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ICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO,

A2823

Report Iml

SffiCIAL

Suneaaiy of the April 1955 Monthly Narrative Report
TELLOWSTDKE MHONAL PARK

Ston^ but only .57 precipitation llamsoth. Park
raaxiniim 6?°, Tbwer & minimim -6*^ at L^e, Snow
depths & water content.

ACTIVITIES:

INSPECTIONS J

PUBLICITl!

PLANS , MPS AND
SURVETS:

MA.DITEHANCE :

COMPLAINTS ;

00!iCE3SIONERSt

f^p:e

1

Rogers, Mattson, Brown, Ctondon to Wash., Office.
Rogers, '-v'irth, Allen, Baker, Flynn to Chegrerme re
y^, purchase concessions. Rogers to Livingston
Clmnber of Gonsrierce re future meeting Kith klrth.
Handlton & Joffe to Billings. Ghapnan, Garry, Barrows,
Herisenham, Beal, (kinsel to Black I^JLls training conf

.

Piera>n to Wash. State for surplus. Kelson to
Missoula re firefighter wages. Annual leave of
Anderson & Barroi^s; Remolds on river-rafting trip
in Idaho J Griunn to Genmny on leave; H^*kcxsha«^ on
idver trip. Stevens back from surger^^ in Rochester,
Snowplowins started 14th, to Old Faith&i & West
27th; proposed opening dates. Pishing regs. Hanger
assignments. C.S. exam. Gardiner Ch. of Cornraerce,

Barnes MacDonald out to Glacier, U.S.Forest
Insect Laboratory la^a in on spruce fcudMsna.

Press releases on Wiggins retirement, opening dates,
elk reduction. 400,5:X)0 1955 broadsides i^ceived;

475,250 broadsides on hand. Yell, winter story in
Cody Ehterprise resiilt snowplane trip.

Statement of develoj:^aent for concession contracts
prepared when men in 'MsW; also discussed eachibit

plans naiseum & info station, ifettson on data for
cone, program, Firehole-Biscuit Basin surfacing,
sign layouts, etc, Ihgineers on Cai^on cabin area
water layout. Canyon campground, etc.

Srowplowing operations. Gallatin & y^xtvjroth road
crews. Log & sidewalk M)iic, etc.

1-3

4

1 complaint letter handled.

H. Child & J. Niciiols trips; conferred with VJirth.

YPCo "Accoiaraodations & Services" leaflet; opening
dates approved; l^aEaaaoth rmsss opened; resumed work

O.F, Lodge. Ifeyneses in; I-irs. Haynes to St. Paul re
esspLoyees; rates approved; addition to OJF. Shop.

Povah, other Hamilton men in to O.F. 1^ increase in

Dr, Brosius here. Medical permit subsaitted.

4-5

5

5

5-6



S*iX:irBh
33TATa QHTIMU

H3!VP;38 >lHAq JA140ITAM

>ifiA« JAMOITAM 3HCT3WOJJ3Y
.OYW ,>iSqA1 3MOTeWOJJ3Y

TM3aM3Tmfl31U2 3HT 10 3G

e^s ams^^riO *:>4- rsrnrri ^-ss?}-^ .iisiXn ^dS^3^ Js-isaoS? tSSITIvXTOA

aioii'i^iios aoiaai-'OL-oD 'sol cff££sis?ol6Ys&J; lo inatf^a^^a OHft S^-"^' "^h^^

gsiaioqo jiGX'l.jKfeX '^-aooI'viaS >i* siJoXim^ceirsooail" oD^I



RSLIGIGU3
SERVICES

J

INTSmtlilTIVE
SERVICE,̂q.

Sunday School , Church, Easter Sunrise Service,
CoinQundjon.

Talk & jDovies to Science group here, ]r¥ograms on
safe driving & geolo^ to high school. Program to
4-H group.

MDSEUMS & EXlilBITS ; Exhibit layouts O.F. museum & W.Y. info station.

7

7

EESEARCH AUD
OBSEiWATIC^^i

NAmRAL HISTOY
ASSOCIATION:

IN*SmVICE
mAINBJGs

mAVEL:

Beal articles for Mature Notes, Review Gebler thesis
on nature trails. Park & MPS officials & Albright
met re possible thermal research by I^larler. Osprey
back 12th to Eagle West Rock. 7-8

Proof checked Turner publication on reptiles u
amphibians I for sale. Watson Morris manuscript
final typing & review. Duplicate slides to MPS areas, 8

Six men attended Fire Control^ FTotection-Int€a*pretation

Conf, Wind Cave & vicinity. V/eekly Kews. 8

2138 people in 603 vehicles, 25% over last April,
16 in aaiovplanes, li*4 in Snoiflmobile.

EMGER 3SRVIGS ; Preparation for summer. Various activities listed.

BE^Sj

RAHCSS:

FCBEST FIRE
KiOTKCTION:

Bear trap loaned Montana Fi^ & Game as laodel.

Bears seon, several mibs.

Observations range eondi-tions by Kittams.

Invaitory eqiiipi^it. Recruitment fire control aids.
Nelson to firefig;hter a^oage meeting^ Missoula.
En route fire control training conf., met at Billings
re Indian fireflf^hters.

BUILDIMG FIRSS : Extinguisher replacement & re-charging.

BLISTER RUST :

FCREST INSECTS :

RANCH & CaiRAL :

CKOUNDS:

Fj»5>loyraent of crew. To get n&ti power sprayer.
Allotment received.

USF3 Insect lab mm k Edwards obtained specimens
spruce bud'WDnii; heavy infestation. Ko final word on
funds to control.

400 signs & 800 more trail markers, feinteaance men.

Some work Yell. River trail.

2 horses & mule to North Gate. I^erson to V^ash. for

surplus tractor & equipment. Seeder-spreader bought
last year returned as unsatisfactoiy.

Men on Manaaoth groimds.

8

9

9

9-10
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11

11
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AGCID£NT:3 &
SAFETT:

~ One accid^it Gallatin road, kmndmsats boat regs
submitted. Outline Safe Faintsnajice in Boat Operations
ftrun WASHO for comments

.

11

DEATHS: Deaths of illbert Hurd, former employee, & Walter Ludwig,
seasonal truck driver, 11

BIRTHS: Son bom to l'^, & Mrs. John Galle, Daughter born to Mr,
& Mrs. Thoraas Hallin. 12

I m\mik(Wj3z to, Arnold & Lou Ella Knudson, Robert Abbie & Ruth Sousa. 12

i PSiSONJffiL:

HLSCELLA.MEOUS!

John Gall©, Fiscal Accounting Clerk, resigned. Merle
Stitt, Park Ranger, traiisferred to liockgr Iltn. Charles
Ifoore converted to Tijae, Lesave & Payroll Clerk, GS-4 to
get career status. Charles Budge transferred to Super-
visory Park Ranger from Badlands. Herman Biastoch
appointed Acting Sanitation Officer, Seasonal appts,

MFFE & AF(B meetings. Ski meet, Gardiner School Board
election, fferamoth School field trip.

12

12-13

iii
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ICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

YELLOWSTONE PARK. WYO.

A2823

Re|xn^ lid.

Bfey 6, 1955

Memorandum

Ito: The Director

From: Supeirimtendisnt, Yellovrston© liational Park

Subject: Manthly Report for April 1955

Follovdng is the report of activities for Yellowstone
National Park ciuring the month of April 1955:

V/eather Conditions » The weather this April was a little
W)rse than usual v/ith precipitation recorded on twenty days at l-fejanoth,

very fevf days of sunsifdne, and generally cold and unsettled. Precipita-

tion of only 0,57 inch was raostly in the form of light snow flurries.
The snow cover left the ground during the latter part of the laonth,

and only a few drifts reojain in shaded areas in this vicinity. The
imximum teniperature of 65° was recorded on the 30th and the ndniiauin of
9 on the 6th,

/ o
The raaxinum temperature in the park during the month was 67

at Tow^: Fall on the 30th and Idle miniMim ^^s -6° at lake on the 6th.

Snow d^ths for seaae of the snair coxirses at the etKi of the
month are listed as folloirs:

Location Snow Depth l/ater Contoit

Korris 25.S indies 8.3 indies
Lupine 26,1 !f 11.5 "

Hor-yieast ie.5 it 6.6 ''

East 7.0 f} 1.3 "

Sylvan Pass 2^f.9 U 9.0 "

Levds River Divide 105.4 » 40.8 "

Car^jnon 44.7 {| 14.5 "

Lake 27.7 a a.7 »

Special Activities. Superintoadent Rogers, Landscape
Ifattson and Chief Ranger Brown departed April 9 for the Wadiington Office
to confer, together vd.th Park Naturalist Condon vtho left April 2, on
concessioner matters. Old Faithful Mtiseum and West Yellowstone Informa-
tion Station exhibit plans, and other matters affecting the park. On
the 21st Mr. Rogers left with Director Wirth, Assistant Director All^i,
Regional Director Baker, and Thomas F. Flynn, Executive ''-'^
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to Assistant Secretary of Interior Lewis, for Cheyenne, Wyoming, to

discuss the proposal of l^^oming taking over the park concessions vilth

Governor Milward Simpson, the five-iaan conmdttee appointed by the
Governor to dtady the proposal, the Legislative Interim Gommittee
appointed by the V^raing Senate and House, and represoitatives of
Allen & Con^mny, llevi York brokers, vjho iiave been handling preliminary
studies on the proposal. Messrs. Rogers, Condon and Brown returned to

the park the 24th and llr. f-lattson on the 27th. Mr, Rogers went to
Livingston April Zi to confer v/ith Gharaber of Coiznnerce officials regard-
ing proposed meeting with Director I/irth next suraaer.

Assistant Superintaident Hamilton and Administrative Assistant
Joffe made a trip to Billings April 20 and 21 on public relations work,
conferring with Government officials. Dude llanchers' Association and
Chamber of Conanerce officials and others, and attended the l£Hih /Ufmual

Comrnunity Cooperation Dinn^: sponsored by the Billings Obaf±»er of
Commerce.

Assistant Chief Rangers Chapman and Garry, Forester Barrows,
Park Naturalists Herkenham and Beal and District Ranger Gunssel left
April 8 to attend the Region Two Protection and Interpretation
Conference April 10-16 at I'/ind Cave and vicinity, returning the l6th
and 17th.

Head Anirnal Keeper Pierson left April 4 for Coulee Dam and
Winchester, w'ashington, for surplus property, returning the 9th.

District Park Ranger Uelson departed April 13 for I^iissoula

to attend the Annual Conference of Firefighting Wage fiates at the
Forest Service office the 14th, returning the 15th,

Administrative Officer Anderson left April 16 on three weeks
annual leave in California and Forester Barrov/s departed April 22 on
two weeks annual leave in Colorado,

Horry V. Vl^molds, District Park Fianger, was on annual leave
March 29-April 10 participating in a river-rafting trip of the SalMsn
River through sections of the Idaho Priffiitive Area, The trip was an
official ndssion sponsored by the U. 3, Fish and i^^ildlife Service for
Uie purpose of conducting censuses of big-gaiae animals and surveying
^dnter range conditions. Eight days were spent on the river and
adjacQit areas by the four raoabers of the party. The trip was organised
and directed by Dr, John J. Craighead who is in charge of the Cooperative
Wildlife Research Unit at the University of Montana,

Rudolf L. Griirm, District Park Ranger, departed April 1 on
six weeks annual leave, visiting in Gersnany. He flew first to Br^nen,
Germar^, where he visited relatives.
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Norman B. Herkenham, Park IJatiiralist, Isft April 21 on annual
leave with Mrs. Herkenham to join the party kno^un as the "Yosendte

River Rats" for a 10-day trip dowi the San Juan and Colorado Fti-vers,

starting at Mexican Hat, Utah, and ending at Lees Ferry, Arizona, a
journey of about 200 r-iiles. This is the third trip th^ have T)artici-

pated in vfith this group froin Yosesnite, having taken a sindJLax' tidp
last year and the previous year ran the rapids in Dinosaur fetional
I'fonuinent •

Delyle R. Stevens, District Paris Ranger, returned April 25
frora Rochester, I-liJinesota, where he iinderwent surgery on his throat but
cor^tinued on sick leave through the end of the irsDnth,

Spring, snowplowing operations were started April 14, the plows
reaching Noirris the 17th, and Old Faithful and VJest Yellowstone the 27th

.

to be opened to the public ^fey 1, The scheduled dates for opening
other roads are ^ky 15 for the section from r^orris to Canyon and Lake,
fey 25 for iSast and South ^trances, Ifey 2S for remaining sectju>ns in
the park, and June 15 for thie Northeast Entrance Road from Red Lodge
to Cooke.

The 1955 Fisiiing Regulations x^ere raimeographed and sade avail-
able April 11. Tiiey contain only mirior changes over those for 1954
clai'-ifyint; the descriptions of those portions of the Gardner liivei:* and
den Creek closed to fishdng. The fishing season will open l&y 30 as
usual i-dth Yellov;stone Lake and Squaw Lake opening June 15, Yellowstone
River betvreen Lake and Canyon and tributaries, Riddle, Grebe and iJolf

Lakes and stream between Srebe and liolf Lakes July 1, and tributaries
to Yellowstone Lake July 15. ^

The ranger assignments for this suMoer and for next winter
were released April 29. The men wiH be moved to their new stations as
snow conditions permit.

The l/ocal Civil Service Board held an examination April 21 for
Clerk (General), G3~l~4, vfith one competitor. Personael Clerk Everett
conducted the sjcaraination.

Members of the Gardiner corriiurd-ty organized a new Chamber of
Coinrnerce April 4. Hugh H, Crossen was elected President, Thoiaas J.

Hallin Vice-President and Leroy C. V/ilson Ti'casurer, with Raymond C,

Easton appointed Secretary. It is noted thai a number of ir-Jorthwhile

improvements are being inade in the tovai which will change the appearance
of the front street imd will add to the attractiveness of the area just
outside the parkj, giving visitors entering or leaving the park a much
better iiaprcssion of the town. Moabers of the Chamber of Ooinmerce met
with Superintendent logers April 6 to discuss proposed improvements and
a program for visitors vjho stay in the town.
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Inspections, Barnes JfecDonald, Midway likigineer. Region Tm,
who arrived I-iarch 29 &r a stu(^ of sn©w resnoval csosts and problems,
departed April 2 for Glacier National Park on snovj resnoval laatters,

Tom Terroll and David Fellin, Ehtoiaolsgists, U. S, Forest
Insect Laboratory, Mssoula, were in April 26 to discuss spruce budi^orm

infestation.

Publicity; . A press release was issued April 1 to the Asseciated
and United Presses and several newspapers on the retirement of vJilliam

Wiggins, Sanitation Officer. On the 13th a press release on the opening
dates for the various roads and accoraraodations was sent to the park's
mailing; list and on the 14th one was released ©n the Yellowstone elk
reduction program.

On April 22, 400, OCX) c®pies ©f the Yellowstone broadside for
1955 were received. A t©tal of 475,250 broadsides for 1954 and 1955
remained on hand at the end of the laonth.

The Cody Enterprise pictorial section of April 21 carried a
Ye3.1owstone vdnter story aititled "Y^lowstone in Ennine". Tiie pictures
were the resiilt of a snoviplane trip April 8 and 9 by Jack Richards,
Robert Richards and Larry H, Morrison of the Cody Enterprise, accoir^panied

by three ',;^jidng State Geme and Fish V/ard©is and Park i^^nger Jones from
the South Entrance, They entered and left via the South Gate amd
photographed in the Old Faithful and Lake areas. The use of State of
V^iaing snowplanes for publicity purposes was sanctioned by Governor
Simpson of burning.

Plans « ¥jit)s and Surveys. Park Landscape Architect Mattson
spent April 11 to 22 in the ,.Jashington Office with Superintendent Rogers,
Chief I^anger Broxm and Pai4c Naturalist Condon in the preparation of a
statoaent of development to use in connection with a new 20-year con-
tract for concessions. Ilich of the first vmek of the rnontri he dedicated
to the presentation of a concessioner program for consideration in the
new Uventy-year contract to the Yellowstone Park Goir^sar^, consisting of
collection of vflorking data for use in the Washington Office. lihile iri

the IJa^.ington Office he discussed briefly the cross-section design of
Project IC, Firehole Cascv^des to Biscuit Basin, Bitujninous Surfacing,
for proposed contract by the Bureau of Public Roads, action to be
initiated by the Western Office, Division of Design and Construction.
Some review was made of proposal for inaterials by the Cop Construction
Con^jany for the comfort stations and puiaphouse at Cai^on. The layout
of signs continued into the laonth and supervision of the layout viork

vra.s given to Project Clerk Mardis, v;ho prepared Plan 2467, Sign Layout,
Canyon area, and Plan 246S, Sign Layout, fenraoth area, Exiiibit plans
for Old Faithful I^&iseum and i-vest Yellowstone Inforimtion Station vjere

also discussed when Messrs. Rogers, I-feittson, Condon and Brown were in
V.'ashington,
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Assistant Skigineers Sehniid and Ketcham vorked on Canyon cabin
area water and sewer layout, spotted center line of 3:*oad for road
striping on six miles oi road and nade ''as constructed" drawings for
Canyon campground,

l^fedntenanoe . The weather continued cool v/ith several snow
stoiTOS duaring the month. The snov; has settled and evaporated until
snow depths are about half normal.

The Gallatin and I>5amraoth road maintenance cainps were set up
April 14 and the I4adison camp opened l&y 2. Frost boils and jnveraent

cracking are much more severe than usual, and, as a consec|uence, surface
breakup will be extensive,

A leak in I^Tinoth main water line caused a cave-in of the

road in front of Hamilton's store requiring repair,

Snowplows started out from i^iarajiioth on spring opening of roads
April 14. By the end of the isonth roads were plo^red from Iferamoth to
Old Faithful and l-Sadison to v/est; also Morris to Canyon, Plowing is
very good ejccept vfnere the snow vras coiiipacted l^ the Govemnient IJeasels

and the Bonbardier Snoi-miobiles, Frora I!iamraDth to Korris and I'feidison to
V/est Entrance the roads were first ploifed with the rotary, then the
push plows raade tvio separate trips and got the javsnoit fairly clean,
T?iese were followed up with a grader, making four separate opercitions.
To date snow removal operations are about foior of five days ahead of
schedule.

A crei-: is buqy peeling guard rail logs and dipping the prefab-
ricated vrood sidevj-alks. A large nuiaber of new si^s have beoi routed
out and painted. Painters completed painting the ladies' and men's
rooms in the barradcs building. Work in the fenrisoth government mess
is also corrQDlete.

Complaints . One letter of complaint was handled durin*;; the
month regarding alleged unsatisfactory c»ndition of acconmodations and
apparent indifference of supervisory staff providing same.

Concessioners, Huntley Child, Jr., Vice-President, Yello\fstone
Parte Company, returned April 6 from Chicago vjhere he attended a Ik>tel

Association Convesition, He made a trip to Helesm April 11 and 12 to
confer at the Company's office there, and departed the 17th for Atlantic
City, New Jersey, to attend a Resort Conmittee meeting of the Ameirioan
Ifotel Association and to Washington, D. C, for a meeting tiie 25th vdtii

Director W'irth and John Q. Nichols, Vice-President of the Yeiloifstone
Park GoE^jany, on concession matters^ returning the 29th, John Kichols
was in the pai^ April 7 and 8 on his way East from I*a Jolla, California,
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A supply of the Yellowstone Park CoBrpany "AeeOHsnodations

and Services" leaflet for 1955 was received ApriX 4.

The opening dates for the Yellowstone Park Con^mrQT operations
for 1955 were approved April 8.

The Yellowstone Park Conpar^ esiploj'-ees mess hall at ^amoth
opened April 15.

On ApcH 28 the Yellowstone Park Con^jany ressumed work on
rehabilitation of the Old Faitliful lodge ssain building, including th©

laying of new floors and installation of new washrooms and baths.

J. 1. Haynes, Presidait, Ifeynes Inc., and Ifrs, I-Iaynes moved
to Ifeiimoth April 15 from their winter headquarters at Bozaaan, Montana.
Mrs. Haynes left on the 17th for St, Paul, Fannesota, to recruit
employees for liaynes Inc. for the suramer.

The proposed schedule of rates for fla^Ties Inc. for 1955 was
approved April 19.

Eaynes Inc. started i«>rk April 28 on addition to its Old
Faithful Picture Shop.

Trev Povah, Vice-President, ffejuilton Stores, Inc. ^id Ifenager,

YdloxiTstonc Park Service Stations, arrived April 25 from his v/lnter

headquarters at Santa Monica, California, He nade a trip back to

Livingston the same day, returning the 2Sth >dth Gar Heippie, Manager,
Lee Yeager, Accountant, and othsr employees of Hasdlton Stores, Inc.

to get operations imden-ray at Old Faithful by May 1.

ilraendraent No. 1 to the baoic schedule of rates of Yellowstone
Park Service Stations providing a 1^ per gallon increase for gasoline

to b© sold in the pai^ was approved April 29, making the price of
Hegulai' gasoline 34^-^ and of Ethyl 37# per gallon. Tnis increase vias

made to meet the recent tank wagon price increase and bring the prices
in line with those in Gaixiiaer and k-est Yellowstone.

Dr. Frank Brosius reported as Resident Physician April 16,
relieving Mrs, Dorothy Stovall who has beai H\arse in charge of the

medical service since l^rch S.

On April 27 the proposed Revocable Concession Penoit, Mo.
14-10-243-164, to cover the continued operations of Drs. Alfred M.

Lueck and John A. Pearson of Livingston for medical ser-'/ice in the park
for 1955 "Was ajailed to the Washington Office for submission to coREaittees

of Congress before final approval.
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Religious Services and Cliapel Use , Tlie regular Sunday School
services were held in the Yellowstone Park Ctepel each Sunday at 10: CX) a.m.

except Easter* The ref^ar Church services ifere held each Sunday n»ming
at 11:00 except Easter,

On Easter Sunday a special ?>unidse Seirvice tfas held in the
Chaj^l at 6:00 a.m. Student Minister U'illiam Henning was in charge of
all services. A capacity congregation attended the Easter service. The
Chapel was especially decorated and there was special music, Follovdug
the sOTvice, there was an Saster breakfast in the Canteen with about
200 persons participating in this activity.

The Rev. Pkb^ird A. Sjrms of Livingston held a special Conriiunion

Service in the GhapeQ. at 12:01 a.m, Easter Sunday j April 10,

Interpretive Services . On April 24, 50 metabers of the I^bntana

vSocietgr of Natural and Earth Sciatices visited the Yellowstone Park
J^iseum. Parfc Naturalist Beal gave them a special talk and ran off the
movie "Geyser Melodies" for thenu

On April 4 Park Naturalist Flerkenhani shovred the Gardiner High
School the safe-driving loovieB which had been shown at Ifeiaiaoth on I'ferch

31. There were /(£) High School students in attendance.

On the 19th !5r. Herkenham presoited a pro]grain to the Gardiner
High School on the Geology of Yellowsrtone and Other Western Pair^s.

Thirty-two students v/ere present at t'tiis progvam.*

On the evening of April 29 Chief Park Naturalist Condon
presented a program to the Paradise EjqDerimenters 4-H (Hub and their
friends at Fray, Ibntana. There ^^^ere 147 persons at this program, and
the raovie "Gej'-serland" was shown,

Fkiseum Activities and Bachibits , Miile in I'Jashington, Mr.
Condon assisted the I-aiseum Laboratory in completing the exhibit layouts
for 14 exhibits to be used in the West Yelloifstone Inforsiation Station.
He also assisted the Museum Branch in preparing the layouts for 17
exhibits v/liiclTi are to go into the Old Faithful Miseum. Special pictures
and specimois are to be obtained and shipped to V/ashington for use in
the preparation of the exiiibits.

Research and Observation . Park Naturalist Beal prepared two
articles for use in Yellowstone llature Motes entitled "Are V/ildlife

Caravans iJorthwhile?" and "Losses of AnioKil Life Due to Gaseous
Etaanations and Boiling Pools in Yellowstone National Park."

Charles Gebler, seasonal Park Ranger Naturalist, submitted
his thesis during the laonth for review. It treats tlie subject of
"Nature Trail Techniques".
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On the oveniiig of April 19, Messrs. John Doea^r, B&nnett T.

Gale, Edmund B. Rogers and David d© L. Condon att^ded a dinner ^iLth

Mr. Horace 1 1. Albright and the group reviewed the research possibilities

for the therniEa areas in Yellowstone x/liich might be conducted by
George D, liarler.

The pair of osprey that nest on Eagle 13est Rode in the Gardner
CanQTon between Mainrroth and Gardiner returned April 12 and began repair-

ing their nest. I^ast year they returned April 4 and the previous year
on the 1st.

Natural History Association . The proof on Reptiles and
Amphibians of Yelloi-j-stone Nationel Park by Frederick B. Turner vras

checked and returned to Bdvjards Brothers, Lithoprint ers, on April 8»
It is anticipated tliat this publication ^dll be available for sale on
or before June 1.

¥. Verde Ijatson* s manuscript on the Nprrls G-eyser Basin was
typed in final form by the clerk of the Association and this copy has
been reviefwed by Park JJatiiralist Beal,

The Association shipped out duplicate kodaslides iirfiidTi were
ordered by Glacier Mational Park, Roclqr l-buntain National Park, and
Effigy l-founds National i'bnuiaent.

In"Service Training . Assistant Chief I'^ngor's Chapman and
Garry, Forester Barrows, Park Naturalists Herkenham and Beal and
District tlanger Gunzel attended the Region Two Fir^ Control and
Protection-Interpretation course at the Black llills April 10-15.

Yellowstone's Weekly News was issued each Thursday to keep
employees, concessionears and others informed of park happenings.

Increase or Decrease in Travel . A total of 2,13B people in
603 vehicles entered the park during April of this year compared with
1,712 people in 518 vehicles during April 1954 or an increase of
approxinately 25^. One hundred sixty persons entered the park ±n over-
snow vehicles, I6 of these entering via the south ^itrance by snov^planes

and 1/^4 entering in 12 trips at .vest Yellowstone by Bombardier Snoaimobile,

37 of these latter in five trips going as far as Old Faithful and the
others traveling sliorter distances into the parte.

Ranger Service . Much was done in preparation for the summer
season. Additional and new forms including 7*0CX) Fishing Hogulations
were mimeographed, letters of inciuiry and offers of esnploym&it v;ere

sent out regarding seasonal ranger employment, a new system of recording
and accountability of permanent and seasonal employee gate perraits was
placed in effect t%dth nev; permits oon5>leted and issued prior to the
tourist season, revisions of the Report I'hnual v/ere prepared, and reports
and correspondence kept current. Fingerprinting of seasonal personnel
was time-consuming. Work jjrograms \v-ere curtailed somewhat due to trips

8
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away from the park and the considerable leav© taken j, but field tidps
were »ad© to provide miniHDum protection., these including a 3-day
inspection and dead animal survegr of the Gottonw>od Creek drainage
and Blacktail area and inventory of supplies and rations of the Crystal
Creek and Korris cabins by District Ranger Sla and Ranger Hackett.
Members of the Protection Division and Heads of Divisions met in the
Superintendent's office on the 26th to confer on the operation of the
West liltranee Information Station. The Chief Ranger confen^ed with the
Assistant Cl'D-Gf liangers regarding seasonal ranger eiiploynient on tdie 5th
and permanent ranger assignments and W5rk program on the 28th, the
assignment schedule being distributed on the 29th. District Ranger
Gilbert of viest Yellowstone assisted Gaiae Warden Todd in an investiga-
tion of illegal beaver killing on the lladison River outside the park
on the 10th.

Wildlife and Fish Cultural Activities. BEi\E3, A two-wheeled
bear trap was loaned the i^iontana Department of Fish and Game on the
26th as a isjodel for construction of bear traps by that ag^ic^.

Bears were seen a number of times toward the end of the Hionth.

Several cubs were reported.

Range . ^\ccording to observations of Biologist Kittams>
unsettled vreather^ ^\dth low temperatures during all but tv/o periods
covering six days, resulted in rather slow melting of anoif from the
range. At the arid of April snov<r was gone from the Lower Range and raost

of the Intermediate Range except for tiafoered north slopes and places
where deep drifts had developed. Only critical ;portions of the Upper
Range were free of snow. Snow and rain at Mamx>th in April totaled
only .57 inch, less than half the normal of 1,29 inches. VJhile teiapera-

tures liiTdted grovrth of grass over uiuch of the snow-free range, inadequate
soil nioisture appeared to be the critical factor lindting grass growth
in the Gardiner-Reese Creek area and on other dry sites as far up as
I4ajii!ioth. Bluegrass on the lovmr range is about one and one-half inches
tall, providing iraast of the forage there for ungulates. By April 10,
consider;ible old forage x^.s available on the Irrtermediate Range. Late
in the M)nth elk above Ifemioth v;ere feeding mainljr on this since very
little new grass was available. Photographs have been laade of raost of
the study plots on the northern Yellowstone range. In the Gardiner-
Reese Creek area sagebrush, wiriterfat and grass show heavy utilisation.
Higher up, grass utilization appears to be less than usiial although it
is heavy on sore s]x)ts. Sage at the edges of some of these spots has
been utilised lUDderatfily by elk. Detailed analysis of twig loss on
aspen shoots of one year has revealed no definite pattern for degree of
current growth reiaoval which can be tolerated.

Forest Fire FrotQction. A pl^sical inventory of all forest
fire fighting equipment vms made during April.

Assistant Chief Ranger Chapman spent considerable tL^ie

examining applications and recruiting fire control ^^iployees, authority
having bem. received to hire the regular complement of fire control aids.
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Dispatcher Nelson attcaided the "wage scale meeting held by

the U. S, Forest Senrico at I-Hssoula, tentana, on April 14. The pwirpose

of this meeting was to assemble representatives of the -various fire-

fighting agencies in this region to arrive at satisfa^^tory rates of pay
for all classes of forest fireflghting personnel.

En route to tiie Fire Control Training Conference in the Black
Hills, Assistant Chief Rangers Chapaaan and Garry, District Ranger Ckmzel
and Forester Barrovfa conferred April B with officials of the Indian
Service and Forest Sendee at Billings regarding inter-agCTLcy recruit-
msnt and us© of Hrefighters. Tentative arrangeffiients were leade to trairi".

leaders in the Crow and Ch^csine tribes about July 1, just ahead of the
time that fir© calls may be expected, Yellowstone to participate in
the training ptrograia. It is expeeted that about 250 Indian firefighters
will be available in the Billings area and th© Custer National Forest
will dispatch for Southeastern Montana and lk>rthem '^^yoEdng^ including
yd.lowsix)ne and Grand Teton Mational Paries,

Bijjldin^ Fire Protection . A nuniber of fire esctinguishers

were re-charged and replaced in the headquarters area.

Blister Rust Control « Assistant Chief Ranger Edwards and
Forester Barrows spent considerable ti;iie examining applications and
recruiting blister rust control employees, offers of employment having
been sent to laost of the men, V/ork is expected to start Jun© 1 with
the bulk of the crew arriving on June 1,3.

Three power fnangsers for spraying 2, hi 5™T have been ordered
and are being asseaiflsled at Spokane^ V/ashington, by an e^pipEoent con^aainy^

Rocky Mountain, Glaciw and Yellowstone each to receive one of these
nev/ pumps.

An allotment of $8,708.42 was received of which $5,628,97 is
to be used for blister rust operation and survey and $3*079.45 to
reimburse the Forest Service for operational expjenses.

Forest Insects . On April 27 Messrs. Tom Terrell and David
Fellin, Entoii»ologists, U. S, Forest Service Insect Laboratory, Ifissoula,

and Assistant Chief Ranger Edwards inspected infestation and obtained
specimens of spruce budworm infestation between IfesmDth and Tox^^er Fall.
Field observations indicated a heavy population of bu^nJorai in the bark
of the san^le trees.

No further inforraatifflti was received regarding the status of
the supplementary bill to provide funds for spruce budwoirm control.
Plans Ibr the control project are rea^y but operations cannot be
activated until faTforable word is received ttXiw. Washington.
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Trails . and Trail. St^as, Under Assistant Chief Sanger
McCosaas' supeinri&ion approximately 400 signs j mostXy for trails^ have
been completed and are reat^ for distribution^ and &X) additional trail
siarkers were manufactured during the month bringing the total on hmid
to about 2,000. Eight trail aaint9nan.ce men i^ere selected, and contacted.
Some trail aaintenance w^rk on the Yej.low3ton© River trail was
accos^liahoij consisting mainly of shooting several large boiilders

•&dii(di had fallal onto the trail durisig the ^dnter.

Ranch and Qorral
^

O^eications . On April 12 two saddl© borsess

and a pack mUe were delivered to Morth Gate froa Lamar Unit for use
in the Maaiajoth District. Head Aniiml Keeper i^arson made a trip to

Winchester, Washington^ to take delivery of a Model "B^« John D©©re
tractor equipped with a stacker-loader, isowiiiLg machine and disk-harrow,
-feriiich was surplus to the nee6.B of the Bureau of Reclamation, iill the
equipment is in good condition and -will be very useful in operation of
the Lamar Unit. The seeder-spreader imrchased last year was retiimed
to the manufacturer for rebuilding or replacement as it fms never
ftmctioned properly.

Ground^. Hosier H. Springer entered on duty April 25 as
Laborer-Foreimn on the J&aaaoth Headquarters grounds, having resigned
as Relief Guard. Gene Stoneking entered on duty as Laborer on the 29th
wjrking two days a week as Relief Guard and 2 days on grounds.

Accidenta and Public Safety, An accident occurred on the
Seallatin road l6.3 miles north of West Yellowstone* It i^as caused l::^''

bad visibility and ic^ roads. Ho personal injuries resulted but $250
damage "was done a stalled car iid.th trailer attaj^hed when a truck came
around a curve and skidded into it.

The new amendsiaaits to the park boat regulations were coii^3.eted

in final fons and subisibted to the Director's Office for 'Federal

Register publication.

A new outline on Safe J'lainteimnee in Boat Oj>erations for
National Pari-c Service areas was received fro® the I'/ai^ingtoa Office.
CoHsosnts from both the Prctection Division and the Ye3J.ow8tone Park
CoE^paRQT were requested.

Deaths . Albert Hurdj, 69, of Gardiner and a long-time
employee of the ISational Pajis Service here^ died of a l-murt attael-: at
his home in Gardiner April 5. Burial -was is Livingston A|^il 9.

Walter Lud*rig, 33, of Gardiner and for sevaral seasons osployed
as a Truck Driver with the National Park Service here, died April 3C>

^i route to the Veterans Hospital in Helena, as a result of head injuries
received in an altercation April 24 at Gardiner. Burial was to be in
Ifoiartain View Cemeteiy in Livingston ¥££^ 3.
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Births^ A son was bom April 3 to Fiscal Accounting Clerk
and Mrs, John U. (^lle at the Park Hospital in Livingston. He has becai

named Jon Walter

•

On April 26 a daughter, Eosalie Ann, was bom to ¥x. and Fstq,

Thomas J. Hal 1, in at the MecK)rial Mospital in Livingston, hlr, Hallin
is Assistant Manager, Construction Department, Yellovjstone Paife Oompaxry,

and Mrs. Hallin, formerly Betty Lae Proznick, served for several years
as Stenographer in the Naturalist Division.

I^rria.stes , William L. Arnold and Lou ELla Mary Knudson were
married April 1? at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Bonner, l-bntana.

Mr. Arnold is the son of the late Everette L. and l^rguerite L. Arnold
of Yellowstone and was a former exnplojee of the National Park Service
here, now attending Montana State College at BoaCTian.

Robert L. Abbie, son of Mechanic (Heavy Duty) and Mrs,
Lester C. Abbie, and Ituth Eiaily Sousa of Stoneham, Massachusetts, v;ere

TEBrtied April 23 in the Episcopal Church in Stoneham. Both are in the
U. G. Kavy stationed at the Naval Comraunications Station in New Xork
City.

Persoiyiel . John W. Galle, Fiscal Accounting Clerk, Gi)-5>

tendered his resignation ilpril 7 j to be effective at the close of fey 7,
to enter in business in Gardiner.

lierle S, Stitt, Park Ranger, GS-5, left April 7 on Pronation
and Change of Headquarters to Super^sory Park Ranger, GS-6, Hocky
Jfountain Ilational Park, effective April 10.

Charles E. I'bore, Tiiae, Leave and Payroll Supervisor, G3-5,
was converted April 10 to career appointment as Time, Leave and
Payroll Clerk, GS-4, in order to establish career status.

Charles A. Budge, Park Ranger, G-3-5j Badlands National
Ifenumait, received a Proiaotion and Change of Headqimrters to Super-
visory Park Ranger, GS-6, Yellowstone, effective April 17. He arrived
with his fandlj^ the ISth.

Hernmn R. Bicistoch, Pluiiober Foreman, ims appointed Acting
Sanitation Officer April 4 until further notice.

The follovdng seasonal employees were appointed during April:
Mrs. Lois I^iilligan, Cl^rk-iypist, GS-5;, April 6j I4rs. Viola B. Roylance,
derk-l^ist, GS-3, April 18; and Orville F. Drennan, Storekeeper
(General), GS-3, April 25.

Fdscellaneous . Tlie regular monthls'- meeting of the Hational
Federation of Federal Employees was held in the Cantean April 4.
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Itie Americsan Federation of Gtovemment Iilmployees held its

regular nionthly meeting on April 11 in the Canterai,

The Annual Ski Meet sponsored hs^ the lellowstone Park Skiers
was held at the Undine Falls ski hill April 3«

At the Gardiner School Board meeting in Gardiner April 4*
Jack Hasty was elected Trustee. The other members of the Board are
Frank Rigler and Bert Onstott. Mrs, Helen B. Trac^ was reappointed
Clerk. High School and Junior Hi^ School children of park residents
attend the Gardiner School.

The Ifermaoth School made a field trip April 21 to Livingston
where th^ attended a puppet show and visited two local museums and
several business places.

Edmund B, Rogers
Superintendent

In duplicate

Copy to Region Two

Files (2)
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