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W£ATHSR»

Sussmary of the February 19U9 Monthly narrative Report fer
YSLLWSTONi HATI01AL PARK

Severe most of month, moderate latter part*
Mammoth Maximum i&o, minimum -27°. West
Yellowstone -i|l+ . Comparative snow depths.

SPECIAL ACTIVITISS:

IMSP;ClIQgS i

PUIS, MAPS AND

PUBLICITY,

VAIVYiVAlCtSs

135* CO^TRUCTIOfc:
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Supt* Rogers in Washington entire month.
Johnston returned from addressing Missoula
Administration School attended by Condon,
Ryquist & Kowski. Grader observed at Boseman.

Staff meetings. Seasholts to Washington. K. P.

Ireneport Co. ski bus to Cooke. Men returned
from Hammond with equipment. Mattson returned.

^eldon Robinson, P. & W. Service, loft.

Mattaon away half month. Robert Bursa e.o.d.
Engineer (Civil) P&S-5* Snow equipment on
storm emergensy loan. 2 maintenanoemen among

k after surplus equipment*

Yellowstone story in C&sper Tribune Herald.
Pieture orders filled. 47,500 broadsides on hand.

Difficulty with snow removal due bliasards and
much equipment on loan. Snow crusted. Consid-
e ruble breakup of road surface occurring*

?*ork on heating pipes for community room.

Y. P* Co. rates approved. Huntley Child and
Dr. Lueok visit park.

g-SBSEVICE TRAIKIBO i I6I4. man-hours by Protection Division.

Sand box constructed. ]$aekly news letter.

HTgRPRjSrifl, SgKTICg i Condon gave talks at Missoula and former Ranger
Raturalist Marler spoke at Rexburg, Idaho.

8

MUSEUM ACtlYYTISS
-A^DH&alBITSt

Checking of museum accession records*
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WILDLIFS AND PISH

BUFFALO
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FC&SST Fill PRO-

BLISTIigi BUST

WOOPCUTTISG i

Ageisms t

Pag©
midlife observations, study completed cm
Interpretive program for Mr* Clark of Cornell
univ. Place names filo snipped Director 1 *

Office for duplication. ^

llaturo Kotea published. Possibility investi-
gated purchase tape recorder and reproducer for
training work, ^

MISCgLLAMBOUSi

651 paopl* in 261vehicles compared to 104, in 270
ehidea Feb. I9I46. Ski bus to Cooke* Cooke road
oloaed acme. Good weather end month. Skiing in 3ast. 4

Considerable game census, building fire hazard inspec-
tion, ranger conference plans, excess revolvers
shipped H? Dept., ski patrols, motor vehicle acci-
dent analysis, in-service training, etc. 5

Antelope census. Mostly in restricted lower
range

.

5

Census. Foraging difficult due to snow crust. 6

F. & W. Service studies continued* 6

Snow crust hindered foraging. 30 live elk shipped
to Monterrey, Mexico. 6

Postponement of census. 6

FPeFp status checked and reported to Region with
statement of additional needs. Revision Form
10-1*00, Individual Fire import. 6

$ork on fire tools. 7

Chemical weed killer ordered. Inquiries for
steamer employees. 7

Source located In Gallatin Forest. 7

One motor vehlole accident reported. 7

Asst. Chief Bangers igvans and Chapman promoted to
CAF-9. Jay to Asst. Chief Sanger CAF-9 and Ela
to District Park Hanger CAF-7* Hess, lelson,
Reynolds & Hart to new Park Sanger CAF-6 positions-
Robert S. Hursh transferred to 'Engineer (Civil)

P*S-5 and Breynton R. Finoh to Asst. Chief Ranger
CAF-9. 7

P.g.U. meeting and F.S«G*» sponsored Valentine Bay
dance. 7
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Report lml
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Yellowstone National Park
Yellowstone Park, Wyoming

Office of the Superintendent

M8M0RAKDUM for the Director.

SSaroh 8, 19^9.

Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone National Park
during the month of February 19ij9*

Weather Conditions * the weather was characterised by high gale-like
winds accompanied by considerable snow during the forepart of the month
which caused the snow to become drifted in the valleys and leeward side of
the hills, while the exposed areas were largely blown bare of snow. Tempera-
tures were about normal the first half of the month while the latter half
experienced above normal temperatures, #arm, spring-like days prevailed the

last week with weather resembling April or early May. the maximum tempera-
ture of lh° **e recorded on the 20th and 28th with a minimum temperature of
-27© occurring on the l^th. The minimum temperature of -Uk° for the park
was recorded at West Yellowstone on the 13th. The total preeipitation at

Mammoth was 1.76" as compared with the mean of 1.22" for February.

Comparative snow depths from various locations in the park are reflected
in the following table t

19U9 W 19^7 19U6 I9k5 l9hk l%#
Cascade TI5r ""B5

r ~w ~w -jgfr
-Jg*

Gallatin 18 21 25 26 14 10 w
Lamar 20 15 10 16 10.5 k 30
Mammoth li* 10.5 9 22.5 5 5 36
Sfortheest Entrance 1*8 56 57 46 20.7 15.9 5k
Snake Hiver 65 59 U6 52 55 25 —
Tower Fells 52 26 20 21.5 15.5 11 56
ifest Yellowstone 5k 58 Uo 57 22 12 83

Special Activities . Superintendent Sogers spent the entire month in
Washington on assignment in the Concessioners Division in the Director's
Office. Assistant Superintendent Johnston was Acting Superintendent during
Superintendent Rogers* absence from the Yellowstone.

Acting Superintendent Johnston returned on February 2 from Missoula
where he add#e#emd the opening meeting of the School of Public and Private
Administration sponsored by Montana University. Park Naturalist Condon and
District Park Bangers Kyquiet and Kowski attended the school on annual leave,
returning to the park on the night of the 26th.

Messrs. Johnston, Itohlbrandt and Robinson went to Boseman on February

2k to observe the operations of an Adams grader which was being demonstrated.
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Staff meetings for all division heads ware held In the Superintendent's
Offlee on February 1, 6. 15 *nd 23 to discuss matters pertaining to the
park.

Chief Slaotriolan Seasholts left the park on February U for Washington,
D. C. where he was assigned to inspecting surplus equipment for possible use
in the Yellowstone, ulaoier and other National Park Service areas* Me re-
turned on the 18th

•

The northern Paeifio Transport Company at Billings* Montana, brought a
busload of skiers through the park on February 5 on route to Cooke for skiing
in that area. They returned through the park the following afternoon.

Master Mechanic Robinson, Automotive Meohanio Foreman Miller and Mixed
Qang Foremen Slmer Armstrong and Stebbins, who left by train on January 31
for Hammond, Indiana, to receive some surplus equipment for the Yellowstone,
departed from Hammond on February 10 and reached the Yellowstone on the 20th.

Resident Landscape Architect Mattson, who left the park January 27 for
Sveleth, Minnesota, no attend the funeral of his mother who died in Minnea-
polis on January 26, returned to the park on Fmhru&ry 16. He spirit a week
in Omaha on assignment in the 'Hegion Two Office and returned by way of
^Denver.

Inspections . Tteldon B. Robinson, Predatory Animal Officer, Fish and
wildlife Service, Denver, who arrived in the park January 13 to continue
studies on coyote migrations, departed on February 3*

Plans, Maps and Surveys. Resident Landscape architect ifettsam was
absent from the "park* until the loth, having spent a week en assignment in
the Region two Offlee.

<Jn February 28 Mr* Robert &* Bursh, Engineer (Civil) P&S-3, reported
for duty by transfer from the Department of the Army in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia. The park has been somewhat handicapped in its planning operations
by the laok of an assistant this winter*

Two of our rotary snowplows on loan to &*e Bureau of Land Management
for the entire month and a third one for about two weeks in connection with
n Operations Snowbound" in Wyoming and Montana. Our 9-6 tractor and doser
were also on loan for about two weeks on the emergency snowplowing operations.
One rotary and the doser are still on this assignment*

Two of our permanent maintenance foremen, together with the Master
Mechanic and Foreman Mechanic, were absent most of the month securing surplus
property at Chicago*

TeBertvflwws tea** Wyea





Publicity . The Annual Wyoming edition of the Caspar Tribune Her* 14
contained a special story on tho Yellowstone. Several requests for pictures
of tho park for use In oonnootlon with forthcoming articles wore filled.

A total of U7»900 Yellowstone broadsides for 1947 remained on hand at
the end of the month*

Maintenance . This is one month which will not be forgotten very soon
and it will go down as one of the worst Februarys of raoord. There was con-
siderable snow and extremely high winds together with much cold weather* For
several days the park experienced bllxzards and conditions similar to those
which were in eastern ftyemimg and western Nebraska* with much of our snow
equipment on loan and our more experienced operators also gone we were barely
able to keep the roads ©per. ir. the Mammoth area* The road to Cooke was closed
on two different occasions for from 2/4 to 1*6 hours* The drifting snow blew
in almost as quickly as it was plowed out* Our ©no remaining Snog© broke
down beyond Tower Falls and it was necessary to ask the return of one of our
rotary plows which was working a short distance north of Cfardiner under the
Bureau of Land Management in order to open the roads to the broken plow.

The last few days of the month were warm and clear and it was possible to
put the reads in fair condition again* Tfowover, with warm weather the snow
crust on the pavement is from U to 12 inches thick and the graders are busy
cutting away this crust*

From observations on our road between Gardiner and Cooke and adjoining
state highways the spring breakup of the road surface is going to be extremely
heavy this year* due mostly to excessive moisture and frost action.

Sew Construction * There we>g no work on Major Ho&d Construction during
the month*

Some work on extending the heating pipes to the community room was all
that was accomplished during the month under Job 201-23) Account 1+10, Major
Repair and Rehabilitation*

Concessioners . The Yellowstone Park Company package tour rates for the

19U9 season were approved on February 17*

Huntley Child of the Yellowstone Park Company and Dr. Alfrod SI. Lnsok
visited the park on February 25*

The complete Yellowstone Park Company rates for 1949 *•»*• approved
February 25.

Xn-Servloe Training . A total of 164 man-hours were devoted to training
sessions for all available Protection Division personnel on the following
subjeetst building fire inspections; >afety Program (Lifting, snow-removal,
climbing, household and station and horses; Safety Program (Vehicles, winter
travel on skis and tools; Accidents - preparation of forms and proper pro-
cedure. All subjects under safety are combined under one master outline*

3
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A sand box was constructed for use in training seasonal personnel. The
Yellowstone Weekly &ewa Letter was published regularly.

Interpretive Servloe * Chief Park Naturalist Condon while in attendance
at sohool at Montana State University gave a number of talks to interested
groups at Missoula.

Former Park Ranger naturalist George D. Marler presented programs using
Yellowstone Park illustrative materials for people in attendance at Bieks
College leadership *seek in Rexburg, Idaho* Mr* Marler gave three talks to
large audiences.

Museum Activities and Sxhlbits . Park Naturalist Alcorn devoted seven
days time to chocking museum accession records during February, but the job
is partially done* This inventory is disclosing cumulative errors in the
accession program* A great deal of care and considerable time has to be given
over to tills work in order to bring these materials up to date*

Research and Observation* Park Naturalists Alcorn and v&taon made a trip
to the Kortheast &itrance for the purpose of observing wildlife and making
winter pictures on February 2U» the study of statistical information on the
interpretive program was continued into the first of the month and final tabu-
lation of this program was made and sent to Mr* Wilson F. Clark of Cornell
university* This tabulated statistical information will be of value in inter-
preting the significance of the naturalist program*

The Yellowstone National Park place names file was packaged and shipped
to the Director* s Office for duplication* This shipment consisted of 13
paokages containing a total of 3^*>4 5x8 cards*

Natural History Association. The Yellowstone lature Notes were published
the first week of ihe month and 323 copies were stalled and 90 copies were
distributed locally* The Association has been investigating the possibility
of purchasing a tape recorder and reproducer for use in training work.

Increase or Decrease ia Travel . The high winds which occurred during
the first part of the month~~elosed tfee north Entrance - Cooke road on the
following days 1 9th, 11th. 12th, 13th, 16th, and 19th* However, in spite
ef the bad weather and high winds, the travel showed an increase over the
same month last year* A total of 651 people entered the park in 261 vehicles
as compared with 104, in 270 vehicles during February 19ij8* In view of the
severity of the weather* the increase in travel over the same month last year
seems incongruous, but two factors account for this* One bus load of skiers
was brought to Cooke through the North Entrance and on the 20th the weather
moderated very sharply. Approximately one half of the first entry travel
through the Horth Entrance occurred on the 2?th, the first bright warm Sunday
of the winter* Another contributing factor was the snowplane travel through
the West Entrance* aighty-one oars dror& to the ^ast Entrance from Cody,
Wyoming, during the month* The operation of the ski lift three miles east of
the park entrance has promoted considerable winter use of this area* People
drove to the ski area, then continued to the park entrance, parked their cars
and many made short ski trips up in the park*

k
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Ranger Service . Census of big game animals required the tim« of all
available rangers for a few days during the month. An antalop® count una
conducted on the lat with a biaon oanaua occurring on the 8th and 9th and
Bighorn aheap count atartad on the 26th but will not be completed until the
first part of next month. Plana were being completed for the elk census on
March 8 and 9 including the preparation of maps indicating the counting areas
and coordinating the plans with outside agencies. The final plans wire com-
pleted for the shipping of 3^ slk to Monterrey, Mexico, and on the 5th the
elk were loaded in a car at Gardiner and shipped that day.

Building fire inspections of all Government and some operators* buildings
in the Mammoth and Gardiner area was started on the 15th and largely completed
by the end of the month. In this connection a revised Inspection form, check-
off list and fire extinguisher inspection and record form ware used and proved
very successful. The forms were revised to fit our needs from those demon-
strated at the Yosemlte school in October. It is intended to use the forms
and cheek list throughout the park this year.

Preliminary plans ware being pronared for tha ranger oonforenoe and fire
school to be held in aoril. In this connection, training aide were prepared
including sand tables and oharts.

Twenty-eight U$ caliber revolvers which included one delivered hare
from Devils Tower Rational Monument, which were excess to our needs, were
shipped to the War Department Arsenal at Hook Island, Illinois.

Extended ski patrols were made from the Snake River and ??est Tellowatone
stations throughout the southern and western areas of the park and many short
patrols were made of the northern area of the park in connection with gams
census, running snow courses and for game observations.

Other activities included repair of Protection Division equipment,
entrance station duties and preparation of motor vehicle accident analysis
oharts, fish planting record cards, wildlife index record cards, In-Service
Training outlines and reports and correspondence.

Wildlife and Pish Cultural Activities * AITSL0P2. A suceessful census
of the prongKorn on the northern winter range was taken on February 1.

leather and other conditions were unusually favorable &nd contributed to
accurate and complete counting.

The area from the park boundary north to Cinnabar Mountain yielded J87
animals and 23 were counted in the park from Stevens Creek to Hesse Creek*
All other known pronghorn winter range was covered but no animals were found
outside the small areas described. The total of 1*10 pronghorn is very close
to our previous estimate of IPO. Most of the pronghorns continued to use
the restricted lower range, much of which is seriously over-used hy domestic
stock, during tha entire month so soma losses may be expected.

9
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BUFFALO* A census of the buffalo in the Lamar and lower Yellowstone
:dT«r areas was conducted on February ?• Locations where the animals were
found is shown j Lower Lamar River Valley, j>47f Above Caohe Creek, 10;
Slough Creek, 27; Little Buffalo Creek, 7* Geode Creek, 5i Total 5^6» Five
old bulls were found on Sagle Creek, about two miles north of the park boundary
on Feburary 21*

A period of warm weather, whioh began on February W and oontlnued through
the end of the month, settled the snow on the winter range of the buffalo and
left a thiek hard surface orust whioh made foraging very difficult. At Lamar
headquarters, this icy orust overlaid about twenty inches of loose granular
snow. In the Horseshoe area where most of the buffalo were oongregated the
snow averaged about sixteen inches in depth and was covered with orust whioh
prevented unrestricted foraging suoh as had preceded the warm period of wea-
ther. Ho feeding was done on the open range but tne auiiaals were exhibiting
a tendency to leave the Horseshoe in small bunches as the month ended.

COYOTES. Mfeldon B. Robinson, Biologist, Fish and Wildlife Service, left
the park on February > after completing his winter work in connection with
the coyote migration studies. Severe weather conditions seriously hampered
his work and ooyotes sustained fresen feet if not released from the traps very
soon after being oaptured. Recovery of tags will be attempted again in April,
May and June to secure data on animals returning to swatter ranges.

SUE. xSxtreme cold of early February was followed by continued severe
blissard conditions whioh forced the elk to seek shelter in forested areas.
The snow remained loose until after the 18th so that the animals successfully
foraged where depths ranged uo to ?G inches. Higher temperatures and clear
days after that date settled the snow and produced a hard surface crust shioh
forced the elk to forage on windswept and exposed ridges. Winter losses began
to appear by the end of the month but these were light to moderate, leather
and snow conditions of Maroh will largely determine the extent and severity
of the winter mortality of the elk herd.

Cm February 7* 50 elk were shipped by express to Humberto Qarsa Dominguez
at Monterrey, N. L., Mexico. This carload shipment consisted of $ »**-l« calves,
10 female calves, three yearling (spike) males and 1J+ mature females, the

elk arrived at their destination in good condition except for one mature female
which sustained a broken leg and had to be destroyed.

BIGHORN. Adverse weather conditions forced postponement of a census
and investigation of the bighorns on the northern winter range.

Forest Fire Protection. The status of Forest Protection and Fire Pre-
vention balances were checked and reported to the Fegion along with a state-
ment regarding additional needs for the balance of the fiseal year*

lork was done on a revision of present Form Ho. 10-i+QO, Individual Fire
Report. A proposed revision has been set up for presentation at the Orand
Canyon Conference.

*



-

-
.

m

.''.

.

•
•

•

•



Several days ware spent rehandling pulaski tools and axe sheaths were
nade for use by fire control aids*

Blister Rust Control * Fifty-fire gallons of 2, k* 5T Chemical !«a«d

Killer was ordered through the U* S* Forest Service for use during the coming
season* s blister rust control operations*

Inquiries were sent to satisfactory workers who mere employed on blister
rust work during 19U8 to see how many can be expected to return in I9i£*

Wood Cutting . A possible source of cordwood has been located on the
Gallatin Rational Forest and this information has been passed on to the
Yellowstone Park Company in an attempt to solve the present problem of secur-
ing eordwood for concessioner use.

Accidents. One motor vehicle accident involving a private oar and a
Yellowstone Park Company truok occurred on the 23rd. No injuries occurred
but the damage to the oar amounted to about ?15G*00 while the truck escaped
undamaged. The accident was caused by the drivers attempting to pass on a
super-elevated curve with the road surface being covered by slippery ice.
The truck skidded into the car.

Personnel , assistant Chief Park Rangers W* Leon >&bs and William S*
Chapman were promoted from CPS-10 to CAF-9 effective February 2*

District Park danger John *• Jay, GAF-7* w*s promoted to Assistant Chief
Park Hanger, C\?~9, effective February 6* Park Ranger Thomas F. 81a was
promoted to the position of District Park Hanger, CAF-7» effective February
9* On the same date Dennis I* Hess, Dan 8. Kelson, Harvey B* Reynolds and
Ruben 0. Hart received promotions from Park Hanger, C*iF-5 to the four newly
established positions of Park Hanger, CAF-6.

On February 20 Robert 3. Hureh entered on duty as Engineer (Civil), P&S-3
by transfer from the Department of the Army, Sacramento, California, and on
February 2k Breynton R. Finch entered on duty as Assistant Chief Park Ranger,
CAF-9. by transfer from the position of Superintendent, Colorado National
Monument.

Miscellaneous . The regular monthly meeting of the Federal employees
Union, TTo* 2*65 » *** hold in the Canteen an February ?. Thomas F* Sla pro-
vided the entertainment for the evening with a showing of som® of his best
kodaehromes of the park. Cn Fsbruory 12 the Federal Sreployees Union spon-
sored a Valentine Day dance in the Canteen.

Joseph Joffe,
Acting Superintendent,

cc: Region Two, in quintuple.
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