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FURNISHING PLAN

INTERPRETIVE OBJECTIVES

According to the 1963 Master Plan for Sagamore Hill National Historic Site, the

site's mission is "to present the story of Theodore Roosevelt and his family at

Sagamore Hill, related within the context of the significant national events

associated with him" by interpreting the "physical manifestations of Sagamore
Hill during the Roosevelt era" and by making "the area meaningful to the visitor

in such a way as to impart to him an awareness of and intimacy with Theodore

Roosevelt in all his many facets, private and public... The furnishings, the

hunting trophies, the mementos, gifts and other memorabilia within the house

that give Sagamore Hill its distinctive flavor and charm," the Master Plan

pointed out, "have the ability—as few other things could—ofgiving an interest-

ing and intimate insight into the many-faceted—but always vigorous—life of

Theodore Roosevelt."

The site's 1970 Interpretive Prospectus further defined the objectives of the

interpretive program for Sagamore Hill. It identified three such objectives:

1. To place primary emphasis on Sagamore Hill during the two administra-

tions ofTheodore Roosevelt, when it served as the Summer White House
from 1902 through 1908;

2. To put secondary emphasis on Sagamore Hill as Roosevelt's home from

1885 to 1919, "the years it was home to a young squire...family man and
public servant, to the residency of a former President and statesman";

3. To provide some information on Sagamore Hill during Mrs. Roosevelt's

long widowhood (1919-1948) and on the restoration carried out after her

death by the Roosevelt Memorial Association.

Interpretation of Theodore Roosevelt's distinguished career in public service

from the early 1880s in Albany, through his momentous eight years as President

of the United States (1901-1909), to his untimely death in 1919, naturally

involves other media besides the house at Sagamore Hill, including audio-visu-

als, museum exhibits, wayside exhibits, publications, and personal services.

Much of this interpretation is provided at the site's visitor center in "Old
Orchard," formerly the home of Brig. Gen. and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.,

located a few hundred yards from Sagamore Hill. Since the events ofTheodore



Roosevelt's life and his permanent contributions to American and world history

can best be interpreted through these media, visitors are encouraged to view

the exhibits and a film on Theodore Roosevelt's life first, before touring Saga-

more Hill itself.

A visit to the refurnished home ofTheodore Roosevelt is intended to support the

objectives listed above by offering visitors a glimpse of Theodore Roosevelt's

private world—the home he planned in his youth for his ill-fated first wife and
to which he brought his second wife, Edith; the childhood home of the six lively

Roosevelt children; the "Summer White House" of the presidential years; and
the home to which the former president retired for what turned out to be a

decade of strenuous activity as explorer and big-game hunter, presidential

candidate, author, and outspoken elder statesman.

Since trying to recapture the specific look of the "Summer White House" would
have meant removing many post- 1909 artifacts, the following furnishing plan

is designed to reflect the appearance of Sagamore Hill during the last decade of

Theodore Roosevelt's life, after he had left the White House, bringing with him
some of the furnishings and gifts received during his terms as president, and
after his travels in Africa and Europe and South America, which resulted in

many notable additions to the Sagamore Hill collections. An exception is Alice's

room, furnished as it was before she left Sagamore Hill to marry Nicholas

Longworth in 1906. It should be noted that, despite constant changes in detail,

the overall look ofSagamore Hill was essentially the same before and after 1909,

reflecting the diverse interests of a lively, well-traveled family who surrounded
themselves with objects they found comfortable or treasured for their artistic or

sentimental associations, and who paid relatively little attention to the dictates

of fashion in interior decoration.

As a furnished house exhibit, Sagamore Hill works better than most, partly

because it illustrates so well the vivid personality of its most famous occupant,

but also in part because it reflects the presence of an entire household—man
and wife, children, grandchildren, and servants. In this respect, the house
affords interpreters a chance to place the Roosevelts in their period, not just as

individuals but also as representatives of their element of American society at

the turn of the century, thereby contributing to the visitor's understanding of

the political and social movements that were stirring in the days oftrust-busting

Theodore Roosevelt.

OPERATING PLAN

The basic operating procedure for interpreting Sagamore Hill is outlined in the

site's "Interpretive Prospectus." The house has three types of visitation: the



self-guided tour for individuals and families; the scheduled tour for organized

groups; and the Acoustiguide tour. The procedure for each kind of tour varies,

but they all follow the same "path" through the house and will continue to do so

when the following furnishing plan is implemented.

Visitors enter the house from the piazza through the front door. In the hall they

are greeted by a uniformed park ranger, on fixed point duty, who handles ticket

sales and provides general information on tour procedures. From this point,

visitors tour the entire first floor, viewing the library, drawing room, north room,
dining room, pantry, and kitchen. They then go up the back stairs to view the

east half of the second floor, including Alice's room, the boy's room, the family

bathroom, and (when it is restored) the "splash closet" or shower room. Climb-

ing a second set of stairs, they view the entire third floor, including the cook's

room, sewing room, maids' rooms, Ted's room, trunk room, and gun room, as

well exhibits (future) in the former linen room and schoool room. Descending

to the second floor again at the west end, visitors see "Mother's room," the

master bedroom, "Father's dressing room," the little and big guest rooms, the

baby nursery or "gate room," the day nursery, and the south bedroom before

returning, down the main stairway, to the entrance hall.

Of the three types of tours offered, visitors most often avail themselves of the

self-guided tour. When these visitors are admitted to the house, they receive a

guide brochure and are free to tour the house at their own speed. There is written

information on each room barrier and rangers are available to answer questions.

Visitor orientation at the start of the tour includes a few general house rules,

particularly a caution against touching objects, woodwork, and wallpaper.

The Acoustiguide offers a delightful taped tour of the house recorded in the

1970s by Theodore Roosevelt's younger daughter, Mrs. Ethel Derby, who takes

the visitor from room to room, recalling intimate associations with her father,

the rest of the family, and some objects in the rooms. Relatively few visitors

avail themselves of this special tour, which is available only by rental from the

concessionaire near the parking area.

Conducted tours are available, by prior arrangement, for both school groups and
adult organizations. Because of the cramped conditions in most of the visitor-

use areas of the house, these groups are usually broken up into smaller groups,

each led by an educator or a park ranger who provides information and answers
questions about the Roosevelts, their home, and its furnishings.

Whatever interpretive services are provided inside Sagamore Hill, the house
needs more staffing, primarily for security reasons. Over the past 10 years there
have been an unusual number oftheft attempts, some successful, during visiting

hours, and the effects ofunsupervised visitation are also evident in the complete
rubbing away ofnewly applied varnish on many doorjambs and in dirt and wear
marks on wallpapers. Having patrolling rangers on each of the three floors



would more effectively forestall opportunities for theft and vandalism, provide

better control over the numbers ofvisitors and their impact on the historic fabric,

and give visitors the chance to ask more questions. There are several alterna-

tives management will have to choose from to accomplish this, but more
adequate staffing is essential to enhance the protection and interpretation of

this superlative resource.

The selling ofadmission tickets inside the entrance hall, while perhaps unavoid-

able under present circumstances, is a jarring intrusion on the historic scene as

the visitor enters the house. Devising an alternative ticket-selling arrangement
would greatly enhance the visitor's initial impression ofthis great house, as well

as free the fixed point ranger for more vital duties in interpreting and protecting

the resource.
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1916-1991

As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility for

most of our nationally owned public lands and natural and cultural resources. This includes fostering

wise use of our land and water resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental

and cultural values of our national parks and historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life

through outdoor recreation. The department assesses our energy and mineral resources and works

to ensure that their development is in the best interests of all our people. The department also

promotes the goals of the Take Pride in America campaign by encouraging stewardship and citizen

responsibility for the public lands and promoting citizen participation in their care. The department

also has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live

in island territories under U.S. administration.
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