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ICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO.

A2823

Report ImL

Soasmxy of the f4areh 1955 Mcoithly Narrative Report
TELm^STOME NATIC^AL PARK

WEATHEl:

SPHJIAL
ACnVITIESj

IDISPECTICMS:

^UBLICirr:

PLMS, MPS
AND SURVETS:

MIKOTAKCE:

BOAD SIGSS ;

a)liPUIIITS ;

COKGESSIC^EaSi

Stors^. HS#i precipitation.
VMst, maxjjmim 55*^ at Tower.
Coaiarison saiow depths.

Park jjiiniamim -40 at
30 mph ^dMs at East.

Pag®

Oonsiderable aanowpiLofwing,

2-3

ik>gers trip Demrer to (Jstmha. & return to paiic,

Kittaais to range meeting k to military training.
Mulligan retisrned with cargo paradmtes. liobinson

& nailer to Mraieapolis ibr tankers. Mcllullin k
Abbis to Uish for surplus. Barrows to Teton; to
Iftssoula & (a.aci«p. Ifettson to Denver oonfep with
BHl. Proper to Columbus & Billings re personneOl.

I'forkload survegr reports saibmitted. Pi^sfessional mmi
on 2nd 2-week surve^r. Mew Grievance Cosm. Stanton
Qiairssui School Board. C. S. exaim, $177«63 tor
Red OrosB, U. P. plow & train to West lell.

Barnes MacDonald in re snm removal costs. J. C«

Urquhart & Donald Kevin^ U.S.F.S., in; Sevin nmt
at Gardiner.

9CXX) Yellowstone & 10,000 Big Hole fblders from Wash,

1955 broadside duioBgr reviewed. Article in Parade
Ifegaaine on awwaobile trips to 0. F. Spring issue
Hi^vsy "Rpav^^r has Lower Falls on cover. Ilyoming

hi^way soap has 3 pictures lellowstone, 3-4

Sfettson to Denver re roads. Plans Canaron cabin area
roads, etc., Firehole to Biscuit Basin parking areas,

can3p^?ourKi tables. IfecDonald in re snoisr rcasoval.

Engineers on pGLans F. B. & Canyon areas. 4

4

36 new Canyon road signs. Sign for West Entrance. 4

3 cosaplaints handled, 4-5

Dr. Gould left; nurse here. Child to San Francisco

concessioner conf.; to Chicago Hotel Assn. conf.

F. J. Haller, YPCo. Lodge Supervising Chef, in.

IPOo. garage reopened. YPCo. A & B Folders received.

2 amendmants to YPCo rates. YP Service Station rates

approved. Hayneses in. Haynes Annual Report sent.

Flans approved Haynes u.F, shop addition; disapproved

Tower store changes. 5
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JEI^glQUS Simdi^ School. Saa«lar Soiiool Ficmlc at Laaaar.

^myicm: church. - 4:

UTERFIIETITO Interpretive SeTelopiaiit Oatliiie. Ge^serlasd mrl®
SBIiVICBS : shown radid -statloR msa, lerksnham tallc to ^r<ltii«p

PTA on Calif. Parks and to Qardlii«r Sdiool ©ix Bacifie
States Parks. Co2»lsii ppogp®i®@ t® Litrfegstea CSiajsiljer

©f CoiHsiere® 4 Qarddia^r lag!©® dixsi^r. 4.

li?SM?M3 AID Reviewed proof Josms» b@aT®r thesis. Bliue birds, r«d«-

^CEmil^ i wiiiged blackbird® fe rebiias. f

MWBAL HISIXBI Hei^ailaa aeqiaainted with issn. book sal^s. Bou^t -.

ASSOClAIICM : &$ slides tr&m B^^^ Hte. latare Asaa. ftw»f aaaii-

script Tanaer reptile S: aij^hibian r©vl®f©d, 4#000 t©
b© printed. Getting suppl^ O.F. storf• Uatare Motes. 7

BI-3SEVI01 Staff i^etdug & p:*©8«B,tation mmQiy l^ok t© Miggiiss.

fMIHIHa s Wecicl^ M«(ws. 7 in Mechanical QiT. to Igsitism Sehoel
at linringstoB. !^?k€aiham ©rifaitaticm. IfeTi® ihip««ii

; :^ eojsmmitgr on safe drlTiag. W^

I^TOif 2046 in 614 ear®, 2110 in 626 ears la0t lar^. 17
trips by ano^aobH©. . #'

RAKGM SMtVXGE s Elk trapping and ski md W@a»«l patrals. #

MIDLIFE ; M i Trapping stopped 11th. 593 shipped for sm&m, ai
turned loose as bo request, fesatlafactoiy teatiagi
1356 total reliction. loeci for ilirect control. Elk
scattered. Kittaras reports aost t» fair Heshi u©

: asa^or mov^ieats. 17 tagged wli«a in tsmps, 1 pr@irlous3^

i^^ed i!Jh®n lifted to himtiiig arm in 1952.

BIGIgBK t EittasEs* obsoi-mtions. f

BISOi i Bison seen cm patrols. f

FISH: Firfiteg r«gs. ia F©d, l«^t«r| adnar ehsuifti. 9

EAI?CSB s Kittaa®* ©bsermtions^ conditions above aTerag®.
Kittaais t© raag® roseaiwh conf.j Bo^oiaaii. $

E^f ECEK Authority & offers to 5 fire control aids. Possible
OfmWM i elimination some fire weather stations^ discussed,

Helson plotting paat readings, revision Step-Up KLan. 10

BUipgO FIRE Extinguisher maintsnance completed. EsctSnguishw
MOfECmm t inv^entoiy. Mew Maiamoth Fire Personnol Organization. 10

BLXSTEE BUST : Overhead personnel acc^t emplo^fment; im^sslbl© get
laborers laatil Sec. approval for other ons^Qj^eB, Info
tm limds delagring purchase pmap & recrttitment chokers. 10

'
:: x^li^fwsto'^B '•-irk WyMnirig'
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FOREST INSECTS;

nmm & cjoifiAL!

:mAILS & 3IGMS:

ACCIDE3STS!

DS/lTHSi

BmiKS:

RiESOMELs

MISCELLAWBOUS:

Spruce budwonn discnssed by Barrows & U.S.P.S. laan at
Mssoula, May spray here. Chads, should be made werra

broods froa \mrk if funds vdJl.l be available epraj.

All horses k niules at Lamar; treataent for mange.
Woric on saddles k riding equipment at Laaar.

New Dsan on signs. Considerable sign i»rk done.

2 vehicle accidents, 1 Class B in W. Yell. District,

Russd i^alqwist, Sfenager Lake Lodge, died in Florida,

Daughter bom to Thomas Sehoders,

Stitt to Sup. Paric Ranger, Rockjr Mbn. & Rohn to Sup,

Park Ranger, V/ind Cave. Budge from Badlands to Sup,

Park Ranger here. Vfei. Wigf^ine, Sanitation Officer,
retired after soaie 40 years, ^iarjorie Proper seas.

Clerk-Stoao. Authority appoint seas. Rangers &
Naturalists outside registers,

Pot-Luck Supper for Dr. Goulds. cJunds^ School Picnic,

F.E.U. & A,F,G,E, meetings.

Paf;e

10-11

n

11

11

11

11-12

13

ill
T^no'w'Htn'i'i (, v«rK. Wyi)n.'«.<^
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UNITED STATES
Report ImL

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ^

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

YELLOWSTONE PARK. WYO.
ICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

April 7, 1955

To: fhe Director

From: Superintaident, Yellowstone llational Park

Subject: Ifonthly Report fbr Ifeireh 1955

Follovdng is the report of activities fbr leHowstone
national Park during the month of l&rch 1955

1

Weather Ctonditions . Weather conditions M&re typical for
March 'vd.th ve^y h±^ winds, low teiaperatures and stoms. !Sie total
precipitation at Ifenimoth -was 1.71 in<^es which is ,14 inch hi^er than
a nine-year average, and »22 incli njore tlian in Iferch 1954» T€E^)era-

tiires ranged from -17** on the aotii to 50^ on the 27th. A total of 23
indies of sncfi/ fell during the mfmth at Mai!iao"Ui with precipitation
recorded on 19 days.

The mir.liiBJM teraperattxre in the park d\iring the Bonth visas -j-AO

at if/est Jtobrance on Jferch 5. On the saae d^ Jfeusinoth recorded -15°,
Soirth Entrarase -36 , ^.sj Entrance -^ , Tower Fall -32 , laimr Unit -26°,
and Yellowstone Lake -35 . The imximan tecqoerature was 55° at Tower
Fall on fferch 29.

Eightgr-sailes-pravhoxir winds were reported at last Entrance on
the 6th and 12th, A motor vehicle ^ms turned over and other damage
resulted just east of the paric.

A conpariscm of snow d^ths for varioiis locations in the park
at the dose of the lataith is listed as follows!

Location 1954 1955

Ma2!BX>th S indies X& inches
Tower Fall 22 fi 22 n

West YeLlo^fstone 43 » 50 n

South Ihtsranc© 69 n 60 »

East Ehti^ace 49 H 35 II

Northeast Entrance 51 tl 28 II

Canyon 49 ir 52 II

Lake 3S H 36 n

Norris 37 II 35 H
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Special Activities . Supordjittaadeait Rogers coEtixmed on
assi^iiaent in Denver on his legislative histoiy prc jact ^mtil Iferch 13
when he left for Oasalia to attend the Region Two Superintmdoits Meeting
Ifarch 14-18. He returned to Denver \he 19th and on the 22nd left
vdth !&*«!. Rogers on return to the park, arriving th© folloifing day,

BioiogiEt Sittaas attended a Big Gacie and ^Eiestic Livestock
Range Research Meeting at Ifentana Stat© Oollege, Bozm^sa, !fe,r<^ 1 and 2.
On the ISth he depaii^ed on mlltary leave for tvjo weefes training at tine

U. S. liaval Air Staticm, Denver, Colorado 3 butt return^ the 26th due
to the soriotts illness of Mr&, KittaB©.

Smokejusper S<$md Leader IfiJligan x»etumed l&rch 2 froia Pasoo,
Washington, with 125 aurplus cargo parachutes, having left the pax^
Februax^/ 26,

Meciianical Siiperviasr Eobinaon and Shop ForeiaaBt JEller left l:gr

ti^in Jferch 6 for J^meapolis, !-5inne»ota, to take deliveiy of feiw

International tank trucks and drive thosii back to the park, f^iety returned
Iferch 11.

Electrical Supervisor !fcl>tillin and Ifechanic Abbie left ^reh 7
for Ogden, CXLearfield and Iboele, Utah, for surplus equipment, returning
the 11th.

Forester Barrows left for Teton ykrch 14 t© discuss
Plan Developmsit Outline on Forestry, returtdng th© IStli. On the 27th
he left to confer with Forest Service officials at Missoula, Mantana,
aod with the Superintendeait and staff at Glacier on forestiy mittacs.
He expects to return April 1,

Park Landscape /ir«^iitect Mrttson left ferch 2B for D€»iver for
conferaice -with Bxjr€jau of J\iblic Roads offiGials on proposed road
construction plans and other park road .matters

;>
retiiming the 30th.

Personnel Assistant l^lroper isade a trd.p Ms^rcli. 29 to Colxoifotis

and Billings, l-fontana, on recruitment and to confer tdth Bureau of
Reclamation personnel officials on perscgmel laatters.

The workload survey reports arsi suraimries thereof of all
penaanont personnel during the period Januai^j? 30-Fetruar3r 26 as well as
yearly cstjiaates by all in grades GS~5 and above eaccej* Superintendent
and Assistant Sup^edntendoit and all ungraded personnel were prepared
for imllinn to the Re^^on Two Office Jferch 4, leaving in the l&rdi 5

nail. All professional personnel are keeping a detailed record of i«Drk

done for the period March 28-April &, A simi lar record was kept for
January 17-23 and the two remaining periods to maintain such records
will be June 7-17 and August 8-19.

Teliowstone Fark, V7y.crii-»'
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A new GrieTance Gon!fiiJl.ttee for tim park was appointed March 4
with WiHiata G. Proper, Ghalpraani l!homas K, Qany and Eoger H, Miller,
Headers; and &ttlliaja C, Jferdis suad Merrill D. B@al, Alt^mstes.
Joseph Joffe is Approving Officer to review reeojammdations imde try

the ConEidttee.

Willis Stanton was appointed Iferch 7 as Cim^jcuan of the
Tellowstone National Psark School Board to fill the vacancy created lagr

the transfer of Rvbm. 0. Hart to Rocky l^oimtain, which term will
expire Au^^ust 1, 1955* The other lacnibers of the Board are Mrs, Alice H,

Qulst, Secretary-Treasurer, vftiose term will eacpire Au^^ast 1, 1955^ arid

!fe,7nard B, Barroi^, v^ose term will expire August 1, 1957

•

The Local Civil Service Board held an exaaination llarc^ B for
Accounting and Auditing Clerk, QS^U, and Accountant and Auditor, (J.'i>-5

and 6, with one coa^setitor, and. one for Stenographer-iypist, 03-1-4,
on Blarcl:i 30, with three ooiapetitors. Personaal Assistant Proper
conducted the ajcajslnations.

The Araerieaa lied Cross Drive closed with a total of $177.63
having be^n collected in the pari:, exceeding last jear's record laiy

$40.00. Tliomas F, ELa conducted the drive.

The Union Pacific Railroad anowplow started trom. Ashton,
Idaho, Jferoh 2L to open the track to West Xellowstene, the plow and
train arriving at i/est Yellowstone the following day.

Inspections . Barnes HacDonaid, Highway Engineer', Re^on Two,

arrived Iferch 29 to stu<^ anow rcB»vai costs, expecting to depart
April 2 for Glacier on snow x^oaoval and avalanche control laatters.

J. C. Urquhart, Forest Supervisor, Boaeinan, and Donald Jieviii,

District Ranger, U. S. Forest Service, Qardiner, visited, at the
offices March 17. Mr. Mevln transferred in early Wirch frosithe posi-
tion of Assistant Ranger at Bozoimn replacing John Morrison wlio

transferred to Grangevill©, IdsJ-io,

Puiblicitjy
;
. On Iferch 3, 9,000 telloi-/stone broadsides for 1954

as well as 10,000 gig Hole Battlefield Ifeiti»:>na3. Manuaaent folders were
received from the Washington Office. A total of 76,000 1954 Teaiow-
stone broadsides rieaoained on hand at the end of Jferch.

The dujTffi^ for the 1955 lellcwstotte broadside was received and
reviewed on March 10,

The Iferdi 13 issue of Parade MBijgtagine carried an Illustrated
article on xdjiter trips from West XaLlowstone to Old Faithful via
Boasdaardier Sno^aix>bile«

TflU.-^Trcton^ rv,rV. Wyo.w}n^
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Ihe Spring 1955 issue of the Hl^vay Traveler , official
publication of the Greyhound Bus Lines, has for its cover a beautiful
picture of the Lo\fer Falls of the Grand CaiiBron of the Yellowstone River.
E, M, Jones, Editor and Pudilisher of the imgaziine, visited the park
the last two years as a laember of the Travel Editors group and has
been responsible for a lot of excellent publicity for Yellowstone and
other areas adrainistered b(y the National Park Service.

The 1955 Ivyoming Mighway Jfep prepared by the Wyoming State
Highvr^'- Department contains three colored pictures of Yellowstone Pax^c

scenes, one of the Ixjwer Falls of the Yellowstone River, one of Old
Faithful, and one of Soda Butte vjtiich was tinJkaa by PazHc Naturalist
Condon,

Plans . Ifcipa and Surveys . E«sL4ent Landscape Architect Mittson
made a tirip to Denver ferch 28-30 to confer on laajor road construction
vfith Bureau of Public Roads Project Engineers and spent the reraainder

of the time in the office, devoting considerable tixae to the layout
of roads in tiie Canyon Cabin Area. The Canyon cabin area roads,
paricing areas and cabin sites Plan NP-YEL-^5^D was completed and
fort\rarded to the i-Jestem Design, VJashington and Regional Offices.
He also preapred Plan NP-YEL-2466, Paricing Arecis, Route C, Firehole
Cascades to Biscuit Basin for proposed contract by the BPR and tw>
revised plans for Cainpground Tables, Drawings Mos. NP-YEL-2464 stnd

2465, each for diraension Iwttoer and using 3-Inch-thick plank for all
parts, estinnted to cost about $65 fabricated plus installation cost.

Regional Highway Engineer MacDonald vms in the park Iferch 29
to Apt'il 2 worfcing on snow removal cost data and other road siatters.

Assistant Engineers Schndd and Ketciiam spent the entire iJionth on
dravriLng plans for Fisliing Bil,dge campground roads and utilities and
CarQTon cabin area utilities,

Ifeintenance . The road maintenance crew was kept bu^ with
enow pdovdng operations. It was necessary to send the rotary plows to
dear deep drifts that the push plows could not get through. Soiae

snow removal equipment was used every day except tvRD during the month.
MDst of the month was cold with liigh winds and considerable anow. It
seems that snovr d^ths in most areas are n^r nonml,

Hoad Si^js . Thirty-six rustic signs are being made for the
Canyon area in accordance with recoranendations of the sign comndttee,
shortaiing the text and increasing some tiie lettering siae over that of
the old signs. A large rustic sign for the VIest I^ntranee is also
being fabricated.

Complaints . Three letters of cos^slaint were received diiring

the month, as follo^ifs: (1) delay in getting confirmation of reserva-
tions, (2) drunken and ii^roper conduct persiitted at Old Faithful Lodge
several years ago, and (3) petition on alleged "unfair and selfish and

/aiiowstc/.e Pa--i-:, "7yni-.i-
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imcivil treatment at the hands of The Maryigeniegat, and soek of their
ersplojees who have !ield. The EXCLUSIVE Franchise for Henshandisirig, In
YaLlcwstone Park For HazjQr Tears Past, fhe ladc of Coispctition has
contributed to The Lade of angr interest in t^e W^fare of the Pttollo

Who Own The Parka, In Fact fhe Owners ASM Slaves of The Concessioners'
and requesting cancellation of present concessioner contracts.

Coneessioners « Dr. George Gould, resid^^it pi'^sioiaai, and
his faidJLj'- departed {feirch 3 for Salispell, Ifontana, wSiere he vdli
enter private practice. Jfe-s, Dorothy Stovall, Kurse, an'ived l&r(^ S
to handle the laedical service until a successor for Dr. Gould can be
obtain^.

Huntley Child, Jr., Vice-President, Yello\'fstone Park Oorspanyj

left Iferdi 7 for San Francisco to att^ici a meeting of the MestesTi

Conference of National Park Concessioners, continuing to La Jolla to
confer with other Company officials and returning on the 18th. On tlie

31st he departed for Chicago to attend a Hotel Association Convention.

Fred J, flallsr, Supervisin.g Chef, Lodge Division, Yellowstone
Park Cosg^ny, arrived Jferch 25 to Biake preparations for the 1955 season,
departing on the 31st.

The Yellowstone Park GoB^pany repixir shop at &rdin©r, which
was closed for the winter on December 17, was reopoied Iferch 1.

A supply of the Yellowstone Pa3*t Coaypany "A«« and **B« Folders
for 1955 ^i^s reeoived Ikrch 30.

AaisndBiant Ko. 1 of the Yellowstone Park Gosgsai^ Schedule of
Rates, covering telegrajdi service, was appo^oved }&reh 2 and Aiaendmcnt
Ho, 2 for cleaning and pressing service was approved chi the 22nd.

The proposed Schedule of Rates for the Yellowstone Rark Servico
Stations was approved Iferch 22.

J&*. and Mrs. J. E. Ifaynes were in the park Iferch 25 from the
Haynes Inc. vdnter headquarters at Bozmexi, Montana.

The Armo&l Report of Haynes Inc. for the 19^ year ended
Dececiber 31 > 1954, was -faransmitted to the Washington and Region Two
Offices on Ifereh 22. Their chedc in aiaount of |19,126.87 covering
franchise fee for that period was received Januajy 7, 1955, and turned
over to our Fiscal Accounldng Clerk (Cashier) for deposit to JSLscellaneous
Receipts.

Final plans for Addition to Hsgmes Inc. Old Faithflil Shop
Buildini^ were submitted March 21 and approved tiy the Superintendent.
Plans for their 'Ibwer Fall Store Alterations were disapproved by the
Washin/»ton Office.
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ReJlg^ious Services a^ Chapel Use. The regular Sunday School
services were held in the Yallowstone National Park Chapel each
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Hiese services were well attended fegr mecibers of
the coOTitunity, The Aimval ^kinday School Picnic was heild at the Laraar

Unit on Iferch 5. There v/as a large crowd in attendance, lots of good
picnic eats, and a bright dear day prevailed. The only detrimental
feature was that it was very cold,

Tlie regular Church Services were held in the Yellowstone
Gliapel each Sumday morning at 11:00 a.m#, with stud^it minister
Williasa Henning presiding at all of the services.

Interpretive Services , Vne Interpretive Develojaaent Outline
for Yellowstone Park was carefully I'evlewed, edited and retyped
during the nonth.

The movie ••Grcyserland" was projected in the Ifciseum basement
on Iferch 22 for a laan from radio station KOOK, Billings, Montana, wJio

operates the H3#iway Courtesy Broadcast car,

Vark Naturalist Herkenhaia presarbed a talk to the Gardiner P.T.A,

on the Mational F^rks of California on the evening of I'fexch 21, and had
an audience of 41 persons. He presented a talk on the National Parks
of i^ie Pacific States to the grades 5-S at the Gardiner School the
looming of the 24th vdth 50 studaits in attendance.

Chief Park Haturalist Condon pr-esented a program to the
Livingston Junior Chaa4)er of Coniraerce on the everting of March 9 vdth
39 m®nbers present. On the evening of March 19> he ireserrted a
program to the Gardiner Eagles Dinner, with 156 people pres^it. The
movie "Geyserland" was used to illustrate the talks at both of these
prograias,

MuLseum Activities and ladiibits . On ferch 3 a collection of
plants made by President ArtJmr on his tour through Yellowstone was
received from Idaho State College, where Dr. Ray Davis had mounted them
for the Yellowstone Par^ I-fexseum. These speciiasns were accessioned and
placed in storage on March 2S.

On I'forch 24, the Chief Park Naturalist conferred \'dMi Landscape
ArcJiltect Mattson on the Vlayside Exhibits wldch are to be installed
along the road from Firehole Cascade to Biscuit Basin, Five exhibits
are suggested for this stretch of road: The Kez Perce Story - at Hez
Perce Creek, The Geology of the Fountain Paint Pots Area - at Fountain
I^int Pots, VJhat To See in the Midw^ Gegrser Basin - at the Midway
G^ser Basin parking area. The Geology and Geography of the I^dway
Geyser Basin - as seen from the Midway G^ser Basin, and 'vfnat To See

in the Biscuit Basin - fhe Phenomenon of the Eruption of Sapphire Pool,
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Research ond Observation . The proof of the General Discussion
and the Svsm&Tj of Park Ranger Natxiralist Robert Jonas' thesis on the
beaver stu(fy, v<^i,ich he Ims been making the past two years, was reviewed,
and comments on it were returned to Jfr« Jonas. He will receive his
Masters Degree in Zoology from the Universitj^ of Idaho in Moscow this
spring.

On JIarch JL the western blue birds had returned to the Jfejiraoth

area and red-winged blackbirds had arrived. Robins vfere seen earlier
in the month, but at the dlose of the month had apparently moved to a
lower elevation.

Natural History Association . Ihe Qiief 'Park naturalist spent
considerable time going over the publications sold and the procedure
used for handling the pifclic sale of books of the Yellovfstone Library
and I^seum Association with Park Naturalist Herkenhaia. Mr. Herkoihaia
will liandle the sales activities of tlie Association iwith respect to
public sales.

The Association purchased 88 duplicate kodaslides from the
Rocky Mountain Mature Association. These were ordered on a sight-
unseen basis and proved to be soiaewhat of a disappointment.

The manuscript of Feed Turner' s Eeptiles and Aagahibians is
being prepared by Edvirards Bros., Lithoprinters . Tiie proof of this
publication was received on March 30 and is in ihe process of reidevj

at the month's close. Four thousand of the pairQ^ilet will be printed.
Edwards Bros., LitJfioprinters, is also printing 10,CXX) copies of 'Hie

Story of Old Faithful G^/ser by George Marler.

Ihe January-February issue of Yellowstone Mature Kotes was
completed during the month, Eultilithed, assenbled, and 416 copies
placed in the bbH and 66 distributed locally.

Mrs. Alice Quist returned to active duty as clerk of the
Association and has worked 48 hours in ferch.

In-Service Training . A general staff meeting was held in the

conference room on March 31 and a "Book of Memories" presented to

William Wiggins upon his retirement as Sanitation Officer.

Yellowstone' s Weefcly liewB was issued each Thursday to keep
employees, concessioners and others informed of park happenings.

Seven members of the Mechanical Division, Howard S. Kocher,
Lester C. Abbie, Roger H. Miller, Fred J. Nissen, Charles R. Jfeiming,

niomas C. Close and Robert C. WiUard, attended an Ignitioai School
sponsored by the Chaa5>ion Bpajek Plug Company at Livingston the evening
of March 29*
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A great deal of tiiae was given ovsr during idle taonth to
orienting and training Park Naturalist Her4<:^iham with respect to ttie

Interpretive Division progi'aa and operation. Park Uatiaralists Beal
said Herkenham wera tau^t all of the operational teetoiques and
idios^naerasiss of the nmltilith. As part of his training Mr,
Herkenham carefully re-viewed and edited the Master Flan Derelopment
Outline for toe Interpretive Division of Yellowston*.

On the evenin/i of March 31 a l|-hour njovie on safe driving
practices -was shown to 76 saembers of the coaastmitsr in the Canteen
building.

Increase 0£ Decrease in Travel . A total of 2,046 people
entered the park in 614 vehicles as compared with 2,110 people in 626
vehicles during March of last year. Cf this total, 110 visitors
entered the park in over-the-snow v^iicles at West Yellowstone, and 21
laore entered at Southi to observe Old Faithful and other tfliater scene©
within the park. A total of 12 visitors made short snowshoe trips into
the park from the East Entrance.

ThB "^lowsBobiles of West YeLlowstosEW" aad© 17 trips ijtito the
paric d^JO'ing the jaoaath of Iferdi, 10 of idiieh were to Old Faithful and 7
for short distances into the park. The trips to Old Paithflil include
16 local residents and 44 outside visitoi:^ wMle 15 of each nade the
short trips, 'These snowiaobiles started operating in the park on
January 17 ond to the end of Jferch had made 54 trips with 36S passengers,
Tl-iirtj-five of these trips with 81 local residents md 174 outside
visitors were made to Old Faithful. Kirvsteeri trips with 29 local
residents and 79 outside visitors were ma4e to points abort of Old
Faithful. Fees charged for trips to Old Faithful were $15 for adults,
half fare for children. Local residents were charged approxLiaate]^
half psrice. Tripe to Old Faithful involve, about 5 hours but \^ien travel
conditions were unfavorable Uie trips reqiiired as mx€h as 9 hours.
Visitors usu£^illy saw 4it least one eruption of Old Faithful G<^ser,

Eaaqer Service . Ranger activities consisted largely of elk
trapping imtil tracing operations were teiminated on the 11th and of
a&l and Weasel patrols to the Ihorofare ajnd other areas of the park.

Wildlife and Fish Cultural ^,ctrivitiei>. Epic . Hk trapping
operations were discontinued for the season on Karch 11. A total of

593 li"^© elk were shipped durin^5 the season. At ttie close of trapping
operations 21 head of elk were released as no agenc^f Oould be found
desiring them..

Live shipraent and huinter kill in the Gardiner, Ifontana, hunting
area accounted for tlic very unsatisfactory reduction of the Northern
Yellowstone ELk Herd by only 1,356 aniinals. The need &r reduction
of this elk herd by direct kill in the park is apparcant. An elk imnage-
ment plan crrljracing a recomaendation for direct control has bean sufoodtted

for approsal.
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Elk are scattered over the entire vdnter range and even into
tlie simmer range. The wide dispersion of "Uie elk laakes it impossible
to count them this season.

Biologist Kittams reports that most anioals in the Yellov;stone

drainage are in fair flesh, No major raoveiaents have been apparent
during the laonth.

Ear tags were placed on 17 elk prior to releasing them from
traps. Ckie other animal vrtiich was rel^ised had been previously tagged
when "lifted" from the park to the Gardiner hunting area in January
1952. Tagging records v/ere brouglit up to date and analysis of all
returns as to start and end of myvemmit has been completed.

BJCrHORN, Aninials observed Tsy Biologist Kittaias on Coal Mne
Flat on March 17 included 6 ewes, 2 yearling ewes, 6 laifcs and one
nale probably tvjo years old. Ilie female with the infection oygoc the
left eye was thin and apparent3^ could see only viith the right eye. All
other sheep were in fairly good flesh. One lanib coughed occasionally.

BISOH. District Rangers Way and Ela counted bison as follows j

while on patrol in the area near Lake: 326 in Pelican ?all^ l^iTch 17

j

20 near l&ry Bay Iferch 20, and 307 in Hayden ?all^ Iferch 26. These
counts were of aninials seen on the three days and does not repres^it
the total population in the areas observed,

FISIIim RBGULATIOUS. The special Regulations Governing Fishing
in Yellov/Dtone National Park were p«.blished ixi the Iferch 25 issue of
the Federal Register as rocoiaaend^* and are the same as for 1954 except
for isdnor clianges clarifying the descriptions of those portions of the
Gardnear River and GOLen Greek closed to fishing.

Range . Biolo.^lst Kittams observed snowdepths over the northern
Tellowstone range increased during Jferch wtien 1.71 inches of precipita~
tion, slightly above the normal of 1,59 inches, fell at Jfeinsaoth.

Temperatures were below nornal until Jferch 28 when the warm spell
began. Snow gradually crusted due to wind and thawing and freezing
during the laonth; however, not until late in J&rdi did it harden so
cnich that grazing anismls were forced to feed alraost entirely on snow-
free seciwrs. As is usuol at this time of year, available forage is
very liiaited, but considering the entire winter seaaan, foraging
ccjnditions have be?ari iiaioh above average,

to I4arch 1 and 2 the Biologist attended a conference at
Bozeman, Montana, of Federal and State officials engaged in range
research in Montana. Investigations underway in Yellowstone National
Park were briefly covered. Reports inade hy representatives of other
agencies will be helpful for range researcii planning in lellovj^stone,
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Forest Fire Prptectjon . Authority to hire five fire control

aids 'm.s seciu:^ from the DespartiaBKit of the Interior. Offers were
laade to five veterans,

A conferaioe was held bff Assistant Chief Rang<^ Chapnan,
Forester Barrows and Dispatdier NaLson in istiich the effectivGnees of
tlie va,rioias fire weather atatiorss snd the possible eltmination of the
Becliler River and Old Faithfiil stations were discuased, later in the
K»nth while l-Sr. Barrows ^*as at MissoiiLs, Mike Hardy of the Forest
Service Fire Laboratory strojigly rec^smended that these stations be
retained,

Dispatcher Mcslaon spent considerable timte plotting, coai^rative
reading from ja.st weather records using Fire Weather Meters, Models
6 mid 8, 15iis is necessary in order timt w@ can revise the Step-up
Plan to work >dth the new Ifodel B meter.

Building; Fire Protection. Extinguisher maint^iance vjas

completed in the Maimaotii Area. The fire extinguisher inv<mtory for
the curreait year was coispleted,

A revised Building Fire Personnel Organization for the Maiaaoth

Village Fire DepartEKsit \^s designated by a circular issued Iferch 9,
t-dth VVilliain S. Otiapraan, Fire Gliief, and Robert R. Robinson, l^nnard B,

Sferrows, Dan 3. Kelson, Stanley McGoin&s and Harold 0. Ed5.iia,rds, Assista^nt

Fire Chiefs and Ac^.ing Fire Cliiefs in the order nsaaed^ aM listing the
Captain, Li^itenant and issmbers of each of the seven crews. Traffic
Control and Lavf B^aforcesMait, Resaie and First Aid, Fire Mgine, Ladder,
Salvage, Water Supiily, and Electrical,

Blister Rust Control, Overhead personnel for the Yellowstone
blister rust control crew have accepted eapLoyjuent but it is not
posoible to recruit laborers as yet because Secretar:ial approval lias

not been obtained for road, trail and other park eioplc^ees. Information
regarding funds for spring control and survegrs has not been received
whicli is delaying pwrcliase of power pump and recruitment of checkers.

Forest jjgsectg, Ths spruce budvjsDrssi project was disciissed

by Forester Barrows and Hii3. Johnson, Forest Service, at Hlseoula on
Bferch 28, Unofficial infonaetion indicates the bill appropriating
funds 1ms been reported out by the House Gonsaittee ^dth the following
project priority: 1. Oregonj 2, Idaho, 3. ^©w HeKico, and 4' Montana,

Kr, «lbhnson thought the possibility of xmdertaking control in Iellov?»

stone Park was good if funds are appropriated for the large project,

Ifowever, he doubts that control viilj. be reooismended on Uie Gallatin
National Forest adjacent to the park as the largest private land
owner, the Korthem Pacific Railroad, is not rea^ to contribute to

control oosrts,
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it dieck of budwonn biroods ahoiild be made from, bark samples
during April and !•&•. Johnson has an enix>inDlogist lined up for eajjloy-

laent on the Yellovfstone project if funds are appropriated. Until
there is defiiiite indication that funds will be available h© does not
intend to niake the brood studies. It is estiiJiated that six de^s of
flying \idth tivX) Fords and a. DG-3 wHl be necessary to treat the
Yelloifstone area. Cheiaical vioxild be stored at Livingston where the
planes would refuel after each flight.

Trails and Trail Si/^ns . Roger Contor entered on duty as a
Trail Maintenanceinan on l^aj'ch 14 and vjas assi^jied to the trail si^'^i

shop. Since that time the shop ha® operated full tiias and to date
aj^roxiiaatelj 350 trail -and adsiinistrative signs have been dosi^med
and partially coiupleted.

Ranch and Corral Operations « The t\to horses which had beaa
stationed at Horth Gate were irssved bo the LaEiar Unit on J&rch S, The
entire horse and rmle herd is now at Lamar, l^fenge lias been veiy
prevalent in the herd. All the imales and most of the horses recniired
treatment during the vdnter. It is planned to spray all the horses
and mLcs as soon as the weather Tmrms up as a control measure for
mange.

Saddles and riding equipiBnt have been readied for susmer
use by personnel at Lannr Unit, The equim^ait is now in very good
condition.

Accidents and Public Safety . Two jaotor veiiicle accidents
were reported. One Xfsjt a Class Minor and tlie other a Class B. Ttie

Class B accident occurred in the West Yellowstone District on U. S,191
and involved a passenger vehicle and a State of Montana snowplow, Tv»
persons were injured in this accident. Both victims were given first
aid at West Yellowstone and then taken to the hospital at Ashton,
Idaho,

Degtths . Russel V/alquist, xdio has been Ifenager of Lake Lodge
for the past several years and was to have served in the saiae capacity
the corains season, died of a heart attack at Lake Wales, Florida, on
iferch 2S.

Births . A dau^^ter, Ann Marie, was bom to Park Ranger and
Mrs. Thomas H. Schoder at the Psrk Hospital in Livingston on }^&rch 16.

Personnel . Advice vias received Jferch 23 that Merle E. Stitt,
Park Ranker, GS-5, was selected for the position of Supervisory Bark
limber, 05-6, Rocky Ifountain Mational Park, to be effective about
April 10.

On the 24th advice was received tlmt John F. Rolm, Jr., Park
Ranger, G3--5, was selected as Supervisory Park P^anger, GS-6, Wind
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Cave National Baric. He will report in early Ma^ follovdng his assign-
ment in the Ifeshincton Office at the SiJcWi Departmental l&nagesaent
Training Ctonference,

Charles A. Budge, Paife Ranger, GS~5, Badlands National
MDnumoit, was selected I'ferch 29 for transfer and proiaDtion to Super-
visory Parte FLanger, GS-6, Yellowstone, He expects to enter on duty
here about April IS.

Wi,11i.am Wiggins, Sanitation Officer, GS-9, retired (optionally)
at the dose of fereh 31 at the age of 65 following £K>ffle kO years of
Government service practically all of I'Aiich was in Xellowstone National
Parit. He v;as bom July 30, 1S89, at Warr«i Point, Ireland, and first
came to the park with the U. S. Axw» ^eing discharged at Fort Yellow-
stone as a Corporal September 30, 1916, iwhen the park was still under
the Amy regime. Shortly after tine National Park Service was created
on August 25, 1916, and following discharge from the Array he was
oaployed as a plumber. Following a second enlistiaent in the Amgr
Deceaoaber 1917 to December 191S he was reeuiployed by tiie National Park
Service as a park ranger and on August 1, 1919, changed to plumber,
being proiijoted to master plunder July 1, 1921, and to sanitation
officer June 18, 194S. He vjas married to Ifery Stersidts; of Cokedale,
Montana, October 27, 1917, and th^ have one dau^ter, Mrs. Edward
Link, living at Gardiner. He was the recipient on llov®!4)er 5* 1953,
of a Certificate of Honor Award and Citation for Meritorious Service
for long and outstanding service in operating the sanitary facilities
in YellovJston©, one of the first two Xellowstone employees to rec^ve
this while still actively engaged in the performance of their work.
On Jfertsh 31 he was presmted with a "Book of Memories" containing
pictures covering long associatioii \idth the park and letters from old
friends and associates. Monbers of his own division had previously
pres^ited him witii a wrist wateh and he and Ifrs. Wiggins will be the
recipients of a television set from their raany friends and long
associates. He and Mrs. Wiggims Imve isoved to Bozeraan, Montana, where
he will be ^nployed as office nianager of the Savage Flucfcing and Heating
Service.

yfrs, Marjorie C. Proper entered on duty Jfei,rch 7 as seasonal
Clerk-Steaiographer, GS-3.

Civil Service Gonmdssion authority was received Iferch 25 for
appointment of seasonal F^rk Rangers and Ranger Naturalists, GS-4,

under 3ched\ile A, eliminating the necessity of selection from Civil
Service registers. The authority appes^red in the Iferch 29 issue of
the Federal Register received April 1.
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t^Lscellaneous . A Pot-Luck Supper vfas held in the Canteeaa the
evening of March 2 for Dr. George CJotild and fandly prior to their
departure for Kalispell, Montana, where he is entering in priirate

practice,

Tlie Yellowstone Park Strnday School held its Annual Picnic at
Lamar Unit on I^rch 5»

On l&rch 7 the regular Tnonthly meeting of Federal Employees
IMon No. 465 was held in the Canteen.

Tlie American Federation of Grovemment 'fiiiployees held its
monthly raeeting in the Canteen on Marcii 14.

Edmund B. Rogers
Superintondent

In duplicate

Copy to Region Two ,

Files (2) "^
Joffe Office Files
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