingo Museum

Self-guiding Facilities

Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Pine lands
Pa-hay-okee
Mahogany Hammock
Mangrove Trail

Roving Contacts

Attendance
2,370
1,781

Tpi3/

549

160

9,330 ^

15,242^-^

JL1,046,__

3 J,^ / «

Total 89,606

Ernst T. Christensen
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Memorandum

To:

From:

Subject:

mryRGJAT'ES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JITFFFRSON KATICNAL I'DNUMEOT

P. 0. Box 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

July 1, 1963

Chief Park Naturalist

Seasonal Park Naturalist, Flamingo

lionthly Narrative Report for June, 1963

Interpretative Facilities and Planning

Evening programs were continued throughout the month with light
visitor attendance . There was s total of eight less people
attending the evening progra^rjs in comparison with June, 1962.
No evening talk was given on June 3 due to complete lack of

visitor attendance.

doming walks were scheduled for Saturday, Sunday, and Tuesday
mornings and were poorly attended. Fourteen walks were sched-
uled but park visitors failed to show for six of the walks.
Of the four scheduled Tuesday morning walks only one was taken.

Abundance cf mosquitos throughout raonth^and especially during
the first quarter of the month due to lack of spraying,no doubt
greatly affected visitor participation in vralks and talks and
5.n overall Flamingo visitation.

A Naturalist guided Museum Tour was started on an experimental
basis on Saturday and Sunday afternoons to give anr'added program
for Flamingo visitors. Cf the six scheduled tours, four were
attended with nurr.bers ranging from U to 21.

Interpretative Services

Naturalist Lrazek left during middle of month for assignm'ent

duty in Washington, D. C.

Naturalist Taylor and family moved down from Pine Island keeping
the Flamingo Naturalist num.ber at two.

/





29 1,081
8 57
1 U2
k 51

550

Interpretative contacts for the month:

Program Mumber Attendance

Fvening Talks
Morning y^'-<lks

Special VJ?lks

loiseum VJalks

Information Desk

Total 1,761

- I'dscellaneons

Naturalist Taylor gave a special walk for [i2 children and
adults from the Presbyterian Church of Homestead.

On Konday, June 17 and Tuesday, June 18, Naturalist Cunningham
accompanied Ranger i'/ickware and three German women (Kisses

Margrette Eurgsfaller, Freida Nobakk, and h^aryanv.e Piffoch),
•who are friends of Senator Holland, to East River Rookery,
Lake Ingraham, Cape Sable, and Sandy Key.

Research and Observation

A Scarlet Ibis, probably samiC one seen in Pecember by Naturalist
Cunningham, was seennear Fast Cape Canal by Ranger Schesventer
(date not knoxfn)

.

Two Bam Swallows 2nd h Sandwich Terns, all unusual for this
time of year, were seen by -'aturalist Cunningham on June 18 at
Sandy ¥.ej and Lake Ingraham.

Richard L. Cunningham
Seasonal Park Naturalist
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030

August 6, 1963

Memorandun

To: Superintendent

Fro?-: Chief Park N^^turaiist

Subject: Interpretive Division Monthly Report - July 1963

General

The vvater level continues to drop 't Royal Palm and is reflected

by an Increase in the alligator population nt Royal Pc^.lra.

The contractor has ji.oved into o trailer -aid is starting construction
of tr=iil shelters :it Royal Palm.

Lithograph prints have been put into lift devices on the Anhingo
Trail and 80 trail labels hdve been readied for reproduction by

the Metal Photo process.

Naturalists Cunningham and Taylor have reported iruch interest ir^

the new telescope they have at Flamingo. The spoil bank across the
channel in Florida Bc.y has i good bird show at low tide and with
the aid of this new scope, the naturalists at tne infor^v-^tion dcsi.

have been able to ri^ake r.any interpretive contacts.

The position of the infomation desk it Flamingo has been changed
to make it easier for visitors and naturalists to maRe contact as

they enter the Visitor Center.

Guided tours of the museuii. have been initiated on sr\ experir ental
basis and it has been found thPt the visitors have responded well
and seetn to enjoy it.

Seasonal Naturalist Sullivan vrlth the aid of Dr. Craighead is nal ing
up a series of plant mounts that will be used fwr a Layman's Herbariura
at Royal Palm. The plants used will be the ones the visitor is n.ost

likely to observe.

Because of the intense heat, all guided walks have been on the Gumbo
Limbo Trail and none on the Anhinga trail.
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Talks
Royal Palm
Flamingo

Walks
Anhinga
Guiabo Limbo
Flaaiingo

Special

Manned interpretive Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Paliu

Flamingo

Self-Guiding Facilities
Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Finelands
Pa-hay-oicee

Mahogany Hammock
Mangrove

Offsite Programs

Television Programs

Roving contacts

Total

Number Attendance
72 2,641
31

72 1,520 -,^

1^
,

258___

13,569
2,566

640

14,200
15,300

^'6,800

8,830
7,437
T^TCO

3 ^ ^250

2,831

86,822
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Interpretive Services

Chief Park Naturalist Christensen 'uade tv;o special television
appearances during July. On July 16, he gave a prograni on Mammals
of South Florida on Channel Two, and July 18, he appeared on the
Molly Turner prograni called Spotlight on Cliovinel Ten. This prograin

dealt with values and probleirs of Everglades National Park.

Assistant Chief Nit tralist Haugen was on a photographic r;nd orientation
trip to Fort Jefferson from July 12 to 15.

Ernst T. Christensen
63
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and NATIONAL PARKI

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MOInIUMENT

P. 0. Box 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

August 1, 1963

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Seasonal Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for July, 1963

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Evening programs were continued throughout the month with an
increase of 366 people over July, 1962. This was also an in-
crease of 4-04- people over June, 1963.

Morning walks were scheduled for Saturday, Sunday, and Tuesday,
Of the five Scheduled Tuesday morning walks only one was at-
tended. Satiirday morning walks were the most heavily attended,
with almost 50% (4-1 people) of the month's total occurring on
this day. The total attendence for morning walks was 15 less
than for July, 1962.

The Museum Tour was continued on Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00
P. M, The prociirement of the new Bushnell telescope has greatly
increased visitor contact. With favorable low tides we are set-
ting up the telescope on the breezeway overlooking the mud flat.
This has proved, on the last weekend of the month, to be a nat-
ural magnetic appeal for passing Park visitors. On Saturday, July
27, from 2:00 to 3:00 P. M., Park Naturalist Taylor contacted 31
visitors. On Sunday, July 28, Naturalist Cunningham contacted
about 100 Park visitors during this time period. This is an ex-
cellent method of informal contact, with the opportunity for Park
visitors to easily observe Flamingo birdlife and to learn about
the Flamingo area. I feel that, especially during the winter sea-
son with large numbers of birds present, this system will prove to
be very popular and informative for Park visitors. The use of the
telescope will of course be dependent upon tidal conditions. On
those afternoons of high tides the regular Museum Tour will continue,
still providing a scheduled weekend afternoon contact.
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The Naturalist Information desk has been moved from in front of
the Natiiralist's Office to a position nearer the Museum, We hope
to increase visitor contact by this rearrangement.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number Attendence

Evening Talks 31 1,^85
Morning Walks 8 90
Special Walks
Museum Tours 7 168

,

Information Desk 6^0

2,383

Miscellaneous

Nothing of a miscellaneous nature seamed to happen at Flamingo
during July in the Naturalist division. Perhaps in August

I

Research and Observation

On July 27 Naturalist Cunningham observed a male Black-faced
Grassquit at Royal Palm, This is the second record for Ever-
glades National Park of this West Indian species. The first
record was that of a female seen at Mahogany Hammock on October

29, i960, shortly after Hurricane Donna,

On July 28 and July 29, up to three Bald Eagles ( one adult and two
immatures) were observed on the mud flat across from the Visitor
Center. With the new telescope set up approximately 120 Park visi-
tors were able to see our national bird.

On the evening of July 29 four Roseate Spoonbills were seen on the
mud flat across from the Visitor's Center, Records of Barn Swallows,
Purple Martins and other migrants were observed by Naturalist Cun-
ningham,

Richard L, Cunningham
Seasonal Park Naturalist
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030

Septerber 5, 1963

Memorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Acting Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Interpretive Division Monthly Report - August 1963

General

Richard Cunningham, WAE Naturalist stationed it Flamingo, was teninated
August 24. He has done a good job while here and it is hoped he will be

returned to duty at the start of the winter season.

Chief Naturalist Christensen is on annual leave visiting his mother and
relatives in Colorado and Montana, and plans to return via the southwest.

Park Naturalist Vincent Mrazei. returned to duty August 30, after a three
months assignment in WASO working with the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation
in connection with the Wild Rivers Study.

Park Guide Mrs. Gale Zimmer is on a two weeK leave, visiting her mother
in Colorado.

Staff has been working on improving the set of slides used in the automatic
program shown visitors in the Headquarters Visitor Center.

Titled slides have been installed in the rookery exhibit in the Flamingo
Visitor Center.

The lift devices and trail labels on the Mangrove Trail have been redone
and recently installed.

Mrs. Russell has started the work of indexing and cataloging the books
and reprints in the Park library. The new system, will nat.e it easier
to find booi s and also to checi then in and out to borrowers.
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The water exhibit for Royal Palm station is completed and will be

installed once the exhibits for Pine Lands Trail, Anhinga, and

Gumbo Limbo trails are taken down and placed in their respective
shelters.

Screen doors installed at Royal Palm station have been greatly
appreciated by the staff on duty there.

Research & Observation

15 to 20 alligators hatched in the pond near Giirabo Limbo Trail. A
female 'gator is around the area most of the time.

Recent rains have brought the water up in Taylor Slough and in the
pond at Royal Palm.

Travel

Weekend travel at Royal Palm and the Visitor Center slipped through
August because of the mosquitos and frequent thunderstorms that either
threatened or actually wet down the area.

Evening crov/ds at the nightly programs at Falmingo continued to be quite
large throughout the month.

Programs

Talks
Royal Palm
Flamingo

Walks
Gumbo Limbo
Flamingo

Specials

Number
61

3;

52

10 514

Manned Interpretive Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm

Self Guiding Facilities
Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Plnelands
Mflhogany Hamiriock

Mangrove Trail
Pa-hay-okee

Off Site

Roving Contacts

total

10,581

V 8,200
9,400
6,500
6,800
7,100
8,130

M^n'oo

1,844
65,448

Robert T. Haugen
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EVERGUDFS NATIONAL PARK
and

FCRT JEPI^ERSO: OKUMENT
^^I^I^ox 279
Homep beady l^lorida

\ 1-^^:.

I^iemorandum

To: Chief Park Nature list

From: Bark Naturalist, Flaiaingo

T • ^,--^

Subject: Konthly Narrative Report for August, 1963

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Evening programs were continued throughout the month with an

increase_.pf persons over August, 1962; and an increase
of over July, 1963

.

ThG usual morning walk? on Tues, Sfet., and^Stinv v^re cop.tinu'^d,

with cnlv of the thirteen attended-;?''' The 'museum' talk, '-on

Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00PM^W5S attended -fey pers^S-

—

miost of those attending when the program was given on the
brcezeway with the aid of the Bushnell telescope.

interpretive contacts for the m.onth:

Program Number Attendance

Evening Talks

^ Sei3tfir.T' I.orning Ii"alks

Pluseum Tours
Information Desk

A -- r - ! a 1. oo. •:
': Specials- •

'

"

C Ft. Myer« ».

; iscellaneous

31
n to thm

2k -Mj?

A special trip was given to I-Ir. Fred Mnni lately of V/JO,

i'. n^wpaper columist from the Palm Beaches, en fish and fishing, to
c, . Bear Lake. Kr. Kinni caught no fish, but wafi m^uch imipressed

by the number of fish hitting — especially tarpon.

A gx Approximately 8 persons used the key to Snake Pight to
;i'.rt.ir observe the birds — of which there have been a number of

roseate spoonbills, white phase reddish egrets, white -pellicans,
great white herons, and numerous other more coiniTiOh sjasKtais
species in evidence there.

Reaserch and Cbservation

"""""""
Sea'sbhalJlaturalist fitomikxa Cunningham has been making regular

trips to the '^nake Bight ?rea -- his observstions have been^'^^--^rted
separately. "'"•'

' ''

0"' e' bobcat and two kittens have' been' seen in the campground area.
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FQPvT J£FF£RSC»f NATIONAL MOMIifSifr

?. 0. BOX VJ")

HQMESTE*\D, FLORIDA 33U3u ;.«

Oci ober 4 1963

Maaorandum coniatti -:iA)C v

To ; Super intendenc

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Interpretive Division Monthly Report - September, 1963

Observation & Research

Nearly 15 inches of rain for the past month has flooded the glades and
coastal prairie and brought hundreds of egrets and herons to feed on
tadpoles, crawfish, small fish, leeches, and other aquatic life. As

an added attraction six to ten Flamingos have regularly been seen near
Snake Bight.

In cooperation v/ith Archie Carr's green turtle restoration project, 2800
green turtle hatchlings were released in Florida Bay on the night of
September 27, The project was undertaken jointly by Interpretive and
Proteciiion personnel under the supervision of the Chief Park Naturalist,

rfiBcellaneoua

On September lA, several members of the Park staff were taken to the
Cholcoloskee Bird Roost.

A special boat-a-cade was held during month for the Caloosa Cruising
Club of Ft. M^'ers with 12 boats and 43 persons participating.

Curatorial

Approximately 250 plants have been processed and added to the Park's
study collection.

A great deal of vrork has been accomplished on the nature trails, 67
metal-photo labels have been received from Prison Industries and are
being installed, Tliese will replace those plastic ones v/ith labels
with some life expectancy. The easel labels for the Mahogany Hammock
have been refurbished and two exhibits for the Anhinga Trail have been
replaced.

Interpretive Services

September as usual, has been a month of light travel. Heavy rainfall
and the resulting mosquitos have cut deeply into visitor participation of
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in interpretive programs. The use of the spotting scope at Flamingo
continues to provide good opportunity for visitor contact.

At Everglades, Ranger Stokea gave an interpretive talk to 18 Exchange
Club merabers, and on another occasion showed the Heritage flln to 20
members of the Everglades Lion's Club.

Enclosed is a statistical suamary of interpretive contacts for the month.

11

.
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l'^^-rED STATES
DEPART OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

i:v AL PARK

r- Si r -1* TO.
Programs FOi.

?. 0.

OL MONUMEKT

27f

Talks
Royal Palo

H^- :JA
Attendance
437

1

Flamingo ^ '298

Walks

,
Gwabo Limbo 28 278

AnbLnga 4 42

Flaraingo
Specials

: Farm Jb*> Mi

Maimed Interpretive Stations

Paracbute iU:y VMitor Centci.

Royal paltn

Fl£UiV'n:io
.v«

Seij^ Guiding Faplilt^^^

t far .^«i5t«mber,.:|;>H^

on a nightly

?^;'ua;

Off-eite. programs
^^ ^^ ^^^^,

froja the

TOTAL

>"rices

Interpretire contacts far tto onthj

Prograa

Evening Talks
Morning '

'

InToraat sic

of ono
•^' lowest

J-ed

on waija^ad

39,040

4i c- r

6

Total

Attendance

21
272

5n

Serereil changes in int.-

this jBonth. v

, ir)iar'5?onnel .^d to Fl»«lngo oocarred
assignnant

...vxneth Morgan,
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REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

October 1, 1963

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Natiiralist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narratire Report for September, I963

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Erening programs were continued nightly with the exception of one
cancellation and two erenings with no one in attendance. The lowest

attendance for this month of the year was recorded since the programs
were begun on a nightly basis. This can be attributed to a heavy
infestation of mosquitoes and several weeks of rainy weather. The

same applies to the poor showing; at morning walks which were scheduled
for Saturdays and Sundays.

Excellent results in visitor contact continued with the use of the

spotting scope from the Visitor Center breezeway on weekends. The

scope was set up during periods when concentrations of birds could
be seen on the spoil banks nearby.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number

Evening Talks
Morning walks
Information Desk

Attendance

27 298
6 21

272

Total 591

Miscellaneous

Several changes in interpretive personnel assigned to Flamingo occurred
during this month. Seasonal Naturalist Cunningham's I80 day assignBBant
was completed and he was replaced by Seasonal Naturalist Kenneth Morgan.
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Naturalist Taylor took annual leave upon the return of Naturalist
Mrazek from a Washington D. C. assignment and annual leave on Sept.

22nd. At the end of the month it was Mrazek and Morgan holding the
fort with Taylor on leave.

Research and Observation

15 inches of rain for the month caused a flooding of the coastal prairie
around Flamingo and brought in hundreds of egrets and herons and some
spoonbills to feed on the tadpoles, frogs and small fish that appeared
in the flooded areas. As an added attraction, from six to ten flamingos
were seen with regularity in the Snake Bight area during the month.

About 3,000 hatchling green turtles that were received by air from Ardiie
Carr's Honduras Hatcheries were released in Florida Bay on the night of
September 27. The project was undertaken jointly by interpretive and
protection personnel under the supervision of the Chief Park Naturalist.

VinceiTbJ.XMraz€
Park Nattr-alist
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EVERGLADES N.\TION.VL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON liiTlONAL MOlIUtlEOT

N26 P. 0. BOX 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33U30

Ti»lk» Naveaber 6, 1963 •i-#.-*Unc«

Meoioraadum

To: Superintendent

From; Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative r«port for October 1963

General

Regional Chief of Interpretation, J. C. Harrington, spent several days

in Headquarters with Chief Park Naturalist Christensen and the remaining

part of li^ia scj.y xti the Flauiago aud Everglaues Cxty virea.

Ranger Naturai.i.st Taylor returned ffom annual leave on October 11, and

Ranger Naturalist Morgan was furloughed October 19.

Training sess:.ous vevft held during the afternoons of the 16th and 17th,

with the entire interpretive staff attending.

Considerable piaauiag Uas gone into making arrangements for the 1,0U0
Audubon Society convent xoners who will make a field trip into the Park
November 12.

Material is being gathered for the displays that will be used at West

Lake and Royal Palm in the new exhibit shelters.

The Maintenance Division has painted the benches at Royal Palm station.

Research & Observation

In spite of what appeared to be a very good supply of water, the v;ater

l«v«l b J dropped very fast.

Many birds are still to be observed around the ponds at Headquarters
and wildlife abounds on the Park road.

Travel

Travel Increased slightly over September. October is usually a slow
month, but because of the cancelling of fou.- i-rogracis during the hurricane
alert, attendance at evening programs was less than October of last year.
However, with fine weather and an abatement of the mosquito infestation.
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atCttodance at lndfivld\ial pr4g*itais ^ittcri^«d idttritjg th« Latter part of th«

month. h.-ATjONAL PARK SER'viCc

Below is the breakdown o^.v?-f^|P fli^M**;^! fS^Sj^'^* month.

Str-Ef? TO:
f.

, , ;

Programs :T

Talks
Roya] Palm
Flamingo

Walks
Gumbo Limbo
Anhinga
Flamingo

Specials

tHumber
62

34
43

ds£ Park SlaturcJ - ?.

6

F ^r-iR, ^--'
• ur .--.list, I"- i-

Manned Interpretive Stations
Parachute Key Via iter Canter
Royal Pain

rtiM9ii|Lgo^
_

.

,

\ii_^-

Self Guiding J^acilities^^^ ^^^^
Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Pinelands ^y vita ^j:

Mahogany Eamiaoaif. i^^'estation T
Mangrove
Pa-hay-oKee

,^g route through P

Off Site

Roving, Qp^tACta
ty of

Total

sr, 1^63

Attendance
1,096

7i!8

56,49b
panled

X nterpr6tive Serv '.•
. . c>

Interpretive contacts for the »

Km8t T. CSirLatensen

Information

728
62
3ia

Total 1,131
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
^EPLY REFER TO: ,

and
FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT

P. 0. Box 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

Norember 2, 1963

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Su^ct: Monthly Narrative Report for October, 1963

Interpretire Facilities and Planning

Evening programs were interrupted for four nights during the hurricane
watch for "Flora" and consequently the monthly attendance fell below
average for the month, normally a slow month. However, the attendance
picked up eonsiderabiy with unseasonably pleasant weather and an abatement
in the mosquito infestation during the latter half of the month.

A boat-a-cade route through Hell's Bay and Blue Greek was explored by
the Asst. Chief Naturalist, the district naturalist and district ranger
on Oct. 29th. A landing was made on ^alm Key in Florida Bay to in-
vestigate the possibility of making this an interpretive stop on a

naturalist led boat-a-cade into the Snake Bight area. Ranger Cunningham,
who is expected to participate in leading the boat-a-cade also accompanied
the group,

Interpr6tive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number Attendance

Evening Talks
Morning Walks
Information Desk

26 728
5 62

3ia

Total 1,131





r
Miscellaneous

The naturalists attended a training program on the 16th and 17th of
this month at Headquarters.

Regional Chief of Interpretation J.C, Harrington visited in the area
on Oct. 27 and 28th. He and Mrs. Harrington and Mrs. Burroughs were
taken on a boat excursion to Rookery Branch and Arocado Creek accompanied
by the district ranger and district naturalist.

Naturalist Tayllnr returned from annual leare hn Oct. 11th and NatuiaiLst

Morgan was furloighed on the 19th.

Richard L. Cunningham entered on duty as Career Conditional Park Ranger
and is helping out with the interpretive program part of the time at
Flamingo.

Research and Observation

The white pelicans were back in their usual numberfc and could be seen
almost daily on the spoil banks near the Visitor Center during low tides.

At least four doe dee© were known to have been killed along the park
road by appeding cars during the month. Apparently they were driven to
the roads and road shoulders by the high water in the glades.

llnce^i^. Mr^ek <^
Park Naturalist
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IVERCLADES NATIONAL FABK ct« ^t tu« n«iut«iiAiie«
and NtAtloo.- the a.irHiaa

PORT JKFFERSON liiTIONAL MONUMENT

N26 P. 0. BOX 279
i«^^ £>.«?rfti 1 vn th« MMESTEAD, PLO&IOA 33030 fir tt»6 fla*! tl*A.i

.n ttid iixaili^i ^u .L« iUi».A,.,^«J>«c«mb«r 3, 1963 v ^^ tU4iUfc a.Uiiv«. -

Mamoraaduui

Xo: Superiateadent :.^.' to cft*^ Into tK« r.-vi^

Proa: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report for Novestber, 1963 end Anhioge Tt^
be dropping

general

Larip groups and off-site prograna Kept the iuterpretive staff busy this

oath over and above the increase in travel as the bugs decreased end

fche days cooled.

Chief Park Naturalist Christensen gdve a talk in Mlacii to members of

the Audubon Convent ioa numbering some 1200 and shoved the group the

Perk movie, Highlights of the Everglades .

One of the high points of this month's visitation was the Audubon
Convention Field trip which came to the Park in nine buses on November
12. It took all hands of the Interpretive staff and the help of the
ranger and maintenance staffs but we feel it was a job well done.

Three hundred and nine Junior high school children from an all colored
school in Miami catie to the Park Nov«rber 22. This was very close to the
total Audubon group of 400. Again the rangers gave us assistance
directing the buses. The entire group ate lunch in the picnic area at

Long Pine Key after their walks and talks at Royal Palm. Chief Park
Meturalist Christensen took members of the South Dade Biology. class to
Seven Mile Tower on November 30.

Deaands for off-site talka are increasing. Four audiences were in the
400 to 1200 range. Naturalist Sloane had an Interesting experience of
giving an off-site talk to a group of blind people.

All members of the staff that could be spared from public contact attended
the one day session of the Superintendent's Administrative School.

A very noticable drop in visitation occurred during the weekend of
November 22.
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) J) \>t REPl-Y RE

A UNITED STATES
p DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Royal Palm Station is now much inprovcd by tb« ttfforts of the nalnt«nanc«
division who hav« painted the museimi section of the station, the garbage
cans, drinking fountain aad benches.

The new shelters on the trails are ccHspleted except for the final clean
up by the contractor. Maintenance has Installed the slough exhibit
in the shelter on the Anhinga Trail. V^orkmanship on these shelters is

exceptional. They are an excellent addition to the Park.

The Flamingo naturalists are experiencing a very heavy attendance at their
eveni-ug programs, with one evening 190 persons trying to get into the room,

Research & Observation

Excellent bird shows are to be found at Coot Bey Pond
Alligators are coming to Royal Palm. The water seems
very fast.

Programs
Talke
Royal Palm
Flamingo ^ attendance
Walks
Anhlngs
Gumbo Limbo ^^^ ^^
Flamingo
Specials ^Vp t

Manned Interpretive Statloi;^

Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm
Flamingo r, eirr:
Self'guidiUR facilities
Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Pinelands
Mahogany Haraoock

Mangrove
Pa-hay-okee
Off-site "

Roving Contacts Evetilng Talks

Total

,t,qrt..'!

ToL-i

i^lp^uiwff

nri'-it.Vi

12

and Anhinga Trail,
to be dropping

Attendance
2,204

1.096
1,062 "^

7,743
13.800
15,58

103,295^^

^ys.

OT* cntii.'

ids.

ants

.J '. i1 3,268

Off-site 630
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r^ IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVi^iRGLADES NATIONAL PAKK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
F. 0. Box 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

December 1, ±963

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for November, 1^63

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

There was a marked increase in attendance at eveni ng programs this
month. Attendance figures were triple that of last month and nearly
double the attendance for the same month last year. A record attendance
of 190 visitors packed the grossly inadequate capacity of the Visitors
Lounge on the evening of November 29th during the Thanksgiving holidays,
horning walks also were well attended.

The planters in the lobby outside the museum have been a problem for some
time now. Orchids placed on exhibit soon disappear. Glassing in the
planters seems to be the only means of preventing the stealing of orchids,
however, this cannot be accomplished until the necessary funds become
available. An effort is now being made to stock the planters with plants
less desirable to collectors, such as bromeiliads and cacti.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program

Evening Talks
Morning Walks
Information Desk

Number

29

9

Attendance

2,U71
167
630

Off-site (Taylor)

Total 3,268

630
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Miscellaneous

The Flamingo naturalists assisted with the successful visit of 10 bus
loads of members of the National Audubon Society Convention, during their
visit in the park on November 12,

Naturalist Mrazek accompanied Lord and Lady Beadle of S, Rhodesia (guests

of the State Dept.) on a tour of Pa-hay-C-kee and I'fehogany Hammock on

november 5«

Naturalist Taylor presented two off- site programs in Miami during the
month.

Naturalist Krazek participated in the annual Adminstrative Training
Conference, presenting the topic "Hilites of our Safety Record and
Treatment of Poisonous Plants and Snake Bites".

Research and Observation

Mrazek accompanied Dr. Craighead and several visiting scientists on his
inspection tours of hurricane recovery plots on Cape Sable and some of

the keys in Florida Bay.

An excellent bird and alligator display developed in the Coot Baj'" Pond
area during the month. Spoonbills and most of our other large wading
birds could be seen there with regularity.

Bald eagle nesting activity was observed at the Coot Bay nest and on
several of the Florida Bay Keys,

Three white-w inged doves could be seen almost daily feeding in the grass
in front of the Visitor Center among the mourhing doves.

Wood storks were seen in fair nuirbers flying about and feeding in road-
side pools for the first time this season.

It was KSXaiyjX quite evident by the end of the month that the winter
season had arrived.

Vincent tj-v MrazeJ
Park Natbl^alist
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

^•^ PORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030

January 6, 196^

Menorandum -o't^nfrvcAS t?ti>r "h'-.^mA tVtT'LL ^.L-i.--\i !,a6t ^ear jaaroflfi yh* vitcrrd

To: Superintendent

FrcKn: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report for December, 1963 ^itiAt* svj

Interpretive Facilities & Services

Heavy Increase In travel started with the middle of December and reached
a peaK during the holidays. At that time facilities and manpower were
heavily taxed.

The winter schedule of naturalist activities went Into effect December 15
at Flamingo and December 26 at Royal Palm and Long Pine Key.

The programs have been well attended with Flamingo reporting 84X Increase
on Morning Walks and 75 % on Evening Programs.

The parking lot at Royal Palm was jammed several times, but trails were
adequate to the load, difficulty being experienced only during the guided
walks

.

Several large groups came during December. The largest. The Florida Science
Study Group, consisting of 120 high school students, plus teachers and
amny parents, visited the Park on December 27.

Receipts for the Everglades Natural History Association also took a decided
Jump during the holiday rush.

Five off-site talKs were given during the month to a total of 1276 people.

Regional Naturalist Schultz spent about ten days In the Park discussing
plans and looking over the area.

Assistant Chief Naturalist Haugen spent one day at Everglades City looking
over the area with District Ranger Stores.

Ranger Cunningham organized the 14th Annual Christmas Bird Count held on
December 29. A record of 173 species was established.
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Metal Photo labels were installed on the Gunbo Limbo Trail.
new labels were added.

Several

Research & Observation

Royal Palm continues to present an excellent bird show, with 'old timers'
saying there are more species along the Anhinga Trail now thau in previous
years.

The pair of anhingas that raised three young last year across the pond
from the station are building again in the same place.

Coot Bay Pond, West Lake aiKl several other ponds along the main road
near Flamingo continue to produce an excellent bird show*

Recent flights over the rookery areas and boat patrols Indicate no
nesting activity.

Visitation

Below are visitor contact figures for the month.

Programs
Talks
Royal Palm
Flamingo

Walks
Anhinga Trail
Gumbo Limbo Trail
Flamingo

Special groups

Manned Interpretive Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm
Flamingo Information Desk

Self guiding facilities
Anhinga Trail
f?tHB^o limbo Trail
Pinelands Trail
Mahogany Hammock
Pa-hay-okee
Flamingo Museum

Munber
86

57
42
19 ,

9

Attendance
4,000

13.923
23,200

24,400
22.300
lO.luO
11,800
10,600
10.05(
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Roving contacts

Off'Sita talks

Total visitor contacts
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

and
FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT

P. 0. Box 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

January 1, 196i4.

MeuiorQndum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narratire Report for December, 1963

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

The increased schedule^ of interpretire programs was begun on December

15» Bayshore walks were conducted daily at 8:30 with the exception of
Saturdays when the wilderness hike down the Bear Lake road was conducted.
All programs were exceptionally well attended. Facilities and interpretive
personnel were taxed to the utmost from December 20th until the end of
the month. Attendance at morning walks increased QU% over that of Dec.
last year and evening program attendance was 75% higher. It seems that
we are having growing pains in all phases of the interpretive programs
at Flamingo during the winter season.

Several exploratory trips were made into the Hell ' s Bay area in planning
for the naturalist led boat-a-cade that is to be conducted weekiy each
Sunday beginning next month.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program

Evening Talks
Morning Walks
Information Desk

Number

30
19

Attendance

3,081
7U8

1,350

Total 5,179
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Miscellaneous

Naturalist Cunningham organized the very successful Christmas bird l^/j/S
count that took place on December 29th. A record 17^ species of birds

"""'^

were counted in the designated area around Flamingo.

Naturalist Taylor participated in the count around the area of Slagle's
Ditch.

Research and Observation

A pair of smooth billed anis were seen in the vicinity of the motel and
visitor center during most of the month and were recorded during the
Xmas bird count.

The bird show at Coot Bay and surrounding ponds continued to be an

attraction for the park visitors during the month. Spoonbills, wood
storks and other l»rge wading birds could be seen there almost daily.

A trip to East River Rookery on December l6th revealed no nesting
activity in the area.

^ Vincent J-^

Park Natyiralist

Regional Naturalist Paul Schuitz visited the Flamingo area on
December l8th and stayed for a period of about 10 days, i/fliile

here Mr. Schuitz attended several of the evening programs and
morning walks ?nd offered many helpful suggestions for their
improvement

.

Mr. Schuitz and his family were taken on a boat trip to Key
Largo Ranger Station by Naturalist llrszeV. and while there the
adjoingng hammock was inspected from the standpmint of a

proposed nature trail in the area.

VJM

J^
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PiiRK

a ad"'—*—** FORT JKFPERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N26 P. 0. BOX 279 .«i8«» «P*'

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33011 ^xKx':si « td <U«*

February 6, 1964

Memorandum

To: Super inteodeat

From: Cl>le£ ?ark Naturalist

Subject: Interpretive monthly narrative report - January

Travel while heavy during the last part of December xncreased in Janaasy.
Tlie results vere reflected in all of the laterpretive activities » with
all contact points indicating rjore via tors than personnel and fic^iities
coald satisfactorily handle.

The weekend attendance at the campfire program at Long Pine Key ranged
fro* 230 to 300 per night. Caupers here br^-ng their ovn chairs and

9oinpietely close the circle, forcing the xucerpreter to talk vith his back
to 9<mm of the group.

Wednesday eveauig crowds at the Visiter Center irore than fill the available
chairs

.

Flamingo naturalists report that they coat iuue to experience orcwding
cf the "visitors' lounge" where their eveamg tali-s are given, with an
estimated 30 to 100 turned away on 16 nights of the month. The situation
was helped some by the two caoipfirc prograu^s given each week.

Personnel
Naturalist Sloane spent the last weeK of the month working between Royal
Palm and flamingo in preparation for his transfer of duty station. He
will fill in while William Taylor attends the training school at Grand
Canyon.

Interpretive facilities & services
Several lift boxes were installed at the Pinelands Trail and at the
coontie patch at the main visitor center.

Planning for the Seven Mile Tower area is tauing a considerable amount
of the Chief Naturalist s time.

Off-site talks continue and one exhibit was made for the Floridle Historical
Society meeting of January 28.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Research and observatica

Park Biologist William Rcberi^. .. .iv^ r,.., ::,ut^.: . L^d Haugeu speat the
18th through the 2 let at Fort Jeffersurt gathering pictures ai.id data ^

on the oil spill.

The January 15th drop In temperature to below frees ing had some interesting
effects. Mainly » the hit and miss effect of brownjug some plants and
sparing others of the same kind and relatively same location was aoted.

The rookery areas continue to be free of nesting birds with the exception
of Cuthbert , which 4oee contain a few cor&^orants and anhingas.

Visitor contact 190h

On-site aervices
Gui-deu Walivs

Gumbo Liii'b*^

Anhiaga
Fl<UDlugo

Specials

Royal Pulw
Flamingo
Campf ire & audiovisual
Spftclade* '

:^ ' >;i ing to

Ro^l'-ig C<!>k%Ji«itril

Attended Stat ions
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Pala ;^

Flamingo 'i^'t-

iv. took

Self^feuidina CfeV^eeft "^ ^^ - -

Auhinga
Gttifibo Liabc.' .

Pinelands
Mahogany Haicmock.

Pa-hay-o:>ee

Flamingo Museum

Boat-a-cade ^'^'

Off-site services
Service Organisations
Other

icts i

:s

3k

No.

59

37

30

1(2

(D
le

Attendance

1,955 -

645 r- t/he

1.209 ^•'"

^'>^0^ .3 of
^ attendance because

4,080 -

Ll
.rttchi;^ ^^

pnirb to s ": ev

8,783^

1
y

24,50(.
"

23,70C>'

li,;j<>o-'

12,300'

^

55

1^1-

Total
174/W

/^U..J ...— ._



icili haai gn Si

. b»3ox; aBW ji!

ffiJ. . -in*i:.V.

.Xliqa iio mds .10

ni qotb diil

WflSivO •7

, e,._j^,.vo^bu'

•'SJi;??^' ACji; .. (J

vc3

• r

" m mi- t in iT^

odfld.

wC

010,*u I.'JoU



^

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

IN REPLY REFER TO :

February 1, I96U

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From : Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for January, I96U

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

The Visitors Lounge was filled to capacity and beyond on 2I4. days of

the month and after the l5th even standing room was hard to find.
This crowded condition is expected to continue and increase for the
next two months, especially when the 60 new lodge units are ready
for occupancy about Feb. I5th. It is estimated that on 16 nights of
the month between $0 and 100 visitors were denied attendance because
of crowded conditions in the Visitors Lounge.

Two new interpretive programs were added this month, Campfire programs
were given on Friday and Saturday nights. This stretched our manpower
scheduling to the utmost, but the campfires did much to alleviate crow-
ded conditions in the Visitors Lounge on those two nights. The programs
were well attended and well received. Also a weekly naturalist led Boat-
a-cade was started on Sunday, Jan. 5th, The first two tries met with fair
success with 1 and 6 boats participating respectively. These were led
into the Hell's Bay area where there are many winding mangrove channels
but very little wildlife. The next two were more successful when the
naturalists took advantage of a good bird show and a basking 10 ft,
alligator in lower Joe River,

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the Month:

Program Number

Evening Talks 31
Campfire Talks 9
Special Talks 5
ftorning Walks 30
Boat-a-cade k
Information Desk

Attendance

U,087
562
226

6U5
55

1,395

Total 6,970
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Research and Observation

Perhaps the most notable and least heartening bbservation was the absence
of nesting activity by wood storks, egrets and herons at the Cuthbert,
East River and Rookery Branch rookeries. There were Just a few cormorants
and anhingas nesting at Cuthbert Rookery.

On the morning of Jan l^th the temperature at Flamingo dropped to a low
of 30 degrees and there was ice on the evaporation tank at the weather
station and on the windshields of cars. There was some frost damage to
the vegetation, notably to the buttonwoods, pisonia vines, morinds and
sppcies of morning glory. The damage was not extensive, but rather spotty
and most of the affected vegetation is expected to recover.

Vincent J.

Park Naturalist
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* ^ — .. EVERGLADES NATIONAL PAW

rORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL >«)NUMENTW^jml^mmW- f . 0. lOX 279
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Itaooraiiduir.

To: Superintendent'*** **• *""*«« «^
«^P*»

foUoiw.

From; '6»le£ Park N*turall»t i»^«r - v - ..^vrf.;

Subject: Interpretive monthly narrative report - February 1964

Travel to Everglades National ParK during the month of February exceeded

All previous record* for a single month with over 100,000 visitors. This

heavy travel was reflected in the attendance to all naturalist activities.

Significantly, the basic plan of in situ interpretion of the Perk, with
its built-in visitor dispersal features, has proved the soundness of its

planning, as even with record shattering crowds, prolonged congestion
anywhere is avoids. Only at the facilities for the Park's evening
programs are re&l difficulties experienced. The frustration of many
Park visitors who are turned away from the evening program continues.
Additional evening programs scheduled at Flamingo tu the form of weeketul

campfire programs significantly help on the nights when weather is not
x--cl«aent. Shortage of personnel makes it jj&possitle to expand this program

At the Entrance Visitor Center, the Wednesday evening prograaM also had
"turn away" crowds. On one evening 187 visitors were crowded in. Poor
accoustics in the auditorium prevented further expansion of seating space.

On the last two Sunday afternoons of the month so many visitors were
present at Royal Palm by mid•afternoon that conducting scheduled prof^rams

proved Impossible. Instead, a roving type of personal contact was tried
out. This may prove to be a good way to handle pea& crowda at this station.

total of 176,3iiD visitor contacts was made during the month. Of this
number, 26,440 either listened to a Naturalist talk or followed him on a
walk.

•*v' f

Personnel
Naturalist Vllllaa Taylor has been sent to the Horace M. Albright Training
Center, Grand Canyon. Assistant Chief Naturalist Haugen is attending the
Stephen T. Mather Training Center at Harper's Ferry. Seasonal Naturalist
Victoria Sullivan was terminated because of the 180 days limitation. Mr.
Kelly Motherspaugh has been employed as UAI Naturalist to help out during
the season's peak visitation.

Chief Park Naturalist Chris tensen Is teaching a course in the Conservation
of Natural Resources. The class of 34 students Is taught as an extension
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course of th« Florida Stat* Unlvtrtlty.

Interyrgtlv Facilities aqd STvtca*
A new Anhlnga lift box exhibit was iostalled along the Anhlnga Trail.
A prospectus for the painting of the large mural exhibit intended for

the Visitor Center was aeconplished and copies sent to various artists
throughout the state.

Visitor Contacts
A breakdo%m of the eontaets made during the month follows.

Guided Walks
Gumbo Lii^bo, ^, ^ ,, ^
Anhinga '^^^ Noturaxi-t, .

Flamingo
Specials

I.: -J

f Ncrratire

u-l ' itle?; ar,.'

TalXT"
Royal Palm
Flamingo
Campflre & Audiovisual
Specials

Nunber
83
56

Z7
16

138

^
Roving Contacts

7 o^

rains in
Attended Stations

Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm
Flamingo

Self Guiding Dcviedf
Anhlnga -^^^"^

Gumbo Limbo
t«lv establ

Pinelands
Kahogany Haismock

Pa-hay-okee
Flaaingo Ifuseun

Boat -a -cade

Off"Site Services
Schools
Service Organisations
Other

ilAif-

2

2

2

TV Proaraff^^'^®
Contacts for the Month:

Program

T, 196U

T:

i>ors

rs Lc 2,136

;.Ly inaotr-^iu-: >-

S7A \ * -TJ^^. r

,720 -^ - D^ /'^*/\
14,574
27,

12,000,

; ana two camp-

Lnis iL-i-

25,160

deal of the 23,970 m in
11,220 ^'--^

9,807

Lied becE 15»00" r, or
10,420

.hese tilf>s "eiici vrticn T.ne

ig ^nis will be reduced even

780
60

118

iuaber

7

176.350

Ernst T. Chris tensen
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

FJEPLY REFER TO: anCl

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL M3NUP1ENT

P. 0. Box 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA

March 1, 196i|

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for February, 196U

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

The motel accommodations at Flamingo were increased from 60 units to
120 and the additional units were ready for occupancy on Feb. 10 th.

The new motel capacity averages about 2^0 visitors nightly. This
combined with about 650 visitors in the campground results in a nightly
total of about 900 visitors in the Flamingo area during this busy season.
The seating capacity of 120 persons in the Visitors Lounge for present-
ing evening programs in contrast appears glaringly inadequate at this time
of the year.

Campfire programs and weekly Sunday boat-a-cades were continued throughout
the month o Visitor turnout for campfire programs was somewhat limited by
w eather conditions upon several of the scheduled evenings and two camp-
fires were cancelled entirely for that reason this month.

been
It has/definitely established that a great deal of the participation in

the naturalist's boat-a-cades has not been especially for the interpretation
presented on these trips. Most participants have either missed the ranger
led Saturday boat-a-cade or it had been cancelled because of weather, or
they are interested in new fishing areas. Only a few exhibit interest in
the interpretation presented on the trips. It must be added, however, that
there is not a great deal of wildlife to be seen onthese trips and when the
ospreys and eagles have completed their nesting this will be reduced even
more.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive Contacts for the Month:

Program Number Attendance

Evening Talks 29 i;,707

Cainpfire Talks 7 36^
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Interpretive contacts for the month: (cont'd)

Morning walks 27 697
Boat-a-cade h 39
Information Desk 1,595
Off Site ? 258

Total 7,661

Miscellaneous

Naturalist William M. Taylor left for the Horace M. Albright Training
Session at Brand Canyon National Park on Feb, 2nd, He was replaced by
Naturalist Bruce C, Sloane from the Royal Palm area.

Naturalist CunninghaJn gave two off-site programs during the month: one
to about 200 tenth £rade biology students at Mami High School and one
to 58 members of the University Yacht Club at the Homestead Airforce Base
Officer's Club.

Naturalist Cunningham accompanied Mr, & Mrs. Leonard Hall, wildlife
lecturer, photographer and member of the National Parks Advisory Board
on a photography trip to Snake Bight on Feb, 20th and Mr. and Mrs,
James Bond, noted ornithologist on a birding trip on Feb. 21st.

Other xiisitors of note contacted by interpretive personnel while in the
Flamingo area were:

Vt, and >&'S, August Burghard, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla

.

Mr, and Mrs, Russ Grader, Head of Harper's Ferry Tra ining School
Mr. Paul Phillips, member of National Parks Advisory Board

Research and Observation

Swallow Tailed Kites arrived on schedule toward the end of the month,

A small cobtonmouth water moceasin was found in the Flamingo campground
during the month,

A striped skunk was seen on several occasions in the Paurotis Pond area
usually at night.

Two Egyptian geese were observed along the roadside near Paurotis Pdind

on Feb, 27th, Two also were seen in this area in I96I.

Vincent J^/^^zek' ^^
Park Natu'^list
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Memorandtm

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030

April 7, 1964

To: Superintendent

U J40

:Jl.In3

From: Chief Park Naturalist
Atur^^ist

Subject: Interpretive monthly narrative report - March 1964 •- i i 11

Interpretive Services
March duplicated February In being a record high month for visitor

numbers. All interpretive facilities and programs were swamped.

Several Sundays, for example, more visitors came to Royal Palm

than there was parking space for, and as many as 3CX of those who

came between 2:0<j and 3:00 PM were unable to stop. Since these

visitors in all probllity came back later, the Inadequacy of the

parking lot to handle peak loads probably acts favorably as a

method of distributing peak visitor loads and prevents congestion

of the areab facilities.

All scheduled programs were continued during the month, but because

of the poor attendance on the interpretive boat-a-cade, this feature

was discontinued at the month's end.

Following is a sunmary of Interpretive contacts made during the month:

Attendance
3,140
4,515

494
1,509 ;

Guided Walks Number
Gumbo Limbo 94

Anhinga 61

Flamingo 30

Specials 12

Talks
Royal Palm 155
Flamingo

(2)Campfires and Audiovisual
Specials 16

Roving Contacts

Attended Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm
Flamingo

2.738

16.724
25.780
11.160
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Bo«t-a-cade
Auto-a-cade
Off-site programs

TV Program

Self-guiding Devices

k^.. Re; Anhinga
Gumbo Limbo
Pinelands
Mahogany Hammock
Pa-hay-okee
Mangrove
Flamingo , Museum

Total Visitor Contacts

2
' 6

1 25
-:

. JsTA" 110

4T Of THE INTERIOR
SERVICE

27,170
nt 25.690

12,200
•'a 15.344

15,800
10.590
11.240

201,163

Interpretive Fr.cilities

Pressure of interpretive services left little time for other naturalist

activities. During the month some progress vas made on the tree snail

exhibit for Royal Palm. The lift exhibit torn apart on the Mangrove

Trail was repaired and replaced. Exhibits at Pa-hay-okee were vanda-

lized and the plexiglass covers stolen. These exhibits are in such

poor repair that they must be refurbished before they are replaced in

the exhibit shelter. Four contract proposals for the mural exhibit

for the Visitor Center were submitted and have been forwarded through

the Regional Director to the Museum Branch for comments and recommen-

dations .

trips d',

the inf

Interpretive Serv'.

Interpretive contacts

Ernst T. Christensea

Evening Talk;

Campfire T

A^ito-caae

L'.U93

6

1,2U0

7'otal 6,678

Vj.

Natiirslist ^Io^'t* rra"c

tr

-o a frrrn-o of 2^ visitors from
, on March Uth.

turilirt
' with 50 stadents of the
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REPLY REFER TO:

)

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

Fort Jefferson National Monument
P. 0. Box 279

Homestead, Florida

April 1, 196h

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for March, I96J4.

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

There was a slight decrease in attendance at interpretive programs
this month, but overcrowded conditions in the auditorium existed on
22 evenings of the month. Campfire programs were continued on Friday
and Saturday nights with good visitor participation on most of the
scheduled evenings© Boat-a-cades were very poorly attended with only
2 boats and 6 persons participating in the 5 scheduled trips during
the month.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number Attendance

Evening Talks 31 h,h93
Campfire Talks 8 370
Morning Walks 30 h9h
Boat-a-cade 2 6
Auto-cade 1 0d
Special Talk 1 25
Information Desk 1,2U0

Total 6,678

Miscellaneous

Naturalist Sloane gave a special talk to a group of 25 visitors from
the E« Ridge Lutheran Retirement Home at ^errine, Fla. on March Uth.

Naturilist Cunningham conducted an auto-cade with $0 students of the
U. of Miami Nature Workshop course on March 8th.
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Research and Observation

The two young eagles from the nest at Coot Bay were flying around by the

end of the month.

The good bird shows at Coot Bay pond and the other ponds nesrby were about

over by the end of the month and a great many of the migratory birds were

beginning to leave for points north during the month.

Naturalist Mrazek assisted Dr. Craighead and Glenn Siinmons in planting

90 mahogany seedlings at several locations along the Crocodile Point

road on March lUth.

Vincent J/^^razek
Park Naturalist
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

G« & Audlo\^ ^^^
, FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT

N26 ** P. 0. BOX 279
HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030 -

A,t«^.^»^ c^-ri ,. May 11, 1964

9,592

Memoraadum

To: Superintendent

Froiaj Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Interpretive monthly narrative report - April 1964

Interpretive Services & Facilities

Because of the drop in visitation, sucnmer interpretive schedules went
JLato effect April 12. Campfire programs at Long Pine Key and Flamingo
and the special Wednesday evening programs at Headquarters were dis-

cootinued. The evening programs at Flamingo continue on e nightly
basis. Good attendance at these was reported through April 25. The
morning nature walicv at Flamingo has been curtailed to three a week:
Saturday, Sunday, and Wednesday at ^0:30.

the interpretive staff supplied speakers for a nutr.ber of off-site
programs during the month. The film Highlights of the Everglades
is being used several ttmes a week by various groups and organizations.

While the general visitation has dropped, we now come into the school
field trip season. On most Fridays and Saturdays we have had one to

three groups of school children visit the Park.

The liguus snail exhibit has been completed and installed in the
exhibit room at Royal Palm.

Belov is the tabulations of visitor contacts made during April..

Guided W.il.^s NLonber Attendance
Gumbo Limbo ^. ^. 51 1,425"'
Anhlnga

'
"' '41

:^ t
1/764'

;•,. naiaingo 19 ^^^ I**--4i09^i^

Specials 7 522 )
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UNITf
DEPARTMENT

NATIONAL
Tall#'

Royal Palm
Flamingo
Campfires & Audiovisual

FORT

liNT*-KlO^

Roving contacts

Attendance

3j,126

,54?\

522

2,052i/

9,552
13,212

600
s

13,470
12,980
9,640
9,370
12,480
8,370
8.880

454
'

111,744

Attended Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm
-Flamingo

Self-guiding Devices
Anhinga Trail
Gumbo Limbo Trail
Pine lands Trail
Mahogany Hammock
Pa-hay-o. ee

Mangrove Trail
Flamingo Museum

Off-site Programs 7

Total Interpretive Contacts, April, 1964

Research & Observations
On April 11 about 35U birds were observed nesting on Cuthbert Rookery
The majority were consnon egrets, snowy egrets, cormorants and anhlngas.
There were about 25C wood stores , but they did not display any nesting
activity. On April 24 about 80 storks were observed merely standing
around and only one storx nest (with two half grown young in it) was
seen. This probably is the only stork's nest in South Florida.

There is also nesting activity on Frank Key where a blue heron's
nest was observed containing two blue and one white young. Over
100 roseate spoonbills could be seen roosting daily over the western ice

mangrove fringe of the island.

Personnel -;

Ranger Naturalist; Samuel W. Mendlen was promoted from GS 4, to GS 5. ^

• nfonoati ^-^^

Miscellaneous

3 1'
<.

-^*i:̂
"^

Ranger Cunningham accompanied Dr. Shoemaker and 17 students from the
U. of Illinois ecology field course to Snake Bight, Bear Lake Road,
and Flamingo on April 3.

Among others who were assisted and guided were Dr. Kai Curry-Lindahl
and Dr. Leslie Tucr., wildlife photographer Frederick Truslow,

^

photographer Woodridge Williams

;*:i'
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REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGL/J!ES NATIONAL PAM
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MDMJMENT
P. 0. Box 279

Homestead, Florida

May 3, 196k

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: i^fonthly Narrative Report for April, 1961;

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

The summer schedule of naturalist activities went into effect on April 13,
however, there was good attendance at evening programs until the 25th of

the month when there was the usua^ seasonal drop in visitation.

Evening csmpfire programs were discontinued as of the 10th of the nonth,
Poat-a-cades were discontinued because of lack of response and interest in

this activity during the months it was scheduled. Morning nature walks
were curtailed to 3 a week beginning April 13th. They are now scheduled
for Sato Sun, and vied, at 10:30 AM. Evening programs are continued on a

nightly basis.

Iri'frerpretive SerArices

interpretive contacts for the month:

Program

Evening Talks
Carrpfire Talks
Mo/rning Walks
Information Desk

Number Attendance

30 2,5U3
2 115

19 h09
600

Total 3,667

Miscellaneous

Naturalist Cunningham accompanied Dr. Shoemaker and 17 students from the
Ecology Field Course of the U. of Illinois to Snake Bight, Beak Lake Road
and Flamingo area on April 3rd.
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Naturalist Hrazek conduicted Dr. Long and group of 11 plant taxonomy students

from U. of South Florida on a field trip in the Long Pine Key area on April Uth.

Mrazek transported and assisted the folloT^rin^;; on r. field trip to E. and N.¥,

Cape Sable and Shark and Joe Rivers on April 22nd: NPS Photographer Woodridge

Williams, Dr. Leslie Tuck, Biologist, Canadian Vvildlife Service, Newfoundland,

Canada; and Dr. Kai Curry-Lindahl, ornithologist, Nordiska Museum.,: Stockholm,

Sweden

.

I-Irazek took V/ildlife Photographer r-c'arick Truslow to Palm Key on April 26

to take his last pictures of the nesting ospreys for the forth/coming article

in the National geographic Magazine.

Poth Mrazek and Cunningham spent a great deal of time this month with Brs.

Lindahl and Tuck and NPS photographer Williams guiding and assisting them
in their work in the park.

>!razpk and Sloane took part in transporting and accompanying Bill Bolte and

newspaperman Bischoff and party of 6 others on a trip to Frank Key on April 29th,

The purpose was to obtain pictures of bird banding for a story to appear in

the Ft. Lauderdale Daily News in May.

Research and Observation

Two trips were made into Cuthbert Rookery: on April 11th Naturalist Mrazek
with Chief Naturalist Christensm and Naturalist Zimmer, and on April 2Uth
Naturalist Cunningham and Ranger Castleberry. There were about 600 birds
nesting altogether. Mostly Common Egrets, snowy egrets, cormorants and
anhingas. On April 2Uth there were 80 wood storks standing around and only
one wood stork nest with two half groxm young in it. Probably the only stork's
nest in South Florida.

'^'rank Kej'" was the scene of nesting activity also. Pelicans and cormorants
dominated the rookery, but there also were a few nests of common egrets, snowy
egrets, La. herons, great white herons and great blue herons. Perhaps the
most notable observation was that of a great blue heron's nest containing two
blue and one pure white young. This phenomenoji/ has been observed before, but
this is the first of such nests to be photographed. Over a hundred roseate
spoonbills could be seen daily roosting along the western mangrove fringe of
the island.

Vincent Jy^jOT'azpK ^
Park Naturalist
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SFIIQL/UIES N/ITIONAL PARK
and

FORT JETFB&SON MATIOHAL MOMMIMT
P. 0. BOX 279

HOKESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030

June 5, 1964

Men)orand urn

lb: Superintendent

From: Acting Chief Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report, Interpretive Division, May, 1964

'"T't^rall vltltor contacts were only about half of last month' ti total.
Evening programs at Flanlngo were continued nightly vlth light visitor
attendance. Morning walks there, scheduled for Saturday, iunday and
Wednesday shoved an increase of 78 people over April, There was an
increase also In special groups mostly school groups on field trips,
over last nonth. On May IS and 16 the portable exhibit was used at the
Fi;.::ily Caanping Clinic at Owaissa Bauer.

Following is a tabulation of the visitor contacts for the month of May:

Guldcx! Walks
Gt»bo Limbo
Anhinga
Flamingo

Special

Talks
Royal Palm
FlttQingo

Specials

Roving contacts

Muaber
32

21

12

18

54

18

Attendance
704
713
107

1,069

am

Attended Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Pain
Flamingo Infoniatloo Desk

Self-guiding Devices « • •'«*'y ^ -
'^-

Anhinga * -i-** iMi^r BoU«^
Guabo Limbo
Pinelands
Mahogany Hamnock
Pa«hay-oicee

Haagrove
Flamingo Museun

i«o£ed 'fropi

998

7,162
12 ,000

280

.<« Sable atsd

10,430
9,10j
6.750
«,0^
6,160
5,840
6,000

slim-
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Off site programs
Schools (Avocado school) 1 «•*• '•«" 90 ' tpMtfiat

Service OrganlEations * •«*pt ««
Northwest Holly%«>od Civic Aae'n ^m 4,..-

Other (Ohio Club» Ft. Uuderdale) 98

Total Visitor Contacts
. 76,598

Assistant Chief Naturalist Haugen returned from Harpers Ferry and

Naturalist Taylor returned from Grand Canyon.

On May 19, the Interpretive staff attended an all day training session
at Park Headquarters.

Naturalist Mraxek began a study of the Plant ecology and plant succession
of the recently formed spoil bank offshore from the Flamingo Campground.

He and Ranger Cunningham made two trips to st>)dy the ecolocy of the area
and to census the Least Tern and Wilson's Plover population.

On Nay 20 Ranger Holden aaaisted Cunningham In bird banding operations.
However, of over 100 previously counted tern nests with eggs the week
before, no Intact nests or eggs ::ould be found or May 20. Eggs that

could be found were brol^u, and a ground prcdntor, possibly the raccoon
was suspected. Three Wilson's Plover young were banded.

On May 20, Rangers Cunningham and Holden observed two adult and one
sub-adult American Flamingos fly by heading towards Snake Bight. These
three birds are apparently the first observed In -thp Park since October
1963. Flamingos were also observed at West Lake on May 25, 26, «nd 27.

Naturalist Sloane began a study of possible trails in the Flainin;;;o area
and submitted plans for a trail on Christian Point to Snake Bight.

.

Ranger Cunningham Is revising the Park Bird Checklist to be publlsited

as a separate for Park Visitors and In serial form in an ornithological
publication. He has receiitly become the editor tor the Florida Region
fof Audubon Field Notea .

Naturalist Sloane began a stcwly of beach erosion at Cape Sable and made
trips to the Cape with Ranger Holden to begin staking and other prelim-
inary work.

Mrs. Ruth Mendlen was promoted from Park Guide, GS 4 to same, GS 5.

The project for the protection from predatlon of the iggerhead turtle



(

09

»5

•••Sit I'-i -J.

obaaovA) «

j

'

•iV iAJOT

due! s'

a baa .n- ^

;} A vol ens J

9q»v

•l:iiu3 b««/i*i»«^-^ »riJ» io iioj

. ziA



^

nesta was started during the month, with many of the Park staff spending
hours on the Cape Sable beach most evenings. Records will be kept on
the effectiveness of various repellents and methods of protection.

Tro' Robert T. Haugen

aliraj-ii

area
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F.^RGL/.D5^S NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MDNUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

Homestead, Florida

June 1, I96U

Memoranduin:

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: ^fonthly Narrative Report for May, 1961;

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Evening prograns were continued nightly with light visitor attendance.
There was a slight drop in attendance of 97 people as compared with
May of 1963.

Morning walks were scheduled for Saturday, Sunday, and Wednesday
mornings. The morning walks were well attended. Of the I'l scheduled
walks 12 were carried out, showinp an increase of 78 people over
May of 1963.

Interpretive Services

District Naturalist Mrazek was absent on annual leave for two wpeks.

Naturalists Sloana and Cunningham attended a Naturalist Training
session at Park Headquarters on May 19.

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number

Evening Talks
Morning Walks
Information Desk

31
12

Attendance

1,062
107
280

Miscellaneous

Total 1, kk9

Naturalist Sloane began a study of possible trails in the Flamingo area
and submitted plans for a trail on Christian Point to Snake Bight.
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Research and Cbservstion

Natural! Gt Sloane began a study of beach erosion at Cape Sable and

r".sde trips to the Cape with Ranker Holden to begin staking and other

preliminary work.

Naturalist I^'Irazek began a study of the plant ecology and plant suc-

cession of the recentlj^ formed spoil bank offshore from the Flamingo

Campground.

Naturalists l^azek and Cunningham made two trips to the Flamingo

C^riipground spoil bank to study the plant ecology of the area and to

census the Least Tern and Vfilson's Plover population. On ¥bj 20

Ranger Ilolden assisted Naturalist Cunningham in bird banding operations.

However, of over 100 previously counted tern nests with eggs the week

before, no intact nests or eggs could be found on Maj'- 20. Eggs that

could be found were broken and a ground predator, possibly the Raccoon,

was suspected. Three Wilson's Plover young were banded.

At the. Flamingo Campground spoil bank on May 20 Rpnger Holden and

Naturalist Cunningham observed two adult and one subadult American
Flamingos fly by heading towards Snake Bight. These three birds are

apparently the first observed in the Park since October, 1963.

On rfey 18 Park Biologist Robertson met nith Perk Naturalist Cunningham

to discuss research problems of mutual interest and with relation to

Everglades National Park.

Naturalist Cunningham is revising the Park Bird Checklist to be published

as a separate for Park Visitors and in serial form in an ornithological
publication. Naturalist Cunningham has also recentl^r becom.e the editor

for the Florida Region for Audubon Field Notes and will be able to reach
several thousands of people on information about the birds of the Park.

Richard L. Cunningham/
Park Naturalist
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l9i^" Super Intendttnc

I'rqia: Acting Chief Raturaliftt

tubjtett Honthly nftrr«tiv« report, Interpret Ipre I>lvieipn, June 1964

la thm

MR«MC» fer til* mmth •!

Iii^eflrpretlvf Facllltlea and Servlcee : Travel was only slightly lower

than laat month. This alump ehould end and an upward trend etart

with July if suamer travel follova the laat year's pattern.

Several off-site talks ii«rc giv«k. One was a TV prograa on WIHK, Ft.

Iff«re, Fla. which featured Chief Park naturalist Christensca.
Naturalists Cunnlnghasi and Haugcn returned from annual leave.

Twelve e^dtlbits were received fron the Museua Laboratory for

installation on the Anhlnga, Gkaibo Liaibo trails and the wayside
•belter at West Lake. The text and drawings for 73 netal photo
labels have been completed and the plates ordered.

Natural istfl Mrazek and Sloane have started the changing of the labels
on the Mangrove self-guiding trail. Mew signs arc being uaed and
the signs now face both directions on road and canal to m»km them
«Aaier to read and also they can be seen from a greater distance.

?aAdal8 have destroyed Mrvcral lift boxes and have removed several
trail labels.

(hi Suaday, June 21, Mrs. Hayse of the Misai Public Library Tech. Services
Division and 26 aeiih^rs of the staff organization, plus Mrs, Beverly
Russell of the Katuralist Division and volunteer helper Ifrs. Helen
Burroughs took the first step in cataloging and indexing the Park
library. The work consisted of writing out order slips for Library
of Congress eards for each of the publications in the library. The
entire group worked siost of the day and Mrs. Burroughs and Mrs.
Eussell have continued to put in otany hours to coeiplete the task.
Once the project 11 eoaplete the library will be mich store usable
And eoaiec to
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ttr. Art Olscn of the Waahiagton Am4iM ?Uit«l Laboratory visited the

park on his antmal leave. Art took about tvo and one«hal£ houra of

faia time to clean a»d adjuat the Bogen units that run the Visitor
Center slide prograa.

mymm^li 9mi Observation ; Several night tripa have been sMidc to

Cape Sable area to check on the turtle nesting. Again this year
raccoons have destroyed aany of the nests.

The ina«ct situation has made the use of nany of the trails In the
park rather unpleaaant.

Following is a tabulation of the visitor contacts for the aonth of
June:

^JUH Walks^
CRBsbo Llabo

lliid>«r Mtttfmi
^a 301

Aal^li^B u 504
"~"Tl*Bingo 7 39

fi^^cUl 4 ;-..^.

Talks:
Spyal Pain

Cm-)
I,5d5

fl«ilag« ^Specials 5

Rovioii CovtaeCsi 941 ^
^i\ 6.1.0b hO

^hw^fm %m^^i --^^

7,916 0^Parachute Key Visitor Center
Ipyal FaUi 11,500
nwi&go Information Oeak 310

Self-GuidinR Device*}

12,000
Gumbo Linbe 7,000
Pinelands 5,000
Mahogany Baanock 5,000
Fa-Bay-Okte t.t. q '.'\

6.100 To
Mangrove 7

5,000 ^l
7,000 f^

Flaatingo Ifciseuia ->-

ff«-Site Prograos:
Schools

200 ^6Service Organisatieai
Ft. Hyers TV Progrm 35,000

TOTAL VISITOR CONTACTS , 106.709

Ernst

t

Christensen
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

Homestead, Florida

July 1, 1961;

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for June, 196k

Interpretive Facilities and Planniiig

Attendance at evening programs dropped 31% below the attendance for
the same month last year. This has probably been due to the unusually
heavy infestation of mosquitoes following deluges of rain during the
early part of the month. Participation in morning walks also was dis-
couraged to a great extent by the mosquitoes.

Work has begun on rehabilitating the self-guiding mangroveland nature
trails. Missing signs are bein|5 replaced and the others repainted and
placed in more conspicuous positions with the numbers on each side so

that they can be seen when approached from either direction.

Interpretive Services

Naturalist Cunningham was on annual leave for two weeks during the month.

Interpretive Contacts for the Month:

Program Number Attendance

7U2
39
35
310

Total 1,126

Evening Talks 30
Morning Walks 7
Special Talk 1
Information Desk





Miscellaneous

Naturalist Mrazek gave a 20 minute talk to a group of 35 Turkish teachers
(through an inteipreter) on Jurag l^th.

Research and Obse2:^ation

A great deal of emphasis was directed toward the sea turtle nesting on

Cape Sable during this time of the year. Several night trips were made
to the beach i-dth little success at spotting a nesting turtle. As
normally occurs, there has been almost 100^ predation on the eggs by
raccoons. A program of raccoon removal, (possibly by trapping) shortly
before the turtle nesting season next year, should be given serious
consideration.

After the torrential rains at the month's;; start - many birds, including
six glossy ibis were seen feeding in the grassy area between the service
station and the bridge. Curious as to their food supply, Mrazek waded
out to take a look. Several full grown fresh water crawfish were aaught
by hand. These creatures must have some method of burrowing and existing
beneath the dry marl crust during the winter months - to reappear within
a few days after the area floods over.

Vincent Jf^Kcaz^ '^

Park Naturalist
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FVKUolADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Tk)V' 279

Ht5MESTF\D, FLORIDA J 3030

August 5, 196A

MeTiorandiuTj

To: Superintendent

From: Chief Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report, Interpretive Division, July 1964

Interpretive Facilitie<^ and Services; Visitors h^ve increased over

last month altnough total travel figures siiow a decrease. T^iis is

caused by the 35000 contacts claimed for tht^ T.V. program given in

Jun«^

.

Oif-site programe continue to be given by members of the staff and ten

special groups came to the VisiLor Center find Royal Palm this raont^

.

Forty science teachers studying plant ecology under a National Science

Grant at Universitv of South Florida made their second annual field

trip to the Park. Thev were accompanied by Naturalist Mrarek and

Collaborator Dr. Craighead.

Chief Naturalist Christensen and Naturalist Ziiraner spent several days

at Fort Jefferson inspecting interpretive facliltie^ and planning for future

additional facilities and exhibits.

Ranf^tr-NatMraliat Victoria Sullivan resigned and the entire Park staff
was sorry to see her leave. Miss Sullivan is taking an extensive
trip through the Westeru United States and In Septembt-r will enter
graduat<_ school at Florida State University.

Re«iearch and Observation s: Aasistant Chief Naturalist Haugen went to

the White Ibis night roost in CViokoloskee Bay on the concessioner's
(Sanny Hamilton) boat. It Is without a doubt the finest bird "show"
we can cffer the summer visitor.

Many White-Crowned Pigeons have been reported in the Flamingo - Florida
Bav area.

I'he water level has dropped very rapidly in Roval Palm area this month.
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Follmd«g is A fbuliifton of th« visitor cowUcU for th« aonth of July:

^Bow»lly
laabe 10 3U

51 1,428
flmdaga 11 112
8p»eUl 10 420

loj«l fmlM %l 2,Oi^5

dP vX,240 >

WfciM^ 5 460

J|e£^ftJSB|£tt£t 1.402

Faraomttt Koy VliM.t«dr Contor 9.613
isijrirl Paki 15,000
Flaningo jbifontttion Do^ 601

ialliaigli ^^ 14«500
Li«bo evening r 12,100

FlMlMd* 6,«00
5,840

. ,„ > 7.340
or 6^200
P^ 11,000
1 have oeen -s*

••rvico Ori«&iaui<
Inl T i-'i . -jj-Vi^ -o i 01" trie i

1 49
••rvico Ott0BEkl*mtimkB 4 457

1/
-nii rtfp-/

Snuit T. ChristoiuMo '

601

1,993

^w^zak nied Dr. Or- char' of
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t; ^fT

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT

P. 0. Bax 279
Homestead, Florida

August 2, 196k

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for July, 196k

1nterpretive Facilities and Planning

Attendance at evening programs continued slightly below that of the
corresponding months last year, however, there was an increase in the

number of participants for morning walks,

Work continued on the Mangroveland Nature Guide markers during the
month. QJompletion of the project now awaits delivery of aluminum
sign plates which have been on order for several vreeks.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number

Evening Talks
Morning Walks
Special Walk
Information Desk

31
11

1

Attendance

l,2iiO

112
UO
601

Fiiscellaneous

Total. 1,993

Naturalist Mrazek accompanied Dr. Craighead and a charter bus group of

kO science teachers who are studying p^ant ecology at the University of
South Florida on a inspection tour of the various plant communities of

the park on July 28th.
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Research and Observation

Naturalist Cunningham is working on the preparation of material for a

forthcoming publication on birds of the park.

A pair of night hawks raised their two young along the road shoulder near
the Flamingo bridge in the face of dangers from motor vehicles and predation
by bob cats and racoons. The eggs hatched on July 2nd. Cunningham banded
both young on July 10th and on July 25th one of the young was found dead in
the road near the nesting site. Apparently it had just begun to fly and was
hit by a passing automobile.

Many Wiite eroi^med pigeons were observed flying over the road in the vicinity
of Nine Mile Bond from July 9th through the end of the month.

The East Pdver Rookery was visited by the Flamingo naturalists on July 19th
mth no nesting of any kind observed.

Vincent J. y^zek / /^ y
Park Natura'list cy
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N26 P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030

arch projMC. ttkm ixxmx wu September 8, 1964 '»« •••• «•*«

^TiA^ OB AilglMt i.'^^

Memorandum

To: Superintendent
-f. v< filter eontaett for Auguot.

From: Acting Chief Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report, Interpretive Divieion - Auj^ust 1964

Interpretive Facilities & Planriinj^ 535

A meeting was held August 19 with Regional Naturalist Schultx, Regional
staff mesiber Squiera, Superintendent Joseph, Assistant Superintendent
Burroughs, Chief Park Naturalist Christensen, and Assistant Chief
Naturalist Haugen attending to discuss the revaluation of the entire
interpretive plan for Everglades.

A meeting vas held about the Shark V'slley Loop X a^. It v^s decided
that sigvis would be produced from Park funds by Park personnel to

provide Interim interpretation for that area. Chief Naturalist
Christensen and Naturalist Zlimner have been herd at work on this project.

Interpretive facilities were closed the afternoon of August 26 to
permit personnel to secure the stations for protection froEa hurricane
Cleo. Personnel vere excused to go hctr.e upon the corctpletlori of the
yellow alert preparations. All were on duty the following morning and
the Visitor Center, Royal Palm, and Flamingo provided their rejular
programs

.

Mrs. Mendlen has completed the project of putting all the slides
in the slide library into plastic slide protectors.

PERSONNEL

The Chief Naturalist left August 31 on annual leave. The naturalist
secretary, Mrs. Russel was on annual leave at Fort Jefferson the early
part of the month. Naturalist Zimmer started her annual l&ave August
12 to visit with her mother some of the western parks. Mr. John Leppert,
a local teacher, was added to the interpri^t Ive staff on a WAE appointment.
Seasonal Park Naturalist Sam Mendlen completed his season with the Park
and is now on furlough.

T.
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Research & Observation .L .".Uj^jumiiii'j

Naturalist Sloane submitted his plan of study on the Cape Sable erosion

research project. The first haruh Havk of the season was seen near

the Flamingo bridge on August 29.

Interpretive Services

Following is the tabulation of visitor ccutacts for August.

Guided Walks «^f TfiT-V

Gumbo Limbo Trail
Ajihing.i Trail
Flamingo
Specials

Talks

Rdyai Falm
Flamingo
Specials

Roving Corn.nets

of the BTp'

for the

•eat

Number

44
17

12

2

61

2

Attended Stations
Parachute Key Visito^ Center
Royal Palra ^^'^^^^^-^f y-

Fl9T2lngo Irixori^t loa Desk
Self Guiding Devicea

Anhinga Trail
Gumbo Limbo
Pinelands '^ontacts for the

Hahogany Hammock
Pa-hayokee
Mangrove
Flamingo Museum

:;rain

Off site

>f-' \ri-

At tendance

1,261
535
103

200

1,994
1.156

cLS uco^jT. see t(

1,565

De

12

8,631
15,000

465

15,300
13,000
7,200
5»348

_Ji.866
6,000

1,768

t Flamingo
or the
with no

:; last

ai,892 --

-^.'3 7 7
The one off-site program was given to the South Miami Rotary Club. There
were visitors frcm 26 foreisn countries and 44 states. Visitation was
approximately 15% less this month over lasc( visitor contacts).

Robert T. Haugen
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4 REPUY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NAUONAL PARK
and

FCRT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

Homestead, Florida

September 1, 19614.

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for August, I96I1.

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Visitor use of the area and attendance at interpretive programs was
below normal for the month. Heavy mosquito inl'estations, hot, humid
weather and the threat of Hurricane "Gleo" acted as deterrents to
enjoyable park use.

Several discussions were held by interpretive personnel both at Flamingo
and Headquarters regarding the scope of interpretive programs for the
coming winter season at Flamingo, It was generaili|i agreed that with no
increase in personnel, programs would essentially be the same as last
year.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number

Evening Talks
Morning Walks
Information Desk

28

12

Attendance

1,156
103
U65

Total l,72ii





Research and Observation

Naturalist Sioane submitted his study plan for the Cape Sable beach
erosion research project.

The first Marsh Hawk pf the season was seen near the Flamingo bridge
on August 25th.

Migrating barn swallows have been moving through the park area for
several weeks.

An epidemic of stinkbugs invaded the Flamingo area this month. They
are somewhat of a nuisance at times with their offensive odor, especially
when squashed by hand or underfoot.

Vincent J. jf^azek

Park Naturalist
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEEPERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. BOX 279 -^tcead.

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030

"!»nth

:

HB

V October 7, 1964 ^^

X
' rt*

Mestorandum

To : SuperIntendent

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report, Division of Interpretation <- September

Although overall Park travel was up again this month, the sharp rise in

the mosquitoes in the middle cf the month cut down the number of interpretive
contacts this month. This drop is reflected mostly in the conducted wolka.
People would arrive and even start some of the programs, but give up in

spite of the protection offered by repellents.

A tewiporary reduction in manpower at Flamingo has forced a cutback in the
number of interpretive services offered the visitor. A similar sitxiation

takes place at Royal Palm during the morning and afternoon talk and walk.
At this time, the window at the information desk has been closed during the
slowest days of the week.

Considerable time Is still being spent on the materials that are to go to
the Shark Valley Loop Road. Six exhibits were prepared for printing.
These will be used in lift ' boxes.

District Naturalist Hrazek left September 23 for the two month interpreter's
training course at Stephen T. Mather Training Center, Harper's Ferry, West
Virginia. Naturalist Cunningham is Acting District Naturalist during his
absence.

Park Naturalist Taylor was on a two weeks duty a WASO working as Biology
Editor in the Publications Section. His transfer has since come through,
and he left close of business October 5.

Ketalphoto labels were installed on Mangrove Trail to replace laminated
labels which do not hold up in the sun.

Considerable time has been given to overall interpretive problems of the
coming season and the rewriting of the Master Plan, Chapter Three.

Two thousand hatchllng green turles were released in Florida Bay on
September 26. This is a continuation of the project cooiaenced last year
in cooperation with Dr. Carr of the University of Florida.
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Following U . tabulation of th. vislr«
Cuid«d Walks

Anhlnga Trail

I
Gwabo LlBbo

^ Flamingo
Specials

Talks

*oyal PalH
Flamingo
Specials

Roving Contacts

Attended Stations

Flanlngo Infomatlon Desk

»«lf-guided Devices
Anhlnga Trail
Gwabo Ltabo Trail
Flnelands Trail
Pa-hay-okee
Hangrove Trail
Flamingo museum

ff-8ite

Number
2a
8

5

4

35

4

this u>nth:

Tot.l lnt.rpr.ttv, contact.

Attendance
38«

74

49

496

C34f
49

401

3961

10C7
310

4000
6000
6600
4277
5000
7000

42108

Ernst T. Chrlstensen
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

REPLY REFER TO *

FORT JEFFF^RSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0^' Box 279

Homestead, Florida

October 2, 1964

Memorandim

To: Chief Park Natiiralist

From: Park Naturalist Sloane

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for September, 1964, Flamingo

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Visitation dropped sharply, as is to be expected during this month. However,

attendance vras still far above that for September, 1963, and topped the all

time September high of 1962 by about one per cent. Attendance was heavier
during the first half of the month; in part this vras caused by seasonal
factors, but the appearance of an astoiinding number of mosquitoes around
the middle of the month no doubt had a deleterious effect on travel* Evening
programs were cancelled for three nights in a row because of lack of attend-
ance. The morning walks were very poorly attended: seven out of the 12
scheduled walks were no-shows.

The last week of the month programs were cut back because of a temporary
reduction in available manpower, Wednesday morning walks and Sunday evening
talks were eliminated. At present, morning walks are held Saturdays and
Sundays; evening programs are conducted six nights a week.

Interpretive Services

District Naturalist Mrazek left September 23 for the two-month interpreter's
school at the Stephen T, Mather Training Center, Harper's Ferry, West Virginia,
Naturalist Cunningham was appointed Acting District Naturalist in his absence.

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number Attendance

Evening Talks 25 345
Morning Walks 5 26
Information Desk 310

Total 681

Miscellaneous

A mistletoe cactus was stolen from the planter outside the museum on or





September 25

•

On September 8 a Green Alert was called for Hiirricane Dora, but cancelled

the next day as the storm moved north.

Two bird feeders were built by Naturalists Cunningham and Sloane and Ranger
^

Holden; these will be used during the winter in the Flamingo area.

Research and Observations

About 2,000 hatchling green sea turtles received hy air from Archie Carr*s
hatchery in Honduras wei^ released in Florida Bay on September 26-27. The
Chief Park Naturalist was assisted in this operation by Naturalists Zimmer
and Sloane and Ranger Holden.

Representative marine life samples csiught "by the Institute of Marine Science
in their study nets beneath the Button tlanal bridge were presented to the
Park.

^"

Mosquitoes have been the most numerous forms of wildlife present. A
combination of fair amounts of rain, abundant flows of water through the
mangrove country from the everglades, and extra high tides around the
autimin equinox helped hy strong off-shore winds have provided near ideal
conditions for the breeding of saltmarsh mosquitoes.

Naturalist Cunningham conducted several field trips in the Flamingo
area in connection with research on fall bird migration in the Cape Sable
region.

^_^

Bruce C. Sloane
Park Naturalist
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BVER6XADSS NATIONAL PARK
and

PORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, F;X>RII>A 33030

November 3, 1964

Memorandum

To: SuperIntandent

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report, Division of Interpretation - October 1964

The rains produced by the October storms raised the water levels in the Park
and will serve to bring about the normal Fall accumulation and concentration
of aquatic life in the permanent water holes. Water passing through the
culverts is loaded with the smaller fish i>uoh as gainbusia, etc.

The passage of Hurricane IsbelL across the western and northern areas of the
Park seened to have had little effect on the Flamingo and Royal Palm areas.
Many of the trees along Beir La.ke and Snake Bight Roads, Killed by Hurricane
Donni and still standing, were either blown down or had branches broken off.
No destruction of wildlife or displacement of pelagic birds was noted.

During the recent Fall migration. Naturalist Cunningham added three new
species of birds to the Park list - Wilson's Phalarope, Philadelphia Vireo,
and Chestnut -sided Warbler.

Quite a number and variety of birds are in evidence along the Park road
and in the Taylor Slough ^rea.

During the moath, work progressed on exhibit material as well as on signs
and markers to be installed along the Shark Valley Loop Btoad. TWo lift
exhibits were refurbished and reinstalled on the trails. Exhibits for the
Gumbo Limbo axid Ai;hlnga Trails are being readied for installation as are the
refurbished exhibits for Pa-hay-okee.

Interpretive Services
While there was an increase in Park use, it did not reach the level anticipated.
TUis was due in pert to the hurricane and the easterly wave. The rains
also precipitated a new brood of mosquitoes which made the Gumbo Limbo
and Mahogany Hammock pretty uninviting.

Naturalist Mraze was absent the entire month on annual leave and attending
the Stephen T. Mather Training Center. Naturalist Sloane was on annual leave
for three weeks; thus the interpretive prograias at Flamingo had to be
curtailed to some degree. Naturalist Cunningham served as Acting District
Naturalist during this tir%, ^
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Following is a tabulation of visitor contacts £or October:

Guided Walks
Anhlnga Trail
Gumbo Limbo
Flamingo
Specials

T&Ias
Royal Palm
Flamingo
Specials

Roving Contacts

Attended Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm
Flamiago Information Desk

Self-guiding Facilities
Anhinga Trail
Gumbo Limbo Trail
Plnelands
Pa-hay-ok.ee

Mangrove Trail
Mahogany Hammock
Flamingo Museum
Mangroveland Trail Leaflet

Off-site Programs

Total Visitor Contacts

Number
49

8

3

49

4

Attendance
878

96
140

877
767

190

G.iA-eJ^^-^^^'y^-^-''-^**^-'^

600

5116
2621
420

8320
6000
6960
4600
5900
3380
8100
1200

678

56843

j 7/d

Ernst T. Christensen
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

Homestead, Florida

November 1, 196U

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report, October, 196U

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Interpretive programs were necessarily reduced during the month due to
periods of absence of both District Naturalist Mrazek and Naturalist
Sloane. However, even with this reduced schedule the overall atten-
dance at interpretive programs was higher for the month than for
October 1963 . Even though there were nine less evening talks than in

1963 the total attendance was higher by 39 people. Three more room-
ing walks were given than in I963 with an increase in attendance of
3I4 people.

With the absence of District Naturalist Mrazek evening programs were
held nightly except for Sundays; morning walks were scheduled for
Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday. During the three week absence of

Naturalist Sloane evening programs were given only on Tuesday, Fri-
day, and Saturday nights; morning walks were scheduled only for
Saturdays and Sundays.

Hurricane Isbell passed across the Gulf side of the Park near
Everglades City on October lU. No Park visitors were allowed in
the Flamingo area on that date.

Interpretive Services

District Naturalist Mrazek was absent the entire month attending the
Stephen T. Mather Training Center. Naturalist Sloane was absent on
annual leave for three weeks. Naturalist Cunningham officially
joined the Naturalist Division during the month and was Acting Dis-
trict Naturalist until the return of Vince Mrazek.
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Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number

Evening Talks
Monning Walks
Special Talks
Information Desk

V

17
8

1

Attendance

767
96
50

U20
Total 1,333

Miscellaneous

The passage of Hurricane Isbell across the western and northern areas

of Everglades National Park seemed to have had little effect upon the

vegetation and wildlife in the Flamingo area. Naturalist Cunningham
spent several hours in the field on several days following the storm
investigating possible affects. Many trees, mostly mangroves although
several hammock treex along Bear Lake and Snake Bight Roads, were
either blown down or branches broken off. The majority of these trees
had been killed by Hurricane Donna in I960 and were still standing
prior to Hurricane Isbell. I found no evidence of wildlife destruction
in the area, nor any displacement of pelagic birds into the area.

Naturalist Cunningham began organization for the Coot Bay Christmas
Bird Count to be held on December 27, 196U.

Naturalist Cunningham conducted a Dr. Williams, a viriologist and
ornithologist with the government of Uganda, through the area on two
days with field trips to Snake Bight and other areas. Dr. Chamberlain
of the U.S. Public Health Service accompanied us frequently.

Naturalist Cunningham gave a special talk and auto-cade on October 31
for about 50 Dade County biology teachers who were studying under the
auspices of the National Science Foundation.

Research and Observation

Naturalist Cunningham continued his field research work on bird migration
in the Flamingo-Cape Sable area. Some very significant data are being
obtained for this area which is of ornithological importance to the state
of Florida. Results of these findings are being published in Audubon
Field Notes for which Naturalist Cunningham has been appointed an editor
for the Florida Region. The spring migration issue (August, 196U) dis-
cussed the discovery of the possiblity of a coastal hiatus for the
Flamingo-Cape Sable area. Field research for the fall migration periods
of I963-6U has disclosed another significant migration theory - an east-
ward directional flight of diurnal migrants along the coastline. This
will be reported in the February, 196^, issue of Audubon Field Notes .

Reprints of published material have been sent to the Naturalist Office
in care of Park Biologist Robertson.
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During the recent fall migration Naturalist Cunningham added three new
species of birds to the Park list (Wilson's Phalarope, Philadelphia Vireo,
and Chestnut-sided Warbler) and observed several other species of rare
occurrence in the Park. Continued field wofck in the Flamingo-Cape Sable
area has made many extremely significant contributions to the knowledge
of the ornithology of Evergldes National Park and the overall knowledge
of Park birds is increasing at a rather rapid rate.

\.U^i'^^/^i^^<g^t^

Richard L. Cunningham
Park Naturalist
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N26 P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33C3C

December IC, 1964

Memornndum

To: Superintendent

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report, Interpretive Division, November 1964

During the month interpretive material for the Shark Valley Loop Road
have been constructed in the naturalist workshop. These consist of roadside
markers cued to an information leaflet, lift box exhibits, and road signs.

An arrangement has been made witn the Miami Museimi of Natural Science
whereby they will make study skins of road killed animals for the study
collection in exchange for the l^ng term loan of such materials that are
in excess of Park needs. This will make it possible to catch up on the
back log of skins needing preparation.

Interpretive Services
A number of groups - school groups, boy scouts, girl scouts - visited
the Park In November,

The Air Stream Trailerites had a rally in Homestead and groups frotn this
came out to the Park off and on for about a week. Three of these days
there were several groups scheduled each day.

Naturalist Cunningham led a special autocade and bird walk for 43 inembers

of the Tropical Audubon Society from Miami.

The Geological Society of America held a convention in Miami and scheduled
several field trips into the Park. Naturalist Sloane was on several of these
and gave a special talk to approximately 40 members of the Society. Quite
a few of the members and their wives made additional unofficial visits
to the Park.

On November 27, there was an estimated 250 people attending the evening
program at Flamingo. This is of course, far more people than the small
room should hold • people were sitting on the floors and standing
outside looking in.

Chief Naturalist Christensen and Assistant Cheif Naturalist Haugen gave
several talks in the Miami area.
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The monthly travel figures for the Perk during November, 1964 show an
increase of 13X over the same month last year. However, participation
In x'egularly •chcdulad interpretive prograr'? Is soaewhat lower than
November of 1963. In analyzing thlr., several factors should be considered;
First of all, over-all travel coxints include laborers at the mlssle site
in the Hole-in-the-Donut; construction workers driving back and forth
from Flamingo add to the total, and a larger number of hunters on their
way to the Hole*in-the-i>onut add their numbers to the total. The nuisance
of misquitos produced by Fall rains have discouraged Park use, and finally
perscor.el shortages and the need to divert i^oine of the Interpretive
energies coward the preparation of interpretive material for the Shark.

Valley Loop Jtoad have made it luteessary to reduce the number of public
contact personnel. Most of these factors will terminate soon and the
number of interpretive contacts will increase mcirkedly during the
coming month.

A summary ox the interpretive contacts for the month follows:

Guided Walks
Gumbo Limbo
Anhinga
Flamingo
Specials

Number
2

54
11

9

Attendance
29

1465
237
440

Talks
Royal Palm
Flamingo
Specials
Autocade

St

I

I

Roving Contacts 820

Self Guiding Devices
Anhinga
Gxsnbo Liubo
Pine 1and ;j

Mahogany Uanr.;ock

Pa-hay-oJoee

Mangrove
Flamingo

1600U
15uOO
6102
5533
6541
4000
176UO

Attended Stations
- Parachute Key Visitor Center
^ Royal Palm
Flamingo Information Desk

7160
14214

540

Off Site Programs 1071

Total

jlo-J^W^^-^^•-*''-«*-^

100,534
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R»«<Tch and Obger^Jtiong
Water It dropping at Royal P«5.1ja and -fiidllfe is b«gtiUiing to gather along

the Anhlnga trail.

At Coot Bay Pond there !• an excellent bird and alligator show. Roseate

Spoonbills aad eevaral of other wading birds, including Rediah egrets,

can be vicved from the road. A great many Park visitors have been able

to photo and viev; these blrdc at a very close range. Also there is a

B«ld Eagle nest visible from the road at Coot Bay Pond. On West Lake

There are a AlkMbcr of coots, duek«, teals, red-heads, and canvas backs.

Ndturaltct Cunningham reports a new bird species f-^r the Park bird list.

A gannet vas seen on Sandy Key on November 23.

Miscellaneous
I'^sistant Chief Naturalist F^ur.an t«ufht first aid cmirses during the

tnoi\th and spent several Moiidaj. evenings training the Ranger Aides tor

the coning wixiter 8ea«on.

Bm^t T. Chris tensen
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

Homestead, Florida

December 1, 196U

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report, November, 196U

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

As to be expected for the time of year visitation increased as the month
progressed. Morning walks and evening programs were generally well at-
tended. On the night of November 27 Naturalist Sloane estimated a crowd
of 2^0 people attending the evening program, many of the people sitting
on the floor or standing up. To my knowledge this is possibly the lar-
gest single audience for an evening Naturalist program at Flamingo.
Because there were no Sunday night programs overall attendance was down
about 3^6 people from November 1963 . However, two more morning walks
were given than for November 1963, with an increase of 70 people.

With the absence of District Naturalist Mrazek evening programs were
held nightly except for Sundays; morning walks were scheduled for Wed-
nesday, Saturday, and Sunday.

Interpretive Services

District Naturalist Mrazek was absent the entire month attending the
Stephen T. Mather Training Center.

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Evening Talks 25 2,125
Morning Walks 11 237
Special Talk 1 UO
Special Autocade 1 U5
Information Desk 5U0

't:wi





(2)

Miscellaneous

During the week beginning November l6 the Geological Society of America,
while holding a convention in Miami, made several field trips into the
Park and were assisted on some trips by Naturalist Sloane. On November
17 Naturalist Sloane gave a special talk to about UO members of the G.S.A.
From November 19-21 Naturalist Sloane attended meetings of the G.S.A. in

Miami.

Naturalist Cunningham led a special autocade and bird walk for h^ members
of the Tropical Audubon Society from Miami. The trip was a great success
as it was the largest number to attend a T.A.S. field trip this year.
Plans were discussed to hold another field trip to Flamingo next April.

Research and Observation

An excellent display of birds and alligators began during the month at
Coot Bay Pond. Roseate Spoonbills, mostly adults, and several other
species of wading birds could be seen there daily, including a Reddish
Egret. Also, large numbers of ducks (including Redheads and Canvasbacks)
and Coots were to be seen at West Lake Pond.

The Bald Eagle's nest at Coot Bay Pond was active and the adults could be
seen daily; actions of the sitting bird indicated eggs or very small young.

Naturalist Cunningham observed another new bird species for the Park list
when a Gannet was seen about one mile northwest of Sandy Key on November 23.
Up to 12 White-winged Doves (the largest/; 1 have ever seen in Florida) could
be seen daily at Christian Point. Four Am. Avocet were seen at the new
sewage ponds in the new Flamingo Campground on November 30.

Richard L. Cunningham
Park Naturalist
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N26 P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030

January 6, 1965

Memorandun

To: Superintendent

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report, Division of Interpretation - December 1964

Interpretive Facilities & Services
Visitation during the Christmas week (December 25 - 31) was extremely high.
During this time, personnel was spread very thinly to provide the services
expected by the visitors to Everglades Natioiuil Park. At the Visitor Center
approximately 9)618 people were contacted at the desk, viewed the exhibits,
and about 3,206 saw the orientational slide program.

At Royal Palm 3,156 visitors attended the talks and 2,965 went on the
guided walks. Personal contact with about 1,630 people was made along
the wall In bacic of Che station, and about 4,720 people went through the
museum.

At Flaming the evening program was doubled starting December 29 and for the
last three days of the month approximately 1000 visitors attended these
programs. The programs naturally had to be shortened to save the voice
of the naturalist giving both progress and to allow the auditorium to be
emptied and aired before refilling and to complete the programs in the
two hours alloted.

During the month a number of school groups and scout groups visited the
Park, and in many instances because of the shortage of personnel had to be
scheduled with the regular walk and talk instead of having a special program
as is much more desirable.

Last year five walks and five talks were offered daily at Royal Palm on the
winter schedule. However, this year, because of this shortage, we have had
to delete one talk and one walt^, having only two walks on the Gumbo Limbo
and Anhinga trails each and four talks.

At Flamingo, the morning nature walk went on a daily basis December 26.
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The project of Installing metalphoto labels on all the Park's interpretive
trails was completed this month. The signs and interpretive devices £or
the Shark Valley Loop Road are completed also and are ready to be installed.

Assistant Chief Haugen assisted in the Judging of social science projects
for the Dade County School System in Miami December 6 and 7. On December
30 he conducted the Ranger Aids on a field trip to the Shark Valley Tower.

Other off-site services included talks to the Kiwanis Club of Miami Beach,
the Daughters of the American Revolution, the Herpetological Society and
the Redland Junior High School.

Research & Observation
Naturalist Cunningham directed the annual Coot Bay Christmas Bird count
this year. A total of 174 species set a new record for the count, as
did the total attendance of 86 observers (representing 8 states and two
foreign countries - England and Canada). Without a doubt, this was the
most successful of all previous Coot Bay Counts.

Miscellaneous

The Everglades Natural History Association held their annual meeting
following a field trip to the Shark Valley Tower on December 12. The
Florida Science Study Group under the direction of Mrs. Doris Timpano
were in the Flamingo area December 27 and 28. Special programs were
given on both nights. A number of special visitors were assisted,
among them were Senator & Mrs. Spessard Holland, Mr. & Mrs. B.6.E.
St.Aubyn (she is Assistant to the Secretary General of Jamaica).
Naturalist Sloane accompanied the Whitewater Bay Sightseeing boat on
December 5. He and Naturalist Cunningham made suggestions for improving
the interpretation on this trip. Assistant Chief Naturalist Haugen
conducted the Standard First Aid Course for members of the Protection
Division.

Attached is a statistical summary of the visitor contacts for the month.

Brnst T. Christensen
Chief Park Naturalist
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Guided mika
Gumbo Limbo Trail
Anhlnga Trail
Flamingo
Specials

Talks
Royal Palm
Flamingo

Roving Contacts

Self Guided Devices
Anhlnga Trail
Gumbo Limbo Trail
Pinelands Trail
Mahogany Hammock
Pa-hay-okee
Flamingo Museum

Attended Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm
Flamingo Information Desk

Off-site Programs

Audio Visual

Campfire Prograius

llunber

30
58

16

9

86

Attendance
1,626
2,704

610
649

4,625

C3>742:>

3.475

28,792
26,324
11,918
9,908
10,552
11.85S

15,331
5,990
1.500

669

5,110

432

Total 145,816
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

Homestead, Florida

January 1, 1965

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Reprot, December, 196U

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

The winter season schedule began on Monday, December 28. Visitation
was extremely heavy the week between Christmas and New Year's Day.

Attendance for the evening Naturalist's talks set a new all time
high for December. In order to try to cope with the overcrowded
conditions at these programs, and because many people could not attend
for lack of space, two evening programs were held nightly begginning
on December 29. Estimated attendance for the three nights of December

29, 30, and 31, was estimated at 1000 people (over one-fourth the
total attendance for the whole month)

•

Up until December 26, the morning Naturalist walks were held on Sat-
urday, Sunday, and Wednesdays, y.^^^ ,^cc_^ /O. //

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number Attendance

Evening Talks 30 3,7U2
Morning Walks 16 610
Special Talks 3 255
Information Desk 1,500

Total 6,107

Miscellaneous

Naturalist Cunningham accompanied Senator and Mrs. Spessard L.
Holland on birding trips throughout the Park and to Key Largo
on dates ranging from Deconber 8 to the 19th. District Naturalist
accompanied them on December l6.
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Naturalist Cunningham accompanied Mr. and Mrs, B. G. E. St. Aubyn to

Coot Bay Pond on December 20, Mrs. St. Aubyn is the assistant to the
Secretary General of Jamaica.

On December 27 and 28 Mrs, Doris Timpano 's Florida Science Study group
stayed overnight at Flamingo. A talk was given by Naturalist Sloane to
the 120 students on the night of December 27, and on the following evening
Naturalist Cunningham led a question and answer discussion on the ecology
of Everglades National Park.

Naturalist Sloane accompanied the Whitewater Bay sightseeing boat trip
on December ^ and both he and Naturalist Cunningham made suggestions to
the EPC on improving visitor interpretation.

District Naturalist Mrazek accompanied Park Biologist Robertson and
engineers of the U.S. Corps of Engineers to Lake Ingraham and Cape Sable.

Naturalists Mrazek and Sloane accompanied Biologist Robertson and Dr.
Ruhle, WASO, to the East River Rookery on December 9»

Naturalist Sloane gave a special talk and walk to 28 students of the
Hearing and Speech Center of Florida on December 12.

Research and Observation

The annual Coot Bay Christmas Bird Count was held on Sunday, December
27, with Naturalist Cunningham in charge of the count and the compiler.
A total of 17U species set a new record for the count, as did the total
attendance of 86 observers (representing 8 states and two foreigan
countries - England and Canada). Without doubt, this was the most
successful of all previous Coot Bay Counts. A formal report is being
prepared.

Richard L. Cunningham
Park Naturalist
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Miscellaneous

The Everglades Natural History Association held their annual meeting

following a field trip to the Shark Valley Tower on December 12, The Florida

k
Science Study Group under the direction of Mrs. Doris Timpano were in the

I Flamingo area December 27 and 28. Special programs were given on both nights,

Anumber of special visitors were assisted, among them were Senator & Mrs.





the Shark Valley Loop Road are completed also, and are ready to be

installed. A

Assistant Chief Haugen assisted in the judging of social science projects in "i.

Miami on December 6 and 7 . On December 30 he conducted the Ranger

Aids on a field trip to the Shark Valley Tower.

Other off-site services included the Kiwanis Club of Miami Beach, the

Daughters of the American Revolution, the Herpetological

Society and the Redland Junior High School. •

ups visitei

y^ <^^^

groups^ g[s isVniore desix,dfbfe.

Naturalist Cunningham directed the annual Coot Bay Christmas Bird count

this year. A total of 174 species set a new record for the count, as did

total attendance of 86 observers (representing 8 states and two foreign

countries, England and Canada). Without a doubt, this was the most

successful of all previous Coot Bay Counts.
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N26 P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030

February 5, 1965

Memorandum

To; Superintendent

From: Assistant Chief Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report. Interpretive Division, January 1965

Research ?nd Observ-tlnns
The wonderful display of wading birds, which this year included many
spoonbills, at Coot Bay Pond and the other two ponds in that area was
very short lived this year. Food supplies were apparently depleted very
soon and the birds have moved away from the roadside ponds.

Huge concentrations of birds were observed northwest of Bear Lake by the
Park aircraft and also by members of the Park staff on a canoe patrol
along the Homestead Canal.

Flights over the rookeries show that Cuthbert, East River, Miele, and
Rookery Branch are forming. The question is, will water remain long enough
for the parent birds to be able to feed the young.

Fish In the shallows of Florida Bay were so slowed by the 33^ temperature
on January 17 that several snook were caught by hand.

On Januairy 27 brim and the larger bass in the main pond at Royal Palm
were gasping for air at the surface and some died. Wind and bright sunlight
postponed the die-off until another date as the water level is dropping
very fast and the oxygen level must be at a critical point.

Interpretive Services
This season the naturalist at Itoyal Palm are operating on a four walk
schedule instead of a five as they did last year. Many times though,
groups have been too large for one trail and one naturalist to adequately
accommodate. When this happens, the group is split Into two groups and after
the introductory talk, one Is led on the Anhlnga and the other on the Gumbo
Limbo

Special groups and outside talks for which we were already committed have
been honored, but the situation demands that most outside talks be



T.TATr?T''*frT

Aen

ctjyi ia av

inabuB :inl-XBqu B

d^»J ift9l !ko on bovTssdo at'

rfij'-'oni

.^i i J , :»i _ a J~

:* Orr «'Ti vij .A .,K '-(,, f

.1 --^ •/ -;» '. ! t"^a <.'*'

iKti-i. nO

«oq

1 Sfltain y"aM .Tt«e^ 3»aJ Mb y**^^ *» *' »nl alubmrion
^ 003 n»^ avsji equ :^

cxfmiJ



declined end that epecial groups fit Into the regularly scheduled walks and
talks.

A guided walk every Tuesday has been given on the Pinelands trail this
month. Attendance and comaents indicate that the venture has been very
successful.

At Flamingo, the morning Bayshore walks and the Saturday wilderness hike
have proved very popular so far this year.

The staff there have started a two prograsis a night schedule and they still
find the room full each time. Questions raised by a safety inspection
of this room have not been answered by having the two programs a night,
but it has possibly helped. The Flamingo staff does find giving two
progra&is, one right after the other, each evening, somewhat of a strain.

The new benches at Long Fine Key have made the campfire circle much
easier to worR and more comfortable for the people attending. We still
hays oumy people bringing chairs and putting them wherever possible, and
this means that the speaker still has people sitting behind him. The
programs have been well attended and the Improved circle is appreciated
by the visitors.

The evening programs on Wednesday nights at the Visitor Center continue
to be very popular and people are having to be turned away because of lack
of ro<»n.

The Royal Palm area is still one of the most popular of the Park. Two
signs hanging over the doors to the building entrance have no doubt helped
to guide people to the Information desk.

Final plans for the Shark Valley Loop Road interpretive instcllations were
completed and all signs, etc., installed. Kr. Brovn frcL: pord: Myers
gathered some material to support the Park's need for water with the help
of the staff.

Naturalist Zimmer projected for Chief Historian Robert Utley of the
Historical Association of Southern Florida.

Attached is the summary of visitor contacts for January.

(SGD1 ROBERT T. HAUGEN

Robert T. Haugen
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Below is a suumary cf th« visitor cu^itacts aoide during the month of January;

Guided Walks Number
Gumbo Limbo 64

Anhlnga f i,

Flamingo 30

Specials 6-

Pineland

8

3

T-iiks

Royal Pi Ira 124
Flamingo 62
Ccmpfire 29
Specials 6

Audiovisual program
Roving contacts

Attendance
2,396
2,969

727
270
75

4,829
5,905
3,584

270

3,718
4,740

Attended Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center
Royal Palm lafcTmatiOn Desk
Flamingo Information Desk

Self guiding i>evi.ces

Anhlnga Trail
Gumbo Limbc Trail
Pinelands
Mihogany Hammock
Pa-hay-o».ee

Mangrove Traxi
Flamingo Museum

Off-site servlcfca

Schools 1

Service Organizations 1

Other 9

/

12 , 105

8,446
1.550

29,020
26,16C
12.860
11,190
9,408
10,200
11,000

400
75

746

Total 161,422
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^EPLY REFER TO:

'> )

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. Box 279

Homestead, Florida

February 1, 1965

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for January, 1965

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

The inadequacy of the present auditorium and the need for a larger
one has been hashed and rehashed and we hate to belabor the point,

but even with two programs a night which each naturalist is present-
ing on his scheduled evenings there is a glaring need for more room.

New highs were reached on both attendance at evening programs and
morning walks. This excess taxing of facilities and manpower is

expected to continue for the next two months.

A new route for a morning walk was tried on Friday, Jan 29th with
good results. The trip ends at the sewage lagoon where quite often
during the winter months concentrations of ducks and other birds can
be seen. This route can be used as an alternate to the regular bay-
shore walk. Naturalist Sloane conducted the first walk.

The wilderness hike, as in past years, is being continued and meeting
with great success,

A sign calling attention to the self-guiding mangroveland markers has
been put up at Coot Bay Pond. It has elicited a greater interest and
response to this interpretive device than was previously evinced.

Interpretive Services

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program Number

Evening Talks
Morning Walks
Information Desk

62

30

Attendance

5,905
727

1,550

Total 8,182
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Miscellaneous ^

On the evening of January l6th Naturalist Cunningham participated in a

Florida Audubon Society meeting and program at the Flamingo auditorium.

Research and Observation

The restriction imposed on the use of boats and other vehicles by the
Flamingo naturalists has greatly reduced wildlife observations and pre-
cluded entirely the pursuance of research projects requiring the use of

these vehicles. The interior of the office at Flamingo, however was very
thoroughly scrutinized.

The spectacular concentration of birds at Coot Bay Pond moved, upon

depletion of the minnow supply, to the two ponds 4 mile to the not?th the
first week of January. The bird show at the latter ponds continued good

until Sunday, the 21st. Then suddenly, as if at a given signal, the birds
left with the exception of a dozen or so spoonbills. This is an unprece-
dented occurrence, since in previous years the birds stayed until the ponds
dried up. A sampling was made to see if there were any fish left and the
results were positive, with the most abundant fish identified as Gambusia.
Until a better reason is found, we must conclude that the fish are not as

plentiful as in previous years.

Vincent J^ Jfrazew (^
Park Naturalist

Addendum to Research and Observation:

Plummeting temperstures on Jan 17th reached a low of 33 degrees in the
Flamingo area. Resultant cold waters stunned some of the more tropical
of our fishes to such a degree that many were lolling about in the shallows
and could easily be caught by hand. Naturalist Cunningham and Mrs. Sloane
were two of the many fortunate that caught 7 or 8 pound snook in this manner.

Dr. J.E. Hoffmeister, Geologist, Professor at Institute of Marine Science,
U. of Miami, with Naturalist Sloane studying stratigraphy of Miami Oolite,
on January 7.

VJM
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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
't% " and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N26 P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD , FLORIDA 33030

March 8, 1963

Memorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Clilef Park NaturallaC

Subject: Monthly narrative report, Interpretive Division - February 1965

A« was expected, facilities were jaamed with the record crowd of visitors
in the Park.

The Shark Valley Loop Road is well received and while many problems
continue to arise, the visitor reaction to the facilities and the
area are very rewarding. All indications point to the fact that it will
be a very heavy use area in the near future. In the short time it has

been opened and in spite of several cloudy and windy weekends 13,169
people have entered the area.

Walks and talks at Royal Palm ere as popular as usual. Many times,
the size of the group on a walk has limited the effectiveness of a

single naturalist, and staffing has not always permitted splitting
the groups.

Campfire talKs at Long Pine Key are well attended again this month
with crowds of 200 not unusual. Campers have been giving their own
talks by putting an extension cord through the window of a restroom
and projecting on the restroom wall. They are continually requesting
illustrated talks and a place where they can be given on an impromptu
basis. The Chief Naturalist had the experience of having his audience
at a campfire arrive about 20 minutes late because the impromptu program
ran past the 8:00 pm starting time of the regular scheduled National
Park Service program. Consideration should be given to this situation
before next year.

Capacity crowds jaomed the small room at Flamingo each evening program,
in spite of the two programs a night schedule.

Interpretive Services
Manning of the Shark Valley Loop Road made it necessary to pull
Naturalist Cunningham from Flamingo to Royal Palm, leaving only two
men to try to carry on at Flamingo.

Two audio units are not working, leaving quite a gap in the overall
program. The Florida Bay exhibit has been out of order for months
and letters and telegrams are answered but the much needed message
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repeater remains at the factory. HlRhlights of the Everglades continues
tu be popular and has been sent to various places during the month.

Seasonal Naturalist Ross was accepted by the training school at Grand
C^inyon, mai<.ing it necessary for additional rescheduling to cover the
Royal Palm area. The small leaflet mimeographed for the Shark Valley
Loop Road has been replaced with one printed by offset press and funded
by Everglades Natural History Association. The leaflet will be given
out on the honor basis in hopes that money received will offset the
cost of printing.

The exhibit materials requested by the Sarasota Garden Club about the
Park's water probleti have been compiled and mailed by Naturalist Zimraer.

Off-site talks scheduled before ihr znt in voney and staffing were given
to several organizations and schools this month. Many scheduled and
unscheduled school groups have come to the Park to taKe the Anhlnga
Trail.

Director Hartzog, accompanied by Superintendent Joseph, Inspected Royal
Palm and the Anhlnga Trail during the Director's brief visit to the
Park.

Research and Observation
Several flights have been made over the rookeries with Biologist
Robertson. A series of photographs have been tau.en with an idea of
determining numbers of nesting birds.

Several rains have helped the water levels especially in Taylor
Slough area. Spring migration has started with the appearance of
swallow-tall kites and other birds moving through.

The presence of seals at the mouth of Shark River has been reported
by two separate parties of visitors.

Visitor Contacts
A tabulation of the visitor contacts for the month is attached.

Ernst T. Christensen
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Guided Walks Number Attendance
Gumbo Limbo Trail 56 2,501
Anhlnga 55 3,188
Flamingo 25 5©2

Plnelands 4 68

Specials 11 535

Talks
Royal Pain 111 5.645
Flamingo 56 7,400
Carapfire 21 3,715
Specials 11 535

Audiovisual 5,110

Roving Contacts 2,190

Attended Stations
Parachute Key Visitor Center 15,335
Royal Palm Infornation Desk 7,188
Flamingo Information Desk 1.300

Self-guiding devices
Anhinga Trail 34,220
Gumbo Limbo Trail 28.500
Piaelands Trail 15,433
Mahogany Haomock 13,524
Pa-hay-okee Overlook 11.362
Flamingo Museuni 13,200
Shark Valley Loop Road 13,169

Off-site Services
Schools 2 215
Others 1 57

Total 197,132
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REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
P.O, Box 279

Homestead, Florida
March 1, 196^

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for February, 1965

Interpretive Facilities and Planning

Capacity crowds jammed into the auditorium nightly, even with two programs^
and most performances were on a standing-room-only basis© The naturalists*
reduction in manpower has led to a slight reduction in information desk
services, although over-all totals reached a new high.

Restrictions on boats and vehicles have continued to hinder activities

«

Interpretive Services

Despite a one-third reduction in manpower a new all-time record high in interpretive
services was reached this month o It shows an increase of 12^ over last
month, and is more than 17^ above travel for February, I96U0 Morning walks,
however, were poorly attended, down 30^ from last month »s high© Three walks
were cancelled because of inclement weather© The Saturday morning Wilderness
Hike continued to rem.ain popular, with UQ people in attendance one morning©

Interpretive contacts for the month:

Program

Evening talks
Morning walks
Special talk
Information desk

Miscellaneous

Number

56
25
1

TOTAL

Attendance

7,U00
502
22

1,300

February 2 -. Park Naturalist Richard L. Cunningham gave a special talk to
22 members of the Hobe Sound Garden Club©

Eebruary 12 - Naturalist Cunningham was transferred to Royal Palm©

February 15-17 « Mr© &: Mrs© Qo Boyd Evison spent several days in the area,
Mr© Evison is Chief Park Naturalist, Hot Springs©
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February 21 « Dro Rankin, head of the Biology Division of the National

Science Foundation, and his wife were escorted by District Park ^^aturalist

Vincent J'. Mrazek and Park Naturalist Bruce Co Sloane on a boat trip
to Tarpon Bay in a driving raino

February 23 « Naturalist Mrazek accompanied Mr, Mason of the U.S. State
Department with two Dutch visitors, Mr, Venekamp and Mr* Ha gen, on a birding
tripo

Ranger Activities

February 2? - Naturalist Mrazek, accompanied by Maintainanceman Bill Mills
and Ranger Max Holden rescued Ranger Bob Benton when his boat broke down
in Hell's Bay» Ranger Benton was acoompanyingrSuperintendent Stanley
C, Joseph and National Park Service Director George Bo Hartzog, Jro at the
time»

Research and Observations

The spring migration appears to be underway with swallowtail kites and
tree swallows making an appearance toward the end of the month

o

Heavy rains February 21-23 refilled Mrazek Pond, and flooded much of the
area* Roseate spoonbills and other birds which had frequented the pond
in great numbers disappeared© Apparently the rains thinned out the
fish population to such an extent that the birds left for better feeding
grounds

•

Nine fulvous tree ducks have been seen in Nine Mile Pond for the last
ten days of the month©

Harbor seals were reported by two separate parties of visitors in
the mouth of the Shark River*

/_
^ Vf^^^^<^

Bruce C« Sloane
Park Naturalist
for the District Park Naturalist
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NATIONAL PARK
Memorandum '

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for April, 1965

General
There was a marked tapering off in visitation at the beginning of ,

the month, however, it quickly built up at the Easter holidays and _
[

remained so until about April 26th. ._

The weather during April was remarkably pleasant - cool and dry with
a conspicuous absence of the mosquitoes which were so bothersome to
visitors last month.

Informational and directional signs and markers
Several signs disappeared during the influx of Easter holiday college
students. Notably the perennial pilfering of tile Whiskey Creek and
Alligator Crossing signs.

Visitor information and orientation stations
Approximately 600 visitors were contacted at the Information Desk at

Flamingo.

Informational publications
Nothing to report.

Status of museum exhibits and collections
A second supplement to the collection of marine and estuarine fishes
of Everglades National Park, comprising 25 specimens, was received this
month from the Institute of Marine Science, University of Miami.

This collection was started through the combined efforts of Park Naturalist
Bruce C. Sloane and Marine Biologist Martin Roessler of the Institute of
Marine Science, University of Miami,

I'/ayside exhibits and interpretive signs
Nothing to report.

Self Guiding trails and tours
Several Mangroveland markers along the Bear Lake Rosd were riddled with
bullets and others succumbed to a variety of vandalic acts during the
month*

Conducted trips
I33 persons participated in the morning walks along the beyshore at
Flcmingo this month, reflecting the normal seasonal decrease at the
wane of the heavy visitor use season

«



(



T

Talks and campfire programs
Eveiing programs were continued at Flamingo with the reduction to one

a night and excepting Sunda^^'S. This is in accordance with the decrease
in visitation and a great lessening of the demand for this service.

Off-site talks
Nothing to renort.

Interpretive personnel and training
Park Naturalist Bruce C, Sloane rave notice of his intention to resign
effective the 13th of May to pursue his graduate studies in geology.

Audiovisual devices and programs
Nothing to report.

Miscellaneous intepretive activities
Sloane made a trip to Lake Ingraham and Big Sable Creek with Dr. Kai-
Curry Lindahl, Swedish ornithologist and Directory Zoological Department,
Nordiska Museet, Stockholm on April l^th. Dr. Lindahl is making field
studies of new world herons.

Mrazek accompanied and assisted Dr. Craighead on April 17th in obtaining
peat samples ]phsr the headwaters of Roberts River for carbon dating.

Sloane made a trip to inspect Cuthbert Rookery with Dr. Robertson and
National Geographic Society photographer Otis Imboden on April ?3rd.
The nesting, which was about 1^% of a normal year, was near completion.

Mrazek provided the boating wherewithal on a trip with Dr. Craighead and
Sir ^prry Champion to Cape Sable and Shark River on Ipril 28th. Sir
Champion is a member of the United Nations Forestry Board.

Mrazek
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BVERGIADES NATIONAL PASK
and

FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT
N26 P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTE.^, FLORIDA 33030

April 6, 1965

Memorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Monthly narrative report. Interpretive Division, March, 1965

General
The month of march marked the beginning of the end of the heaviest winter
travel season on record for Everglades N«itional ParV. Early In the month
all facilities were overloaded. Daytime and evening prograirs hed huge
attendance, but a moequlto brood and a lessening of winter weather up
north served to move campers and other visitors to higher latitudes.
Towards the month's end there was an influx of college students and
teachers. This is expected to continue until Easter.

Informational and directional signs and markers
Nothing to report.

Visitor information and orientation stations .

Approximately 15,708 people visited the Parachute Key Visitor Center during
the month.

Approximately 1,000 visitors were contacted at the Information Desk at
Flamingo.

A total of 6612 visitors attended the guided walks offered in the Park and
11,605 attended the daytime talks. A more complete tabulation of visitor
contacts will be reported on the new visitor contact report form 10-769
due later this month.

Informational publications
The two trail guide pamphlets. Mangroveland and Shark Valley Loop Road
continue to do very well. The guide to the Shark Valley Loop Road being
sold on the Lionor system is doing particularly well with enough revenue
being realized from it to perpetuate its publication.

Status of musejia exhibits and collections
Approximately 100 slides were added to the slide library.

The portable exhibit panels and slides were prepared for the family camping
day at Owaissa Bauer, where the Par^- exhibit was manned by members of the
Protection Division.
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This portable exhibit suffered rough treatment at the Homestead Fair where
it had to be left unattended. Tliese panels i^ill no longer be used for

unattended exhibition.

yf'^yaide exhibits and interpretive sl^ns

The planning and designing of permanent exhibits to replace the temporary
ones at the Shark Valley Tover was started.

A dozen metalphoto labels were stolen from the various trails. Copy for

the replacement of these were prepared and sent to the Prison Industries
for processing.

Self-guiding trails and tours :

Travel on these facilities vill appear on the 10-769.

Conducted trips
Naturalist Mrazck conducted a field trip along the Crocodile Point Road
for 11 students from Ctilver Stockton College, Missouri, March 30,

A grotip of foreign neterologlsts
,
guests of meterologists of this country,

from USSR, West Germany, Canada, Malagasy Republic, and Bahamas were
given special, attention on their trip in the Park b^' Chief Naturalist
Christensen, . TSiey were given a trip along the Anhinga Trail and later
used other trails in the Park after lunching at Flamingo.

The conducted T?Rlk on the Plnelands Trail was discontinued in mid-March as

campground visitation dropped. It was considered a successful program
and will probably be used again next winter.

Naturalist Mrasek conducted an autocade for the Audubon Workshop to
Mahogany Bammock on March 14.

Talks and campflre programs
The full winter schedule of Naturalist programs except for the cancellation
the last of the month of the guided walks on Monday and Thursday and one
evening program nightly at Flamingo was continued and will continue until
the suaamer schedule is adopted.

With the urging of Frank Masland, the Park Story evening program has been
altered to give more attention to water problems of the Park.

Off-site talks
The Chief Naturalist accompanied by Mrs. Chirstensen and Assistant
Superintendent and Mrs. Burroughs addressed the University Yacht Club at
the Coral Gables Country Club on March 24.

Engagements for speakers for off-site programs were deferred until later
in the year because of the shortage of personnel and the pressure of
the winter programs in the Park.
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Incerpretivq Personael aixd Tralniug^

'riiere iU'e pr«8«ntly eight pemnent unlfoTroed employees , two seasonal
onployees aud one KAl, One seasonal Is At the Shark Valley Loop Road,

two permaiieuta are at Fl«mlngc <iDd the remainder are occupied f«ith duties
at deadquiirterti , the Visitor Center »nd at Koyal Palm.

The new fonofl for the servicewide career developnent and placeiuent plan
have been completed.

Audiovisual device^ aud prcgrags
Ti.e Florida Bay recording was installed again in the museum at Flamingo
aji:ter being out for repairs for several months*

The projecti;^a equipment in the Parachute Key Visitor Center continues to
be most undcpeodable.

HiK,'uiiK
,

hta of the hve-r^lades was Icincd to six groups daring the,cionth.

MxAcellaaeous interpretive activities
He, aud Mrb, Frank hasla^;d were iu the Flex-ango nrea March 6-22. Hr.
Hasland is former chairman of thn National F'^rk Service Advisory Board.

I'uey wex'e uouducted by Naturalist Mrasek on several fieid tripb, and showed
cnthuoiasn and uaderatanding of the operations there.

Flamingo naturalists treated loar £ir:at-aid cases tuia roonth.

Thirty mahogany seedlings were plantcul along the Crocodile Point Koad by
Dr. Craighead, Gene Siimcons and Br\M:e Sloane.

Mrasck, Sloane, and Mrs. Sloane checked last Riv«r Rookery for nesting
activity on March 16, The rookery v*s operating at about 2oX capacity of
fcnrier years.

Ernst T. Christensen

BAHite:bah
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June (', 1965

To: Actin;:^ riuperintejiderit, JSverglades

Frcsa: Chief Para Naturalist

Subject: Idonthly Nsirrative Report for May 19^5

Daily visitation Is down, as expecte<l^ but lartie school and 3cout
croups and other organized groups continue to enter the TrtIs.,

During this particular wa-ith 1? special groups have appeared at
Royal PaliT: and have been given aotae sort of apociol attention.

With so much in the newapaxjors about tiie vaiier condition weelceud

trav'ei has piclced up a l^it as people cacfie dovm to see the
conditioas ior thei.;selve3 . Water level in the c;aln por>d at Royal
PciL-n i3 very lov/. The shoreline exteiids well out into the pond.
Water along the boardwalk haa "been maintained only by pu;;ip3. At
ti;;iea these have trokien down aiid except for two ai^all bolejj water
level fell until tlie uSAd dried and craciced in Uie area around and
about the xoain boardwalk on the Aiihlng» fmdl*

About six-tenths of a aiiie aiid two holes were partially cleaned
out by the Hayes Crar:e T: " - -ion Co., ^, -* u, under e sewen-day
contract digging silt o : canal ai ._ ,e Shai^ Valley Loop
Road. Excellent results wcr« obtained with a clara Ghovel since
xhe ditch was, for the i.'.ost part, coeipletely dry. After digging,
a foot to a foot-and-a-ri&lf of water was available in the ditch area
dug. Had funds persiitted the dlgijlng of the entire leij^th of the
ditch water voula have "bee "ned alojit -'ost of the ditch,
even during the fixtreise or^ .^ . . ut wc liave been eicperlencing.
Tliia work was done during the closure of the road for repairs aaid

diiring the tlr.<e of extrei.« fire danger.

Flaraingo operation continued with lij^t visitation as was expected
dui'tug this .'i:oath viU^ lieavy iise duririjj the -.a when lare:©

nucibera of locfiil fiahersrien uae the area to 1: _. uoats. The weather
has contlnaed cool tl^iroii^-jout the Pftrk, for this tiiiie of year, ar.d

veri"- cry, therefore i^osquitoes a3J. over the Park have 'ijeen less of
a proclen- than in 54arch.
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Xi-j i.els have be. i«allea at ti-". ,. . . \X aad aace
new lAbels at Pa-ht^'-Qtee to replace those stolen.

Visitor Infortiiatlcm and Orientation : Appraxiiiiately 4S0 visitors
wore contacted at tine Ir.i'oriiietion deslc at Flaiidngo.

IiifojermtloaaX Public&tloyi ; i»lr. Roger Rogers, Rei^onol Publicatio-is
Qfi'icer spent two d.a;ys in the office vorJiiug vith the staff o?..

i^vj.siOTiS of Pars paropiilet.

Self'Guiding I'^ils aiid Tours : At Flatfaiiigo worse has begun on
repiaciiig signs lor the Maii^ove Kators Ti«il that were destroyeii

by valaelisjT.,

Sil : Trips: The bayshoro valka at Flauiingo were conducted on
yi<ci^ „.-_„ Oiil^' because of the seasor»al reduction in visitors ejad the
loss of available int^rpi^tive peraofiuel * A.t Boyal Paliii the niiinber

of pfjople have dropped as is sosual during this seascm of the year;
bowevor, the special jsroupa t^at vill coiitinue to cojue until the
cloaliig of school vill oriDg it up cm weekends and near the eiid of
the veeJi.

TalKs and Cn.;";^M"lre Prouroa^s ; Svenig prograuis inthe HQadquarters anM
have ceased' alid down at Flsiiiji^iO tiiey ai'e reduced to three a veek
tc .porttriiy darings the loss of services duo to perscKuiel changes
at Fla^Jiiiiio.

Offj^n.^'-'^ ^'^--jks ; Several off-Kite taiits have been ^ven in the Miaosi

area -. , the fiionth d* llay.

V^- : «' -- \ -- o„... -...,.. p^^^j. v^^.— -.^3^ Bruce C. Bloane
re. ae hio gi. . studies. The
Katuraii8t»3 aecrstary ^irs. Beverly A* Rite ieit on May 26 to Join
her husband wlio is now sta^iofiod at Blue Bid.^ie Betofay. Naturalist
Burce K. Paige r^portea for duiiy on May 30 fraii Death Valley Natiimai
Himuaent. &j vill fill ija Sloane's place at Flaaingo.

Audio Visual Itevices and Prograrua : C3rie of the isoln Bogaii uiiits that
ar;plify the prO{i;ra-:S at the Haedquarters Visitor Center la not vorkia^.
ISiere is soae diificolty iii roplaci?;^ tiie pai-lAcular type of condenser
that was blovn. Th^reforej, -we ai« now on a one-unit basis vi:iich has
continued to operate up -ontil thl3 tiiae.

I-fcLseellaneous ; Considerable tiir^ has been given to the press going
alo«^ vith caroeraineja shcwinti thea various aepecta of 'ttie drought.

Smst T. Oiriaterisen

Robert T.Haugenrdal





" //•June 1, 1965

Memorandum

To: Chief Park NeturaL ist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Ncrrative Report for May, 196^

General
Normally a month of light visitation, there were fewer '/isitors this
month than last, however, weekends were heavy, with large numbers of
local fishermen visiting the area.

The weather continued rather cool for the time of year and very dry.
Mosquitoes were less of a problem than in March.

Tnformgtionnl and directional signs end markers
Nothing to report.

Visitor information and orientation stations .

Approximately k$0 visitors were contpcted at the Information Desk ?t

Fla-^ingo.

Informational publications
Nothing to report.

Status of museum exhibits and collections
Nothing to report.

V/ayside exhibits and interpretive signs
Nothing to report.

Self-guiding trgils rnd tours
Work was begun on replacing signs for the Mangroveland Nature Guide that
were destroyed by vandalis m.

Conducted Trips
Bayshore walks ^^jere conducted on weekends only because of the seasonal
reduction in operations and loss of available inteipretive personnel.

Talks and campfire programs
Evening programs were reduced to three per week temporarily due to an

interijn loss of services during personnel changes at Flamingo.

Off-site talks
Nothing to report.





Interpretive Personnel and training
Park Naturalist Bruce C. Sloane resigned effective ^-Isj 13th, to continue
his graduate studies.

Park Naturalist Bruce B. Paige reported to duty on May 30th from Death
Valley National Monument,

During tViis change in personnel the interpretive program at Flamingo was
conducted on a one-man basis.

Audiovisual devices and programs
Nothing to report.

Miscellaneous interpretive activities
Naturalist Mrazek spent several houss on May 25th revriewing the cacti
of the Flamingi area in the field with Dr. Lyman Benson, ""^rofessor of

Botany, Pomona College, Claremont, Calif. Dr. Benson is preparing a book
on the cacti of the United States.

'^^Qer\t /. Mr^k
Park Naturalist
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N26 P. 0. BOX ?79

HOMESTE/D, FLORIDA 33030

May 7, 1965

Memoranduffl

To: Sapex-intendent

From: Asslfttant SBlttf Naturalist

Subject: Honthly narrative report, Interpretive Division - April , 1965

Geaeral
Visitation rtmained high through the w««k following Easter, and since has
been heavy on weekends at Royal Palci.

Water level at Royal Palm is going do%m in spite of efforts by the maintenance
crew who have worked leanfully to iiueep the mud along the main board walk
wet. Many fish have cioved into the area where the discharge pipe is located.
The main pond in front of the station is very low and dropping rapidly.
Water is below se^ level. The pumping and aerating of water h;>8 been
continuous since April 10.

The Anhingas left the area once the water dropped to s level where they
could no longer dive.

The absence of mosquitoes in Royal Pain and Flamingo area has made it very
pleasant for visitors.

Informational and directional signs and markers
The Whiskey Creek and Alligator Crossing signs have disappeared again aad
are now probably in sywecne' a den.

Vis itor inforTmation and orientation stations .

Approximately 600 visitors were contacted at the information desk «t Flamingo
and 13,028 at the Parachute Key visitor center.

Informational publications
Park Naturalist Zimmer's book, Turtle Lore , a 60 page book illustrfited in

full color was received this month and is now on sale. The Natural History
Association is also handling two other publications new to the sales shelves.
They are Dr. Craighead's Annotated Ctiecklist of the Vascular Plants and
Land, Mangroves and Hurricanes .
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Status of mmeum exhlblf and collectlona
A second supplamant to the collection of marine and estuarlne fishes of
Everglades National Park, comprising 25 specimens was received this month
from the Institute of Marine Science, University of Miami.

This collection was started through the combined efforts of Park Naturalist
Bruce C. Sloane and Marine Biologist Martin Roessler of the Institute of
Marine Science.

Wayside exhibits and interpretive signs
Nothing to report.

Self guiding trails and tours
Several Mangroveland markers along the Bear X^ike Road were riddled with
bullets and others succianbed to a variety of vandalic acts during the loonthf

Conducted trips
Attendance at walks is falling off as we go into a Hump of travel.
However, school groups are picking up in number and probably will continue
to do so until June.

Talks and campfirc programs
Evening programs at Long Pine Key ended with Easter weekend. But they continue
with a one program a night schedule at Flamingo.

0ff»8ite talks
There were three off-site programs this month, one a church group, another
a Kiwanis group, and the other a school group. A total of 321 attended.

Interpretive personnel and training
Mr. Kelly Motherspaugh was furloughed April 30. The reports of his experiences
at the tower have helped us plan for future interpretive coverage there.

Audiovisital devices and programs
At this particular time, the staff is happy to report that all audio units
are working.

Miscellaneous interpretive actirtties
The Flamingo naturalists assisted with several special study groups in the
Flamingo area. Dr. Kai Curry-Lindah1 , Dr. Craighead and Sir Harry Champion,
and Dr. Robertson and National Geographic Society photographer Otis laboden
were a few.

Robert T. Haugen

RTHaugen/bah
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Hsnorflkodua

To: Acting Juperiiitenddiixi, Sver^iLades

Froa: Chief Parfc Hatarallat,

i«tbject: HonUOy Narrative i^eport for Juiaa 19->^

X^nv
- : -tive Facllitiea : i^nrliig the month the Ciiief Hatoralist iset

V. -i Heuiy and Mr. Ptuicoost to dlacaas the scope cf the pro-

pv-^sed. mamuriai to Guy Bradlt^.

Ill iine with the directive on the cloisizis hoars of public uuje ar^as

The Parachute Key Visitor C<3nt«r and the Hoyal Palm Station vere kept

open two jioarsi teyond tha riorajal elosiag ti/ae curid records of their

use docuisented. Generally, it vaa fouiid tiiat late afternoon, at

>?oth stations, was extremely ligi.t and that keeping tiiese stations

open until after dark vas noX, varrented.

One of the lift box exhibits along the 3hark Valley Loop Road waa

dea€!€0<i by vater and has been refurbished.

Intei-pretive dervjces ; While visitation to Everglodes National Park

in June fell below tiiat of %fl. It still Gct an oll-tiiae i-ecord

for the cionth. Tixe lncreaf»e of approxiinateli-' 3r^ is la line with

the ti-avel for th<5 year.

Gemrally tiie veatiier wos favorable for Park use fuid for most of

the raonth insect pests were not a real problem. Ttwsu-ds the end

of whe aonth a moderate infestation waa experienced aeUiing tl-ie use

of vooded trails lesa apx^alia^.

Tne influx of representatives from vsrious coffljaunications laedia

continued to seek informaticsi about drought coaidition'o here. However,

the typo of inforaatlon haa ci^cuased considerably from that of the

previous Month. During Vs^^ it war. zaore or less for iramediete, local

ccmsurapticKi. How it is for ai-ticles in nationail>- circulated

iaa€Si2i^'^ea and for TV docmnentora . In all cases every effort has

been aisde to supply aaterial, B/'w pictures, colored alides and even





); 1)

Th^ vs.ter a ituatj.on in the Park improved after a series of rains in

June. Kie rains vere frr ahorb of Cieeting Uie .leeds of the drou^it-
striciceii area. S-vlderice or this apxjeared lu the forai of a lieavy

liirection of Argiilua VabX overvhei-aeu garfish at the ptKid in front

of tlie Kcjyai Palm Statio»i, These csquatlc partisIte, apparently an

undeacril^ed species, heve .Killed alzaost all i:;;ajrfish in ^he pjacl.

Approximately 2,000 dead fish vere removed fro& the vater. Veiy
few remain. Apparently tiie poresitc io soenevhat specific to garfleli.

Aithougl: -tiiey have been found Gttftci^;ed to otlier flBi? tLey appai-eritly

do n.ot bena tie other species.

Ail scheduled :
-:' ^t«d trips were continued. Bt\ysbore wslica at

Flaatlngo ^n wc . and U'.e bvo daily guided valsa ao Eoyai Paiia

vere also continued. Use of trie Gvenbo Lliabo Trail for g^Jiided valiis

vaa rastricted "because of the laosquito lnfeststica;i. Tiie tnree

anwinlng prograra at Flsiaiago vere contin^ied.

A : ary Hatar?U.lst. Jsjncc A. Denslow., entered on duty during Vi^e

ao -i after gultable trtLlnii^g is now woricUig botii at the Sherk

HiYex S^op Boad exea and at Bay&l PeJLja.

3ni:-^t T. Chriatensen

fi
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Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject : Monthly Narrative Report for June, 1965

General
It was a normal motth of visitor use. A drop-off after the Memorial
Day vjeekend and a gradual increase when schools let out toward the

middle of the month. The weather was hot and humid, however, with
less than normal rainfall. Thus the mosquitoes were less of a

nuisance than usual and there was a concomitant increase in the
number of campers,

Informatioaal and directional signs and markers
Nothing to report.

Visitor information and orientation stations.
Approximately 120 visitors were contacted at the Flamingo information
desk.

Informational publications
Nothing to report.

Status of museum exhibits and collections
A beginning was made on a marine shell collection representative of

the Flamingo and Cape Sable areas with the thought in mind of preparing
an exhibit in the lobby outside the museum.

Wayside exhibits and interpretive signs
Nothing to report.

Self-guiding trails and tours
A model of a new t;/pe of reference marker for the Mangroveland Nature
Guide was prepared this month. Institution of the new marker system
is pending approval from headquarters and availability of funds.

Conducted Trips
Bayshore walks were conducted on weekends only.

Talks and campfire programs
The reduced scheduled of evening programs remained in effect during
June while half of our two-man complement was on leave.

Off-site talks
Nothing to report.
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Interpretive personnel and trgining

Newly arrived Naturalist Bruce Psige was given a two week orientation

and training period during the first part of the month.

District Naturalist Mrazek was on leave the last tvro weeks of June.

Audiovisual devices and programs

Nothing to report.

^''Miscellaneous interpret5.ve activities

Naturalist Paige conducted a group of 38 teachers from the V. of Miami

National Defense Institute for Advanced Study in Geography on a nature

walk along the Mahogany Hammock trail on June 19th, He gave the same

group a special talk in the auditorium that evening.

'^2:^V^^





EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
P. 0. BOX 279

HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33030
N2615

August 1, 1965

Memorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Division of Interpretation Monthly Narrative Report for July, 1965

Cfcneral

Increase or Decrease in Travel

t

Daily visitation has increased.
Parachute Key Visitor Center showed an increase of 27% over last month.

There was a 357c increase in the number of visitors to the Flamingo area

over the corresponding month last year. Attendance at programs in Flamingo
dropped by about 12%. This can be directly attributed to the heavy mosquitoe
infestation. Campers were reluctant to leave their tents and trailers after
dark and even those that braved the mosquitos from the motel and campground
were harassed by them throughout the program as intermittent late comers
brought with them a fresh supply of the pesky little arthropods. Weekend
bayshore walks ended with less than half the he^ inning complement in
attendance for the sane reason.

Visitors; Mr. Lester Pancoast, Architect representing the Audubon
Society, again met with Chief Park Naturalist Chriscensen and Naturalist
Eimmer on July 11. On this occasion they traveled to Flamingo to look over
the proposed site for the Guy Bradley Memorial as planned by the Park
Service.

A group of seven college students from Rigaud College, Bourget, Quebec were
conducted on field trips by Naturalists Hrazek and Paige on July 17 and 18.

The group was under the supervision of Father Genest.

Miscellaneous : Park Guide Maude Harriott returned from a 10 weeks camp-
ing vacation. She and her husband, Bill, visited 15 National Parks and
MonvBoents; traveling 12,000 miles reaching Cape Flattery the northwestern
most point in the continental United States - the point furthest away from
Everglades National Park.

Assistant Chief Naturalist Robert Haugen and his family also embarked on a

camping vacation which encompassed several of the eastern National Forests
and one Park.
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fjtrsonnel ; John 0. Lepperc's appointment as a !vAE Park Ranger (N.%turalist)

has been extended to 7/02/66. Marlon B. Coble, former secretary to the
Adminletrritive Officer, received a transfer md prtmiotion to fill the vacant
Secretary (IMS) position.

Conservation, Interpretation and Uee

Interpret lye r«cl lit lea

;

Work continued on the collection, Identification

,

ai^ Mbeling of representative aiHrlne shells of the Flamingo and Cape Sable
areas

.

Flamingo naturalists explored the beginning of the canoe trail to Pearl Bay
to Inspect its condition and weigh the possibilities of improving it for
public use. At present it is in need of clearing and remarking its course.

Approximately 40 aev slides were added this aonth of the Park's slide
collect i-on.

Since the tape and repeater uned to tell the Pa^hay-okee story are inoperative,
they were returned to the Audiovisual Section, UASO. One tape ased in

the program at Parachute Key Visitor Center was also returned. Sunoier

hxatidity has caused more difficulty in the operation of the audiovisual
prograa at Parachute Key Visitor Center and in addition the transformer
baa gone on the projector used to show the wide screen movie.

Interpretive Services; With the return of District Naturalist Mrasek
from vacation, evening programs have been scheduled each evening except Sunday.

These programs continue to be a favorite with the visitor.

With the onset of the rainy season, mosqultos hove become quite a problem.
Because of this, the coihlucted walks at Royal Palm have centered around the
AnhlQga Trail where there is still a moderately good show' and where the
water problem is still in evidence and can be discussed with the visitor.
No walks were conducted on the Cimbo Limbo Trail as, even after fogging, the
trail v^a alive with raosquitos.

The new closing hours at Parachute Key Visitor Center (8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday; 8:00 a.m. • 7:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday) have been
In effect throughout the month. A tally of persons who entered the visitor
center during this time has been kept with the resultant totals:

248

140 (4 of these stopped to feed the baby; 3 to report
a car in difficulty)

43
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Research and Observattong: There were several indications of an

early bird migration ,^t Flaotngo. Observations included: Redstarts,

Ye41ov-throated Warblers » Barn Swallows, Spotted Saodpipere and Kingfishers.

Reports received from Shark Valley Loop Road indicate that the Deer herd

has increased dae to low water years and increase in food supply because

of vegetational changes sad few predators. The lubber grasshoppers are

appear to be increasing due to the drying cut o£ the Glades allowing swre

eggs to survive. Tnis drought, though, has caused a tree die back along

the Shsrk Valley Loop Eoac. But, happily otter have frenuently been

observed in this area.

Ijesource Plapoii^

Cooperating Non-Govrpatent Agencies; Naturalist Ziasaer and Park Biologist

Robertson ccrapiled iofonaafcion and photographs pertaining to the Park which

had been requested by Richard Carrington an author who is undertaking a

voliaae about parks of the vorJtd.

The stock of Everglades Ratural History sales books has been moved fro©

the stockroora of the University of Miami Press to the Naturalist's workshop.

The move was necessitated by the poor storage conditions which were causing

deterioration of the books.

10 Class A Collecting Pertaits were issued during the month.

Ertkst T. Christensen

MBGoble imbg
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August 1, 1965

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturplistj Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for July, 1965

Qpneral
There was a 3^% increase in the number of visitors into the Flamingo

area over the corresponding month last year. However, attendance at

programs dropped by about 12%, This can be directly attributed tc

the\eavy mosquito^ infestation this month. Campers were reluctant to

leave their tents and trailers after dark and even those that braved

the mosQuitoes from the motel and caii^pground were harassed by them

throughout the program, as intermittent late comers brought with them

a fresh supply of the pesky little arthropods. Weekend bayshore walks

ended with less than half the beginning complement in attendance, for

the sa me reason.

Informational and directional signs and markers

Nothing to report.

Visitor information and orientation stations

Approx imately 310 visitors were conatcted at the Flamingo information

desk.

Status of muse^jm exhibits and collections

Work continued on the collection, identification and labeling of

representative marine shells of the Flamingo and Cape Sable areas.

Wayside exhibits and interpretive signs

Nothing to report

Self-guiding trails and tours

flamingo naturr.lists explored the beginning of the canoe trail "to
^ _ ^

Pearl Bay this month to inspect its condition and weigh the possi-bilities

of i'nproving it for public use. At present it is in need of clearing

and remarking its course.

Conducted Trips
Fnjoyment and Participation in the weekend bay.-^hore walks was reduced

to a grert extent by the presence in great swsrms^^of Aedes taeniorhynchus .
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Talks and campfire progrf.ms

An increased scheduled of evening programs went into effect this month.
ProgrriTiS are noxir presented every night except S^r.day.

Off -site Talks
Nothing to report

Interpretive personnel and training
N thing to reoort

Audiovisual devices and propr^ns
Nothing to report

Miscellaneous interpretive activities
A group of seven cclleje students from Rigaud College, Ilourget, Quebec
were conducted on field trips by Firazek and Paige on July 17th and l8th.
The group was under the supervision of Father Genest.

There were several indications of an early bird migration. Ob^'ervatiohs
included: Redstarts, YellowOthroated Warblers, Barn Swallows, Spotted
Sarfpipers and Kingfishers.

^ Vincep:^-^ Mn^?ek 6/
Pc-rk (TTpturalist
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To: Sir)erl2tt«a!e»t

lYcnj /Cyi9f Talk Ifiituiulist

tj rivisioa of Int^irprststion VMtiily ISsrzatlvo report for
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vith ^# rfr^t^at! aix.' rrltalsr sftr-' rs and ejiiEnRla.
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RgreoBPtlt SeMnml ftngir letaralitft Gctnmel W* '"iasitilen we furlout'lxjd

«adine^ 5th eeescn with the T^aik Ĵid \m are locdcLnr foryard to hie
return for tbe ixstsr senraw

Seeecoel rexi^Br IbturKllst JiMBf A» Beoeloir was coasverted to SeMonel
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Tmlaii^ct All nvftilAblt MWiban of ths Xtot«mrttatlc« vtAtf nexv cmllatf
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tpTimi^ irnj'?- rTATK^ rw
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viMix eiqpdpaaixt* nic ijoait at "^iNfl^yWlose i« »tL:I not ; . Ttm
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•lli5« progran on om «aalt* Tbe id£» scxMn saqfvie prqjoctear la idowi anA
ropalr eoit B»to0 its i^^mir qiM«tldBift3«»

riaiB^aeira of tlw staff ara tsaOdJie l a'itiu'ww oa tha O^f Banai^lfl^ HKaerljil
Tmil lOMtm iMLi& «ra Wlag wmSm iM eoapaxwilon idth tha AutfttaEi Sode^*

Adiiitl^isal vaoii 10a oarriod out on Urn SKHaa abell attrljr coll<K$tloii

thla nonlih •

A naviflW iflM aedte of eevaiml aug^iastloiB for aav sigm for tbe ^iKo^irowalBad

filit«r» CNIAn

ffl:terprt?tiiwa SarylcL?at

TIis witabtti of vialtor Who took a^faabal «f ths latar cloaJUig hours at
'^'tesdaits ICesr Visitor C«nrtsr 6eerm&o& o^ar last irijooth* Ths ta!UsQr of
psivoes vlio setsred tha visitor esntsr is ss folXows

5i30 - 6:00t 139
6tX -68301 ^
6i30 • 7j00i o

F^^WspjBiljbi surf ClswLi| fatisBst Hastiiar f^ Assist vss "VKy ^^ff and osb*

MMii aasdsd sstsr has not arrajwaU ^Istsr IbysX at lo^nl Tiala acd 'DmOor
61o«#i hss asi hse» bl^ tcM^ to dwy oat ths wisds In ths omal
^^* ^p^^fc ^wa^fcfcs^aw ^si^p " fl^s^^^v w*#^Ki^p^^a^^^a ss^v<^^bs w^^^^bW"SISw SRSNiHsai^
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dlaooisfsrt to at^ff anc' Tlsit«rs«
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duririg ths nionth*
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Sept. 1, 1965

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for Aupust, 1965

The weather during August was unseasonably dry, but not dry enough to

discourage the mosqidtoes and they v,ere here in sw?-irms throughout the
month. Several timely rain squalls on the last day of the month served
to temiinrarily alleviate drought conditions around Flamingo, however we
are still aboi.t 1? inches below normal for the year.

Visitor use of the area and attendance at interpretive programs was
normal for the time of year.

Informational ana directional signs and markers
Nothing to report

Visitor information and orientation stations
Approximately 560 visitors were contacted at the Flamingo information desk;

Status of museum exhibits and collections
Additional work was carried out on the marine shell study collection this
month.

Wayside exhibits and interpretive signs
Nothing to report

Self-guiding trails and tours
A review was made of several suggestions for new signs for the Kangroveiand
Nature Guide.

An on-site survey was made for the proposed Coastal Prairie Trail near the
new campground at Flamingo with the Chief and Asst. Chief Naturalists.

Conducted trips
Bayshrre nature walks were conducted on a vreekend basis during the month.

Talks and campf ire programs
Evening Dro^rams were well attended during August, an increase of 30% over
last month.

Off-site talks
Nothing torepcrt

Interpretive Personnel and training
Two seasonal naturalists from the Royal Palm area were conducted on

orientation trips by boat and car in the Mangrove District during August,
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Audiovisual dpvices and programs

Nothing to report

fdscellaneous interpretive activities
. t^ ... -,

Mrazek spent two days in the field with Trs. Craighead and Kritzler

studying inarine plants and animals. Dr. Kritzler is a noted marine

biologist and instructor at Bard College, New York and Florida State

University during the summer,

Mrazek and Paige spent August 22 on orientation and photography in

the Shark Valley Loop road and Everglades City areas. The day was

topped off like icing on the cake with the bird roost trip into

Ghokoloskee Bay which produced splendor galor in the form of seem-

ingly endless string like flights of white ibis and a spectacularly

colorful sunset.

Paige met with Drs. B.Q. Ward, research microbiologist and E. Spenser

Garrett, microbiologist, both from the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries,

Pascagoula, Miss, on August U. They spent the day around Flamingo

taking mud and lish samples as a part of their research on botulism

along the Florida coasts. They asked our cooperation in the collection

of mud samples from various inarine areas of the park.

Vincent/iT. MrazA
Park Naturalist

?J-
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IVIftSLADSS NATIONAL PARK
and

FORI JEFFERSON NATIONAL MOMOIENT
N2615 P. 0. BOX 279

HCMESTEAD, FLORSA 33030

October 4, 1965

MSBorandun

Tot Su|»ttrintend«at

Fran: Chief Park Nsturalist

Subject: Olvialon o£ Interpretatioa Monthly Narrative Report
for September, 1965

fflnijBAiSBSSSSSSSS

l^ncreaae or Decrease In Travel ; The nunber of vialtors using
interpretive facilities at Flamingo and Royal Pala dropped narkedly
during the sonAh. It is interesti^t to note that the Sunday
felloiiing the hurricane 1,117 pec^le WNre coiinted entering the Park
threugh the Entrance Station. Since the X>ade County parks,
the Miami beach areas, and the Florida Keys were closed to the
public, apparently a goodly nusdber of Sunday travelers (and

perhaps in this case curiosity seekers) and boaters chose to visit
the Park.

AWINISTBATIOH

Personnel ; Park Naturalist Richard Cunninghen left on Septenber
20 to attend the Horace M. Albright Training Center fall session.

Park Naturalist Gale Zlnner, vhile on annual leave, visited Great
Skaokies, Blue Ridge, Shenendoah, and several Monueents.

Park Naturalist Vincent Mrasek is currently on annual leave and is

tising the time to visit relatives in Kentucky.

CONSERyATIOM. INTERPRETATION > AND U«i

Interpretive Facilities: Hurricane Betsy has left her scars
on Everglades National Park. Damage to man made developments will soon
be cleaned up» repaired, or rebuilt, but her dmaage to the natural
features of the area will take years to replace, if they ever do come
back. The fact that the iurricane itself was a natural feature has
helped the interpretive staff very little. Betsy has left the
interpretive staff with the problsra of how to interpret what we have
left - the story of hurricanes can only be told so often.
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At this vritlng, th« HMidiquart«r« (Vttrachutft K^y) Visitor C«nt«r is
out of op«ratioa and will b« so uatil it is rcdena irtiich may b«
any mcmtha frea now. Tharafera, tha Intranea Station la balng usad
aa tha initial visitor contact point. Bacausa of tha traffic
fr^l«B, littla can ba dona hara* Tha bast that tha ataff can do
is to hand out breehuras; giva a quick, but plaasant, graating;
and suggest thay visit Soyal Fain vhara furthar infonaation is

available.

loyal Falsi araa suffered greatly. The Guoibo Limbo Trail vaa not
reof«ied until the last weak of this sonth and is still in rather
bad shape. Sia top of the hasBoek iiaa rasioved alloving sunli^t to
flood aost of the area. Anhioga Trail was not4

Of the reat of the trails along tha sain Park road, only Pinaland
and Muigrove Trails am efoa. iishogany and fa*laymkae vill stay
eloacd until money is made available for reconstruction.

The trails at Bear Lake and the road to foake Bight aredso closed due
to es^^iaive damage. .8 miles of downed trees and ahrubs were cleared
ffvsm the Snake Bight road by naturalist personnel.
i

Arehiteet Leater Faneoaat submitted a drawing reflaetin^ his cmoeept
of the Guy Bradley Trail. This drawing wms forwarded to SIIO for

Interpretive Services; On several ni|^ta, due to the light
visitation, tha scheduled program at Flsminge was cancelled. At
•ofal Vela, there were ao few viaitors that tha majority of the talka
and walks had 'no takera".

Evening programs at Flmaingo were reduced to Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday to permit the District Maturaliat to take leave.

Sightseeing boat trips to lihitawater Bay and the sunset cruise are
operating oo schedule. The Cape Sable trip has been cancelled until
about NovcnbMT 1, as tha dock at Bast Cape was destroyed in thm hurricane.

All talks to be pres«Bted this winter season at Flamingo have been
brought up to date. New talka will be offered on birds. Park water
problem, and Florida Bay. The present talks are being taped for use
aa a second evening program this wijotar.

lasearch and Observational There was apparently very little bird
mortality due to the hurricane i however, fish kill waa high.

The fall migration is well under way. Large flocks of warblers have
been obaerved in Soyal PaLs «mI Flamingo areas. Fireos and Gnatcatchers
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3^/
arc foraging In tha aangrovas. Lai^ Sparrovs, Pigaon Hairica, and
ahorabirds of all kinda hava baan coning through in numbara,

Aftar Batay, one naw spaciea of bird naw to tha Park vaa noted and
aeveral species were displaced.

The water at Royal Palm is dropping on an average of .1
' a day.

Wildlife and Fish Cultural Activities; Dr. Archie Carr of the
Carribean Conservation Corporation arranged for 1800 Green Turtles
to be flown here again this year. They arrived the night of September
27 and were promptly taken to Flamingo; tranaferred to a waiting
boat for release in the surrounding waters. 800 %rare sent over the
side at Bradley Key and 600 at Cape Sable. Hie next eiorning 400 were
flown to Fort Jefferson and released In the Dry Tortugas.

On September 29 » Assistant Oiief Naturalist Robert Haugen and District
Rjuger Stokes accepted a donation of three 9 month old female panthers,
one 2% year old male Black Bear, and one 10 foot male crocodile
from Bill and Lester Piper of Bonita Springs. The anlaala, who were
in excellent condition, were released inside the Park. These animals
represent a very valuable gift to the National Park Service.

OOOPBRATING ASSOCIATIOMS

Cloaing of the Viaitor Center has effected the Everglades Ibitural

History Association. There was a drop in sales for this month •

at a tJae when we can ill afford it.

Bmst T. Christenscn

NB6oble:mbg
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Nl REPLY REFER TO:

-I ^

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Everplaries r'ational Park
October 1, iy65

eiDorandum:

To: Chief ^ark Naturalist, Everglades

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for September, 1965

General

VJeather Conditions ; Hurricaine Betsy brought about 5 inches of rain to

the Flamingo area, raising water levels to near normal. By the end of

the month, however, water levels had dropped again as there was little

other precipitation during what is normally one of the wettest months.

Flamingo Weather Data

Maxijnum Temperature 92
MinimiOTi Temperature 72

Precipitation 8.07

Precipitation To Date 26.90

Increase or Decrease in Travel ; Travel decreased markedly from August at

Flaminpo, /.ttendance at the evening programs was less than a fouMih of

that recorded in September, 196U, The decrease can be attributed to; l)

the closure of Flamingo to visitation for a week following '^Turricaine

Betsy: 2) lack of overnight accomedations due to damaged facilities; 3)

high winds prevailing over Florida Bay through most of the month reducing
use by boaters, and; U) mosquitoes.

Visitors ; Mr. Gibson Johnston, US Public Health Service
Dr. George Sudia, US Publid Health Service
J. D. Pennekamt), Associate Editor, Miami Herald
Mr. Lewellyn, Soil Study, University of Florida
Mr. Horace Sutton, Saturday Review
Dro Dun^rin C, Tabb, Marine Laboratory, University of Miami

Administration

Personnel ; Flamingo personnel were evacuated for Hurricaine Betsy on

the 7th and returned to duty on the 9th.

District Naturalist Mrazek and Park Naturalist? Paige attended an employment
follow-up interview with Personnel Officer Tayler on the 17th.
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District Naturalist Mrazek was on annual leave from the 2i|tb through
the end of the month.

Conservation, Interpretation and Use

Interpretive Facilitie^^ ' The self-guiding auto trail and the Mangrove
trail at West, Lake suffered minor hurricaine damage. The Mahogany
Hammock and Bear Lake trails and the road to Snake Bight are closed
due to extensive damage. .8 miles of downed trees and shrubs vrere

cleared from, the Snake Bight road by naturalist personnel.

Interpretive Services ; Evening Programs were reduced to Wednesday,
p'riday and Saturday at 8:30 to permit personnel to take leave. On

several scheduled nights programs were cancelled, a reflection of

light visitation during the month.

Sight-seeing boat trips to Xfhitewater Bay and the sunset cruise are

operating on schedule. The Cape Sable trip has been cancelled until
about November 1. The dock at the East Cape was destroyed in the
Hurricaine,

•

All talks have been brought up to date. New talks will be offered
this winter on birds, park water problems and Florida Bay. The
present talks are being taped for use as a second evening program
this winter.

Research and Observations : A report was submitted to Park Biologist
Robertson concerning the damage to wildlife populations at Flamingo
due to Betsy, No damage was noted in the East River Rookery.

The fall migration is well under way, with large flocks of warblers,
vireos and gnatcatchers foraging in the mangroves. Lark Sparrows,
Pigeon Hawks and shorebirds of all kinds have been coming through
in numbers.

Wildlife and Fish Cultural Activities ; Park Ranger Holden and Park
Naturalists Zim^ier and Paige released 2,000 Green Turtlesyoung received
from Costa Rics, on the 27th and 28th, 1,U00 were released near Guy
Bradley Key, the rest on East Cape Sable.

(ft r& tTVi tc> SeXXy Bruce B. Paige
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IVIRCUD16 NATIONAL PARK
and

FORI JSfFCRSOH NAIZOMAL MONUMSMT
N2613 P. 0. BOX 279

UOBSTBAD, FLORIDA 33030

Novambtr 9, 1965

NHiorandum

To: Supttrint«nd«ac

from: Chl«£ Park Naturalist

Subject: Division of Interpretation Honthly Narrative Report
for October^ / 90-^^

CINEBAL

Visitors : Mr. Gosta Vogel*Rodin, Managing Director, Tourist Traffic
Association of the Provlence Vastergotland, Tallhattan, Sweden visited
with the Chief Park. Naturalist and was given eaaistance with visual
materials furnished.

District Ranger Mraaek aecoiapaaied Mr. Hugh Cortney Lane, Asst. Editor,
The Svening Post, Ifellington, New Zewland, on a field trip October 23.

ACMINISTRATION

General ; Chief Park Naturalist Christensen and staff worked on the
preparation of the Everglades Natural Sciences Research Plan as well
as the Shark Valley Loop Road Area Interpretive Prospectus. Work
was also started by Assistant Chief Naturalist Haugen on the Interpretive
Prospectus for Fort Jefferson National Monunent.

Personnel: Naturalist Bruce Paige wae asaigned the Culvert Study
Research Program since Ranger Uolden's reassignment to the Tsmiami area.

CONSERVATION. INTMgllTATION. AND UH

Iiiterpretlve Facilities ; Much as been done this month to renovate
interpretive devices damaged or antiquated by Hurricane Betsy: The
Llguus exhibit was refreshed and replaced at Royal Palm; work was
begun on rewriting trail labels which were antiquated; 'lift" exhibits
were removed from Anhinga and Mangrove Trails and along the Shark
Valley Loop Road for refurbishing; and, panel exhibits in need of redoing
were removed from the museum at Flamingo, West Lake exhibit room, and
Pa-hay-okee and sent to the Museum Laboratory, WASO.
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Work was started on new signs for tha Mangrovaland Self-guiding auto
tour. The design will be similar to that used along the Shark Valley
Loop load. The two interpreters assigned to Flamingo have undertaken
the task of routing, painting, and constructing 22 two«sided interpretive
signs along 5 miles of the main fark road from the bridge to the Snake
Bight toad.

A fresh set of slides was placed in the rookery exhibit in the mviseum

at Flanlngo and preventive sialntenance wka performed at that time.

Interpretive Servieea; Much rain, many mosqultos and few visitors was
the story for Octol^r. The decrease in visitor use was reflected in tlui

g«nierally poor attendance at programs during the month.

Vith the closing of the visitor center, first because of desiage by the
hvirricane, and now for remodeling, initial contact with the visitor
is at the entrance station. As indicated in last month's report, it is

virtually Impossible to properly discuss the various aspects of "what to
do and see'' while in the Park and still keep traffic moving at a reasonable
pace. To overcome this, Park Cbiide Maude Harrip^tt has compiled and is

now preparing mimeographed sheets to give the visitor which will indicate
"what to sec where ' and will Incorporate the winter schedule of
naturalist prograns.

(hie copy of "Highlights of the Everglades ' la missing. Inquiries have been
s«at out, but to no avail. Any Infon&atlon about thia missing film will
be appreciated.

i|»aearch and Observations : A concerted effort is being made to record
field observations. Fons for this have bMin given out in great nxmber;
consequently, many ol^ervation reports have been received from field
personnel this aumth • most significant enough to 4>e further recorded and
placed in the permanent observation record file.

The windows at Park Headquarters have proved to be an eoreellent collecting
and observation spot. At the present tlsM, carefully b«lng watched and
photographed by Park Naturalist Ziaaer, are varieties of spiders end spider

^g sacs. One sac was dissected under the microscope and yielded scads
of minute and lively young who ismiediately spun slid and lowered themselves
from the scope to the table.

The lowest water level at Taylor Slou^ for the month was recorded on
October 1 - 2.70"; the highest on October 23 • 4.14".

On October 17, a mediuDsosised alligator was found ^Mndering in the loyal
Palm parking lot. The front 3 Inches of its Ivwer jaw was hanging by a
flap of skin. This was apparently caused by an argument with a fellow
reptile. He was moved from the area.
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Th« power line along the Anlrtinga Trail may be reducing the bird life.

Two dead Florida Oalllnules were fouiul dead below the wirea. A coot
with a broken leg was found beneath the boardwalk spur.

A Cape May Warbler, earliest fall record, was seen at Plamingo Marina
on October 16.

On October 26, 06ots were observed at Snake Bight • 3,600 strong!

A panther seemingly about nine months old was seen at West Lake.

It is possible that this animal was one of those released last month.

Curatorial Activities : Herpetological and icthyological specimens
received during the past year were cataloged.

Seasonal Naturalist John Ogden, who is assisting the Fark Biologist, has

prepared seven bird specimens for the study collection.

Approximately 70 new slides were added to the Park's slide collection.

Many insects heretofore not found in the study collection were collected
{mainly from around the Headquarters area), pinned and added to the
collection*

COOPgBATiyC ASSOCIATIOItt

The annual Board of Directors of the Everglades Natural History Asssoclatioa
was held the night of October 21.

Imst T. Christensen
Chief Fark Haturalist

MBGoblermbg
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November 1, 196^

^lemorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for October, 1965

Tieneral

Much rain, many mosquitoes and few visitors was the story for October,

1965. There was a 20;i5 'lecrease in visit.?tion to the Flamingo area

under that for October of last year. The decrease in visitor use vxas

reflected in the generally poor attendance at evening programs during
tlie month.

Informational and directional signs and msrkern
Nothi'ig to report

Visitor infor.r.g t ion and orientation stations
Approximately 155 visitors were 'conta'ctVd'aE* the ^lamingo information
desk which was manned only part time, usually on weekends.

Status of museum exhibits arid colle^ti^ons

The two hurricane exhibits in Tne Flamingo museum and one from the West
Lake exhibit room xvere removed and sent to the Museum Lab for updating
since the visit by "Betsy" in September.

"iay^ide exhibits and interpretive sign s
Nothing to report

Self-guiding trails aor' tour?
Work was started on neiir signs for the Mangroveland Self-guiding Auto tour.
The design will be sLiilar to th^t used along the Shark Valley Loop read.
The two interpreters presently assigned here are undertaking the task of
routing, painting and construction of 22 two-sided interpretive signs
along 5 miles of the main park road from the bridge to the Snake Bight road.

Conducted Trips
Bayshore walks were conducted on weekends and were poorly attended because
of inclement weather .-nd insect nuisance.

Talks and carnpfire programs
Programs w^re presented three nights a week and were poorly attended.

Interpretive personnel and training
Naturalist ^Irazek was on -nnual leave the first two weeks of the month.

Mraz-^k took -laturalist Ames and wife on an orientation trip to the East
River Rookery.

Audiovisual devices a nd program s

A fresh set of sliJes was placed in the rookery exhibit and preventive
maintenance was performed at the same time.
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Miscellaneous int^^riDi-'ebi/e acbi/ibif=»3

Naturalist Paige was assigned the Culvert Study Research Program (i.e.,
recording water depth, fish and wildlife concentrations ebc.) since
Ranger Holden's reassignment to the TamiaiHi area,

Mrazek accompanied Mr. Hugh Courtney Lane, Asst, Editor, The Evening Post,
Wellington, New Zealand on a field trip Oct. 23rd.

Some bird migration observations of note:

Cape I'lay Warbler, earliest fall record - seen at Fla;riingo '-tcirina on Oct. 16.

Cliff Swallow - on Oct. l5 near Visitor Center.

Veery - Oct, 17 at West Lake.

Swainson's Thrush - at 9 mi Pond on Oct. 22,

Chesnut-sided Warbler along Suttonwood Canal road on Oct. 23rd.

Coots - 5,600 strong at Snske Bight on Oct, 26.

/
<^^9J^^-H^

Vincent /C/Rrare^ /y
Park Nstii«falist
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FOIT JETFBItSOli lUTIOliAL MQMMUIT
I261S P. 0. BOX 279

QMBRIAO, PLOSirA 33030

DMMBb*r 3, 1963

HMMranduM

To: 3up«rintetM!ciit

fxomi Chl«f Park natural la

t

Subjact: Dlvialon of lotarpratatlon Monthly Harratlva Xaport for
Sova»bar, 1965

Vlaitora ; Mr. John Carey Iron Burllngtoa, Ontario , conaultad vith
th« iatarprativa ataff regardlag an aducatlofuil fiUi be haa baaa
coBplllag during vialta to tfaa Park ovar the pest aeveral yeara.
The greater portion of thia fila waa reviewed by the ataff and vaa
found to be excellent. In order to fill in several background sounds
he waa not able to record - i.e. alligator and liapkin - he borrowed
aeveral aound tracka from the Park library.

Naturalist Hras^ aecoapanied Dr. John B. Bttvis, Profeaaor of Botany,
University of Florida and eight graduate atodenta to Kahogany Tts—nrk
and Maagrove Tralle on Hoveaber 20. Dr. Diavia will be a noMber of
the Beaeareh Tean who will visit early in December.

AIMlMISTgATIOB

General ; draft of the Xverglades natural Sciencea Research Plan
and the final draft of the Interpretive Prospectus for tl%e flhark

Valley Loop load area were eoapleted and aubnltted. The first draft
ef the Interpretive Prospectus for Port Jefierson will be ready for
aufamiaaion to Southeaat Begional Office early in Deeeaiber; however,
it will be held at Bvergladea wit 11 Mr. Manucy arrives end cen
review it.

COHSBgyATION. IWltPCTTATIOM. AHP USl

Interpretive Facilitiea ; The lift boxea on all operating trails have
been replaced after the 'face lifting" wede necessary by Hurricane
•etay.

The interpretive staff at Flaaingo have been spending oMMt of their
apare ti»e in the conpletion of 22 interpretive signs for the self-
guiding auto tour along 5 wilea of the stain Park road near Flasiingo.
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It 1ft pl«an«d t« iMAt tb* signs froa aaglttd pip* st the brush sl4« of
ths ro«d bttxn to prevent interference with ro«dsl4e aoving operations.

Interpretii» akMnriees i The vlAter sehedule of neterelist conducted
fragrens \jm been eeaplled «ad printed. The progren ^ich in

pcenrious yeers wui offered on Vednesdej evening in the He«dqu«rters
Visitor Center trill be given as « oenpfire progresi et long Fine Key
Caa^^gouxid until the renodeliii^ of the Visitor Center is eonpleted.
iecatiee ef the Mcoellent respew lest yeer to a eaee<^-«eek guided
tour along the Pineland Trail, this has been incorporated into the
%rinter schedule and will be led by Saturalist Gale lianer.

The evening prograns at Plsniogo were increased to six nights a week
aad were well attended at the end of the nouth. During the l^mx^-

day Thanksgiving wasIt—d the 'evditeriim was crowded to the last
square foot of space and aany visitors were unable to get in at all.

The Baystore vsika on weekends were also well attended and well
received this aonth.

The visitatlcm at Beyal Pain as well as the nui^er of visitors who
afforded tbenenlves ef the serviees avail^i^le there showed a oarKed
increase.

Several Anerlcan Utterus and Purple Gallinnlee at Soyal Fain have
enhanced the services of that area. They spend nost of their tine
in spots stinre they can be easily seen end seen to delight in posii^
for those two legged nMWils with cMseras in hand.

lesearch and Observations t Mot too Mnqr alligators were to be
seen at loyal Pmla this nonth.

*,

laagera Stekee and Vinte reported evidence of a 4eer kill by a
panther i& the Tanissii Sttb-Mstrict.

pair of Bald Eagles at Coot Bay began rebuilding their neat iHiich

has been destroyed by lurrlcane Betsp i^ent lfe>vei[A>er 15.

Nhlcc Pelicans sgain adorned the nud flats in front of the Flsningo
Visitor Center, naking their first eppeeranee early this nonth. Th^

tred well over 500 by the nonth *s end.

Speenbills bngaa neking their seasonal appearances at the
various roadside ponds this nonth. These birds have also been observed
neetlog at the Tern Keys. The horricaae fairly well denuded the trees
of these islaada and the loseate ipeenbllls' nest^eea be easily viewed
fron a beat standing off shore.



(f*-

.its T'lu*. fces-^f-^c nt :?I

:-T.:. • -f '.'X ,.iu

:i "s >..>* -•;;^ j>">-,/.v t^THit..



AvocttC* ajmI shors bird*.

lkftorl*l i^tlMt^—

;

v«ry v«lu«bl« collection of Ligutis «iul otb«r
l«atf saall shsllt was donated to the Park by Mr. Richmrd Oackcrt of Miaul.
This 1« an anonaeua collactioo coaprlaad of aa aatiauitad 8,000 «paeln«a«.
Curatorial vork haa ba«i dalaycd on this collactlon until Mr« Dackart

;«itd Mr. 2al|»h Bunaa ara able to viait tba Park to «(plalu cartain aspacta
of this eollactlon to ua. In tha naaatlna lagional taaarve Fuada hava
btan raquaatad to purchase proper aquipaant la which to store these
ahella.

ApipffOBiaatelj 25 •u>re insects vara adfdad to tha study collactioa this
paat mmth.

Cooparatina MeaHtowjeiMiant Aaenclest Three collecting pand.ts vere
issued this

ritaadaot Joseph and Chief Mataralist Christanseo ware mswbers of
a panel which dlscuasad the water situation as part of Fort Myers'
CoaaervatioB hleek. Mr. Sail, Csutral aiid Southern Florida Flood Control
Mstrict was also a •ee^r of this paaal. This dtacusslon panel was
very well reoaivad and aavaral raqueata for spaaii^ra vera received
from other organisation in this area aa a result.

lack day mere And aiore requests for a speaker ara received fron schools,
elu^, and other organisations. Chief Park laturalist Qiristansan and
Aaalataat Chief Park Naturalist Hsngen contacted tha batter part of a
thoaaaad people in the Mi«a3i«»Huaestead area this sMNith alese as a
reaalt of these re<iuasts.

Assistant Qhlaf Maturaliat Hsugaa aaaavtad the lai^ar Aides to the tom
of Iverglsdes wtiere Sasaqr Baniltoa, Concass loner, took thea oft, a boat
trip in the ares.

COOPKitATmS ASSOCIATPMB

Hm Matlenal Park Service auditors txave ^been auditing tha Ivargladaa
atural History Asaociatioa's records and will Meat with officials hare
during Oececober to discuaa their findings.

Iraat T. Qiristensea

MBGoble:Bbg
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Dec. 1, 196^

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flami ngo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for November, 1965

General
The -weather cooled, rain and mosquitoes dropped off, and the number of
visitors increased substantially during ''oovember. Attendance at evening
programs to-ward the end of the month was near capacity, corpared to an
average of 2$% or less during Gept and Oct.

Informational and directional signs and markers
Nothing to report

Visitor information and orientation stations
Approximately i460 visitors vjere contacted at the Flamingo information desk,
manned only part time during the month.

Status of museum exhibits and collections
The hurricane exhibits from the Flamingo museijm and the West Lake exhibit
room -were still undergoing changes at Museumi Lab in Washington,

Wayside exhibits and interpretive signs
Nothing to report

Self-guiding trails and tours
Most spare time -was spent in the (lonpletion of 22 interpretive signs
for the self-guiding auto tour along 5 miles of the main park road near
FlaiTiingo. It is planned to hang the signs from angled pipe at the brush
side of the road berm to prevent interference -with roadside moTning operations.

Conducted Trips
Bayshore walks on weekends were well attended and well received during the
month.

Talks and campfire programs
Evening programs were increased to six nights a week and were well attended

^^at the end of the month. During the 3 day Thanksgiving holiday the
auditorium 'was crowded to the last sq, foot of space and many visitors
were unable to get in at all.

Interpretive personnel and training
Both Flamingo naturalists attended the in-serxice training program at
Hdqs on Nov. 17th»
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Audiovisual devices and programs
Nothing to report

ivi^iscellaneous Interpretive Activities
Naturalist Paige devoted day a -week to the Culvert Study research
project.

Naturalist Mrazek acconpanied Dr. John H, Davis, Prof of Botany,
/ U. of Florida and eight graduate students to li/Iahogany Haimnock and

Mangrove trails on Nov. 20th.

Notable bird observations:

The pair of bald eagles at Coot Bay began rebuilding their nest (destroyed
by "Betsy") about Nov. 15th.

Ihite pelicans again adorned the mud flats in front of the Visitor Center,
making their first appearance early this month. They numbered -well over
500 by the month's end.

Roseate Spoonbills began ±b making their seasonal appearances at the
various roadside ponds this month.

Snake Bight was the scene of many migrants - ducks, coots, ¥fhite Pelicans,
Avocets and shore birds.

Vincent
Park Natl

j/azek/ A /
List ^ \y
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UNITED STATES^
DEPARTMENT OF THE INFERIOR -Jc^

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SVUCIAISS NATIOIUL FUK
KvA

REFER Td-
FOET JKFFEKSON MATIOIUL MONIlfEMT

N2615 P. 0. BOX 279
H0ME5TEM), 7L0RIEA 33030

January 5, 1966

NcaoranduB u

To : SuparIntendant

Fron: Chief Park Naturalist

Subject: Division of Interpretation Monthly Narrative Keport for
Deccnber, 1965

CKNERAL

Viaitora; Dr. Clyde L. Porter, Jr., University of Miaod., spent an
afternoon researching the herbariun and library. Before leaving he
stated that our Park library contained a weaikh of iBformation on
South Florida while the University's library did not and thua our library
was much superior to the University's.

Mr. Ralph Huaies donated a day of his tine to work on the Oeckert collection.
The main purpose, at this time, was to separate the foreign shells from
those inhabiting the everglades. The foreign she^J-S will not be included
in the collection donated to the Park instead they will be offered to
various museiaas.

Mrs. Lura Dickson, authoress of Yellowstone Wonderland for loys and Qirls . and
who is currently working on another children's book pertaining to wildlife
incidents in National Parks, arrived at Park headquarters to begin research
of the library and observation file to secure material for a section
on Everglades National Park.

Mr. Alfred Bester, representative of Holiday raagaxine and who is currently
doing an article on the water situation, was escorted to various places in
the Park by Assistant Chief Naturalist Haugen. Tb aid his research further,
he was also given the existing printed information and a bibliography
pertaining to the water problem and the background of the Park.

Mr. George Page, NBC News, reporter for the Huntley Brinkley program, was
in the area preparing a doctsaentary on the water situation. Haturalists
Gale ZljBBer and Vlnce Mrazek eaeorted him to various places where he could
best see the water story.

laturalist Bruce Paige spent several days in the field birding with
Senator and Mrs. Holland and on December 12 accompcaivd by District Natnrelist
Viaee Mraaek the group cruised to Lake Ingraham.





sdiBiB;

The Sci«ae« Study Group fron Raw York haad^d Vy Mrs. Ilorls Tlaqp«iio riMifd
the Perk orer the Chrifftaee holiday egela this year. They were treated to

special prograae at both loyal Pala and Flamingo.

Mlscellaneow ; Kerion and Lister Coble spent their Christaas holiday
visiting friends in Ouatesuila. They had the tmusual opportunity of
spending Christmas Eve and Christmas Say on a coffee plantation ifhere

they Joined the Indians in traditional celebrations including the breaking
of the pinata.

AMiyiSTBATIOM

Personnel ; Since the retxim of Naturalist lichard Cunningham from the
Horace M. Albright Training Center and the return to duty of Kelly
F. Hotheripaugh and Samuel Mendlen, naturalist David Ames has baen
transferred to Flamingo. David is still helping out at Koyal Palm on
Mondays and is scheduled to give the evening csmpfire program at Long Pine
Key.

Our new H^E Naturalist, George E. Neusaenger, received his indoctrination
under fire ... the thousands of visitors who flocked to Royal Palm during
the holidays. Qiorge is a welcome addition to the staff displaying an
eagerness and understanding for the job which is so catching*

Assistant Chief Naturalist Haugen attended the U.S. Civil Service Coaeission
Management Institute in Atlanta. He felt this was an cseellent course
and one which certainly made him appreciate the value ef a SAcretary.

Naturalist Eruce Paige continued the Culvert lesearch Study, taking weekly
measurements and observations from culverts along the Park road.

Seasonal Naturalist Kelly Motherspaugh has been stationed at Shark Valley
Loop Road again this year. Here he has learned to handle an airboat
and is assisting in patrol and law enforcement work in addition to his
interppative assignaents.

CONSERVATION. INTERPRETATKai. AND USE

Interpretive Facilities ; During tha middle of the month, both the
Mahogany HaneMick and Pa-Hay-Okee Trails ware open again to the public after
considerable cleaning up and renovating made necessary by Hurricane Betsy.

A message repeater was received for use at Pa-Hay<-Okee and is now operative.

Work on Mahogany Hanaock lift boxes is in prograss.

Tha placement of the newly constructed interpretive signs along the Park road
near Flamingo will be completed as soon as pipe and fittings are dalivered.
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station continued to b« th* first visitor coatact poiut until
the erection on Decsnber 30 of a saell wooden »butLf" in the Hesdqiuurter '

s

perking lot. This new infonaetion point wes extremely necessary t>ecause of

1) the treoMndous traffic through the Entrance Station and 2) overloading
of the restroom systen at Boyal Palm. On one of the peak days cars
<laoiuding famers and oissilsown headed toward the Eole-in-theoDoout) were
%mtkmA up alasost to the entrance of the Park, Thus, infonBStion which could
be dispensed was very liaited indeed. The new structure, although rustic,
is alleviatiag this problea greatly and in addition is taking a lot of the
burden oft answerixig basic question away front the staff at fioyai Pain.
i % jui- i*

-".

Interpretive Services : By the end of the month, the winter schedule of
naturalist^ prograxas was in effect. See schedule attached. At Flsningo
beginning Dec. 21 end lasting throv^ the end of the month, hundreds of
visiters were turned away eeeh night at the evening prograa due to lack
of space in the lverglad#e fark Cenpany's lounge. District Mrasek feels
that there will probably be a rash of eoajiiints about the inadequacy of
the 'auditoriun '

. At Royal Faba, cars overflowed the parking area and many
were forced to perk along the roedw^q^s a good walking distance from the
station. The telks and guided walks both at iioyal Pala and flamingo were
eaeepcioaally well attended with groups at loyal Pala numbering a hundred
•r More peeple each program. The caapfire circles were also well received
ead most nights the count was a full house pi as.

Besearch and Observations

;

The bird show at Coot Bay began as usual for
this tine of year, but the food supply vas quickly exhausted and there were
only a few birds to be seen there most of the month.

The last River Rookery etated to form late this month. On December 29
there were about 100 pairs of Wood Ibis and 40 pairs of Qotnmon Egrets
eieog with 10 pairs of Anhingaa in the rookery. According to Dr. Wm.

Robertson, Park Biologist, if the water level continues to recede,
the Wood Ibis' chances of rearing their young mttst be considered doubtful
at this time.

The loyal Pabo area ^Ich thousands of people have cocae to love for its
profusion of wildlife in the winter months has a drastically reduced number
of animals this year. Xh« fish on iriiich the wedlag birds and alligators
feed ere so few in number are not enough to sustain the wildlife there.
Observed are email fish, but few large gar, bass aod bream. At this writing
there are three large and 14 to 16 small gators, 2 purple gellinules; one
each bittern, Snowy Egret, Lotl&ianA Heron, finiMMn Kgret, Little Blue tteron}

May Aakiagea; aad oecasional Wood and White Ibis to be seen. Previously,
at this time of year, three to four of each species could be readily pointed
out to visitors.

rh« «MMl —ti ll •mi fUh fry i 3 :1|.i? SstariT Maratn/ Aj»j«*-.,i'1Lat t
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The water level at loyal Palm dropped about 1'2" inches during the mouth.
When It began dropping, amall fish were obsvrvcd Jumping over a weir in

an attempt to move upstream in to the pood.

A Hack Bear weighing approximately 125 lbs. was observed by Karl Jackson,
Maintenance Forcnian, on December 14. The bear was crossing the Park road

from the glades in to Long Pine Key near the campground turn in the road.

500, three month old, Atlantic Green Turtles which had been raised by

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Schroeder of Lower Matecumbe Key were released at Cape
Sable on December 23. The project of raising hatchlings to a fairly good

sise before release was undertaken as part of the %rork of the Caribbean
Conservation Corporation under the direction of Dr. Archie Carr. 10 boats
carrying 45 very Interested folks made up the boat*a-cade cruising from the

keys to Cape Sable and Included Dr. and Mrs. Carr %Hio came down from

Gainesville for the launching. The Park Service was represented by Chief
Naturalist Ernst Christensen, Naturalist Gale Zinaer, and Banger Don
Castleberry.

A 10 ft. Manatee was injured by a 30 foot cruiser in Tarpon Creek about

December 12. It was swiioaing around in the Buttonwood Canal for several

days, shoving signs of distress from a large gash in its back. It was last

seen swianing back in to Coot Bay on December 18 and its ultiAate fate is

not known at this tisie.

Resource Planning

Cooperating Non»Goiiemment Agencies ; Two collecting permits were Issued
during the month. At the request of Princeton University George Neusaenger
collected a sample of sludge from Taylor Slough on December 30. This
sample is to be used in their research on Testaceans.

Bequests for a speaker at schools and local clubs are still being received.
During December Chief Park Naturalist Christensen, Assistant Chief Pak^
Naturalist Haugen, and Naturalist Ames contacted 1,760 as a result of these
requester

Again this year Assistant Chief Naturalist Haugen helped to Judge the various
entries in the Dade County Junior High Schools' annual conservation contest.
Many of the student's projects revolved around the theme of Everglades
National Park and its need for water. It was quite obviovis the Corps of
EngiiMers and the FCD had spent considerable time responding to requests froa
these children Just as the staff of the Park had.

Cooperating Associations

The annual meeting and fish fry for the members of the Natural History Association
was held on December II. This was their most successful meeting yet. ISO
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Aod gu«st« partook of the fish dinner pmpmvA by th« Ranger Aide.
Thm Cvergladee Wmrk Ceipaity donated 100 Iba of umcleaxied fi«h for which
the Ranger Aide vere nost grateful. The girla apent a good part of the
day cleaning fish in addition to the other oeceeeary preparation. After
the aaeal, Dr. Gilbert Voaa gave an excellent talk on the dit9ip sea research
in Gulf of Guiaea and a general discus* ion vaa held on the water situation
here in the ?ark«

c^Ernst T. Chrlstensen
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Jen. 1, 1966

Memorandum

To: Chief Park Naturalist

From: Park Naturalist, Flamingo

Subject: Monthly Narrative Report for December, 196^

General
The usual crowding of facilities and interpretive activities began about

' Dec. 21 and crntinued at an unprecedented pace through the holiday season.
The weather was pleasant and the mosquitoes had abated. The usual bird

show began at Cobt Bay pond but the food supoly was quickly exhausted and

there were only a few birds to be seen there most of the month.

Informational and dirpctional signs and markers
Nothing to report

'/isitor information ^nd orientation stations
Approximately 1,295 visitors were contacted at the Flaningo information desk.

Status of museum exhibits and collections
Nothing to report.

Wayside exhibits and interpretive signs
Nothing to report.

Self-guiding trails and tours
The placement of the newly constructed interpretive signs along che main

•^ park road awaited procurement of pipe and fittings.

Conducted Trips
Baysbore and wilderness walks were exceptionally well attended during the
holidays

•

Talks and campfire programs
Beginning on Dec. 21 and lasting through the end of the month, hundreds of

y visitors were turned away each night at evening programs. There will probably
/ be a rash of co-iplaints about the absurd inadequacy of the E.P.C. "auditorium?,

originally intended as a visitors lounge, for the presentation of interpretive
programs. Two programs a night were started after the Timpano Science Study
group left on the 26th, but even this was not enough.

Interpretive personnel gnd training
Naturalist Ames was indoctrinated into the various interpretive programs
and procedures at Flamingo after his arrival here Dec. 21.
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Audiovisual devices and programs
Nothing to report

Miscellaneous interpretive Activities
Mrazek spent the day with the Science Research Task Force group on Cape
Sable and Lake Ingraham on Eec. 5th.

Paige spent several days in the field birding with Senator and Mrs. Holland,

\y for which they were most appreciative. - razek accompanied the group to
Lake Ingraham on Lee. 12th.

^Mrazek took out George Page, ''BC News, reporter for the Huntley Brinkley
y^/ Program to Cape Sable for a possible story on the Perk water problem on

Dec. lUth.

/

Paige continued 'dth the Culvert Research Study, tfking weekly measurements
and observations from culverts along the park road.

The East River Rookery began to form late this month. On Dec, 29th there
were about 100 pair of wood storks and UO pairs of co.Tiraon egrets along with
10 pairs of anhingas in the rookery.

A 10 ft. manatee was injured by a 30 ft. cruiser in Tarpon Creek about Dec,
12th, It was swimming around in the outtonwood Canal for several days,
showing signs of distress from a large gash in its back. It was last seen
swimming back into Coot Bay on Lee. l8th and its ultimate fate is not known
at this time.

lirazek and Paige presented two special programs to the Science Study Group
from New York headed by Doris Timpano while they were here on the 26th and
27th.

Mr. Alfred Bester, a writer for Holiday magazine, visited in the area early
this month gathering material for an article on the park water problem.

Vincent
Park Na
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