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Report lal

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Yellowstone National Parte

Yellowstone Park, Wyoming

ffioe of the Superintendent

ffgATHSRi

SuBBaary of the April I9I48 Monthly Narrative Report for
TSLLOlSTQirs NATIONAL PARK

Below normal temperature* accompanied 'by frequent snow
Page

3PSCIAL ACTIVITIES

I8-SBRVICiS TRAINING.

iNSPscTioNSt

PUNS, MAPS AND

GSH3RAL PUBLICITY:

NAINTgNABCB.

flurries and high winds prevailed.
11°.

Maximum 65°, mini-

Supt. Rogers made k trips to Boseman. Joffe attends
Cooperative Day Dinner in Billings. Coomissloner
Wile ox on annual leave. Park friends saddened at death
of Ealsey Davidson. Road from Mammoth to 0. P. and
W. Y. opened April 30* JSast entrance opens May 20,
south May 25, northeast June 18*

In-Service training for Protection Division personnel
undertaken during Protection Conference* Training
outline on "Sound Driving Practices" completed

•

2

Following visited park during month t Charles D. Monteith,
William A. Dunn, Chester Brown, A. R. Henry, George
Grant, Merrill J. Mattes, gdwin C* Kenner, J. R. Spofford,
Frank W. Childs, James C. Svenden, Victor Sandberg, Robert
Kirkpatriok, Harry iff. Schults and Franklin J. Neubauer. 2

Mattson engaged on concessioner projects and drafting
work* Drawing Y&L-2197 completed. lenner assisted in
preparation plans for propane and oil installations and
expedited their approval.

Folders A and 3 received.

R. S. Gibbe, Colliers writer visitor. So publicity di-

rector to be employed for suismer* Publicity work to be
handled by Joffe. 112,000 broadsides on hand. Park
still inoonvenienoed by curtailment franking privilege.

Smew plowing continues throughout month. Spring opening
roads started April 26. New deck placed on first bridge
Gardiner to Mamnoth. Concrete diversion dike at Gardiner
Oil Plant constructed. Log crib replaced on east approach
bridge ever Yellowstone near Tower Falls. Restricted
load limit in effect. Maintenance crew placed on Gallatin
section. Rook and snow slides reported on Red Lodge-
Cooke road. Coleman truck shovel repaired.

2
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MPf CONSTRUCTION:

COJ3CSS3IQMS:

No action on road constrootion work. Residences at
Mammoth praotioally completed. Fourth of temporary
houses at Mammoth practically complete.

Rates for 0* F. swimming pool, hospital and medical
service for public and Haynes rates approved. Haynes
Mammoth Shop opened April 19 . R. H. Buck, Trevor
Povah, Gar Eelppie and Mrs. Pryor arrived. Huntley
Child moved office to Gardiner.

Page
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HTsapHasiyg ssst-

wjsmt ACTIVITIES
'DIBITS;

RESEARCH AND 0B-

NATURAL HISTORY
AS36ClAfM:

Il%RgA3g OR DS-
CRSAS2 II TBAVSLt

RANG3R SERVICE*

ANTSLOPS i

Condon talks before Livingston giwanis.
tlnued Tuesday night movies.

Watson con-

Considerable work done on rehabilitation museum ex-
hibit material. Case lights in Mammoth Museum re-
placed and museum cases prepared for summer* Work
tables and benches in museum recovered. 1+

Exhibit case for displaying fungi in 0. F. court
repaired and repainted. Court exhibit of forest
trees improved* 5

Groat gray owl attracts considerable attention at
Mammoth. Field trips made to 0. F. and observations
made of thcnsal phenomena. Considerable progress
made on place name cards. 5

Large portion of books for museums received. Com-
plete series of price labels for sales publications
prepared. March-April Nature Notes material
assembled and dummy completed. "Fur Traders and
Trappers of Old West* assembled. 5

"The History of Man in Yellowstone" probably not
available until July. Mo success in obtaining
librarian. Book stock for Custer purchased by
Library & Museum Assn. Duplicates of Yellowstone
best kodaslides purchased. Also #1+0 in stamped
envelopes to meet present mailing crisis. 6

lead to Mt. llashburn ski slopes opened. Road to

W. Y. and 0. F. opened April 30. 61J vehicles with
1501 passengers entered park during month. 6

Protection Conference held Apr. 21-28. Ranger activi-
ties during month varied. Observation made of winter
losses of large native animals* condition of surviving
animals and vegetative range cover. Considerable time

spent in revising park ranger Administrative* Report
and Checking Station Manuals. Detailed report on
accidents prepared. 6

During last of month scattered groups migrated to
higher elevations. First antelope in Lamar Valley
seen Apr. 29- 6
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BEARS

i

IISOK:

GOYGTSSt

Bear tracks observed In various areas.
seen in Midway Geyser Basin.

k gritzlies
Page

7

SLKi

TRUMPgm SWAU t

SASEBILL CRAHBS t

OSFRgY t

FORSST FIRS F&OTSC-

flOU:

TRAILS :

BUILDING FIRE FRO-
"~TlcTTO*!

iBnai Pirns BLism
~Ri?s*T"T<3!a?ran

FCRSST IKSgCTSt

ACCIDSBTS i

MISC3LLAKSOUS

Bison appear to have survived rather diffioult forage
winter wlHi out excessive losses. First calf observed
Apr. 15; 13 •••» in northern area by end month.

F&WX Servioe discontinued coyote poisoning in Tepee
Creek area. Ko current information on ooyote poison-
ing progress along Yellowstone rdver valley.

Many deer in poor flesh. Some general migration
toward higher elevations occurred.

Substantial herds remained in lower sections winter
range. Many elk in poor flesh but winter losses less
than anticipated. About JOQ have moved into park in
Gallatin ares. Meeting Upper Gallatin Conservation
Committee scheduled May 8-9* Meeting with Forest
Servioe officials on northern elk planned May 12, to
be followed by Absaroka Conservation Committee meeting.

Trumpeter swan observed at several locations.

Cranes reported at several locations.

Osprey seen at Canyon April 26 and 29*

Forest firs conference and school held in conjunction
Protection Conference. Two days devoted to fire sup-
pression subjects including field demonstrations*

Paoker and 2 laborers hired for trail work*

Routine inspections made at Mammoth. Fire occurred
in Klttams quarters April 25* One day ranger confer-
ence devoted to building fire protection.

Mostly men from last year 1 a crews will fill forces
this year. Some excellent leaders and supervisors
developed last year.

gvenden discussed forest insects at Conference.

Two automobile accidents occurred during month.

Joffe promoted to Administrative Assistant} Proper to
Personnel Clerk, CAF-5. Lueok transfer to Zlon and
Harry Reynolds transfer to Blue Ridge Parkway approved.

Coy and Bartee resigned. Muriel P. Baker, James L*

Collins and Geraldine f . Sllictt employed.

Monthly meeting MFFS held} card party in Canteen}
FSU sponsored rangers dance.
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Report 1ml

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Yellowstone National Park
Yellowstone Park, Wyoming

)ffloe of the Superintendent
May 6. 1&8.

MEMORANDUM for the Di rootor.

Following ie the report of activities for Yellowatone National Park
during the month of April l&S.

Weather Condition* . Below normal temperatures accompanied by frequent
•now flurries and high winds prevailed throughout most of the month. Because
of the low temperatures, the snow oover in the northern portion of the park
did not break up until the middle of the month, and a snow oover of unseason-
ably great depth remained in the interior and southern portions of the park
at the end of April. Preeipitation for the period was near normal and
amounted to 1.17 inches. The maximum temperature of 65 degrees was recorded
on the 28th at Mammoth, and the minimum temperature of 11 degrees was recorded
en the 1st. Only 3 clear days were observed* 19 ware partly cloudy and 8 were
cloudy.

Special Activities . Superintendent Rogers made several trips to Boceman
during the month to confer with Mr. J. S. Haynes on the renewal of his con-
tract, to obtain Information from the library, to discuss plans with the
architect for the Yellowstone Park Company and to discuss with officials of
the Montana Power Company the possibility of their bringing power to Mammoth.
Trips were made on April 1, 6, 16 and 28. Messrs. Kenner, Honteith and
Mattson accompanied him on the April 16th trip.

Administrative Assistant Jof fe represented the park at the Cooperative
Say Dinner held in Billings on April 21, sponsored by the Billings Commercial
Club. This Is an annual affair and 750 persons from Billings and the Midland
aspire attended the dinner*

9* S. Commissioner Wilcox was on annual leave from April 10. fie expeots
to return early In May*

Friends of Halsey M. Davidson, Architect, Region Two, were saddened to
learn of his passing in Oaaha on April 10. Halsey had visited the Yellowstone
on numerous occasions and had been vary helpful to this park in its many
problems. He made two visits to the Yellowstone last year, one from July 8
to 12 and another from September 1 to 7*

The road from Mammoth to Old Faithful and West Yellowstone was opened
to the publio on April 3°» The east entrance road is expected to be open on
May 20 and the south entrance on May 23* The northeast entrance road from
Red Lodge to Cooke should be open by June 18.
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In-Service Training . In-Service training for the Protection Division
for tho month covered the following aubjeotsi Protection Diviaion adminia-
trative policies* firo equipment demonstration} forost fire controls Dilator
rust control} inseot infeatationai building firo hesard inspection; woathor
forooaatingi traffic accidont lnveatigationj radio proooduro; and public
relations. A total of 1570 man houra ware devoted to In~Servloe training In
April, U4U0 of which took plaoo at the Protection Division conference held
between April 21-28* A training outline on "Sound Driving Practices" waa
completed during the month of April and will be used in subsequent months.

Inspections * Charlea D. Monteith, Chief, Slectrical Diviaion,
Washington, D. t. t in April 2 to review public utility rates and agreements.
Remained throughout month. William A* Dunn, F&WL Service, Boaeman, in April •

2 to dlaouaa fish planting. Chester Brown, Landacape Diviaion, A. R. Henry,
Engineer, George Grant, Photographer, and Merrill J. Mattes, Region Two, in
for short vlait April 10 and 11. j3dwin C. Kenner, Aasistant Chief, Safety
Diviaion, NPS, Washington, D. C*, in April 11 to assist with concessioner
safety problems; out 27* J* H. Spofford, USGS, Boise, Idaho, in April 10 to
read water gaugea* Prank W. Childa, Regional Forester, Region Two, in April
20 for Protection Conference 1 out 28* James G* Svenden, Bureau of Entomology
and Plant Quarantine, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, and Victor Sandberg, Training and
Supply Officer, Region I, U. 3. Foreat Service, Missoula, Montana, in April
23 for Protection Conference 1 out 24* Robert Kirkpatrick, Fire leather
Meteorologist and Barry W* Sohults, Fire Weather Aaaiatant, Boise, Idaho,
in April 26 for Protection Conference) out 27* Franklin J. Neubauer, Land-
scape Architect, Region Two, in April 26 for three weeks to assist in prepar-
ing drawings*

Plana , Mapa and Survey

a

* Realdent Landacape Architect Mattaon spent
considerable time on conoesaioner projects and drafting work, including
Master Plan drafting. The only Service drawing completed during the month
was drawing YSL-2197, West Thumb Development Study* This la one of a act
of two or three aheeta for the area.

Mr. Sdwin C. Kenner, Aaaiatant Chief, Safety Diviaion, arrived in the

park April 11 to aaaist in the preparation of adequate plans for propane
and oil installations and expedite their approval during his stay in the
park* Every proposed site for boiler installations and boiler house instal-
lations waa visited if It was poaaible to drive to the area even though the
ground waa covered to about four feet of anow in most place a. Lake and
Fishing Bridge roads had not been opened. The automatic aprlnkler installa-
tions were reviewed also. Mr. Kenner approved the following plana for the

Director while he waa in the parki YSL-8O79-3, 3099, 8O96 and 8O5I. Meaara.
Rogera, Kenner, Mattaon and Mesara. Child and Ballin of the Yellowetone Park
Company visited the company* s architect in Boseman on April 16 to review
details of construction plana.

General Publiolty . The first supply of "A" folders issued by the Teiiow-
atone Park Company waa received on April 21. The "Bw folders were received
on the 22nd.

2
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R. S. Gibbs, free lance writer for Collier* Hagasine, was a visitor to
the park on April 21 and 22 gathering material for a Yellowstone story to
be released during the summer.

The Yellowstone Park Company does not propose to employ a publicity
director for the 19^8 season but such publicity as will be released from the
park will be handled by Administrative Assistant Joffe. Spot news stories
will be furnished the wire services either by telephone or telegraph.

A total of 112,000 Yellowstone broadsides were on hand at the end of
the month. Despite the faot that the park was granted an additional allot-
ment of 21400 free mailings during the month it was not possible to even take
oare of the regular run of oorrespondence and we were prevented from answer-
ing hundreds of requests for information and sending out literature*

Maintenance . Snow plowing was continuous throughout the month. Roads
were kept open (Gardiner to Cooke. Mammoth to Old Faithful and Mammoth to
Canyon, as well as 8 miles on the Tower Falls to Canyon road for skiing.
Plowing of the Gardiner to Cooke seotlon was heavier than any previous April
for many years.

Snow plows started the regular spring opening of roads on April 26 with
four rotary plows, beginning at Canyon, and on April $d were at Lake. The
water content of the snow is very high and plowing slow.

The Mamaoth Roed Maintenance Crew was organised on April 6 and have
been clearing up the Maamoth to Gardiner section and patching.

The special crew under Foreman Rorwick replaced the deck on the first
bridge above Gardiner on the Gardiner to Mammoth road* They also constructed
the concrete diversion dike at the Gardiner oil plant under plan NP/YSl 5659

•

At the end of the month this crew was working on replacing a log crib on the
east approach to the bridge over the Yellowstone River at Tower Falls. Guard
rail will also be placed at this location.

A restricted load limit is still in effect on all roads.

On April 12 a small maintenance crew was sent to the Gallatin section.
It was necessary to go in by way of Livingston and Boseman, as the road from
Madison to ITest Entrance was not open*

Three large rock and snow slides are reported on the switchbacks on the
Red Lodge to Cooke road.

Snow removal operations are on praotiealiy the same schedule as a year
ago.

The Coleman truck shovel secured from surplus has been completely re-
paired and Is ready for use.

5
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Bow Construction . There was no action during the month on the only
major construction project, the Moran to Tel lowstone approach road, Section
C, which was still snowbound*

On Accounts 1431 end 432, Residences at Mammoth, the placing of cupboard,
kitchen linoleum, outside siding and painting will complete these two resi-
dences* On Account U01, Temporary Houses at Mammoth, the fourth and last
house under this job is oomplete with the exoeption of cupboard doors and out-
side painting* Two thousand feet of prefabricated wooden walks are now in
place, 2,000 lineal feet are ready for placing and enough lumber is on hand
for 2,000 feet additional.

Concessioners . The rates for the Old Faithful swimming pool were approved
on April 1, the rates for hospital and medical service to the general public
on March 26 and the rates for Haynes, Inc. on April 12.

Mr. J* 8* Haynes visited the park on April 2. The Haynes Mammoth Shop
was opened on April 19 *nd Mr. Haynes moved his offices to the park the

following day, closing his offices in Boseman for the summer.

Mr* R. H* Buck, Assistant Manager, Hotel Division, Y? Company arrived
in the park on April 5» Mr* Trevor Povah, Vice President, Hamilton Stores,

Inc., and Mr* Oar Helppie, Manager, arrived in the park on April 15 and

opened the Hamilton operations at Old Faithful. Mr. Huntley Child, Secretary,
TP Company, moved his offices from Helena to (Sardine* on April 21. Mrs*

Anna K* Piyor, Pryor Stores, Inc., arrived in the park on April 27*

SttgggSJB jSBSSS: •" April 15 Ch4#f P<urk S**w*U»t Condon gave
* talic to the Livingston Kiwanis Club on Yellowstone Park* This program was
well attended and received by the members of this organisation. Park
naturalist Watson continued to run the Tuesday night motion-pictures for toe
community program in the oanteen.

Jfaf;"8 Activities and Sxhlbits . A great deal of work was accomplished
during the month toward the rehabilitation of museum exhibit materials.
Fourteen new Piker mounts were made up for the forest exhibit at Old Faithful
and new labels prepared for these. All museum exhibit labels which are in
positions where they are touched or might be handled by people, were oovered
with Thermium film. It has been found by us that this film works very satis-
factorily under conditions Acre it is maintained at a more or less uniform
temperature. Those labels which were covered with it last season and left
in the museums where they were subject to subsero temperatures are all losing
the Thermium film from their surface. Tfierover such oovered labels were used
it would be necessary that they be returned to the headquarters museum for
storage during the winter montha.

All ease lights in the Mammoth Museum were replaced with new ones and
the exhibit cases made ready for use during the summer. All work-tables and
work-benches in the museum basement were recovered with oilcloth and heavy
paper.

(dfcnretoM P<»t« Wy««tatV
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The exhibit case for displaying fungi in the Old Faithful oourt was
brought to Mammoth and thoroughly repaired, repainted, and returned to Old
Faithful* Also the oourt exhibit of the forest trees of Yellowstone was
brought in and all of the tree seotions were sanded and given a fresh surface
so that people might better see the true character of the wood of the forest
trees found in tha park. These were all again returned to the Old Faithful
Mueeusi court and put in place, with new descriptive labels accompanying them.

Researoh and Observations . On March 31a Great Gray Owl established
itself In the vicinity of the Mammoth Post Office. This bird proved to be
a source of interest to the members of the community until about April 10
when it disappeared. Up until that time it was observed sitting on the porch
railing at the Post Office, on top of the steel posts and protective fenoes
around shrubs, on the lamp posts and other convenient positions. On many
occasions various people observed it catching mice and most of the local
camera fans secured excellent photographs of it. It was possible to walk
up to the bird, stroke its feathers and aotually to raise its feet and get
it to perch on your finger. T?e secured a number of very good 2Rx 2nkodaohrome
slides and about 100 feet of movie pictures.

Field trips were made to Old Faithful on the 9th, 13th, 26th and 27th
of the month. On these trips observations were made of the thermal phenomena
in the Morris Geyser Basin, Lower, Midway, and Upper Geyser Basins. Some
pictures were made of the Old Faithful and Grand geysers. The snow conditions
along the Gibbon and Firehole Rivers were very interesting, especially the
huge snow oaps on the Isolated boulders in the streams and some good pictures
were secured of these.

There has been much accomplished toward the proper filing of all of the
place names cards in the Yellowstone Park Plaoe lames file.

Mature! History Association . During the month a large portion of the
books to be handled by the Library and Museum Association were received.
These have been inventoried and allocated to the Mammoth, Old Faithful and
Fishing Bridge Museums and all book sales stock placed in readiness for
distribution to these stations.

There have been prepared a complete series of price label cards for use
with sales publications. This was necessary due to the increase in price of
almost every item itileh will be handled this season.

The material for Mature Notes which should have been published the first
of April has been assembled' and a dummy copy completed at the close of the
month. It is anticipated that the March-April Sature Motes will be out by
the 12th of May and that the May-June issue will be oompleted on time.

The Association's publication "Fur Traders and Trappers of the Old ^estB

was assembled during the month and a total of 2,ij25 copies are available for
sale.

5
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Tho book entitled "The Hiatory of Man in Tellowetone M by t)r, Merrill D.

Baal which ni to have boon published by tho Prairio Publishing Company of
Caspar , Wyoming, during tho past wintor apparently will not bo aval labia
until July, if than.

There has basn considerable correspondence in an attempt to secure the
services of a librarian and to date one has not been secured. The Association
has purchased the book stook for Custer Battlefield National Monument, and
have alao financed the purchasing of 2,100 2n x2n duplicates of Yellowstone's
best Kodas lidos for use by the Naturalist Division in interpreting park
features. The Association has also purchased $1*0 worth of stamped envelopes
for use by the National Park Service, meeting the present mailing crisis.

Increase or Decrease in Travel . The road from tho North Gate through
the park to Cooke, Montana, and the road from Tower Falls to the Mt. Washburn
ski field wore open to travel through the month. Many ski enthusiasts availed
themselves of the good skiing on tho Mt. mshburn slopes. The road from
Mammoth to tho West Entrance and Old Faithful waa opened for travel on the
30th. Approximately 30 ears entered the Wsst Gate on the opening day.

A total of 613 vehicles with 1301 passengers entered the park during
the month as compared to 1216 visitors in 515 vehicles for April 19U7* The
total number of persons entering the park to date during the travel year is

20,222 as compared with 11,852 parsons entering tho park during the same
period of the preceding year.

Ranger Service . The Protection Division Conference was held during the

period April 21 through 28. A wide range of subjects dealing with such topics
as Public Relations, Accident Investigations, Forest Fire Problems, Forest
Insect Control, Fire Weather Forecasting and Building Fire Inspections was
covered.

longer activities during tho month were varied. The major portione of
the wintor range of the large native animals wore covered for the purpose of
determining the extent of the winter losses and to obtain information on the
condition of the surviving animals and the vegetative range cover.

A considerable amount of work was accomplished in revising and bringing
up to data the Park Bangor's Administrative, Report and Cheeking Station
Manuals. A detailed report analysing all automobile accidents that occurred
during 1947 was prepared. Copies wore submitted to the Director and to the
Regional Director, Region Two*

Other Protection Division activities consisted of road patrols j measuring
snow depths and taking water content of snow courses 1 snow removal from build-
ings; maintenance and repair of protection and fire fighting equipment 1 and
inspection and servicing of fire extinguishers in the buildings of the Mammoth
area.

Wildlife and Fish Cultural Activities . ABTSLOPS. Oaring the latter part
of April scattered groups of these animals migrated to higher elevations* The
first antelope was aeon in the Lamar Valley on April 29, a one 35 miles from
the winter range.

6
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33ARS. Bear tracks wire observed in various areas of the park through

-

out the latter part of the month* Tracks vera first noted in the Canyon area
on April 23* Pour grizzlies were seen in the Midway Geyser Basin area,
olosely associating with a small herd of bison.

SXSOB. Bison in all areas where observed appeared to have survived a
rather difficult forage winter without excessive losses. Some were in poor
flesh* First calf of the season was observed near Slough Creek on April 15

.

One was seen near Blacktail Deer Creek on the 3°th and two others were
reported near Mammoth about the same time. By end of the month 1* newly
born calves had been seen in the northern area*

COYOISS. The **ish and Wildlife Service discontinued poisoning of coyotes
in the Tepee Creek area along the Gallatin River about April 10 and poisoned
baits were removed* Two poisoned coyotes were observed near the park boundary
during the month* No current information on a similar coyote poisoning pro-
gram which was conducted earlier in the winter along the lower Yellowstone
River valley was obtained.

D53ER. Many of the deer were in poor flesh* Some general migration
toward higher summer range occurred* About mid-April small beginning of new
antler growth appeared on most of the busks*

2L&. Although elk appeared in increasing numbers as far eastward as

the Lamar River valley, substantial herds remained on the lower sections of
their winter range, both inside and outside the park. Herds of 1,000 to
1,500 were foraging regularly at night and during the early morning hours
in the Stevens Creek section. Considerable numbers have been seen outside
the park*

Many of the elk are in poor flesh, but winter losses appear to have
been somewhat less than was earlier anticipated. A survey of the northern
winter range within the park revealed an actual count of 11*2 dead elk since
date of the census on February 19. Estimates from the three northern
distriots place the probable winter loss within the park at 245* It is

anticipated that winter losses outside the park will be estimated by the
U. S* Forest Service after surveys in early May.

In the Gallatin area approximately 'fQQ have moved into the park along
Daly, Black Butte and Specimen creeks and along the upper Gallatin River, as

compared with about 150 during the major portion of the winter* Many of
these are reported to be in poor physical condition, especially the yearlings.

A meeting of the Upper Gallatin Conservation Committee is scheduled to
be held at the Cinnamon Ranger Station on the Gallatin national Forest on
May 8-9; problems affecting the Gallatin elk herd will be discussed.

On May $2 a meeting with U. S. Forest Service officials is planned at
Mammoth for discussion of problems relating to the northern Yellowstone &lk
Herd. This will be followed by a meeting of the Absaroka Conservation Commit-
tee at Mammoth on May 15-16.

7
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TRUMPS! SB. SWANS. Two trumpeter swans were observed en the Madison River
near Baker's Hole on April 2. On April 13 a pair was seen near "Slide** Lake
between Mammoth and Gardiner. Two were seen In tine Horseshoe area along the
Laner River on April 19 and 3°»

SANDHILL CRANES. These birds have been reported along the Yellowstone
River near Trout Creek, Fountain Flats area, Roaring Mountain area and at
several other locations

•

OSPRSY. Osprey were seen at Canyon on April 2^ and 29.

Forest Fire Protection . The Yellowstone forest fire conference and
school was held in conjunction with the regular Ranger Conference. A total
of two days was devoted to fire suppression subjects and included field
demonstrations of pumpers, outboard motors, fire trucks and flame throwers.
Beneral fire protection topics and a day* s fire problem were taken up in the
conference room. Seven members of the Yellowstone large fire organisation
units acted as chairmen in the fire problem, which was based on the Chipmunk
Creek fire of 1931, and led discussions on the probable action of the smoke-
chaser, fire boss, dispatcher, scout, sector boss and foreman.

Trails . A packer and two laborers were hired to report May 15 for trail
work. This makes a total of five committments for trail crew members.

Building Fire Protection. Routine inspections were made of building
fire protection facilities in Government buildings in the Mammoth area, and
sans fire extinguishers were repaired and replaced.

A fire occurred in the attic of Residential Building Ho* 7 at Mammoth
at about 9*00 a.m. on April 23* The fire was discovered before it had gained
any appreciable headway and was extinguished by the village fire brigade with
estimated damage amounting to not more than 135*30. The exact cause of the

fire is not known but it was definitely determined that it was not defective
electrical wiring or appliaaoes.

One full day of the Ranger Conference was devoted to building fire
protection instruction and discussions. Mr. Kenner devoted half a day to
discussion of propane gas and oil burning installations and inspections of
large establishments. The other half day was devoted to the use, care and
application of fire extinguishers.

Unite Pine Blister Rust Control . From the number of informal applioa-
tions for employment whioh have been received to date, it appears that
Blister Rust Control in Yellowstone has received quite a little publicity.
It is anticipated that we will be able to fill our labor requ ireaents on
this project this season with men who were employed on the same project last
year. Some excellent leaders and supervisors were developed in last year's
operations and some of these men have been r&fBrr&d to other Service areas for
strawboss and foreman positions.

•
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All of the ribes pioks on hand have been sharpened, the anticipated
AMAT3 requirements for the season have been received and fifty kapok sleeping
bags have been received*

Forest Insects * We were fortunate in having Senior Entomologist James

C. Svenden available to devote one-half day of our ranger conference to a
discussion of forest insects, their prevalence and improvements that have
been recently made in effecting control measures.

Accidents. Two automobile aooidents occurred in the park during the
months One was a collision of two vehioles on the West Yellowstone -Gallatin
road. No one was injured and only moderate damage resulted. A new Chevrolet
station wagon being driven from the Northeast Gate to the North Gate caught
fire while descending the Yellowstone hill at the Yellowstone Elver bridge.
The driver barely had time to drive off the road at the east end of the bridge
and leave the vehicle before it burst into flame. The station wagon was
entirely consumed and the cause of the fire was not determined.

Personnel . Joseph Joffe was promoted to the position of Administrative
Assistant, CAF-9, effeotive March 25, I9I48. Mr. Joffe has held the position
of Assistant to the Superintendent since its oreation in 1927

•

William G. Proper was promoted to the position of Personnel Clerk, CAF-5,
effective March 25, 19ij8.

The transfer of Park Ranger Rudolph P. Lueck to Zion and Bryoe Canyon
National Parks was approved on April 6 but due to lack of funds in that area
it is not likely that the transfer will be effective until after July 1*

Notice of the transfer of Park Ranger Harry V* Reynolds to Blue Ridge
Parkway was received on April 3°» Mr. Reynolds expects to leave for his new
8tation May h»

Srvin F. Coy, Guard, resigned at f tOQ a.m., April 7 and James M. Bartoe,
Electrician, resigned at the close of business April 16.

Seasonal employees entered on duty during the month included Muriel P.

Baker, Stenographer-Comptometer Operator, CAF-3* April 7* James L. Collins,
Clerk-Typist, CAF-3, April 19 J Geraldine Y. Elliott, Clerk-Stenographer, CAF-5,
April 16.

Betty Lee Prosniek entered on duty as a Clerk-Stenographer, CAP-i*, in
the Naturalist Division, vice LeRoy B. Van Cott, on April 20*

Miscellaneous . The regular monthly meeting of Local No. i}65# NFFS, was
held in the Canteen on April 5« Th* Maamoth Library Association held a card
party in the Canteen on April 16. The Federal Bnployees Union sponsored a
dance during the Protection Conference, held in the Canteen on April 2i+.

Sdmund B. Rogers,
Superint endent

.
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The rotation method of instruction was used in field
demonstration at the Ranger Conference and Fire School,

The group in the foreground is receiving instruction
in the operation of fire trucks, the center group at

right learning to operate outboard motors and pacific
pumpers while the background group is receiving training
in the use of flame throwers.

•
--•>'*

Group receiving instruction in the operation of

pacific pumpers and outboard motors.

Fhotos by Park Naturalist Condon*








