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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
yellowstone national park

Yellowstone Park, Wyoming

April !u 1«&0

liemorandusa for the Director!

Following is the report of soilvities for Yellowstone ftatlezaal Park
for th© month of ?,3arch IcjIjDi

000 - General

010 •» Th© snow plows started out to ©pen th© roads th© earliest in th©
pari: history to fulfill a promts© made by th© Superintendent at the Bill*
lags meeting on November 3 ©f the Tri-Stat© Yellowstone Perk Civic Aesooin-
tion and to meet the demands from the neighboring states for a longer
Tel lowstone season. The anew plows beren operations on ?/5aroh 11, more than
two weeks earlier than the previous starting dete, and by the end of the
month had opened the roads to West Yellowstone wad ;!o faithful on the
west side of th© park, and from )?orris to Canyon and Lake sad Thumb and
about six Miles of the east entrance road on th© east side* Also, the
road to th© hairpin turn on th© Tower Falls-l>u»rav©R Pass road had been
opened to permit skiing on the slopes of tiount Washburn* The Mammoth-
Northeast Fntranee road had been kept ©pen throughout the winter* Travel
was permitted between 3sSK&»©th and sest Yellowstone? as soon as this road
became passable and there was no time during the month iollowinf, its open*
lng when it was blocked by later snows* Travel was permitted or®r the road
from Mac ison Junction to ^)1<< FaithAil beginning March g| and "felll continue
unless blocked by snow* Bo travel was permitted to O&nyon or Lake and th©
east side ro&ds of th© park &r© ©xpeoted to In I slosed until sbout Slay 1*

Despite the early ©penis,; of the roads very few motorists availed them-
selves of th© opportunity of visiting Old Faithful rod there was very little
travel between Mammoth mid West Yellowstone, except locals* The park re-
ceived considerable rain end enow during the last week, of the aonth and
precipitation was more than twios normal* The unusually mild weather during
the month removed th© snow ©round Mammoth and the lower elevations &M golf-
ing was started on the Antelope Golf Course at Gmr&iner on Saroa £5* The
first train arrived at nest Yellowstone on *£*reh $•

For the second year Tester sunrise Services were held on the travertin©
terraces at ;^amiaoth Hot Springs on Faster Sunday, Ka**& ?U* The location
was identical with last year and th© weather was in direct contrast* T$M1©
last year the services were conducted t. T\.,vhout a blindin,, snowstorm the
woather this year was ideal with a bright warm sun shining and no better day
could have been picked throughout the year for th® occasion* Kaeter this
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year was some two week* ahead of last year when It fell on April 9*
A chorus of approximately 100 mixed voices composed of residents of
Bteanoth and Gardiner and enrolloos of SCC Company •$& under the direc-
tion of KftH Clifford Collins, school teacher of Gardiner, provider
vocal numbers while the music was furnished from an electric Qrgatron
donated for the occasion by the Barber ueio House of Groat Falls,
Montana* Dr. Kobert V« Stevens, *wll-kno*eai organist fr o and
Great rails rendered several selections on the Orgatron and accompanied
the chorus. The services were broadcast over Station , Sheridan,
Wyoming. Three hundred three cars and IOI4.9 people cheeked in at the
north and west entrances and with the Mammoth residents, CCC enrollees
and FJLA employees living fit iteimoth, the crowd was estimated at I5OO
which was more than twice the number at last year's services* The af-
fair proved Tory successful and there was much favorable comment regard-
ing it.

Joseph u. Hurts of Cody, Wyoming entered on duty as Act: Post-
master of the Yellowstone Post Office on -larch 1, succeeding Claudo
Anthony who was relieved from his duties on February 10 • Mr* Anthony
succeeded Chester A. Lindsley in July, I935 following the letter's re-
tirement • An open competitive Civil Service examination for filling the
postmaster vacancy (second class) was announced by the Civil Service Com-
mies ion in Washington on March 1L,, the closing date for the filing of
applications for which was set for April 2. Local residents only are
eligible and several eiaployees have filed their applications.

On '.torch 1 a wire was received from Washington to the effect that
the Secretary had rescinded the order requiring a fishing license for the
park and deferred action on the application of a fee for the use of power
boats on the waters of the park. Fees of ;;3.00 per season or >1*0C per
week for fishing end '31*00 for the use of power boats were approved hy the
Secretary's office on February 7 «&£ j-ately upon their announcement
there was considerable protest from civic organisations, individuals,
wildlife clubs, Isaak Walton League chapters and others. The unpopularity
and untimeliness of the fees resulted in their cancellation by the Depart*

t.

feather Conditions

The average daily temperature for I larch was lj.*3 warmer than normal*
Precipitation was 2.00 inches and just double the normal amount, most of
this excess coming as rain in the last week of Haroh. The last I of
yaroh was unusually mild and caused a rapid reduction and disappearance
of the accumulated snow cover of the winter at Mammoth. At higher eleva-
tions considerable jseltln lias occurred but much of the melt water-

been going into the soil rather than the streams. ThB snow is disappear-
ing 2 to 4 weeks earlier than usual.

The following tabulation shows the snow depths at the close of March
for various locations in the park over & comparative ten-year period 1



*

-

'
...

!

-

-

'



Buffalo Ranch 10 24 20' 63 2k 19 20 6 8
Bechler River UU 85 71 15 61 QU«1 68 91- 56
Cooke 2U36363D3U^U23225 23.4
Gallatin- 23 hfi 36 18 36 36 - - 12 10
Lake 19 36 28 16 36 53 35 &2 2? 28
Lewis kiver Liivide 53 132 106 - - 92 lOU 89 3?
LSaraaoth Drifts 12 6.8 10. 1.0 2*( ,- ts -

Old Faithful 12 56 146 20 52 72.5 - 51 21
Snake River hp 78 59 26 9I4 90 54 69 46 36
Tower Falls 6 16 20 12 28 1? 21 10 6
West Yellowstone- 11+ itf 4$ 7 Ijl 52 39 5* 23

100 * Administrative

110 - Superintendent* a Special Activities

Superintendent Rogers was in out the month on special
assi^iaent as acting superintendent of the National Capital Perks. Assistant
Superintendent Sumsri was acting and Is absenoe Assists the
SuperInterment Joffe was actin -

Kr. F&aaert left for Vicrrmr on the even in arch 4 to attend a meet-
lag regarding Yellowstone road zastters with officials of the Public Heads
administration, Itegionel Landscape Architect Baker and Resident Landscape
Architect Sanford gill tram the Omaha office and Landscape Architect
Thonsas : . •' rpenter of the Western Foads sad Trails 'Division, San Francisco*

Wt r«turned by oar with. Hr* Hill on the ninth.

Kr. Joffe left on the ninth for Pocatello and Salt Lake to assist with
the holding of oral examinations for rangers with J. I • Hateher, exactiner
for the \J* S. Civil Service Coazaission in Washington. At the oral exa2»in*>->

tlcn held in Pooatollo on the eleventh five eligibles were examined, end
six eligibles were examined at Salt Lake on the twelfth. t. Joffe rot
ed to the park on the fourteenth.

Mr. Joffe and Chief Sanger LaNoue attended a Ejecting of the Isrthtra
Pacific offioials and ticket agents in Livingston on the seventeenth.

120 * Park Inspections

Jolm Ma Knudsen, Inspector for the Post Office Department, me,
who arrived in the park on February 10 to assuaae the duties of Post-
master until the appointment of s successor to fbraer Postmaster Claude
Anthony, departed on the second.

Resident Landscape Architect Banford Hill arrived larch 91 departed on
the sixteenth.

Charles R. Baldwin, .Regional Fiscal Supervisor, Region II, who arrived
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on February 20, departed via the north get® 2*©rch 10*

L* J* Snell, U# S* Geological Survey, Boise, Idaho, arrived March j

to take water gauge readings*

Harry Dunham, Inspector COG *i <-, Region II, arrived -Mr
departed twentieth.

Brad Seeley, WPA Inspector, Butte, arrived Maroh 13 j departed nine-
teenth*

tt* Col. larl Landrath, Ctawamdiag Leer, Missoula, District,
in nineteenth*

0* F* Fredericks, Special Agent, Division of lavestigatio
,

ports*

aent of Interior, Billings, arrived in park on March 26 to confer with
Dr« Bauer and David Condon in connection with the bill to eliminate cer-
tain lands ftroa the park alon;- the north boundary* loft the same
for Provo, Utah and returned again on the twenty-ninth, leaving the fol-
lowing dr; .

lip » Stetus of Private Lands

On i&rch 6 eondeamation proceedings •were started, la Helena to acq-aire

222 acres alo:. t'se north line of the park including the properties of
th© Child rstfitc, Roy Armstrong, Anton Steroltg end Len?> ^assett Ross,
valued at ll,6!+7e00s On llaroh 1+ Special Assistant to United States At-
torney Thomas C* Colton filed with th© District Court of the United states
for the District of ?3ontene, declarations of taking on these four proper-
ties and deposited oheok in amount of :ill,c>V7*0G with the court. District
Judge Baldwin signed en order glvtag ttw "overnsaent possession of the lands
on Waroh 13, lol^) and set th© hearings for June 1 t Y'p In th© District
Court at Helena* On laroh 23 a oostaunication was received firo

Washington Office, dated Haroh I9, bhat title end fee simple to
the four parcels of land with right to possession on ©r before March 13,
V)lp was vested in th© United States on March :•

I50 m Plans, Maps end Surveys

Topographical nasppinr continued along th© Sftraasaoth service road and
stakes were set for sewer cesspools at the Buffalo Ranch* Revisions on
the faster Plan sheets were drawn and Information was gathered for cor-
recting the road system shuttle cards*

160 • General Publicity

Several news stories regarding faster sunrise services, CCC open
house and wildlife week, as well as © number of pictures, were distri-
buted for publicity purposes*
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The laiiaeographinc of the I939 annuel report was coapleted ®n& dis-
tributed on Hareh 6»

200 - *fcintenanoe, ?iew Construction Improveuents

210 » v&intenanoe

In prsparation for the earlier opening of the park, snow removal
started over two weeks earlier than in prior years, anc! the oper
wideniri:'- has been completed from "smooth to Old to

it Yellowstone, end Horris to Host Thumb* A sras.ll travelling crew
followed up this vsork opening critical points along the rood for melt
enow runoff' end cleanin out culverts, :er orev opened rts

on the ^rnoth-Cooke road and rentoved rook on several minor slides near
muntil*

220 • Urn: Conatruotion

A notioe of bids to be opened, by t: Lie Hoed© Ion

in Denver on April k, for constructing and istprovii

ing and bridge on the northeast entrance roed, Tower Junction to La
Canyon, 5*=>76 miles, was issued under date of i&rch .20

•

230 - Special Laprove^nont Activities
mum * - -" »ii « i n ii w i np

RJ - The W.A continued road bank sloping on the Wm - ' laef
road 'mK started similar activity on the Yellowstone Elver approaches
near Tower Junction* SR/ employees j>1so prepared a narrative report on
the waters covered ir> I930 ir. oonneotic : the stream survey projeot*

- The average company strengths of Caaspa Tf P 1 «m& " »re re-
dueecTTroi I90 to approximate! 7 12l* on lares •;: w- .ber of enrollees
left after serving their enrollment period. ~ Is deorss.se in c*

strength and the unfavorable weather conditions &areh retarded
progress on Most of the jobs*

The main jobs for the two easipa were Minor Eoad, Po-wer Lines, Tele-
phone Lines and •'ieeellaneons Structures in Htssaethj Preparation of
liatesrial at B&imaoth and the Gardiner Fitj ITursery- "ark at the CJejoe Banebj
and Crarage at the Buffalo feanoh. On Hurah 15 Car T 1 was placed under
a throe-weeka * working quarantine for soarlet .fever &.n& it was neoear
to work rll orews on the obliteration of the old ftardiner gravel pit and
the crashing of rock at this point

•

During the month the sixtoen-*asn side eaatp maintained at the Buffalo
Ranch worked on the new garage and preparation of material. The ?!is-

oellaneous structure job, the only job shown, complete this month, covered
the necessary isork in connection with the Faster Sunrise Services w3 ioh
were held on MarcL 2

''•

Officials from the Regional Office inspecting equipment, jobs and
the ea^ps during; the asonth wore Travel in,?" Ueebanic IU £• Dygert, 'Kasident
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Landscape Architect Sanford ilill and Supervising: Inspector Harry L*
Dunham*

300 - Activities of Other Agencies in th© Park

310 - Park Operators

The general store at Mam-aoth was kept open t .. jut the mmth to
take care of perwanent residents and zaei&bers of the GCC and .

Joe Bill, Printer Tor the /ellowstone ran any, arrived in the
park or U&TOh 5 &&& opened the ith Print Shop*

The schedule ox' r»tes for i. leeeon for _;.ayne8, ,,ced,

approved li&roh 1, ms received on the eleventh.

The transportation parage at ^rdiner opened for the season on the
eighteenth in charge . . -laiaaeraeyer*

IjPO - Interpretation

I4IO - Lecture and Guide eerviee

The Park Naturalist gave two illustrated lectures durf tenth*

one before m audience of 59^ ^ R meeting ei .ountein fjporte-

Mlll Club la Butte, Ifonten* and the other before the Yellowstone Women ••

Club -with m audience oi 28 people In attendance*

\£P m Research and Obsorv&^ion
n il 1 t «

1 n ii
1 1 ii I m **•*

h~P- - Zoolo

Bighorn* The eenditiea of the Mt« Sverti was mien im-
proved ove'r ' otli'or yoers according to Paf« Hadl<

Veterinary Research Laboratory, who inspector thi als on and
oostaented favorably on their condition* At this tiaae only one young rasa

•wets coughing and in poor flesh, although one or two lambs nlso coughed
upon rising frora the bed ground* There were 103 bighorns in the l*t*

Tverts br.nd during the aonth including 21 rams, 63 ewes, 11 lambs and 9
yearlings*

Bison* The raain herd left the ined grounds at the Bufielo
Kanoh on Icarch 10 and ranged in th 04 ..©shoe and Hellroaring «rees for
the rejueinder of the a»nt.:* arch 11 the show herd of 3$ enisaals was
segregated and held after JB had b&tm enticed into tlie corrals*

Coyotes* $hile the uncrueted snow condition was favorable to
grasinr anlraals IT was equally unfavorable ror coyotes as they could not
travel end the aniisals they usually prey upon were able to avoid their
attacks without difficulty* As the winter was unfavorable to the coyotes,
large concentrations gathered on all th© dumps where food could be ob-
tained* Many of these anissals were decrepit anu iialf-starved, while
others were observed trying and actually catching fish in the streams

6
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wad attempting to obtain food in other unususl ways. At tho Buffalo
Kanoh as iaany as 5U coyotes wen© observed feeding on the dunp and a&ny
of those animals would -wait for the gtwrbage to be hauled away and would
follow the sled from the ranch houses to the dmup. k tsmtkmr of eo;

•were found %/hioh had apparently died of starvati

"Ik. Unsuccessful attesapts were ajade to trap elk ip-
aents until* ^farea 10, when this operation was feormiaete . twere

captured and shipped during; the winter*

Xrusapeter Swan* arch Si © p&i** of lemma were observed
on Heaver ikke heer "Ibcidiar: Cliff 03 the same dp;.

eeen on Slough Greek* Both of these placed are

loo haa not aelted*

U33 - gsoloiy

-cclo;';iee.l p&mr on the Souther ' the I

Range in Hontanp , prepared b; <

T
. - ;,ove and cent,

eonsider&ulo geolofiioel information relating to the park, was reviewed
by tiie Park Naturalist in v. paper submitted to the Journal oi. Geology.

453 - .: I a 'lory

*The Early History of Yell ^tional Park" by W* Turren-
tine Jackson was reviewed by aOfljoers of t> ;ralist 0epart*;»nt« This
bound manuscript copy, which is oi in the Yellowstone Library, a

tsins the roost complete historical account of the Yellowstone Park re-
gion froa 1300 to 1872 in existence at the present tin .

^00 - Use of Park Facilities by the public
1

1

» ' ——» ' ' " ' I
'm* » in n-ii 1 »

i

510 - Increase or Decrease in Travel

The excellent skiing conditions of early March* the m ?ter

Sunrise servieo and the open road to Old Faithful were ort-
ant factors which contributed to a continued increase in travel* (See
attacked report*)

1st v:ntry Re-entry
1 IHIIIS mmt

Cars Pass* Cars rUSS* vehicles »

iio'uth

1st

th

West
Northeast

362

U7
"35
1#1

5
35
li

1000

98
206

—

'

ids

76

1

211iU

539
206

USS6 hSO \L V'
.

2?39
(!Fo entries u oToro.-'clee vv or ' -r "?rah'IpWt "' "ir
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oGO - Protection

610 - -taEor $ervioo

igera oovere* rfeieelly all sections of the park on regular
ski patrols Tor feneral protection: and to take anew depth
readings s ' .-: wild''

u&l oenaua of Pro: ,

of the buffalo near sals were very s

Later sports KB& spseial i i aster S*asri®)

vice, requ 3 rod ape c ial s u ps rviei«3

*ray petrol? -wrr© *la© neoess&ry and r b ^-©re required to handle
travel ft the V'oct Entrance efter March If?*

The herdquartors staff spent considerable tisj© on the land acqui-
sition program and in aiakinr preparation for the fire protection trein-
lag school to be held April 3 to ?©, Inclusive •

620 - Police Protoot ion

On March 30, Duane R* Taylor, an ERA employee, was convicted of
petty larceny end sentenced to pay a fine o .00 and to be confined
for ?0 days in the Laramie County jail st Cheyi , ;•

680 - jloclflonts

On March
'

D bet-vee^r an fans

lance driven by a CC0 enrollee and towing an ."* truck steered
by an enrollee, ran into r Chevrolet coupe driven 1

.!• I loyod by the 82$ in TellowatOE• Hr*
•was slightly dasutgod but no one «&s " ured*

- Miscellaneous
WW»-.J»IW»—l » " i Mllll l I Wi n II

7'm reruler monthly >f Lccal />.
'

> d nion
was held at the Canteen or; Sf&rofe ly, Th
T# Faal Wilee* on legal res3

"'.
5 ho

business meeting a epeeiel feature sound ration • re wf shewn*

A son -was born to "r* v: . J. . . . > .

Hospital in Livingston or r. hiiloak is as :

watehsian for the Actional Poftt Service.

A son -was born to Mr* and lire* /l it*l
in Livingston on March 1?. gr* Dewing is employed as Chief Mechanic
with the C"C in the pa: ,

A daughter -was born to Mr» mnd Mrs* Glenn Williams at the Park
Hospital in Livingaton on ilarch 21* Ut» iilXXaaa is employed as a ©1

a
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in the Govomaent warehouse.

£Hrc&ers of the o&aHRmtty were surprised on with the an*
nounoemeni oi .v. ary Gapee ai art in

Livingston on November 18> 1 • fat kept the seorat of
their i * «ae revealed by &rs. . e be party
she gave on the twenty-third. Mrs. s e. ol

i« har is a temporary i \ in

the Parte Fn^ineer's of floe*

A danoe sponsor*
in the Cv >n Kareh *

h meeting ol Departiaent Heads and the Yellowstone Safety Con&iit-

t&e was hold on ggaroh 82 to discuss safety matters and the 1^2 ©;

*»tes#

J. . . Pt#
Aotin,;, Superintendent.

AMD
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Yellowstone

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

TRAVEL REPORT

National Park for the month of

This This
This Travel Month

Month Year Last
To Date I Year

Increase for

Travel Year
Last

Travel

Year
|

To Date Number Percent

IVATE TRANSPORTATION:

rs first entry,

:s reentry,

;orcycles, .......

total motor vehicles, . ,

sons entering via motor
licles, .

•sons entering via other
vate transportation, . .

V

l3 .

\>J .
. . ., •

L .

otal persons entering via
rivate transportation, . . .

ER TRANSPORTATION :

sons entering via stages,

sons entering via trains,

sons entering otherwise, . .

otal other transportation, .

ND TOTAL ALL VISITORS, . . .

I 1.

This Last

Year Year
Increase

Number Percent

omobiles in public camps during month, .

=pers in public camps during month, . . .
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Easter Sunrise Services March 2lj., I9I4.O

Mixed chorus composed of residents of Gardiner and
Mammoth and CCC Camp 5kh marching in at the beginning
of the services.

——.a
t

Easter Sunrise Song Services March 2l\. 3 I9U0
Part of crowd of some 1500 visitors gathering on
the highway to view the Services, The chorus and
electric organ in the foreground.
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Saster Sunrise Services March 2A, 1940*
Dr, Robert tf. Stevens, well known organist of
Chicago at the electric orgatron. The Services
were broadcast by station KWYO, Sheridan, Wyoming.

- #

Saster Sunrise Ser- ices March 24, 194-0*

Chorus of 100 mixed voices under the direction
of Mrs, Clifford Collins of Gardiner with Dr,

Robert W, Stevens at the electric orgatron.
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