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At this It the first report from this now
pork, a resume of the history of the park
la included iron 1929 to present. 1-5

The unusually heavy rainy season was
augmented by one full hurricane and a
tropical disturbance which caused inunda-
tion of practically entire park area* S

Useting of Everglades Park Comission
relative to dedication* Talk at Notary
Club. 4

Two Coot Bay tracts appraised. Royal
Fata Park deed boing processed. 4

AP tarried story on Park naturalist
Cress* • Appointment • 4

Application for permit for house boat
made. 4

COPSRATIVB CGVaBMBIT AGB!CI3G*Bakor appointed FffS Itefuge Onager.
Other P>15 personnel continued patrol
in and near park.
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4-6

Attorney General r.tson wins right to
plead ease of 32 million before State
Supreme Court. 5

ood year for roseate spoonbills, croco-
diles and alligators* Some bird/rookeries
still producing, nail mammals drowned in
hlgi water. 5-6

Appraisers in area.

Comasroial fisherman drowned by
hurricane.
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Superintendent*s Monthly narrative Peport for the aonth of Soptoabor 1047
^or

gVHIGL&PgS g&TIOEftL PARK«—»—^^—» i » ii ii

Ootober 9* 1947

CTTBCDUCTIQg
» »

A* this is tho first Monthly Narrative Hcport of the -voruladeB Hatioml
Park, a brief history of tho area ni^it bo in ardor* Chronolo&ieally* the

higili^its ore at follows

:

1929 1 The Tropic ^vor^lados national Dark '.ssooiaUon was formed
with Dr* David Fairohllda as President end :>. Sraost : • Cos
os obalraan*

The Florida Legislature passed enabling aots for tho park
and for appointnont of a State body to be called the nvor£l*des
Zfctioml Fork Ccramission* This Cosndssion was given broad powers
inoIodine oondeaoation of lands*

1031s :he national loxks Association appointed a oosaittoo to
inveatl^te tho proposed area*

1932 i Congross poraitted appointnont of a coauittoc to investigate
consisting of Frederick lav Olnstoad and illian P* barton
(Senate Doc* !At 72nd Cone* 1st session)*

1033 » The State of Florida authorised turning over 3£S*0C0 acres of
State-owned lands for national park purposes*

1934 1 Congress passed an act authorising creation of tho L*verglades
national lark ehen certain conditions were not by the itate*

The first everglades National Hark Coaalsslon was appointed
by overnor sehulfcs tdth Thorns Paaooast as chairtBan and Ernest Cos
as executive ohairaan»

1937i Congress aaendod Uie 1934 Aot so that tho sovernaent mitfit be
ablo to expend funds on tho project*

Biological investigations tiers nado under the C*C.C* projracu

Svor&Lades national Park - Page 1*
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r 1 1344: On readiest of cvcrnor Holland, Enrico reprosontaLives nade
study of area to determine alnlwna acooptable boundaries

M paased an aot permitting tho Seorotary to accept
jurisdiction of this wlrtlana area as a federal wildlife refuge
for ten years, unices a park was oreated in the neantiae, with
oil rights reserved by the State and private owners anile it was
in refuge status*

1940s Fish and Tildlife Service assigned personnel and equipment
to the area*

1346s Governor Caldwell reactivated the everglade* national lark
Ccaaiaaion and neaed August Burghard aa Cbairnan* An executive
ooasaittee wae forned consisting of Burghard of Ft* Lauderdale,
John it fenuokanp of the Ulead. "Herald", Ceneral Blending of
Tallahassee, lire* '?• L* Jennings of Jacksonville, Earl Diokol of
Sarasota, eorge tore of Leeeburg, Harold Colee of Jacksonville*
Gilbert Loacli ana Executive director, "ill H* Preston of "iami
beoaas attorney for the Coaaission* Cosndssion asetings r«re held
at lHaai, Bindley Key, and Jaokaonville, the firet attended by
Governor Caldwell, the latter by Senator possard Holland*

1947s The President signed an executive order closing the area to
nigratory waterfowl hunting*

The Departasent accepted conveyanoe of State-owned lands for
wildlife protection purposes*

A Comission xsteting wae held at Csoeola to deteraine the
legislative program*

•s led by John D* Penaekeap appeared before
the Florida legislature* Certain enabling acts were then passed
and $2,000,000 was appropriated by unanimous vote in the State
Senate and only a few dissenting votes in the House, to purchase
private lands*

The Sverglades National Bark was oreated by an order of the
Secretary in June, based upon the 1934 enabling Aot of Congress*
This consisted of Stato and private lands free of oil leasee* The
rest of the area with oil louses on it renainod under the rish and
'ildlife Service.

Congress appropriated 1946 fiscal year funds for tho park and
refuge*

Bverglades national Park * Page 2.
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I
L* H* Cray was appointed to load the Land .Xoquisition Office.

I
Daniel 8* Board ontsrod on doty a* Superintendent, August 27,

oa transfer fren Eefuge afcmejer* Cwer^lados rational TTildlifo ::cfugo«

Anas ::• Stoith catered on duty as Chief Clerk, : opteabor 21,
on transfer fron 01 i 1ntaasauy-Chattanooga National Military Park*

COSDZT20BB .

Precipitation ia Coptenber la uaually the highest of any aontha.
Tnis year, the 1947 rainy eeaaon tread of above aomal rainfall continued
throuJiout the month* Cae full hurrioane oaae aoroas the : tabs ia a general
eaet to west dirootioa north of the park causing heavy 3&I0 triads in the
park from aorthwest* isost* aad southwest as the atom aoved over the State*
As usual* the hurrioane was aooonpaniod by heavy rains* A tropical die*
turbeaoe that did not reaoh hurrioane else passed west of the park in tfco

ulf of noxleo traveling in a northeasterly dirootioa fron the Dry Tortures
(ft* Jefferson rational Bejusant) to the naialand ia Use vioiaity of
?t* Jfym* This brought (gale Triads from a south and southeasterly direction
to the park.

The effeot of these winds was to both foroe salt water into the park
and back up fresh water all alone the southern ooaat of the naialand and the
southwestern coastal areas* The Sverglades were already unusually wet and
inundated throuJiout the park enoept ia piaelands* Ap^readaately fifteen
alios of the road from Paradise ley to the Cape Sable area wae completely
under water* and remained so until the end of the month*

AH canals leading out of Lake nsseohdbes were wide open all month to
permit waters to flow out* Severthsless* severe damage occurred in sugir-
oaao* bean* and other fields because of inundation and broken dikes*

Loss of life bee&uso of hurricanes aad floods mi extremely li^it ia
lorida as there wae ample kerning and inhabitants of danger areas wsro

evacuated by special trains and other means before the storm reached the
mainland* Property damage was also slight* except to trees and crops*
because residences and other buildings are built to withstand hurricuacs aad
were well boarded up in advance*

There was practically no damage to tue park*

Temperatures for :eptoaber were approximately normal* Itamidity was
hi* thou* beoauee of the flooded oonditionc and rainfall*

'Everglades national Park • Page 3*
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CPTS2AI. ACTIVITIES

The Superintended; and Chief Clerk attended a iacoUn£ of the
Dedication Cooaittee of tfee Everglades reUoaal Park Cenuiselon in ::lanl

in wfcieh it «i decided that parte dedication would be sought Deeesfcer C.

The SuperinUsndent gsve a talk before the Heapstead Notary Club on
U» *erclado* Sationel Bar.:.

mro cr fritasb iah*

Appraiser© Xron the Zand ;-cquisitloa Office aade appraisals of tfce

uol.c uul ilLiueon poverties ftt Ml ^*v-«

Deeds of the I lorida federation of -coon's Clubs wore turned over to
lopartaont of Justioo attorney Fatten by the land /jequietticn Cffloe.
-hooe dead* are now in process of acceptance by the Departzaont for the Royal
Pala wtate Bark lands*

(Xm&L K'SLXCITT
I I «—^M I

I

Associated Press dispatches carried a story on the appointment of
Be ftayonl c-rege G* *"wk E&turalist and D* B« Beard as superintendent*

The Bleed "Herald" stair erlter, : town Trusfcull, published an article
on the progress of the park and Roving ef headquarters to Boeestoed,

Pj BBBft .~'y; ."
;

ar* Hone uayne and oaoral Lorens made application for a business
concoseion permit for a houseboat this sinter at Coot Day*

Mr* Gerald Baker of Zentucky 'oodlends Stttonal Wildlife r.cfuge eas
assigned to the everglades Hetional ildlife refuse by the : lsh and lld-
lifo wcrvioe*

Pilot Biologist Ikeid
Service's "^idgson" duriag the
again on a brief trip to the
the Bonth*

flee in rdth the Fish and midlife
after a sucnor in Canada* Be left

coast (of I lorida) reiugos the last of

Patrolaon larous Carney Parker and Under IteXUfli auaager Jack ateon
continued patrol of the park and the refuse by beat and oar all oonth*

Sstional Perk • lege 4*
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Assistant Chief Conservation Officer Duaoel and ; tato C ismnation
Cffioers Cooper and Sewton oontiauod operations in and near the park area
all aonth* Che so-oallod Loop Hoed of the Caaiaai Trail ma blocked off
by thoa to protect tarkeye tint sought nigh ground Curiae floods*

wml SBBi :r BBBfii *--'• :-'- :
"

•

l luprooD Court of lorida a^rotd to boar the oaeo of Attorney
Coaeral Tod "atoon vers4 Ctato Treasurer tareon relative to payaent of
?2,000.000 to the United States to purchase lands in the park* 3r* mttson
mas given until October 26 to prepare his case against the State and said
that if he lost he would carry it to the United States Supreme -curt.
Senator LoTtoy Collins acted as attorney for Br* Larson and wae unsuccessful
in his plea that, sines the uonoy was already accepted by the Secretary* it
eas a wdemd issue."

MsBABCHAJP CPSZBfgATIOU-«-» » p p » 11

The largo bird rookery at East River sas practically dornant during
Septoaber vith a fcrr white ibises still feeding youn^ of the year*
Cuthbert take rookery sas in about the sane state and used aeinly as a
roost* Catfish Key*: ildo SeyxCyster Key* areas of riorida Hay continued
as summer rookeries* but wore ronohinc the end of their cycle also*

The late sussaar roseate spoonbill population of Cape Sable and the
vast coast reached approximately 250 birds* nost of than ixzmture* This
is a larger summer population than recorded since reoords have been kept
after the 1936 hurricane.

crocodile nests in : lorida Say (outside Immediate park)
indioats suecessful seasonal hatch and possibly the beet survival of young
in the past

large flights of bine-winged teal cane into the Cape Sable area
the Diddle of Septsnbsr which is a little earlier than usual* They
not seen after the hurricane and amy bave aoved to Cuba*

Several aaacals sere noted that had been drowned in high waters* These
raoooons sad various rodents* The mortality aaong saall aaaaals

probably quite hitfu

aemll alligators sore seea acre often than ever before in the
dent's experience here* It is usual for these little •gators to novo into
shallow water areas to avoid predacious fishes* The widespread inundation
has apparently permitted better than average survival*

began to run in the ulf off Cape 'able in

Keergladme National fmrk » Page S*
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Vixitinj Superintendent liadcr is responsible for the first authenti-
cated fish story in this ne pari., ""bile returning alon^, the flooded road
frca Coot Day, bis cocpanioa killed fIfteen ponnda of oanorovo ^nappers

b a aachete on the r©»

VIC". '

Benjamin F* L. Leron* regional ; ield Daoainer, Bureau of Land
icpteaber i-C7* Br« 'leron eae appraising land*

Jaass • £ader, Luperintena«xt# Ft* MaPwy National Bomnent and
Liatorio ..hrine* Ceptez&er 11;-CC* ^r* Hader wis acting as an appraiser*

A nwriilal risbsraaa noaed Frost and his hound dog eer- drowned
off llasdnco during the fcurrioane* 9s bad a aoall boat that bs bad converted
to a house boat* It ms toploevy* The body vas rooovered one rm%k later by

ooostoad oartieian irho reached the area circuitously by a boot out of
Tavenier Coy Large*

Daniel C* Board
^Tcrintendent

oca rireetor, .ashin^ton (5)
Regional Lireetor* flexion One (2)

L» M. Gray
Coordinating Supt # , SNMs

Everglades national Park * Page C.
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Summery of the October 1947 Monthly Karrativo Report
far
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., 7IAL ACTIVirXHBs

'CTICID i

status of potass unos.

;nm c

JPTBCttCilgB ?0 PAIUC AHK& i

Ca3C2SSXCSJJ j
i i

COQPERATIir Q<ymffiff AGHXIIS i

MPBabcii Ai;r. ajcsnvATiaui

visitore i

EAJIUTTv SIEVXCBi

Unusual rainfall censed serious
Evcrr.ladec floods* On© tropical
storm occurred* Arty engineers
plan water control*

Park Dedication date tot for
Dosenfcer C* EvercladoB ste£i> to
be SssuoC.

Coot Bay property acquired.

Buildinc beeux; retsodolod as
headejuarterc*

State fixed hichaoy holec*

Application for houseboat rejected*

Fish and Wildlife Service patrol
continued*

Birds eproad over aroa# spoonbills
and wood ibises congregate to neet*
Alligators increasing* State closes
season on deer and turkey*

First two rancors at or on duty*
bocin patrol work*

I

2

2

2

|

5
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superintendent^ UWbhly rarrafclvo Report fcr the month of October 1047

Bavorfcor 10, 1947

ma*TOB OCsTOgXCM..—^— in

Temperatures fcr October avarccod one point below ncrnal* Richest
reading vno 00 dog* Ft and lowest im C2 dec* F*

Tarty in the month ft tropical disturb&noe of near hurricane fcroo
entered the pftik In tho vicinity of Shark River and moved across In ft north
northeast direction to r lccil* Resorded winds did not roach full hurricane
strength (V5 m*p*h»), bub may b«re boon the* hi^h when tho storm hit tho
mainland* come destruction of rlftrtb manGrovoo occurred In tho labyrinth at
tho mouth of tho .' hark River* Shortly boforo this Atom, an unusual elootrio
atom occurred, liirrloanoB are not normally associated with tlundtrotorm »
r,3de one wao of very unusual intensity accompanied by olo v/indo and a torren-
tial downpour. It traveled in a northerly direction, D«37 inohei of rainfall
foil in one day*

There has been such ©peculation about those two phenomena besause of tho
peonUm1 behavior of the tropical disturbane** It was known that the atom
was "salted* with dry ice, but results were considered a military seoret.

Rainfall during Cotobcr woo 2D,DC inohoo near nomostead* normally it

Is 0,00 inohoo, asking this month tho nost unusual on record* Inundation of

the ontlre iVerclades region ooourred eauslnc widespread flood inc of proves,
farmlands, and urban property• saorr;eney dikes were thrown up north and
Brush alone the eastern borders of tho Brerglades north of the tmdmsA Trail
to pretest oast coast cities, iederal omercouey funds wo appropriated,
Army engineers worked on a water prolan widoh would set up controlled water
conservation areas north of tho park and protect valuable lands. This would,
in offoot, contain tho waters in tho Brerglada* basin and pomit two of then
In dry wint or periods for roaharco into the park so well as other lands where
irrigation is needed and salt water infiltration must bo stopped* Tho plan
will be presented to Congress and, sccordinc to preliminary indications, is
very such in keeping with tho desires of t Ids Service, It aiill oast several
million dollars*

liational lark - Fac© 1*
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flhile water conservation My seem odd in the face of extreme flood

conditions, it oust be rcacubered that rain la seasonal end evaporation so

Croat that. In normal yeorc, thoro is only about three inclioe of excess annual
wear in the TVerglades basin*

At tho end of the north* the park we* like a g5ant suporsoturated sponge,
but water was dropping rapidly and farmers nearby were alroady preparing to plant
fields whioh were knee-deep in water earlier in October*

SHXIAL ACTITiJJp
It was decided by the Dvergladas rational Park Cocraiseion that tlda park

will be dedicated on Decoder 6 at LVarcladee (city) in Collier County* The
superintendent wee given a catchall title of "Fiold Director* end assigned
to the job of zaakinc all plans* numerous oonforenoea reaultod*

A throe-cent Everglades national Perk stacp «aa authorised by the Post
Office Department to be said at Florida City on Deaenfcer 6*

Talks on the park were given by the superintendent att

neetinc, Hedlanda Choabor of Comerce, October 0*
Ssdlanda District High School, October 17*
Annual meeting. Collier County Lions Club, October SO*
Honestend m#i School, Ootobor SI*

IBBFBCTIOIE

T$wrs, Regional quipoent l^ineer, October 3-G
J* Allen* Regional Director, Cbtobor 17-10

C* R* Vint en, Coor* Superintendent, Southeastern
national IJonumenta, Ootobor 17-10

STATUS OF PSIVATE UBD6

Project Leader L* li* Gray of the Land Acquisition Office completed all
negotiations for acquisition of the so-called "Coot Bay property* The
Service has taken the area over ponding completion of payment by the government*

BTCOBTiU

Bids were let and work started on remodeling the front end of Ratilarris

Chamber of Conneroo Building in Homestead as park hoadquarterc*

Batlonal i ark - Page 2*
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APTRQaCTaS TO PAIS AREA—<»»————^— i « n

The Stab© Highway repartaent mowed road shoulders through Paradise Key

aafl filled holes in the road there caused by inundat ion*

The road fron the : onroe County line to Flamingo was impassable all

xaanth sad Coot Joy property could be reached only by boat*

-'• :..i-- .••

In conference with Regional Director Allen and Coordinating Superintendent

Vinton it sas decided that application for a house boat in Coot Bay by !&•• Rone

Sfeyno would be rejected on the grounds of no prior use of the area by Ida.

COOPERATING GOygmOBI AgBiCITg

Patrolman 'Jarous "Barney" Parker of the Fish and midlife Service and
Under Refuge Llanager Jack C* Stetson of the sans agency ware the only field

Ban on the Fish and .aid life oervSee patrol in October* Mr* Parker worked in
the park area*

RBSEARC 7 1

Colonial birds (ibisce, egrets, herons, etc*) were widely scattered during
the month because of flooded conditions*

On October 23* park rangero found about fifty adult roseate spoonbills in
the vicinity of nesting keys of Florida Bay (outside the park as now constituted)*
This is a normal situation prior to nesting*

A flock of fifty white pelicans arrived at Cape Sable about the niddle of
October*

late in the month* wood ibises had begun to congregate at Cuthbert Lake
rookery (a little oarly) as is customary prior to nesting* Flocks were larger
than usual though*

The alligator population this year aeens definitely better than in the
past* Although one »gator hunter camp was located that had been recently used
(Kiddle Fox Lake)* the number of alligators larger than five feet in length
observed* indicates some big ones are left*

The State of Florida closed the deer and turkey season in southern
counties this year which was a good move* Doer are increasing in the hardwood
hanmook sections, especially near Jimmie Tiger's old oamps ite southwest of
arable Oil road* But high water has made deer vulnerable to hunters in sir
boot a*

ftrorgladeo atiomJ. ftasfc - ivsc :..





Report 1ml

Ho large movements of waterfowl from the north have yet been noted.
This is believed to be indicative of reported scarcity*

VISITORS

J* V* Kelsey, U. S* Game Management Agent, October 3

James Cass, Custodian of Ft* Jefferson National Monument, October 13

John DeWeese, Boatman of Ft. Jefferson National Monument, October 13
C. A* Hodges, City Editor, Miami Daily Here, October 13

RAIIGER SERVICE

Park Rangers Willard Dilley and Erwin Mnte entered on duty in October.
Mr. Dilley is a former Naval officer who holds a 13. S* in zoology with
emphasis on ornithology. Mr. Winte has been a State Conservation officer in
the Everglades for about eight years*

Rangers manned the Paradise Key and Coot Bay properties* They made
boat patrols in cooperation with Fish and Midlife Service to Madeira Bay*
Flamingo, Cape Sable, and Cuthbert Lake*

DANIELa BEARD

Daniel B • B eard
Sup crint end ent

Director, Washington (5)

cc: Regional Director, Region One (2)

Everglades National Park - Page 4*
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Sunaary of the Koveribor 1947 Monthly Narrative Report
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GEIIKRAL RJ3UCITYI

Dry season began, but water levels
in Glades held*

Park Dedication plane developed*
Several talks j-iven*

Temporary offioe oeciplotod*

COHMAllffSi

Announcement that President will
partioipate in dedication caused
widespread publicity* ..'ew book
on ftrorgledes published.

Cape Sable road condition brought
several objections*

COOPHRATIMS aOVBHSfflgflr AGBEIBi One Fish and wildlife Servioe field
nan operated*

R^KAHCTC AND 033WAT; » Birds began to congregate* Cape
Sable "bird show" neared peak*
Wintering waterfowl began to arrive
in nuBbera.

raise Pi

8A2K5ER SERVICKi

POLICE PB0TT3CTI0HI

Coot Bay and Paradise Key properties
were iianned* Airboet patrol node to
Shark Kivor* low ranger entered
on duty*

l*rog hunters operated in park*
Birds killed*

Pegs

1

1

2

£

Z

2

2
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR a<«)Qrt lml

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Superintendopt ! s Ilonthly ijarrativo Report for the month of November 1947
for

KVTiRGLAPES FATIOIIAL PARK

DsoQEfoer 11, 1947

WEATHER COHDITIOIS

Temperatures for November ranged from a high of 31 decrees Fa to a low
of 54 degrees F* in the Homestead area* This was about average*

Rainfall continued higher than usual with 3*7B inches against a 2*53
inch average. J3ut, the abnormal rainy season had definitely broken. Flood
refugees from Sweetwater, Miami Springs, and Eialeah began to move back
during the month and relatively few homes remained inundated by the end of

November* Surface water levels in the park, however, continued high* This

was in part traceable to emergei.oy dikes and clearin;; of debris from under
Tamiami Trail bridges* The dikes protected east coast cities and contained
the waters in the Everglades basin where free flow to the park was enhanced

by debris clearance*

Glade farmers near the park were able to get in their crops of tomatoes

and beansi but it was still possible to travel easily by airboat to all sec-
tions except pine flatwoods*

HTCIAL ACTIVITIES

The superintendent, as diroctor ;,or the forthcoming dedication
(Deo crab er C) had to spend a great deal of time in making preparations for the
event*

Talks were given by the superintendent ati

Lions and Xiwanis Club, Clewiston, November 20*
Clewiston Garden Club, November 20*

Annual Meeting, Florida Academy of Sciences,
Tallahassee, Lovexiber 21*

The superintendent was reelected a director of the Tropical Florida

Audubon Society and was elected to membership in the Florida Anthropological
ooiety*

Everglades national lark - Page 1*
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ROIH3TMI 3HT l6 7V13MT53Aq3a Report 1ml

IV5R38 XWAq JAUOITAH

IliSFBCTlU

Regional Arohiteet niggins and J'nr.ineer Sweeny, 2*:ovember 5«C*

Remodeling of the temporary headquarters in the I-edlands Chamber of

Cootaorce Building at ::onostead was completed*

:HAL ITOJCHT

The City of Iflami Publicity Departnent sent out approximately 300

pork pictures on request during Hovember to newspapers and magasines*

As the dedication drew near* especially upon vhito House announceaent

of the President's acceptance, publicity reached a orescendo in Florida

nowspapers that oonld not be detailed here*

A book entitled "The Srerglades, ittver of Grass" by iiarjory btonoman

Douglas , was published by iJLneiiart*

COMFUIIffS

The House Fish Company of Flamingo, several sports fishermen, and the
national Audubon Society complained about the condition of the Cape Sable

road* service representatires pointed out that the government does not yet

own the road and public funis cannot be expended* The superintendent talked
with County Commissioner Preston P* Bird who promised a few loads of gravel
let or*

coonsRATisG "
uflaawafl' ageucits

The Fish and '.dldlif e iervice had one men at Florida Bay during Kovember*
r 9 M% B* Parker, formerly of that agenoy, joined this Service and liad not
been replaced by Fish and Vildlife Service during Hovember.

RSSEABCH AID OBSBSVATIOK

Dropping water levels coupled with the approach of nesting season
caused an increased concentration of herons, ibises, and related birds in the
Cape Sable region, headwaters of west ooast rivers, and nearly areas* Approx-
imately 15,000 snowy egrets and other "wading birds" had stabilised in a roost
at Coot Bay*

Bast River Rookery had not farmed, but an ever (-rowing number of anhingas
indioated it would develop on schedule in mid or late Dee ember* Cuthbert lake
rookery was "white with birds" all month* IJo nesting was recorded there in
Kovember thou '

,

Everglades national Park - Page 2*



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE



I C33^ Report i

TOT

Hhito polioone at Cape Gable increased to 200* The wet orfowl popula-
tion grew as northern species such as baldpetes, pintail, lesser scaup, and

coots noved in* There was a netieeable deerease in blue-winged teal* Shore-
birds bad not yet arrived in miabsre*

The always astounding display of blrdlife alorr the Gape Sable Hate
was reaching its peak near the end of ^oreober* It will gradually diminish
in late Deoejfcer as fresh water drains off end salt water beooraei

ia the oanalfl wbioh will prasewably be elwgga* by this tiwe next year*

The west interesting phenomenon eentinues to bo the inereeso of alli-
geton •

: :
g

John n* Baker, Jresident of national -udubon Society, BewsBSjor 7*

,T ^
•

dangers manned the Coot nay property all aonth end the Paradise Key
property each weekend* A special airboet patrol was ran from the Tsnisni
Trail to -hark Hirer headwaters*

Mward Gtopharde, Per* fenger from Blue M4g* larlreay, entered on duty.

•

.:
"

T
~

"

""J t [

;h waters pemitted frog hunters in airboate to cover the entire area
between the Tonierd Trail and the Cape Sable road* About eighteen boats con-
tinued to operate in the park at the end of the north* ranger personnel arc

yet equipped to oonplotely stop .

Bspty sliells and bird feathers strewn en the greend indioated white
Ibises and oth<-r birds were killed at Catfish Key rookery. Paradise Y.«y,

l lasdnge, and Bast Cape Canal*

•mftiELB. REAR*

Daniel D* Beard

The Director (5)
©ci Regional Pireetor, -e;ion One (2)

Brarglades National Park m Pace 3*
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For

Swergladea Yational Park

2. 1948

Om 3fe«Ur 8, the President of the United St«te«, Secretary of tho
Interior. Director of the lational forte Service, and othere t>articir r ted
in tho dedication of tho Srergledeo Xationnl J ark *t tho town of
fcvorcladoo Is Collier County.

Om December 6, • ceremony woo hold ot Florida City on tho occasion
of tho issuance of a new 3-cent stomp homering tho park, Piret day
cancellations ran to 466,64? end 803*800 stamps were sold amounting to

^4,076. It vao gleefully reported in Florida mewspmpere shortly
efterwerde that tho postmaster ot Snnta Monica, California had to
exchange Srerciades stamps for •regular* oaoo when beselged by Iroto

oho had boom mold tho firergladee stamps.

Pur tho record, tho original and four ooploo of thit report contain

n dedication supplauemt with phetegriiphe mmd othor matori al relating to

tho twin eveote.

'itTMnl OTglTTWI

lainfnll for December vao approximately normal with 1.46 imehoo
(1.21 lnohoo ie 1? year average) in the Homestead region, Glades lando
wore drying out and fire haiard increaood. Much of the park area woo etill mmd
under water though. Lake Okeechobee water 1stels remained abnormally high
amd all eanolo lending out of tho lake continued to discharge flood
waters to maximum capacities.

fomporaturoo ranged from a low of 36°F to o hif£ of S6°F. the cold
epell laotod four dsyo. Keen temperetureo for December were 68. 15°P.
This was about normal although mold epell e do not usually occur until
after the first of the year.

Xvergladee Rational Park- Fago 1



4



Hepert lad

Lorotta Setae, Clerk ateaegroaeer rool«aod from th« aorrlco to

lira la Coral »tllfl. Mlea oothe h*d eoea earloyod only a fw Maths
At Beergledee, eealag aa a displaced earaar earleyee froe Cleeelead.

at tha «ad af tha aemth, the parte wee without steaocrephlc help.

ariwiMt tmmm
Beria* Oeeeahor, the oaperlateadeatt

1. *aee a talk aa aorrlco objoetires aad history at
taa erergLedes CeaBunlty Church (Beceaeer 7)

3. attended aa lafomai leachooa eoetie* vita
Secretary Ira* la Kionl ( Beeenber 10)
attended a acetla* af tha fieriAa 01 ty eaaaell ta

answer eharcee th**t taa park entrance aad already *een
decldod aa at feoaostoed ( December 16)

4. Attended tha anneal Board af Directors mooting of tha
Tropical eadeboa Society (Peeeaeer 16)

healers af tha parte otaff vara hoots far a flra law oa/orcoaaat
ochnol hold at park heedouartore Oaaaaaar 16-17 hjr tha Florida Forest
aad Fork Serrlee.

MaMfi reT». ale grfflal

*afk paraoaaol draw up a aahaaa far early uaa af tha aroa aad a
plam for tha dorolspnsat af a Coot hoy Hauler aad Saat station. These
vara aahalttod ta tha Regional director aa lafareatlaa far a coaforotic

o

with tha Secretary.

fork pereonnel eada a field eurrey ef the Lodge area at Faredlee
Key ( feraorly Boyal i aln state Park).

CoapUiate eeatlaaed ee the caadltlea ef Ut Cape Salle read, *e It
la net yet federally evaed, re eaplalaed the feet te thooe vlahlag lanedlate
action. The latleaal Malaboa -odety wrote te Governor U*ldvell about
the road aad vera eooared that the its to vlll do eonethla* la Jeatery.

a oaaplolat wee alee received free: Hr. Chee. Feehs of the shark Klrer
Fishing Cnap (Coot ley property) concerning aae ef the grounde ey charter*

\ heataea. «o referred the boataam to Mr. iucha explaining that until the
property la pmrcheaed ay the gerernaeut, re oaa do nothing ereept try to
protect It free) Taadala. The hoataaa decided to tie ap la the caaal aad
cIMaa ho oaa aae Feeh*s cat to Coot lay*

Brergladec latleaal lurk- Page tee
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A
*»»ft*/*r** vo ?*« JKi

The Florida dUM *!<**ay Department aoved read *hould*r* for f lr*

haaard reductloa froa florid* City to sad Including Orudis* toy la

Uo park.

Th* latioaal Audubon Jeclety ran one-day Audubon Tour* lata tho park
twice each vook aatll tho loot week of tho aoata. The** rtV*r«^ed nix

pereenu per trip. If they eea get p*rul**ien to aoe Coot lay property
from th* owner, -ha*. Fnc}*, tea-day trip* will etort la Jeauary.

the tapreao Court of the State of Florida eaaalaouely epheld the
oplaloa of tho lover court that State Treaeuror tareea acted legally
ia preparing a check for $2 alllloa for tho United Stateo to purehaee
privet* laado la thio park, Attorney General 'ataon brought tho ault.

Dade County voter* author! ted the ereatloa of a eater conservation
dlotriot north of tho Taalaal Trail. Thia haa aleayo been aadoroed by
ierrlce repreoeatatlvee ae It will provide for the protection of tha
rit&l aear^ladea J*a*la watarahed north of tho park.

Oathbort Lake Rookery woo reported forming on eohedulo In ni*W>*c*Bb*r.
Boat Biver Hookary had not foraod at that tlao ( laet eboervation) and
la considered a llttla lata. The eltuatiea at Shark Hirer la not known.
Tho largest ooncentratlona of blrda oontlnued to be the Cape Sable flat*
and around tho toaporary Coot Bay Sanger Station.

•intaring waterfowl were etlU far below aoraal with coota. baldpate*,
pintail*, florid* duoka ( r«*ld*at), bluewlnged teal, and redbreaeted
aeneoaaora especially noticed. The coot population haa daeraaaed aarkedly
ia the peat throe year*.

Motowerthy ebeerratloat veroi
A light phaae ahort-teiled hawk over Coot B*yt 3eeenb*r 18
A pair of Florida crane* 16 all** aw of Faradlee Key, Don. 19
Two to five aatar* roeeate spoonbill* »t Coot Bay all aonth.
Throe •cl*eer-t Hod flycatchere at Taaiaal Trail, Bee. 20.

Fork Ranger Vlllard Oilley eoaploted a prellalnary cheek list of blrdo
for tho park froa publiahod data. *hie 1* now being *et up in cardax fllee.

Bvergladea Notional Fark- Fag* three
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n im mm
tark dedication coreaoalaa ao stimulated trarel that It vaa

neoeteary to post park rangere at Peradlae Key far public contact work
•vary weekend. Ma dafinlta count a hare yet been possible, but raagere
estimated 300 persons aach veskead. fhla lncraaaad tovarde tha and

of tha month to about 300 aa winter touriat season got underway.

snore aatTiCB

Ranger patrol vaa limited to land ureas becnnse of laok of any
floating aquipaaat. Mono of tha Capo Sable- »oat Ooaot araa of tha
park has yot booa reachad by rangera. The Ooot Bay property vaa aannad
all nonth. One trip vaa aada to flamingo by outboard.

XYerglades national Park- *age four
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P R O G R A

Dedication of the

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

At Everglades, Florida,

As the 28th National Park

Saturday Afternoon, December 6, 1947

at 2:00 p. M.

SwrgldUt national ?«rfc~ Pw «lx
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John D. Pennekamp, Presiding

Invocation Deaconess Harriett Bedell

Selection Fort Myers High School Band

Introducing Ernest F. Coe

and Other Distinguished Guests August Burghard

Presentation of Royal Palm State Park Plaque

Mrs. W. S. Jennings and Mrs. L. /. McCaffrey to Mr. Newton P. Drury

Selection Fort Myers High School Band

Remarks Senator Claude Pepper

Remarks Senator Spessard L. Holland

Presentation of Area to Nation . . Governor Millard F. Caldwell

Dedication Secretary of the Interior lulius A. Krug

Address The President of the United States

Benediction Rev. E. A. Finn

Star Spangled Banner Fort Myers High School Band

Wah Nese Red Rock, Soloist

Everglades National Park Commissi

August Burghard, Chairman

Martin Andersen

Karl Bickel

Gen. Albert H. Blanding

Carl Brorein

Harold Colee

D. Graham Copeland

Mrs. Joseph L. Gray

Joe Hall

Carl Hanton

Fayette Holland

Mrs. W. S. Jennings

A. Cliff Johnson

J.
Kennard Johnson

Dr. E. C. Lunsford

Mrs. Gillcn McClure

A. B. Michael

Mrs. T. V. Moore

John D. Pcnnekamp

Richard D. Pope-

Nelson P. Poynter

Norberg Thompson

Leonard K. Thomson

G. G. Ware

Gilbert Leach

Managing Director

McGregor Smith

Dedication Chairman

Will M. Preston

Commission Attorney
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Presidential Luncheon Invitation- 65 people

SEAT ON SPEAKERS' STAND

This card entitles you to occupy a seat on the

Speakers' Stand at the Dedication of the

Everglades National Park, December 6, 1947
Present this card in time to be seated by 1:45 p.n

Speakers Platform— 100 people

DEDICATION BARBECUE

Everglades, Florida, 12 noon to 1 p.m.

December 6, 1947

GuesL

Everglades National Park Commission
Please Siern before P.^s^ntinp

RESERVED SEAT

This card entitles you to one Reserved Seat

Everglades National Park Dedication

December 6, 1947

Please occupy same by 1:45 p. m.

Barbecue (fish fry) and Reserved Seats •• 2,500 issued

Everglades National Park- Page seven
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4.

4%

CAR STICKER

Used for handling
special traffic.

Blue for President
luncheon-yellow for

Fish Try guests

Everglades Rational Park- Pgge aisfrt





PROGRAM

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

EVERGLADES
NATIONALPARK

UNITED STATES POSTAGE

NEW 3-CENT STAMP HONORING
THE EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

9:30 A. M. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1947

FLORIDA CITY, FLA.
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ZBTOCATIOI

01-en by Deaconess Harriet Bedell, Olad** Oro*s

Mittlon of tY*rglad** t fla, D»acoa«»ft Bod oil wot nlsslonary
to tho Indians 1ft Alaska before eoalng to florid* ** Bpleoopal
missionary to tho iealnoles.

"Almighty Ood «ho»* never failing Providence ordereth all
thing* both in heavon and earth, wo prolan fhee and thank Thee

for Thy df to of tho vondoro and tho boantioo of nature— that
haot into tho hoart* of nan to preoerro tono of tho beautiful place*
on earth— beautiful bird*, and animal*, and rare plants— that
through nan 1 * eelflshneo* and commercial greed they nay not become
oxtinot.

Bleee wo pray tho* thlo park we are dedicating today. May it
be a haren not only for wild life but where wo nay find the beautlet
and peace of nature-- where wo nay go apart fron the hurry and
anxletlee of thl* Ufa, "a specially thank The* for the privilege
of having our ^r«*ldont with u* today*

"01we grace and wisdom, wo pray Th**9 to those who are furthering
tho ideal* of thlo park that It nay continue to be * place of Joy and
pleaeure,

vk*y all who visit thl* ra*t and beautiful park b* drawn nearer
to Ood and g*t * glimpse of hi* peace and Majesty amidst th* changing
•oclal order of today.

**e aak it through Hin Who brought peace and goodwill Into the
vorld at tho first Chrl stars tine. J#su* Christ, our U>rd and Javlaar"

Brergladoa -atlonal Park* Page 10
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By
3enator Claud* Pepper

"Amidst theas scenes of enchanting interest today the

President of the United States and the Governor of Florida
rededleate to nature and to the people, thie rest half a
million acres which has ever heen nature* e aajestlc own.

•kereafter and for all tine it belongo only to nature* to

nature's God, and to the Aaerlcan people, for today this primeval

expense, containing Taet areas where white nan has newer sot foot,

beconee the twenty-eighth national park— the Sverelades National

Park.

"It will he the only such tropical park in all the land, here
more than 1,000,000 vielters vill soon coae each year to enjoy thie
marvelous museum of nature.

"They will see the crocodile, the giant manatee, the alligator,

the white-tailed deer, and TOO varieties of aquatic creatures. They
will see the white egret and the roseate spoonbill, the wood ibis,

the flamingo* the heron.

"Too, they will see the world 1 e talleet aangroTO trees and 14
allss of virgin beaches; a constellation of sparkling lakes, streams,
bayet and inaccsesible swamps in this river of grass— ths Everglades,

"»e wish to express our thanks and gratituds to the President
sf ths United States, not only for the great and strong lntereet in
thie project but for the lnmeasurabla compliment of his personal
appearance here today; to the Secretary ef the Interior, to the
national Park Service, and to ths Governor and his eabiast and ths
Legislature of Florida; to othera too numerous to mention whoeo
determined and untiring eervioss have brought at long last to ths
people ef this State and thie country, this tropical monument to

nature*

"And now to the people *e Federal Government and to the national
Park Service we happily cormit the protection and care of thie rare
and beauteous treasure for the health and hanplneos of all ths
Aaerlcan people*

"hay it long be n ooafortlng refuge to those who seek inspiration
and satisfaction at the shrine of nature."

Fvergla&es national Park- Pago 12





Report lml

mm**

Senator dpeeeard L. Holland

•President Truman, Oovarnor CAi4v«ll, Secretary Krug, iadiea and Gentlemen*

•The presence here of the President of the United 3tatee and
the Secretary of the Interior to dedicate the Wergild ea National
Park showe clearly the importance which the Federal •overnment
gives to thla newest of National Parka— the VatIon9 a only
sub-tropical park, fir. President and Mr. Secretary, the thonaanda of
Florldlans, "both official and private eitleene, who have, through
the yeare, worked together to make poaalble the grant a of State land and

HnM monwy hy which the creation of this Park waa made poeoible
are deeply grateful to yon for your umtivingreffoxt unfailing
intereet and asaiatnce, aa well aa for your cosing here today.

<U«ide fron the public and civic ageneiea which hare functioned
eo effectively in Florida In the long effort to create a great
National Park, I feel that thle ie the appropriate tine to call
public attention, with gratitude, to the big prrte played by two

great organ! satione, the Florida Federation of women's -lube and
the National Audubon Society. The Club *omen acquired, 31 years
ago, the Eoyal Pain hammock and preeerved it a&fiinet the de ruction
which occurred in noet of our other atanda of native royal peine,
Aa a reeult the Eoyal Pain Hancock, recently deeded to the Federal
Gorernnent, hae beeone part of the park, bringing to the park the

noet mejeetic Boyal Paine in our nation along with nany other native,
eub tropical tress.

"The Audubon Society but.; Had the aupervlalon, the equlpnent, and
the «ardene by whoee offorte, beginning in 1901, many epeciee of
the incomparable bird, anlsal, and fleh life' of the Park region
were safeguarded and, in some inetanceo, eaved fron extinction. The
thousands of Florida Club Women and the tone of thousands of Audubon
members throughout the Vatlon have every ri«ht to feel happy today
that their devoted efforte have borne such good fruit.

*X sincerely hope that the National Park Service which now begins
Its patient labor of years to eafejroard thle lmmenee wilderaeee at
the same tine make It subject to visitation and enjoyment by millions
of cltltene will have the continuing ardent eurport of these two great
organizations ne well an the aympnthetlc interest and backing of
lovere of nature everywhere and of the entire American public."

Bvergladee National i ark- Page 13
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MOHTHLT BARRATIVS REPORT

TOR

RtERflLADRS BATIOBAI PARK

January, 1948

WSATRIR C0KDITI0H3

Ttmperaturee for January wore about arerage. There voro two

cold spells accompanied by strong northerly winds ( known locally
as "northers). On January 15 the temperature dro pod to 35*I.

High for the month was 87°T.

Rainfall continued to be unusually high with 3*70 inches in the
Homestead area which was 2.15 Inches shore the ten year arerage.

The Tamiami Carnal was filled to the brim all month, but not orerflowing
as In the past few months* Behind the Dadettroward temporary loree,

some inundation continued north of the Trail.

Surname water remained In many parts of the park south of Township
line 56*599 and along the main Xrerglades drainage channels. In other
areas, the water table was so high that showers brought temporary,
wldesprsad lnnundation. Caps Sable flats were drying up rapidly all
month though*

Clear, fresh water continued to flow through Tarpon Bay and down
the Shark and Harney Hirers. Last year at this time the waters at
Little Banana Patch near the headwaters of the Shark were extremely
salty and a dirty brown color. Salt intrusion in canals was much lsss
than last year. On January 8, 1948 chloride ppm In the Ingraham Canal
was 575 at 19 mllss sw of Paradiss Roy, 54 at 16,1 miles, and 15 at
4.1 miles.

Unless almost drought conditions prerall from now until June, the
normal rainfall of the rainy seaeon will repeat, to an extent, the floods
of last fall which hars not yet fully subsided*

iPRClAL ACTIVITIES

during January, the Superintendent

I

1. Care a talk on park objectlre to Redlande Carden Club
2. Attended a meeting of the Erergladee Rational Park Conniaslon
3. Mtended a meeting of the South &ado County Hater Control

Committee
4. Care a talk on the park at the Clrltan Club in Kiami

5. Care a talk on park bird life to the Tropical Florida
Audubon Society, I. Miami 'omans' Club.

Park Ranger Dilley participated in the annual waterfowl inrentory Jan. 10.

Rrsrgladee Rational Park p. one
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XRSPICTI0H8

C* 1* Vinton, Coordinating Superintendent* Southeastern
Nat* ml JAonuiasnls" -January 19

William O'lleil, Begionel Ingtnoor, Belph 'otnoB, Ssglonal
Chlaf of Plenning-Wanuary 16-19.

CBHBIAL PJBLieXTT

Tho February issue of tho National Geographic Mr.gss1ne carried
as artlelo "wauntlng Hoart of tho Everglades" by Brown and Culver*

"fwjrade" a syndicated Sunday newspaper supplement bad a brief
story on tho parte January 11*

national Barks Madeline oarrlod too artlolosi "The South Florida
Situation Today* by Toleio Culver and "The Everglades lational Perk
Dedication11 by Gilbert Leach*

Tbo "Arkansas Gasefcte" published a squib under tho heading*
•Heps, lot Yet" which saldt "When President Truman dedioato tho
Everglades National Park, 100 Sawlaoles showed up to see if anyone
really vented to give the country bask to thorn*"

Dado County began work on the Caps Sable road during the
and had it in excellent shape to West Lake*

CO0PB*ATXI0 KCMGOfSfllMEMT ACUttXBt

Audobon Teure (two-day) started on Jrruary U+*

The parte renainod without service* of a stenographer all month*
Office work had to be confined to the most important correspondence
and reports*

mnufssnes

Chief Banger Karl Sesdngsen arrived January 13* promptly found a
house, rsdeosrateu it* and reported for iity January 29*

C83AKS Am OBSPWATIOH

Feat Blver ssokery failed during January from unknown causes*
This famous rookery usually forms in December, but was late this year
and settled down with only about 3*000 birds by January 7* Shortly
afterwards, rookery desertatlon began to occur and by the end of the
month there were no birds loft In the

fvwrgladee latioxial Park —Page Two
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8ervloe penonail wont op and oaaped near the rookary aa soon
aa the situation waa known, but observations failed to diecloee
the reason for the desertion. Although black vulturea were present
aapeoially toemrda the end* rangers did not believa thay ware the
deteraininc factor*

The entire biolio picture in the park thie winter la unuaual and
attributable. In part at lest, to hi#i water conditions, shark
River rookary had not begun to form by the and of the month and
th re wore no pre-nesting aonoentrationa of white iblaea observed*
The Aiericaa egret reoet at Tarpon Bay hold very few birds*

Cuthbert Lake Rookery wae in excellent ahape with younc of the year
ready to leave nests* For the first time, thia crowded rookary has
apread off Rookery Island to the xmngrovee along the shore of the lake*

Bird concentrations were at oapa Sable Flats (egrets, heron,
shorebirds, white pelicans), Garfield Bight (egrets, horone, ahorabirda,
spoonbills) and Coot Bay Pond*

A herd of approximately SO aanateee was flushed from favorite
feeding grounds at the mouth of Lane aivsr (eastern Whitewater Bay)
on January 2% Thia waa a former manatee hunting area ad the big
sswssals were wence very rare at the location* An unusually fin*
observation was wade at Avocado Creek in upper Shark River of a manatee

and calf the ease day* The calf waa about four foot long* Kearby
a second adult* vary large and possibly the bull*

VISITOW

Mr. and Mrs* Burnie Campbell, Chief Banger from Blue Bidge Rarkway
stayed at Hoyal Palm Leige wart of the month*

Bra* Paul Moore, Director of Beti:ml Audubon Society and Mrs*
Crewnenshleld of Boca Grande and Marblehead wore taken
to Cuthbert Lake Bealary during the month*

:tri and Mrs* Dsvorouac Butcher, Qceoutlve Seerotary ofNationel
Parka Association arrived the latter part of the month*

Daniel B, Beard,

Bverglades Nati nel fmrk e Rage three
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SWMABI Of TBI raHJARY 1948 KDBTBLT BABBATXYB as?QSf
MlITU9US18 IATI01&L ?ill

*

VXA1KJ& COKDITIOBSi Bxoelleat winter weather pre/railed, but
rainfall was deficient for ftret tl»e la aany scathe 1

•PBCXAL ACfXTXflXBi 'kiperlntenlent attended water ee&eerratloa
la Wa»i 1

pmrxossf i

XBYUfXQATXOBS or BCBIDABT CHABOBSj Collier Oerperatlea executive*
net relative to Collier County land* 1

STAlOS Or PBXYATZ LABBSi niklaeoa property purchased. Rooting decided
priority purchase of private lands. Construction work at Capo
Sable by *.C. Laasferd iavesti«&ted 1

PUBS, MAPS, AID 3UBTET3: rirot POP oabodttod. Reads aad Trail*
fuade sought. Boyal Pais Ranger Hatloa suggestsd. Coot lay
facilities reetadied 3

•BBXBAL FUBLICITTj Bevereel earneranon photographed park. Bedlaads

)
Fruit Festival featured Srerglades and other parka, Qee
honored again 3

AXIfS i Batcher eoojplalae to Governor aad Secretary about road.
Cooaterclal flsheraea objected to draff eatno operations. Other

complalato listed 3

OOQPISAfXri OOYSRBWB* AMBCXSSi Border Patrol offered cooperation.
Pi oh aad wildlife office aoved to J*. I4»uder4ale. Dado County
Plro Control official coaferred with chief raafor. TT.3. Bfotrtot
attorney aad Coomlooloaor eeat-veted 3

AtlSO VMJWTWamSMt AffSBCXSS; Asduboa toare continued. Bu« liao*
rial tors to Paradlee Key 3

mtlAUBT ABB asSSBTATIOBt Baet River Bookery agaia la excelleat

ohapo. Oathbert lake Bookery continued. Bo aeetlag at Shark
Bivwr. Boeeato Spoonbill Increase noted. Two boar records
established. Klngflsh and itsckeral uoving north. Kellet catch
aeatloaod. Migratory birds begin northward wovesjont 3

I

ityorgiades National Pai

> Homestead, Florida
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XXOUadl OR MMWSX XX TlATXLi Winter tourl.t ae*«on

reached peak. Boob en Florida fori continued and Is
noteworthy. 3

YISITOMl -. 4

BAM SXRfXOaii lev echedulee eetaoliohea for patrol. Oladee
trip aedo 4

rOBXST J1HX PBOnSCTXOli Plao flttvoodo haoardout, Xrorgladee
hasard increasing. 5-acre flro at Flaainge uppreesed. . . 4

t CiUT-4 appointed 4

Eftrghfles National Park

1, Florida
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RRATHXR CORDITXORi

iouth Florida's weather «m at Its Taunted best la February with
mean temperature at 71 degree F. Kl-h far the tenth at Homestead was
90 degree* F. and the low vat 43 degrees F. Thete were all a little
higher than the ten year average.

lalnfall was deficient for the flrtt time In many months at .24 Inchee.

the average is 1.60 Inches. Finelands vera dry and Brerglsdes pralrlee
were faat drying out. Xnnuadatlon ef glades lends, although not widespread,

remained greater than during February of 1947.

SFXCIAL aCTinnv

The Superintendent Attended Halted Jtntee Engineers 1 hearings in Mem!
en Fehruary 2, the public hearings dealt with the proposed water ceneerva-
tlon plan for South and Central Florida.

XlfFfCTXOIR

William 0»Keil, Rational Sagineer, February 3
Thomas J. Allen, Regional Director, Fehruary 20*23
ifenald Lee, Assistant Chief Counsel and Janes M. 311er, Chief
of Real Rotate Section, both of Washington, February 27

IRVRSI10*T10I3 OF IRV PAR* ARRA3 OR BOUWDARY CHAS0I8

With Regional Director Allen, the Superintendent conferred with Miles
Collier of the Collier Corporation at Rrergladae relative to Collier
County laade.

STATM OF *am?S LAIDS

The VlUdaaon property at Coot Ray waa acquired by purchase during
the month and turned over to the 3ervice for administration.

A brief meeting was held in the office of L.fc, Oray, Project Manager
of Land Acquisition Office In which a purohaae priority for private holdings
waa agreed upon by Major Cray, Donald Lee, and the Superintendent.

Rangers Investigated construction work started on private lends et
Oapt Sable by Dr. R.C. Lunsford. It van found that the airstrip is being
lengthened 400' by bulldosing through hassock growth. A substantial pier
is being built into the Oulf. Dr. Lunsford waa contacted and claimed the
developments would in no way increase values. The natter was turned ever
to the Land Acquisition Office.

Fwrgtnm
{, Florida

-l-
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PLAIi, htfs, 119 oUAfilS

The first i-reject Genotructiea i'rograa wae compiled during the month In
cooperation with the Regional Office. A Project Propeeal for tempertry
rend repair at Coot Bay wee completed.

Studies were etarted en construction costs and prsllmln&ry rscormendsttons
en site were aade for the propeeed Royal Palm R»nger Station st Paradise Key.

scheae for sere advantageeue use of Ceet Bay facilities ay the public
was presented te the Actional Director.

amiAi. PUBLICITY

Repreeentatlvee of all leading newereel companies spent seven hours "by

blimp over the park and followed up with a beat trip te Outhbert Lake Rookery.

The Badlands fruit Festival In Hoaeatead featured a pageant called
* Xehooi of the fevergladeo" every evening ef iebruary 30*28. The local history
ef the park van depleted as well ae a brief history ef the twenty- seven other
national parks. Approximately 4,000 people attended.

'jthe Rous*toad "Leader *aoterpries" carried a full page article on February
27.

Mr. eirnsat f. Oee wae elected "Bade County leading oltlren of the yetir"

beeauee ef hie work in connection with the founding of this perk.

Oereroux Batcher ef the National Parke Association aade official com-
plaints te Governor Caldwell and Secretary Irug en the condition C the Cape
Sable read oa behest of the national Audubon Society. Wo explained later
why read improvement would hammer the land acouiaitloa program and advised
the Governor.

Ceaaercial flahsraen In the park and nearby complained that large coa-
paniss are coming in with heavy drag eeinee at Florida Bay. Thia heavy equip-
ment la, tuey claim, gutting the area, end ie illegal. Service personnel took
it up with local State Ceaeervatlen Agents and newspapers. The area la out-
aide tfte immediate park. Ie action had been taken by the end of February.

Ceaplalnta from varloue aeurcee continued an the following! Lack of
information booklet e or interpretive eerviee, no entrance or boundary signe,
deer and alligator hunting along the wee t coast rivers. These complaints were
anawered by reference te privatm land a etatue, the fact that the area is still
new and all equipment haa nst been assembled.

COQPaBATIYl OOTBBJMEVf AOBBOIBt

The local ataff ef tne U.ii. Border Patrol called at the office te offer
cooperation and outline their actlvitlee in the vicinity.

Howard Miller, Regional Refuge fcuperviaor for Plah and wildlife Service
and Refuge Manager Gerald Baker called at the office. It wae learned that the

"*"
>ftor . Florida
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Fish tad wildlife Service it aoviag frea Coconut flrove to It. Lauderdale.

One patrolman remains la this section of tht etate — Florida Bay.

Mr. 1.5. aroor, Chief of the 9ede County Fire Patrol epeat several days ia

tho flold wltn the Chi of Ranger to discuss fire ootxtrol aad lines of cooperation.

Tat Chi of Ranger participated la conferences with tho ".3. District Attoraogr

aad U.S. Ceamissloaer to pave tho way for lav enforcement cooperation.

ooopsutm luuaorssiNiif AOKJicixa

Rations! Audubon Society 3-day touro continued all aoath. All touro were
booked to capacity aad aany were turned away.

Grey Line Tour* (Sroyhoaad) averaged 20 pooplo por tour twice each wMk to

Paradise Key.

BJHRARCR MB OMRnTAflOR

tho Soot River Hookory which started lata than *blev up* (January revert)

has now re-formed aad lo la excellent ceaditioa. Unite Ibises aro tho doalaaat
opooloo. Jervico porooaaol oaly aro being peraltted la tho area. Ihe Cuthbert
Lako Hookory reaalns la food shape aad thoro lo some evidence that wood ibises
aro re-neatlng. Xo rookory has formed la Shark iiiver yot. Many boats have been
la tho aroa this viator aad Service patrol aao not yot booa oztoadod there.

Hah aad wildlife reports iadiiato soother year of roeeate spoonbill in-

ereaae aad extension of range to other keys ia Florida Bay.

Rverglades black bears were reported by State Conservation Officers at
Tarpon Bay and OrossmanU Rammook. Tho latter area is about oae alio outside
tho eastern park boundary (Soot. 6, T. 56, S.R. 39 2.)

Ilagfieh aad mackerel school moved northward along the 3ulf Coast to the
Lootaans River area during tho aoath. the fishing fleets are following than
aorthward. Mallet oeasoa reopened and catches up to 4,000 pounds ia 2 days
were taken out of Flamingo.

Higratery birds which normally viator south of the 'Jaited Statee began
funneling through the Cape 3able region in February. Largo warbler algrations
were especially aoted.

|nv*Sffls.n 01 ftHfffllAfff IB TRATXL

After getting off to a bad start in so called "black December* the viator
tourist seasea la aoathera Florida reached its peak in February. Uhambere of
Ooaaorce found that the tr%9 spending epree is over, eat the aaabero of visiters
has held at a high level. Of special interest is the continuation of the booa
en the Florida Keys. Building activity and tourist trade along the Keye indi-
cated that the area is fast oeeealag oae of the major recreational spots la the
State. Much lead within the 1934 a&xlmum park boundary en Kay Large Is aow being

eloped or purchased by largo development corporations.lev

Laagers eatlaated an average of 400 persoas In the park each 3uaday.

Everglade* National Park
-*-

l&imSbail Florid.
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Derereeux Butcher, Kxecutire secretary, National Parks t*so elation
Jehn Hinternheff, Ml tor, Philadelphia Inquirer
fi. Ruth Geiosea, Photographer of national parka
Dr. ignart, Research Botanist, U. of Conn.

Mro. u.J. fccCaffrey, Preeident, Florida Federation of women's Clubs
tors. Marjory Jteneoan Douglas, author of book, "The Werglades"

UMKR 3Jsin<;s

Hangers vara aehadulad on regular tours of duty to give 7-day covra^o
if 3eet Say Ranger Station and weekend coverage ef tho Parodies Coy area.

Tho Chief Ranger made a patrol trip froa Tamiami Trail to Lostmans
liver by Glades Bugjgr. Boat patrols vere carried an only by storm boat
and outboard.

FORK iT IUB iliOTlOTXOI

Hazardous conditions existed in plnelands all month and Everglades
grasses and aedgeo vere curing and reaching extreme conditions throughout
the northern two thirds of the park by the end of February.

On February 8, a &-acre grass fire was suppressed at Flamingo.

HmUQn a

Mrs. Pauline Bradley of fieaestead entered en duty as Clerfc- -Stenographer

on February 12.

/'<

Daniel B. Beard, Superintendent

HHRBSteftdt Florid*
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SUMMARY OF TEE MARCH 1948 MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

Page

WEATHER CONDITIONS ; March winds caused excessive evaporation.

Gale early in month resulted in marine fatalities 1

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES ; Talk given at Florida Audubon Society 1

INSPECTIONS : 1

PLANS . MAPS AND SURVEYS ; Master Plan submitted. Fire Tower

planned. Soundings made in Coot Bay-Joe River 2

MAINTENANCE : Royal Palm Ranger Station grounds fixed up 2

CONCESSIONS ; Two permits for photography issued 2

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION ; Rookery situation good except
Shark Hiver. New bird added to check list. Alligators
moved to fresh water. Drying glades caused fish
mor tali ty 2

INCREASE OR DECREASE IN TRAVEL : 20-25,000 visitors
reported for winter 3

VISITORS : 3

RANGER SERVICE: Royal Palm Ranger Station manned. Air-
plane proves itself 3

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION: Conditions hazardous, but education
is paying off 3

ACCIDENTS : Three men lost in boat and, in spite of intense
hunt were never found 3

r/liwIwERCIAL FISHING : Poor fishing all month. Attempt made to
apprehend drag netters. 4

Everglade 3 National Park
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MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

March, 1948

WEATHER CONDITIONS

The Everglades dried out in March much quicker than had "been

anticipated. Only .18 inches of rainfall occurred at Homestead

against a 2.41 average. This was the lowest since before 1931.

Fresh and sometimes strong warm winds were prevalent and evapora-

tion was consequently excessive. The slough east of Paradise Key
ceased to flow and has dropped an estimated 5 feet since last Octo-

ber. A local rain of March 21, fell at Paradise Key.

Salt intrusion naturally followed with March 19 showing 5,180

p.p.m. 19 miles southwest of Paradise Key in the Ingraham Canal,

3,750 p.p.m. 12.7 miles and 12 p.p.m. at Paradise Key.

Mean temperature for March was 75 degrees F. , highest was 92
degrees F. , and lowest 51 degrees F. , the temperatures were a little
above average.

A cold front on March 4-6, brought a moderate southeast gale

causing loss of three lives as noted under appropriate heading in
this report.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

The Superintendent gave a talk at the annual meeting of the

Florida Audubon Society and was elected to their Executive Board.

INSPECTIONS

Lawrence Cook and William Savage, foresters from the Director's
Office and Region One Office, respectively, spent over a week in the
park and environs going over fire protection problems in the field
with Service personnel and cooperators. Their trip was very useful to

the local staff as they confirmed several ideas and gave professional
advice on others.

Chief Clerk Bahlman and Mr. Arthur Perkins of the Regional Office
were also in the park for a first hand inspection of the office setup,
area itself, concessions possibilities, and the mechanics of our new
organi zation.

Everglades National Park - Page One
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The first Master Plan was completed "by the Regional Office and

submitted to the Director.

A plan for Dark Hammock Fire Tower was completed after field study.

Soundings were made of Coot Bay and Joe River during the month

for preliminary information on development location studies.

MAINTENANCE

The debris and undergrowth in the vicinity of Royal Palm Ranger

Station was cleaned out for the first time during the month. Huge

quantities of exotic wandering jew were grubbed out.

CONCESSIONERS

Business Concession Permits for photography and selling pictures

in the park were issued to Frank G-atteri of Tampa and Dan L. Meeker
of Homestead.

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION

There were no signs of a Shark River Rookery during the month
and it is now questionable whether this famous old rookery will form
in 1948. Cuthbert Lake Rookery continued and is now well past maturity.
Wood ibis, American egret, snowy egret, water turkey, Louisiana heron,
and white ibis hatched in the East River Rookery during March. Many
birds are still incubating there though.

Early in the month, there were large concentrations of ibises and
egrets at Paradise Key, but loss of water caused most to leave later.

One new record, 20 avocets, was added to the park check list. They
remained most of the month at Cuthbert Lake. Swallow-tailed kites ap-
peared on schedule the first week of March at Cape Sable.

Alligators moved back to fresh water sloughs and lagoons. The old
standbys at Coot Bay Pond were no longer seen. A six foot 'gator ran
out of the bushes under the superintendent's car causing a near accident,
but no harm was done to the new Buick, gator, or driver. Can it be we
shall soon be putting up signs "Do not feed the alligators"?

Great numbers of bream died in the Tamiami Canal, near Paradise Key,

along the Humble Oil Road ditch and in Shark River. Loss of water, con-
centration of fishes, salt infiltration, and decaying vegetation seem to

have been the causes. Most fishes were "young of the year".

Everglades National Park - Page Two
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issmm oa ascmsE ig aya
Rangers on duty at Paradise Key and Coot Bay consulted for a

very careful estimate on the number of visitors during the December-

March winter season. Counts were made at numerous intervals and we were

all a little surprised to come out at between 20,000 and 25,000 visitors

for the 1948 winter season.

VISITORS

Irving C. Root, Superintendent of National Capital Parks .

L.A. Jones, Chief of Division of Drainage and Water Control, S.C.S.

Robert Fink, Illustrator of book, "The Everglades"
Ernest F. Coe, President of Everglades National Park Association.
Anthony Merrill, free lance photographer.
Dr. H,E. Williams, Marine biologist of University of Miami.
C.N. Grimshawe, authority on Liguus snails.
Dr. Frans Verdoon, Editor of Chronica Botanica.
Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, former chief U.S.F.W.S.
John D. Pennekamp, Editor, Miami "Herald"
Drs. Alexander and Miller of University of Miami Zoology Department.

RANKER SERVICE,

Park Ranger Stephanie and his family settled at Royal Palm Lodge on
Paradise Key, which is now known as Royal Palm Ranger Station. Except

for a slight intrusion of rat snakes, Mr. Stephanie's move was uneventful.

Air patrols were made on several occasions and the value of such
is now well established if handled in conjunction with boat patrols.

TORflST giE ?fiQSSSSIPN

Fire ha-zard was extreme all month in pinelands and high in glades
areas. Burning in nearby pine flatwoods caused danger to the park, but
for the first time in the past decade at least, the Long Pine Key and
Everglades country has not been subjected to a major conflagration by
this time of the year. Press releases were issued urging fire protec-
tion, visitors were contacted on the point, and Service personnel were
alerted. The results so far are gratifying.

ACCIDENTS

On March 5, a jockey named Al Snider, a horse trainer named Trotta,
and a third man went fishing in an outboard skiff from the cabin cruiser
Evelyn K between Sandy Key and Dildo Key. A moderate gale sprang up from
southeast and they did not return to the cruiser.

The Coast Guard was reached by ship's radio and, with Naval Reserve
pilots, set out on a systematic air search. Service personnel cooperated
by boat from Coot Bay with radios loaned by the Coast Guard.

Everglades National Park - Page Three
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"Dead or alive" rewards ran up to $15,000 and everyone who owned

an airboat a glades buggy, or a small plane joined the search from

East Cape to Everglades. At its peak, about 300 persons were in the

area - most of them armed to the teeth for "snakes, crocodiles, etc."

An army unit set off on a much advertised search to "live off the land",

but fortunately the living was not good and they never reached the park.

Snider' s boat, or what was reputed to be his, was found washed
ashore on Rabbit Key near Everglades. The three men were never found.

COMMERCIAL FISHING

Net fishermen from Flamingo and Snake Bight were relatively in-
active all month because of rough, muddy waters. Drag seines out of

Tavernier and the west coast were in operation to some extent. State
Conservation Officer Loftis put out from Flamingo to try to catch il-
legal drag netters, but they had apparently already been tipped off
and the results were, as usual, negative. Wholesale fish houses of
Flamingo, Tavernier, and Marathon had few fish to sell. Pompano were
running fair off Sandy Key though.

JMNISL.& BEA

Daniel B. Beard, Superintendent

Everglades National Park - Page Four
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SUMMARY OF THE SPRIL 1948 MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

Page
WEATHER CONDITIONS : Review of year 1947 proves it was

wettest in history. Winter low for park was 43.4 .

Glades water conditions same. Rainfall deficient
again 1

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES ; Talks given. Wbmens 1 Clubs erect

placque commemorating Royal Palm Park gift 1

STATUS OF PRIVATE LANDS ; Land Acquisition Office men
surveyed Flamingo. Model Land Company "building

up data 1

PLANS , MAPS . AND SURVEYS : Reconnaissance made for

foot trail to Cuthbert Lake 2

GENERAL PUBLICITY : State gubernatorial contest brought
.

1

perk friends and foes into public print 2

MAINTENANCE : Cabin moved and erected at Coot Ray.

Entrance sign started 2

NSW CONSTRUCTION : Parking Area being built at Coot Bay 2

APPROACHES TO. PARK AREA.: State resurfacing Route 27 2

CONCESSION : Business Concession Permit for photography
recommended 2

COOPERATING NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES : Audubon four agree-
ment suggested 3

COOPERATING GOVERNMENT AGENCIES: F.W.3. boundary survey
started. State deer- turkey man in park. State Con-

servation Officers seek help on salt water • 3

STAT?, . COUNTY . AND MUNICIPAL LEGISLATION : State Supreme
Court upheld school land transfer to park 3

INTERPRETI VS SERVICE : Ranger led U. of Miami botanical
field trips 3
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SUMMARY 0? THE APRIL 1948 MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT (Cont.)
. Page

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION: East ^iver Rookery largest
ever while Cuthbert Lake Rookery begnn decline.
Spoonbills leaving Florida Bay. Mahogany and cer-

tain palms now hearing seeds. Large mahogany and

royal palms found in hammock 4

INCREASE OR DECREASE IN TRAVEL,: Travel fell off, hut

weekend local use continued fairly high 4

VISITORS : 4

RANGER SERVICE : Boat and air patrols made 5

POLICE PROTECTION : Patrols eliminating fire-
arms in park. Alligator hunting case by
airplace being investigated 5

WILDLIFE AND PISH CULTURAL ACTIVITIES : Large alli-
gator donated to park and released in Taylor
River Slough 5

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION : Hazard high, three fires
burned approximately 777 acres within park.
New equipment in use 5

OIL EXPLORATION : Radar equipment at Cape Sable 6
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MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

FOR

./-T^CrLALES MTIOHAL PARE"

April, 1948

WEATHER CONDITIONS

Recent Weather Bureau compilations have verified, that the year of

1947 was the wettest on record with nearly 40$ above average rainfall
in the park area. i'he winter season for truck crops ended in April, It

was generally a successful year and one of the warmest winters on record.

Excessive winds, however, caused windburn losses of tomatoes and beans
in the Homestead area. Frost Warning Service records show temperatures
at night reached the forties at Paradise Key in the park eight times dur-
ing the winter with 43.4 E. the absolute minimum (Jan. 16).

Everglades water conditions remained about the same as in March.

There was a noticeable increase of surface water after a short rainy
period, but it quickly- fell off again. Salt water encroachment records
were not made in the park by the U.3.G.S. in April,.

Average temperatures were 74. 3 degrees F. , minimum was 53 F. and

maximum 90 F. at Subtropical Experimental Station hear Homestead. Rain-
fall continued below average with 2.57 inches ag;ains'; 3,0?. average.
Characteristic rainy season showers started late in the mcn-;h ? bat it
cleared off again. Rainy season cumulus clouds added much to the sun-
sets and the beauty of the "skycapes" in late April.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

Talks were given by the superintendent at the Eiwanis Club of
Ft. Myers and the Coral Gables Women' s Club.

The Florida Federation of Women's Clubs held a small cere..iony

at Paradise Key to unveil a placque commemorating their gift of Roy-
al Palm State Park to the Service.

STATUS OF PRIVATE LANDS

Land Acquisition Office personnel continued field work in the
park during the month. The village of Flamingo was surveyed and mapped.
Inspections were made of Whitewater Bay tidal areas.

We were advised by Goodyear pilots that Model Land Company
appraisers flew over the area in a blimp. Later in the month, Mr. C.K.

Davis and Mr. Orr, the latter claiming to be an "economic forester," took
soil samples in the Madeira Bay country.

Everglades National Pa^k t3->?p
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PLAITS, MAPS, AgE SJII3I§

Aerial reconnaissance was carried on by Ranger Billey preliminary
to ground studies on a -icssible trail from the old Qtlf Oil well near
West Lake to Guthbert Lake. The thought is whether it will he possible
to close Guthbert to all boat sightseeing and 'nave the only approach
by foot.

GznaiAii publicitx

As the hotly contested gubernatorial campaign in Florida neared
its crest, many references appeared in the newspapers against the park
by candidate J. Ton Watson and for the park by John D. Pennekamp and his
associates. Mr. Pennekamp spoke at Tampa, at the Federated Garden Clubs
in Jacksonville, and several times in the Miami area* In response to

one talk, the Junior Chamber of Commerce of Miami resolved to urge early
development of the park by this Service.

MAINTENANCE

One of the cabins from the Wilkinson property was moved to Coot ,

Bay Ranger Station as a storehouse. A second cabin was taken apart and

stock piled for future use as a patrol cabin in the Shark River area.

Work was started on a walk from the road to Coot Bay Ranger Station
dock for visitor use,,

A much needed temporary entrance sign and several other signs were
started.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Upon allotment of funds, work was started on a parking turnout at
Coot Say Ranger Station. With the approach of rain}- season

r
the work

was pushed allead as rapidly a„s possible. By the find of the month all
pit rock base material was in place and severa". l0£.is of road rock had
been hauled and spread.

APPROACHES TO PARK AREA

The State Highway Department began work on grading route 27 from
Paradise Key east to park boundaries and let a surfacing contract for
this area.

CONCESSIONS

A business concession permit for photography vas submitted for
Charles Ebbets of Miami.

Everglades National Park - Page Two
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COOPERATING NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Recommendations for a memorandum of understanding between the

National Audubon Society and the Service for continuance of Audubon
Wildlife Tours was submitted. The 2-day tours, twice each week to

Cuthbert Lake continued all month.

COOPERATING GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Norville Shearer, Cadastral Engineer for Pish and Wildlife Service
headed a field party on boundary survey and posting. The park and the
wildlife refuge boundary were completely posted from highway U.S. #1 west
and north to Ingraham Highway. Part of the west boundary of the wildlife
refuge south of the Tamiami Trail (parallel to Dade-Monroe county lines)
was also surveyed and posted.

Edward C. Griffin, state Federal Aid to wildlife deer and turkey
survey man spent several days in the park.

James Loftis and William Freeman, State Conservation Officers (salt
water) conferred with the superintendent and chief ranger concerning il-
legal netting in Florida Bay. Lines of cooperation were worked out with
them.

STATE . COUNTY . AND MUNICIPAL LEGISLATION

The Florida Supreme Court approved the state's donation of 7,680
acres of school lands to the government for Everglades National Park
purposes. The opinion was unanimous. It ended the last lawsuit question-
ing the right of the state to share in creation of the park.

The ruling affirmed a Leon County Court order which dismissed an
attack by Attorney General Tom Watson on the transfer.

Writing the court's opinion, Justice Glen Terrell paid: "No single
project in the state has been given more publicity than the creation of the

Everglades National Park The integrity of the school fund has
been rigidly observed, no constitutional mandate has been violated nor is
there the slightest showing of lack of power of the legislature to engage

in and participate in the project in the manner shown "

INTERPRETIVE SERVICE

Park Ranger Ste-ohanic took University of Miami students on two,

botanical field trips during the month.

The park added equipment necessary for photographic work during the
month. Park Ranger Dilley started cutting and splicing 16mm color movies
of bird rookeries and added several hundred feet in the field.

Everglades National Park - Page Thre'
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RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION

East River Rookery was larger during April than ever "before in its

"recorded history," oortainly since 1940. Young white ibises, the last
species to nest, were in flying stage, "but some other "birds of various
species still had downy young. It would appear that this grea.t rookery
will continue to produce well into the summer

.

Cuthbert Lake Rookery was beyond its peak. Water turkeys and Florida
cormorants had ceased nesting and we think this rookery will be dead by the

end of June. It produced an estimated 60^ wood ibises, 2Qy American egrets,
10:- snowy egrets, 10 fc other species.

Marbled godwits (6) at Snake Bight were added to the park check list.

Roseate spoonbills in Florida Bay completed nesting and there was a

marked decrease in the birds there with a corresponding increase of past
nuptial wanderers or migrants in the Cape Sable country.

Mahogany trees in the park had seed pods ready to burst during April.
The trees in the park had dropped their leaves and obtained new growth and

seeds well ahead of those in Miami. Royal Palms, in several instances were
bearing seeds. Wright palms bloomed early in the month and seeds were show-
later in April.

Ranger Stephanie verified reports of large mahogany trees in a. ham-
ck about two miles west of Ingraham Highway in Section 20. ? 59 3.

,

R. 35 3. The largest tree was 10 feet 2 inches in circumference breast
high. Royal palms approximately 50 feet high also grew in ohis and neigh-
boring hammocks.

INCREASE OR DECREASE IN TRAVEL

Travel dropped off during April, but local weekend use of the park
continued relatively high. A total of 2,000 visitors war. estimated for
the month at Royal Palm Ranger Station, 1350 at Coot Bay Sanger Station.

VISITORS

Nelson Paynter, editor of St. Petersburg Times and member of Ever-
glades National Park Commission with Rube Allyn, Sports Editor, spent several
days in the park.

W.K. Williams, Aquatic Biologist of U. of Miami continued plankton
studies and reported favorably on ecological conditions in headwaters of
Broad and Shark Rivers where the Service plans call for a connecting canal.

Edmund Shear, free lance outdoor writer and Charles Long, Florida Con-
servation officer, made a canoe trip from Everglades to Coot Bay in 10 days.
They do not recommend it for the average canoeist. Among their interesting
experiences was running unawares into a school of sawfish which nearly up-
set them.

Everglades National Park - Page Four
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RANGER SERVICE

Much of the ranger activity during April centered around the various
projects at Coot Bay Ranger Station "because "all hands" were needed to com-

plete certain work "before the rains start and the road once more "becomes a

quagmire.

Boat patrols on inland waters out of Coot Bay continued, "but weather
conditions prevented Service personnel from reaching north of Shark River.

Our one small patrol boat cannot take the outside waters of the Gulf when
waves are "bad So, aircraft was used for this northern part of the park
to check for fires and note the movements of boats.

POLICE PROTECTION

Airplane patrol for fires found a float plane in Middle Fox Lake which
tried to escape detection and had to be chased down. Circumstantial evidence
indicates they were alligator hunting, and the pilot was contacted. Informa-
tion leads were tracked down to Ft. Myers, Everglades and other places. The

U.S. District Attorney advised that there is still insufficient evidence for
"bringing the case to trial. Efforts are continuing with the helu of Collier
County sheriff Thorpe and State Wildlife officers. Considerable "stir" has
been caused in local poaching circles by the investigations to date which
have had a salutary effect. If radios had been set up in the park, the vio-
lators would have been caught in the act. They were able to get out and even
return to clean up incriminating evidence before rangers reached the site.

Several persons were contacted along Ingraham Highway with firearms,
however no actual shooting \\fas noted. With early erection of temporary signs,

this should be completely eliminated.

WILDLIFE A"D FISH CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

A full grown alligator from Southern Florida was sent to the Humane
Society by a man in Virginia with instructions to "release it' in its old
Everglades home." He had raised it from a small 'gator, *ie released the

reptile at Taylor River Slough east of Paradise Key whera it remained all
month with its seven fellows already there.

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION

Fire hazard remained high all month. Three fires, all of which were
classified as of incendiary origin burned approximately 777 acres within
the park' or near boundaries. In spite of this record, there were fewer
acres burned in the area than ever before. By this time of the year with
hazardous conditions as they have existed, most of Long Pine Key would have
been burned and large areas of the open Everglades too. We have no statistics
upon which to base comparisons, but personal observation indicates at least

Everglades National Park - Page Five
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FORSST PIB3 PROTECT IOH (Continued)

a 75$ reduction in acres "burned this year from average.

New fire tools were put to work and valuable e:rperience was gained

in techniques of fighting "both pineland and glades fires.

OIL SXPLOHATIOIT

The Gulf Oil Company installed a radar set at Cape Sable, another on
the Florida Keys, and one at Key West. These are being used to track a
plane with aerial magnetometer equipment which gives the general lines of

magnetic force for rough mapping of subsurface strata. Murray L. Johnson,
zone manager, stated that the technique will be used over a wide area in
the state and nearby waters.

Daniel 2. Board, Superintendent

Sverglades National Park - Page Six
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SUMMARY OF THE MAY 1948 MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

PQR
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

Page
weatttek CONDI T IPITS ; Temperatures and rainfall were

normal, but heat was becoming uncomfortable.

Rainfall occurred starting glades waters back 1

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES : 1

INSPECTIONS :
' 1

INVESTIGATIONS OP NEW PARK AREAS : Pahkahatch.ee Slough in

Collier County investigated 1

NEW Q0N3TRUCTI0N : Coot Bay parking area 90$ finished 2

APPROACHES TO PARI: AREA: Route 27 resurfaced 2

CONCESSIONERS : Photographer purchased boat 2

COOPERATING GOVERNMENT AGENCIES : Information booklet
printed. Humpback Bridge fell down and State put
i t back together again 2

COOPERATING NON-GQVSHNMSNT AGENCIES : Audubon Tours closed
to reopen from town of Everglades 2

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION : Several shrubs and orchids in
bloom. Salt destroyed fresh water weeds. Mangrove
regeneration noted. Rookeries axe waning in park,

roosts forming outside. Certain observations noted 2-3

VISITORS : Service played host to various interested

local people 3

RANGER SERVICE; New boat permitted extension of patrol 4

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION : Hazard alleviated and no park
fires reported 4

BUILDING FIRE PROTECTION : Extinguishers put in build-
ings for first time 4

INSECT AND TREE DISEASES : Whitefly infestation noted
i n red mangrove s 4

Everglades National Bark
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MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

May. 1948

WEATHER CONDI T I PITS

Temperatures and rainfall for May were approximately average.

High temperature at Subtropical Experiment Station near Homestead was
93 degrees, low was 54 degrees, mean was 76.4 degrees. There was 4.11
inches of rainfall against a 4.59 average.

During the month, temperatures moved gradually upward causing in-
creasing, personal discomfort especially when personnel had physical la-
bor to do where no breeze was blowing. Rain was in the form of drench-
ing cloudbursts sometimes accompanied by lightning - usually in restricted
areas.

Water began coming hack into the Everglades, but evaporation con-
tinued high. On May 12, chloride p. p.m. 19 miles from Paradise Key in
Ingraham Canal was 14,000, 12 miles was 5,260, and at Paradise Key 16.

Early in May, the South Dade Earm Labor Camp (about 5 miles east of

Homestead) was abandoned because the wells turned to salt.

SPSCIAL. AMMBS
During May the superintendent gave a radio talk on the park at a

meeting of the State Chamber of Commerce. Talks were given at a meeting
of Intermediate School teachers in Miami and the Redlands Art Club.

A. meeting of the Executive Committee of the Everglades National
Park Commission was attended "by the superintendent and Coordinating
Superintendent Vinten of Southeastern National Monuments.

INSPECTIONS

Coordinating Superintendent Vinten and Assistant Superintendent
Meanerhan of Southeastern National Monuments were n,t the park separately
during May.

INVESTIGATIONS OP NS¥ PARK AREAS

A committee consisting of the superintendent, chief ranger, and
Coordinating Superintendent Vinten studied the Fahkahatchee Slough and
its unique royal palm forest in Collier County. The area had been pro-
posed as a national monument or some other type of reservation.
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Tsrgy coBSTRUCTioir

The parking area at Coot Bay Ranger Station was 90 per cent

complete at the end of the month.

APPROACHES TO PARK AREA

The State Highway Department completed resurfacing Route 27 from
Florida City to Paradise Key.

CONCESSIONERS

Dan L. Meeker, holder of photographic business concession permit,

purchased a used cabin cruiser for his work and has it based at Coot

Bay Ranger Station.

rtnOPTKATINS GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

The Everglades National Park Commission "filled the breach," by
publishing an attractive information leaflet on the park.

Humpback Bridge fell down. After some frantic scrambling, we got
the State Highway Department to fix it.

COOPERATING NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Audubon Tours closed in May and are prepared to reopen in June

from Everglades to Duck Rock.

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION

Botany:

•
Much of the wetter glades areas were brown with prominent saw-

grass blooms and seeds all month for the first time since fires have
been stopped. In pinelands, an attractive 3hrub, Tetrazygia bicolor,
gave the same general aspect to the forest in several places as bloom-
ing mountain laurel or azalia in the north. Jamaica dogwood (ichthyomenthia
piscipula (L. ) A. S. Hitchcock) trees were in full bloom early in May
and, by the end of the month, seed pods had formed. Another small tree,
the now quite rare custard apple, had both blossoms and fruit during the
month.

Several orchids began flowering including Vanilla, barbellata.

Spidendrum tanrpense. and Oncidium floridanum .

A few months ago, it was difficult to navigate Rookery Branch,

South Prong, or other Shark River headwaters because of masses of fresh
water weeds. During May, all these streams were open (and salty) with-
out any weeds at all.

A noteworthy ecological change is taking place in Shark River head-
waters and Tarpon Bay. Areas of grasses and sedges along water edges
are the best alligator habitats. In past years, these grassy areas were
maintained by occasional burning by illegal hunters. Now the red man-
groves are coming in "thicker than hair on a dog's back."

Everglades NationaJ. Park - Page Two
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RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION (Continued)

Zoology

Cuthbert Lake rookery was down to not over 30 per cent of its

peak population earlier in the year. East River rookery was also well

past its peak* In upper Shark River (headwaters of Otter Creek) a white
ibis rookery was found hut not visited. Also in the same general lo-

cality (Rookery Branch) a small American egret rookery was noted for the

first time this year although it was well past maturity.

Swa3 low-tailed kites seem more numerous in the park than last year
and were found nesting at Long Pine Key. Florida turkeys are quite num-

erous in certain areas and had good hatches. The population is recover-

ing from the ill effects of last year's flood.

Park Ranger Stephanie noted five otters crossing the road near
West kake.

Rains during May increased the flow of fresh water in canals and
streams thereby relieving the remaining fish of the lethal effects of
pool stagnation.

Along the upper west coast at Duck Rock (northwest of park boundary)
the big white ibis-heron summer roost began to form. About 200 roseate
spoonbills moved in to feeding areas near it. Dildo Key summer rookery in
Florida Bay was reported underway on schedule. Cape Sable flats, were
without fresh water and practically denuded of all bird life.

A shark (black-finned) judged to be nine feet long was seen feeding
in Tarpon Bay.

Loggerhead turtles began nesting on beaches during the month.
On May 13, the first nest was noted* (robbed by raccoons).

VISITORS

During May, we were able to take certain people into the park, some
for more than a day, who are interested in various aspects of our pro-
gram. These included: Richard Danner, City Manager of Miami; Dewey Hil-
sabeck, chairman and LaMarr Johnson, Chief Engineer of Everglades Drain-
age District; Gilbert Leach, Managing Director of the Everglades National
Park Commission; Doctors Alexander and Miller of the University of Miami
Department of zoology; Kenneth Close and associates of Miami 3ird Club;
Augustus M. Houghton of the Camp Fire Club of America; Captain C.C. Van
Paulson (orchids), formerly of U.S. Coast Guard; Luther Bunnel, Assistant
Chief State Wildlife Officer, and Mont J. Baker, executive of the Red-
lands Chamber of Gommorce.

Evurgiades National Park - Page T^reo
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RANGER SERVICE

With the acquisition of a new, 25 foot cabin cruiser, ranger
personnel were able to start regular patrols of the west coast of the
park for the first time.

•RWfiiST EI55 PROTECTION

Extreme hazardous conditions which existed during April were alle-
viated to an extent in May with fire danger no longer serious. Although
pinelands were still quite dry, the glades areas were not. ^here v/as a
marked drop in fires outside the park area during the month. No park
fires were reported in May. Eire Equipment was stored and serviced. Eire
cache was started.

BUILDING £IRE PROTECTION

Soda acid extinguishers were put in order and, for the first time,

distributed at headquarters, Coot Bay Ranger Station, and Royal Palm Ranger
Station.

INSECTS AND TREE DISEASES

Whitefly infestation on red mangroves of upper Shark River and
several other localities (usually near headwaters) was noticeably severe
in May. The infestation is noted by a black appearance of leaves and
mold from exudations of the insects. No defoliation was seen and the
infestation might be entirely normal.

BAMELB.

Daniel B. Beard, Superintendent

Everglades National Park - Page T&u
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SUMMARY OP TEE JUKE 1948 MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

WEATHER CONDITIONS : Hot all nonth with typical rainfall.
Glades began innundation "but danger of flood
repetition is slight 1

INSPECTIONS: 2

plaits, jmy * Mimqti;* im 2

NEW CQNSTEUCIION : Parking area completed* Radio tower erected.... 2

CONCESSIONS : One photographer in field. Another left town 2

flOQPERATING GOVERNMENT, AGENCIES ; Meeting held with FWS on radios... 2

COOPERATING NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES : Audubon Tours continued
outside park. 2

RESEARCH & OBSERVATION: Loggerhead turtle nesting mortality
great. Birds moved to coasts. "Black" cougar re-

ported. Geiger trees bloomed 2-3

IISIIOJS.: 3

RANGER SERVICE: Several rangers on leave. Vest Coast Patrol made. 3

POLICE PROTECTION : Poaching continues within and near park.

Rangers have initial brush with Flamingo crowd 4

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION : Ha*ard low, few fires in nearby pineland.. 4

BUILDING FIRE PROTECTION : One less house to purchase at

Flamingo 4

ACCIDENTS : William Brown, shrimper, killed in boat explosion 4

COMMERCIAL FISHING : Park residents discouraged drag netters,
but big haul made in Florida Bay 4-5

sen
Winte

Everglades National Park
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MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

June, 1948

WEATHER CONDITIONS

General Conditions

June was a hot month with mean maximum temperatures at 91.2 de-
grees which was about six degrees above the average. Mean minimum
temperature at 68.6 degrees was exactly average.

Rainfall was deficient at 3.38 inches against a 9.18 ten year
average; but this does not mean very much. Typical, rainy season
squalls occurred all month. These, very local rains often miss a
weather station by a mile or so while innundating the nearby areas.

Glades Water Sitjuafrion

The situation in the Everglades was normal, or as nearly so as

we can estimate in this somewhat erratic climate. During early May,

storage decreased rapidly through evaporation and salt water advanced
everywhere in uncontrolled canals. Later in May, and throughout June,
the Everglades began to recharge and salt water was beginning to yield
to the fresh.

Discharge of the Kissimmee River far to the north continued above
average for the sixteenth consecutive month, but was being absorbed in
Lake Okeechobee which had been purposely lowered to store rainy season
waters. The Everglades Drainage District recently reported: "The
situation as a whole is not unfavorable as the rainy season is approached.
Dikes and drainage facilities have been somewhat improved during the
past year and a well distributed, normal rainfall should not cause serious
flooding again this year. The arterial canal system is working more ef-
ficiently than at any time for many years. The danger of flooding will
be more from a concentration of heavy rainfall, rather than prolonged
rainfall of • normal intensity. The frequency of great rains in summer and
fall is usually closely allied with the occurrence of hurricanes, the
frequency of which has shown no discernible pattern."

A dike being built to contain the waters of the Glades from Krome
Avenue at the Tamiami Trail north to Miami Canal was finished except for
one mile "by the end of June.

Everglades National Park - Page One
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Radio Engineer Rowley arrived late in the month from Washington
to set up a radio communications system.

PLANS . MAPS , AND SURVEYS

Base maps of the Paradise Key area were drawn up and sent to the

Regional Office for studies on the Royal Palm Ranger Station proposal.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

The Coot Bay Ranger Station Parking Area was completed.

A radio tower (70') was set up "by park personnel and City of

Homestead crews at park headquarters.

CONCESSIONERS

Dan L. Meeker, photographer, operated his cabin cruiser taking
pictures from Cape Sable to Tarpon Bay.

Prank Gatteri, photographer, apparently left town without for-
warding address. We doubt if he will return.

COOPERATING GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

A meeting was held with Howard Miller, Regional Refuge Supervisor
of the Pish and Wildlife Service and his local staff relative to radio
communications. The Pish and Wildlife Service now has one man covering
Plorida Bay and a second stationed on the Humble Oil Road along the

Tamiami Trail.

COOPERATING NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

National Audubon Society Wildlife Tours continued operation from
Everglades to Duck Rock Roost all month.

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION

During the entire month of June, loggerhead turtles were nesting
on the Cape Sable "beaches. And, as soon as the big reptiles had labor-
iously laid their eggs and hidden the nests, the raccoons came to dig
them out. Park Rangers estimated 90$ egg loss, the Superintendent
guessed it was even higher. When one realizes that loss of young tur-
tles by predatory fish is normally high, some eggs are infertile, and
if the turtle lives to be an adult its life is in constant jeopardy
from fishermen it would seem that female turtles at Cape Sable are
wasting a lot of time and effort.

Everglades National Park - Page Two
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TflSTCARCH AND OBSERVATION (Continued)

As usual in early summer, colonial nesting birds concentrated
along the coasts. East River Rookery and cuthbert Lake Rookery were
practically deserted. Duck Rock Roost 'northwest of park) was the - '

largest concentration point for "birds in south Florida. Catfish Key
Rookery and Oyster Keys Rookery, "both in Florida Bay south of Flamingo,
were underway. About 2,000 white ibises were nesting on Catfish Key
with unestimated numbers of other species. Two-hundred fifty roseate
spoonbills fed all month along East Cape Canal. Feeding grounds at
Alligator and Fox Lakes were building up.

Ranger Stephanie met a park visitor who minutely described a "black"
cougar south of Paradise Key. The description and subsequent question-
ing by Mr. Stephanie left little doubt as to the observation. Melanistic
cougars are known to occur in south Florida.

Geiger trees (Cordia sebestena) were in startling bloom during
June. Blossoms are a brilliant orange, about the size of a doubled
fist. The trees pxe rare in the park and leaves are usually very badly
chewed by insects. They are surprising trees to find and remind one of
a royal poincianna a little past blooming.

Visitors for the month included:

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Belton, cowboy photographer of Wyoming.
Miss Virginia Ayers of the Director's Office.

Mr. and Mrs. August Burghard, Everglades National Park Commission.

RANGER SERVICE

The park protective force was reduced during the nonth when one

ranger took annual leave, a. second man was on sick leave, and Park Ranger
Erwin Winte lost his wife and had to take leave.

A boat. patrol was made through the entire west coast country from
Shark River to Everglades. Residents of Lostmans River were contacted
for the first time and given information on park rules and regulations.
All back country that could be reached by cabin cruiser or skiff was
thoroughly covered.

The Chief Ranger spent the latter part of the month installing a
radio tower at headquarters.

Everglades National Park - Page Three
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EQIJfiK fROTECTIQN

Catfish Key Rookery in Florida Bay was shot up, presumably by
commercial fishernen from Flamingo. No dead birds were found of course,

but empty cartridges and the "spooky" actions of birds were ample evi-
dence.

Alligator hunting along the upper west coast and deer hunting from
airboats was reported by state wildlife officers.

Late in the night of June 21, park personnel on patrol of Cape Sable
beaches encountered a party of men from Flamingo out to turn turtles on

the shore. There were seven in the group led by Joe Douthert and Coleman
Erwin. Douthert carried a rifle and, according to Park Ranger Dilley's
report, "his every action was just about as far as he could go without
pointing the gun at me." Maintenancemen "Barney" Parker, with a 30-30

in the background had a discouraging effect. The Flamingoites got back

in their boats and went home.

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION

Fire hazard increased during early June because rains were localized
and the evaporation rate was high. No fires were reported in the park,

but there was a flurry of pineland fires in the Redlands District, to the

east of the park.

BUILDING- FIRE PROTECTION .

There is one less house in Flamingo since a dwelling belonging to

Loren Roberts went up in flames near the end of the month.

ACCIDENTS

William Brown's boat "Doug" blew up in Chockoloskee Bay when Mr.

Brown was bringing in a load of live shrimp from Cape Sable. Mr. Brown
was badly burned and died later at the Everglades hospital.

COMMERCIAL FISHING

Acting upon suggestion of the Chief Ranger, G-ene Hamilton and
others at Lostmans River forcefully asked a drag net outfit to refrain
from beginning activities along the west coast of the park. The drag
netters left. But in Florida Bay, according to reports, the Santini
crew from Tavernier hauled ei^it miles of net catching 30,000 pounds
of trout, plus many other fishes which were discarded.

Everglades National Park - Page Four
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COMMERCIAL FISHING- (Continued)

Live shrimp from New Smyrna "began to flood the "bait market in
June causing shrimpers in the park to lose their market, temporarily
at least.

A drag netter who was headed for Whitewater Bay was discouraged
and did not come into the park after all.

rPssf^-
Daniel B. Beard, Superintendent

Everglades National Park - Page Five
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SUMMARY OF TEE JULY 1948 MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT
fOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

Page
WEATHER CONDITIONS ; Temperatures average, hot, humid,

with heavy, local squalls. Road "sea of
mud" part of month. Glades areas inunda-
ted in many places 1

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES : Two talks given 1

INSPECTIONS : 1

COMPLAINTS : Fishermen objected to drag seining and
overfishing of snook , 1

NEW CONSTRUCTION : Radio Towers erected 2

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION: Manatee "behavior noted. Rookeries in
Florida 3ay pass peak. Duck Rock Roost remains
unequalled 2

VISITORS : 2

FOEEST FIRS PROTECTION : Fire School held 3

PERSONNEL : Park Naturalist and Fiscal Accountant Clerk
entered on duty 3

COMMERCIAL FISHING : Luke Ingraham drag netted. Special catch of
fish noted. State allotted research funds to Univer-
sity of Miami. Campaign started to make snook a game
fish only 3-4

Everglades National Park
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MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

IBB

EVERGLADES NATIONAL EARK

July, 1948

¥T]ftTTO CONDITIONS

General

As usual, July was hot, humid, and uncomfortable. Rain fell in
drenching, local squalls. There was generally very little wind. The

maximum temperature at Homestead was 93 degrees, although "unrecorded"
readings at Coot Bay Ranger Station reached 102 degrees. The minimum
temperature was 69 degrees. Early morning excess humidity made it
extremely hot from sunup. Rainfall was about average with 9.05 inches
at headquarters, less at Coot Bay. The road from County Line (Hump-

back Bridge) to Flamingo dissolved into a sea of mud several times dur-
ing the month.

Glades Conditions

Fresh water increased everywhere during July accompanied "by

marked recession of salt except during high spring tides. Many parts
of the Everglades were inundated all month. Insect pests increased with
the rainy season.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

The superintendent gave a talk to the Professional Womans Club
of south Dade County on cooperation of the community with the park.

.

The park naturalist talked before South Miami Men's Brotherhood
on the park and the aims of the Service.

INSPECTIONS

Under Secretary and Mrs. Oscar Chapman.
Dr. Ralph W. Chaney, Member of Advisory Board.
V.E. Rowley, Radio Engineer from Director's Office.

COMPLAINTS

Commercial fishermen from Andrew's Fish Company at Flamingo
entered a complaint against drag netting in Florida Bay. They were
told the Service has no present jurisdiction.

Homer Rhodes, Jr. , former State Conservation Officer, and pro-
fessional fly fisherman guide complained of commercial fishing for
snook in park waters' which is destroying sport fishing. We discussed
special regulation proposals with him and he offered support for them.

Everglades National Park - Page One
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NEW CONSTRUCTION

Radio towers were erected at Coot Bay Ranger Station, 70 ft., and

on top of the ranger quarters at Royal Palm Ranger Station, 55 ft. The
Chief Ranger spent the entire month, end other personnel part of the month,
assisting V.E. Rowley, radio engineer from the Director's Office* Work
was slow through lack of advance planning on parts and materials necessi-
tating much higher costs and longer working time than originally contem-
plated.

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION

"Mable", the venerable manatee of Pearl Bay near East River Rookery,
was seen with a half—grown calf.

T

>%en separated from her offspring "by the
Service patrol cruiser, "liable 51 got excited and hurled her ungainly hulk
clear of the water, landing with a tremendous '''"belly-whopper." "liable"

is no diving champion, "but her behavior was at least quite unusual for a
manatee. Only a manatee could show that much concern for another manateej

Fruiting cocoplums alon^ the Old Ingraham Highway drew feeding rac-
coons during July.

Catfish Key Rookery and Oyster Keys Rookery, both in Florida Bay
south of Flamingo, were beyond their peaks in late July with many young
birds at flying stage - Louisiana heron, snowy egrets, Florida cormorants,

eastern brown pelicans, and white ibises. These two summer rookeries are

not in a healthy condition. With better protection and an improved feed-
ing area at Cape Sable Fla,ts, they should eventually build up both as

rookeries and roosts.

Duck Rock Roost (beyond park boundaries) continued to be a superb,

bird spectacle. The number of birds this year is about average, (white
ibis predominant with snowy egrets, Louisiana herons, little blue herons,
roseate spoonbills, yellow-crowned night herons, black-crowned night
herons, and man-o' -war-birds). A marked increase of white ibises cannot
be reconciled with the hatch from known rookeries.

A new roost of American egrets was discovered on a key in Rodgers
River Bay. The roost in Oyster Bay contained several thousand birds
all month. Feeding grounds at Cape Sable Flats were building up rapidly
in late July.

Eastern glossy ibises were seen near the headwaters of Broad River,

an unusual but not unprecedented summer observation.

VISITORS

Frank W. Rasor, State Supervisor, U.S. Forest Service.
Dr. George Ruhle, Director, Sub—tropical Experimental Station.
Nixon Smiley, Agricultural Editor, Miami "Herald".
D. James B. McFarlien, Former CCC, NPS, botanist.
Dr. Alexander B. Klotz, Entomologist, American Museum of

Natural History.

Everglades National Park - Page Two
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FORFST FIRE PROTECTION

No fires occurred in the park during July. Hazard was generally-
low with most vegetation green.

The park staff were hosts to a fire school on July 23, attended "by:

John E. Montgomery, Chief Investigator, Florida Forest Service.
E.W. Kreber, District Forester, Florida Forest Service.
E.C. Rodger s, Warden, Everglades Fire Control District.
C.K. Greer, Fireman, Dade County Fire Patrol.
W.K. Newton, " » " " "

L.K. Greer, Chief, " " " "

G.C. Mullins, Fireman •' " " "

J.B. Schnok, Investigator, Florida Forest Service.

Hal Dodd, I $ E Assistant, " ,: "

A. A. Alexander, Investigator " " ,T

W.A. Thompson, Fireman.- County Fire Station #6.

P.D. Reams. " ;! " " #5

PERSONNEL

Willard E. -Dilley was promoted from Park Ranger to Park Naturalist.

Gerard Doezie entered on duty as Fiscal Accounting Clerk on trans-
fer from Yellowstone National Park.

COMMERCIAL FISHING

Lake Ingraham (at Cape Sable) received the "drag net treatment" "by

the Mills outfit from Tavernier during the month. A commercial fisher-
man reported "less mullet than I have soon there in fifteen years" after
Mills moved out.

An interesting catch was noted "by park personnel. A commercial
hook and line fisherman working for House Fish Company of Flamingo la-

boriously hauled out 712 pounds of redfish in part of one day from
Little Sable Creek. At 15/ a pound it "brought $106.80, for a day's
work. This is not unusual.

The State Soard of Conservation allotted $45,000, to the University
of Miami Marina Laboratory for studies of mullet, sponges, the "Red Tide,"
and spiny lobsters. Director G. Walton Smith of the Marine Laboratory
reported a 50 percent decrease in mullet fisheries in parts of Florida.

Allan Carson, fishing editor of the Miami "Herald" began a vigor-
ous campaign to save the snook or robalo, the "best gamefish (excepting

Everglades National Park - Page Three
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tarpon) in park waters now "being taken in large quantities "by com-

mercial fishermen from Cape Sable to Naples.

Daniel B. Beard, Superintendent

Everglades National Park - Page Four
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summary qf the 4u0ust 1948 monthly narrative report

for

everglades national park
Page

WEATHER CONDITIONS : Temperatures were average, "but

rainfall a little above. Glades water con-
ditions continued normal 1

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES: Superintendent participated in
Wildlife Federation meeting, gave talk at

Coral Gables 1

STATUS OF. PRIVATE LANDS: Conferences held on Flamingo

situation 2

PLAITS. MAPS . AND SURVEYS: Stadia survey made at Coot

Bay Pond. Approaches to park map in preparation 2

MAINTENANCE: Hurricane anchorage provided. Old Trails

brushed out at Paradise Key 2

APPROACHES IP. PARI! AREA : State replaced bridges, County

began Ingraham Highway maintenance 2

DONATIONS & ACCESSIONS: Press clippings presented by
Everglades National Park Association 2

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION: Alligator returned to Coot

Bay. Bird situation about the same 2-3

VISITORS: 3

FIRE PROTECTION : Conference held with local officials
on fire breaks 3

ACCIDENTS; : Park employee injured. Plane made forced landing 3

PERSONNEL : Chief Clerk and Fiscal Accounting Clerk
were at St. Augustine. Park Naturalist visited
Great Smoky Mountains National Park and Regional
Office 3-4

COMMERCIAL FISHING : Drag seine noted at Lake Ingraham.

State Officer picked up stop net in park. Mullet
catches good 4

Everglades National Park
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MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK .

August, 1948

WEATHER CONDITIONS

General

August was a hot, decidedly uncomfortable month. Insects were
unusually "bad in the Cape Sable-Coot Bay area making outside work al-

most impossible at timer. Mean maximum temperatures were 90.4 degrees

at Sub-tropical Experimental Station near Homestead. This was about
average. Mean minimum temperatures of 70.7 degrees were a little above

average. Rainfall (same station) was 10.99 inches - a little above
10-year average. The Coot Bay road was a quagmire for part of the month.

Glades QonditjLona

Incomplete reports indicate water stages at key locations through-
out the Everglades were close to average (10-year period). Lake Okee-
chobee water leviis were held between 13 and 14 feet mean sea level
datum and storage for excess remained in case of hurricane and normal,
rainy season rainfall., Chlorf.de concentrations p. p.m. were 82 at Con-
crete Bridge on [ngraham Can a?, in park, 11 at Paradise Key, and 21,100,
19.0 miles below Paradise Key in Ingraham Canal (July 20). Some reces-
sion occurred in August.

Ground water levels which increased at all points during July con-
tinued during August. Free water above the ground was noted in about
80% of the park glade lands. Fresh water covered upper Shark River as
far as Tarpon Bay.

The approach of September-October heavy rainfalls found the Ever-
glades in good, normal condition.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

The superintendent gave a talk at the Coral Gables Breakfast Club
on the present status of the park. He was somewhat surprised to be in-
troduced by Judge McDougall, park opponent on oil matters. The super-
intendent also participated in the annual meeting of the Florida Wild-
life Federation at Miami Beach where commercial and sports fishing dis-
cussions dominated the program.

Everglades National Park - Page One
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STATUS 2? PRIVATE LANDS

Several conferences were held with Acting Land Acquisition Pro-
ject Manager Manley relative to threatened developments at Flamingo.
Policy of early acquisition of these private lands was recommended.

PLANS . MAPS . AND SURVEYS

Rangers made a stadia survey at Coot Bay Ranger Station for a

more accurate "base map of existing facilities there.

The superintendent "began preparation of a map to study the eastern

approach to the park from Homestead-Florida City vicinity.

MAINTENANCE

A cut was made in Coot Bay wharf to permit Service "boats and charter
"boats to move up Ingraham Canal in case of hurricanes.

One of the old trails at Paradise Key was brushed out for use as

a nature trail and fire "break this winter.

APPROACHES TO PARK AREA

The State Highway Department replaced with heavier structures (wood)

the two "bridges over Taylor Slough east of Paradise Key.

Dade County road crews "began to grade and roll the Ingrahao Highway
"between Paradise Key and Humpback Bridge (county line). Prison labor is

being used. Rangers marked specimen trees that were agreed to be left
standing in roadside cleanup. Approximately six miles were finished in
August. The road will be in excellent condition to County Line for the

winter season.

DONATIONS AND ACCESSIONS

Former Congressman J. Mark Wilcox turned over to the park several
cases containing press clippings and other material from the files of the
Everglades National Park Association. Some of it is of historical value.

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION

"Bozo", the venerable alligator of Coot Bay Pond returned during
August as the forerunner of the concentration of wildlife which normally
occurs in that vicinity from late September to January.

The avian situation remained about the same with birds congregating
along coastal areas, especially at Duck Rock. Catfish Key and Oyster Keys
in Florida Bay were poor producers as summer rookeries this year probably
due to molestation by F.lamingo fishermen.

Everglades National Park - Page Two
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RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION (Continued)

Blue-winged teal made an early appearance in the Cape Sable country-

arriving shortly after large flocks of migrating "barn swallows.

VISITORS

Allan Cason, Fishing Editor, Miami "Herald"

Rube Allyn, Eishing Editor, St. Petersburg "Times"

Mrs. Margaret Meski, Upper Keys Chamber of Commerce
Robert P. Allen, National Audubon Society

EIRE PROTECTION

During the month a conference was held at Park Headquarters with
County Commissioner Preston B. Bird; Dade County Eire Chief Harmon Greer;

Chamber of Commerce Manager Mont J. Baker; relative to a proposal that
Dade County construct fire break lanes along county road right-of-ways
west, northwest and southwest of Homestead with a view of providing a
protection facility that would enable Dade County and Everglades National
Park personnel to suppress fires and patrol for fires in pine lands and
and grove areas which threaten park areas and now create a fire hazard
to the park area. Commissioner Bird's reaction to the plan worked out
by Dade County Eire Chief and our staff was very favorable. When additional
information can be secured as to the location of the U.S. Army Engineers
dyke protection system for Dade County, so that the proposed fire break
construction can be coordinated in alinement with the dyke alinement, it
is almost certain that Dade County will go ahead with the fire breaks so

urgently needed along our east boundry.

Two Chrysler Hale fire pumps arrived this month.

ACCIDENTS

Maintenanceman M. Barnie Parker was injured while repairing the
dock at Coot Bay Ranger Station. A sliver of galvanized iron was lodged
in his eye. Treatment was given according to procedure and he reported
back on duty.

A single engine Aronaca plane with pilot W.N. Marlin a.nd passenger
J. P. Eowler made a. forced landing on Old Ingraham Highway between West
Lake and Humpback Bridge. Both wings were broken, but nobody was in-
jured. Rangers at Coot Bay rendered first aid (for serious "case" of
insect bites) and brought them out. The plane had been at Dr. Lunsford'

s

at Cape Sable. It ran out of gasoline.

PERSONNEL

The Chief Clerk and Fiscal Accounting Clerk spent varying amounts
of time at the office of the Coordinating Superintendent for South-
eastern National Monuments at St. Augustine. They were working up ac-
counts for transferring the books which, until September 1, were kept
at St. Augustine.

Everglades National Park - Page Three
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PERSONNEL (Continued)

The Park Naturalist was sent to Great Smoky Mountains National
Park to consult with Naturalist Stupka and to observe the interpre-
tive program in operation there. He Hater went to the Regional Office
to pick up a fire truck.

COMMERCIAL FISHING

Gill net fishing for mullet was good during August. With the ex-
ception of one drag seine operated by Mr. Shores in Lake Ingraham, very
few fish were taken "by other means than gill net. Cane pole fishermen
averaged about thirty-five pounds during working days taking trout (weak-

fish) redfish, snapper, and a few other species.

The elder Mr. Mills began operating out of West Lake and Cuthbert
Lake on perch and mullet.

Although the take of shrimp for bait purposes was smaller than in

July, four new commercial shrimpers are trying to make a go of it in the
Cape Sable region.

State Conservation Officer Loftis picked up a stop net at Slagel's
Ditch. Ownership could not be determined so the net was given to the
University of Miami (value $75).

Daniel 3. 3eard, Superintendent

Everglades National Park - Page Pour
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SUMMARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 1948 MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

FOR
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

Page

WEATHER CONDITIONS : Hurricane caused damage at

Flamingo, G-lades well saturated after storm 1

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES : Superintendent attended Superintendents'

Conference at Grand Canyon National Park 2

STATUS 0£ PRIVATE LANDS : Assistant Chief Counsel Lee met

with Land Acquisition Manager and his staff, and

Superintendent Beard. Appraisers visit Flamingo after

hurricane 2

PLANS. MAPS AND SURVEYS: A new map of the eastern ap-

proaches to the park has been made 2

MAINTENANCE: New picnic tables at Paradise Key 2

APPROACHES TO THE PARK AREA : Dade County road crews
still working on Ingraham Highway. 2

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION: Effects of hurricane on wild-
life populations noted* 2-3

RANGER SERVICE : New ranger added to force 3

FIRE PROTECTION : No fire hazards in September 3

DEAJJ&: 4

Everglades National Park
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MONTHLY NARBATITO REPORT

FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

September, 1948

WEATHER CONDITIONS

General

A hurricane passed through the park in a north -north - east direc-

tion during the night of September 21, with center of storm in the vicin-

ity of the town of Everglades. Hurricane conditions prevailed September

20 -22. Winds reached a velocity of over 100 miles per hour (estimated)

along the west coast, not over 100 at Flamingo. Damage was caused "by

water "blown in from Florida Bay covering Flamingo 6-8 feet deep, and wash-

ing away eighteen houses. Damage to vegetation was slight.

The hurricane followed a period of high northeasterly winds not con-
nected with the storm.

Temperatures for September were approximately normal. Mean high
was 88.70 and mean low was 72.4 degrees. With a maximum of 90 degrees
on the 11th, 13th, and 14th, and a minimum of 65 degrees on the 15th.

G-lades

Water in the Everglades increased throughout September; but recharge
was accelerated by the hurricane rainfall. After the storm, a check of
water levels compared to the 1947 October flood were as follows:

Sept. 23, 194€ October, 1947

South New River Canal 7.9 11.1
Forty-Mile Bend (Tamiami Trail) 9.0 10.3
Erome Avenue & Tamiami Trail 7.6 9.2

This indicates that unless another storm strikes, floods of 1947
will not be repeated; but the glades are well saturated. Rainfall during
the storm averaged 7.5 inches in the open Everglades. The total for Sep-
tember at Subtropical Experiment Station near Homestead was 23.88". Ten
year average is 11.47, September 1947 was 21.80.

Construction of dikes and clearing of water hyacinths from canals
(?--d-D epray ty plemae) has prevented inundation of urban areas so far
this year.

Everglades National "Park: • Page One
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SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

Superintendent Beard left Park Headquarters on the morning of

September 29, to attend the Superintendents' Conference at Grand Can-

yon National Park.

The Superintendent met with others of the hoard of the Tropical
Audubon Society to plan the winter's program of activities, ^e also

participated in a survey of the Redlands District relative to elimina-
tion of "blind crossings and establishment of a scenic route.

STATUS OF PRIVATE LANDS

A conference was held with Assistant Chief Counsel Lee, Land Ac-
quisition Manager Gray, and members of Mr. Gray's staff following their

meeting with Model Land Company. It related to administrative aspects

of so-called Unit One lands now ready for purchase.

Appraisers Manley and Smith went into the park following the hurri-

cane to see about Flamingo property. Efforts were made to expedite pur-

chasing from anyone now eager to sell.

PLANS . MAPS, AIjD SURVEYS

A map of eastern approaches to the park was sent to the Regional
Office to stimulate study and discussion on handling the entrance road.

MAINTENANCE

Broken down picnic tables at Paradise Key were replaced with
sturdier ones during the month. A water line for drinking water to

serve the picnic areas has been installed.

APPROACHES TO THE PARK AREA

. Dade County road crews continued work on Ingraham Highway. Road-
side clearing was completed to West Lake, grading and rolling to about
northern line of Township 60 south.

Two small sections of the paved highway through Paradise Key was
badly damaged by high water conditions in the area. The county road de-

partment will repair the road as soon as the water recedes sufficiently.

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION

The effects of a hurricane on wildlife populations are noteworthy.
The storm did not have severe winds, but some observations were made.

The only bird mortalities noted were near Indian Cane Patch Ham-
mock near headwaters of Shark River. A twister within the hurricane
levelled vegetation and appeared to have killed several snowy egrets.

Everglades National ? ark - Page Two
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RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION (Continued)

Ibises, herons, egrets, and roseate spoonbills seemed to have been

only slightly disturbed except at Duck Rock (outside park) where that

large roost was broken up, temporarily at least. The birds were notice-

ably fatigued and more spread out than before the storm.

Maritime species occurred far inland and were more buffeted by

winds. These included semipalmated sandpipers, ruddy turnstones, black-

necked stilts, reddish egrets, great white herons, yellowlegs, ospreys,

man-o'-war birds, a few dowitchers, black skimmers, and semipalmated

plovers. Many shore birds were killed by cars along the Ingraham High-

way at night.

Deer came out to roads and high pinelands. Those observed were in

weakened condition and we suspect some mortalities at Cape Sable and the

Madeira Bay country.

The current warbler migration seemed to be uneffected.

A pre hurricane record of a pair of white-tailed kites at head-
waters of a river leading into Whitewater Bay was new for the park.

This kite has been considered extirpated from Florida for many years.

Following the hurricane, a single Everglades kite has been observed
feeding and resting in Taylor River Slough, east of Paradise Key. This
is an exceptionally rare bird, the few remaining individuals breeding
in the marshes on the northwest shore of Lake Okeechobee. It is hoped
that the bird now in the park area will attract others and once again
this interesting kite can be called a resident bird.

RANGER SERVICE

Our Ra.nger force was augmented by the reinstatement of Paul Barnes
as Park Ranger. Mr. Barnes entered on duty September 19, and was assigned
to the Coot Bay Ranger Station. He was formerly with the Service as C. C.C.

Project Superintendent at Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park.

FIRE PROTECTION
,

Chief Ranger Semingsen and Ranger Wj.nte attended the fire school
at Shenandoah National Park. This was the first contact by Everglades
ranger personnel with others in similar positions in the Region and it
proved very beneficial.

With high water in both glades and pinelnads, no fire hazard existed
in September.

The situation throughout the Everglades is very favorable and water
levels should hold enough to prevent minor fires from forming major
conflagrations well into the winter season.

Everglades National Park - Page Three
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DEATHS

Mr. Augustus M. Houghton, of New York and Coconut Grove, died
in France while visiting his son. Mr. Houghton was an active sup-
porter of Everglades National Park for many years as well as a pro-
minent conservationist xvith the Camp Fire Club of America, American
Game Association and others.

DANIEL B.BEARO

Daniel B. Beard, Superintendent

Everglades National Park - Page Four
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FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK
October, 1948

WEATHER CONDITIONS

On the afternoon and night of October 5, a medium sized hurricane
of moderate force struck the pork. The eye of the storm passed over
Coot Bay, Paradise Key, and Homestead, travelling in a northeasterly
direction. Winds were stronger than during the September storm, hut
they did not last as long and water damage, through inundation of areas
along the coast, was considerably less. In short, the October storm
was fairly strong, but damage was less than that caused by the bigger,
weaker, September storm.

October followed the pattern of the previous three months by be-
ing warmer than normal. Highest temperature was 91 degrees, lowest was
60 degrees during a cold spell at the end of the month. The averago
temperature was 76.5 degrees. Rainfall was above normal (10.8 inches
near Homestead) duo to the hurricane. But, rainy season wa3 over by
the end of October.

Glades waters were better than a ten year average, but consider-
ably lower than in 1947. The surface waters in the glades dropped much
more rapidly than had been anticipated. The road from Humpback Bridge
to Coot Bay Ranger Station that was covered with water in places and
deep enough to pole a boat through early in October hod become dusty by
month's end.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

The Superintendent was at the National Park Conference at Grand
Canyon National Park early in the month.

STATUS £F PRIVATE LANDS

Flamingo is not being rebuilt very rapidly. A few, toppled housos
havo been righted. Docks have been repaired, and some reconstruction
work is being attempted. Appraisers from the Land Acquisition Offico
contacted Flamingoites again and, although nono desired to begin nego-
tiations, the situation is clearer to then than before. Much of the
tine of the commercial fishermen has been spent cleaning up and repair-
ing the structures that remained after the September storm.

Major L.M. Gray, Project Manager of the Land Acquisition Office,
suffered a post operational relapse and is confined to Pratt General
Hospital at Coral Gables. Albert Manley is Acting Project Manager and
has ably filled the breach as before.

Everglados National Park - Page One
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APPROACHES TO PABK

The State Highway Department nade temporary repairs on a serious
washout along the Ingrahan Highway at Taylor River Slough,

Formation of a nudist camp (capacity 400 "bodies) "between Florida
City and the park within Service fire protection zones has caused more
than passing attention* If useful in no other way, it should cause a
considerable migration of mosquitoes, chiggers, sandflies, and such from
the eastern section of the park.

COOPERATING NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

National Audubon Society one day Wildlife Tours started on October
31.

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION

Although full supporting data are lacking, it is now "becoming quite
evident that Long Pine Key (only part of which is in the park) is an im-
portant, seasonal habitat during floods. In some ways, it can "be compared
to the requirements for winter ranges in western national parks. These
"Everglades Keys," "Pine flatwoods," or "Miami Rocklands," are rapidly "be-

ing occupied "by urban developments and groves outside the park.

The Everglade kite at Taylor River Slough was not seen the latter
part of October, but the one at Humble Oil Road near Tamiami Trail romained.
Several reports from different sources indicate that a flamingo came into
Lake Ingraham after the hurricane. The observations have not yot been con-
firmed by Service personnel,

nTiitc—tailed deer suffered from high v/ater as did most other forms
of terrestrial wildlife including raccoons. Diammdback rattlesnakes were
more numerous on higher hammocks and in pinelands. The fact that they, too,
were thin and had suffered from floods soemed not to concern anyone very
much.

The "bird show" at Coot Bay Ranger Station was good all month with
American egrets, snowy egrets, white ibises, and other birds present.
Bird populations increased all along the Ingraham Highway.

Roseate spoonbills came in at Florida Bay preparatory to nesting
the last week of October,

MAINTENANCE

Work continued on the rehabilitation of quarters at Coot Bay Ranger
Station where the appearanco of Mrs. Barnes in an historically bachelor
environment is resulting in many, worthwhile changes.

Everglades National Park - Page Two
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DSttBBASB OR DECREASE W TRAVEL

Boad conditions prevented visitors from going into the park during
the early part of the month. Later, however, weekend use picked up a

little augmented "by visitors fron the American Logion Convention in Miami.
The increase was from 5 cars per weekend early in October to 40 cars later,

VISITORS

Governor Earl Warren of California and party
Senator and Mrs. Spessard Holland
Congressman and Mrs. J. Hardin Peterson
'Congressman George Sr.ath.ors

Mr. August Burghard, Chairman Everglades Park Commission
Harold Peters, Atlantic Flyway Biologist, Pish and Wildlife Service
Jay Y. Kolsey, Game Management Agent, Pish and Wildlife Service
Edward B. Chamberlain, Jr. State P-R Biologist
James Silver, Regional Director, Pish and Wildlife Service

polios mwmm
High water "brought out the poachers to get any wildlife thai sought

high ground. Rangers Stephanie and Wintc cooperating with Stato Wildlife
Officers made car checks at night on Paradise Key.

Donald Sullivan of the Homestead Police (former custodian of Royal
Palm Park and applicant for position with Service) and Pire Chief Sullivan
of Homestead were relieved of firearms. A JWoot alligator which had "been

run over by a car was taken away from Charles Del-A3k, shrimper. Five
negroes with shot guns were apprehended, one with a, dead Florida crane.
The case was turned over to the state. "Buddy" Roberts's fish truck from
Flamingo yielded a rifle and the query from Roberts if the government would
henceforth take responsibility for hi-jacking on the road if he went un-
armed.

The October hurricane was followed by strong ca-sterly and south-
easterly winds which held commercial fishing praetically at a standstill
all month. Enough catches of mullet and trout wore made to keep the fish
trucks rolling from Flamingo, but it was not a profitable enterprise.

Charter boatmen from Coot Bay found unusually good fishing in White-
water Bay and Oyster Bay areas. And, naturally, they took full advantage
by having their parties catch as many fish as they could haul in. Catches
per party (averago three people) per day ranged from 150 to 200 fishes J

One party that boasted 169 fish was asked what they did with so many. One
of the party replied, "When we got home we filloted all the big ones we
noeded and chucked the rest out."

Everglades National Park - Page Throo.
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Accipasraff

Chief Ranger Earl Seningsen left the office after clearing for
the hurricane. His family was with hin in their personal car. They
v;ere involved in a crossing accident on the way hone and their car
was demolished, Mrs. Seningsen sustained a "broken leg and other in-
juries. Their son, Donald, had a "broken collar "bone and Chief Ranger
Seningsen had serious bruises on head and side. At the end of the nonth,
all were out of the hospital; hut Mrs. Seningsen was confined at hone
with her leg in a cast.

Daniel B. Beard, Superintendent

Everglr,dcs JJc.tional Park ~ Page Pour
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MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

FOR

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

November, 1948

General

Temperatures for November were unusually high after a "brief cold spell
that hit 58 degrees early in the month. Average mean temperature- at Homes-
tead was 75.2 degrees. Highest was 89 degrees.

Glades Conditions

The following November 26 recordings were made for ppm chloride in
Ingraham Canal:

19.0 miles S.W. Royal Palm Ranger Station, surface 590

19.0 milc3 S.¥. Royal Palm Ranger Station, bottom 2,550
12.7 miles S.W. Royal Palm Ranger Station, bottom 42
0.3 miles S.W. Royal Palm Ranger Station, bottom 11

Heavier salt water had infiltrated over lighter fresh water, but
salt intrusion was still relatively slight. There i^crc no noticoablc ef-
fects of salt intrusion yet (such as fish mortalities).

Glades surface waters held quite well all month in spito of increased
evaporation. Innundation continued in many areas \ri.th the probablo accom-
panying production of fresh water organisms at winter bird feeding areas,
especially near headwaters of the Shark-Broad Rivers where the major Shark
River rookery has had three successive "sick" years and has caused consid-
erable concern.

INSPECTIONS

Regional Director Allen visited the area four days. He was interested
in the land acquisition program and the general situation in the park such
as personnel setup, progress of work at Coot Bay Ranger Station, status of
equipment, and physical improvement plans for the near future. He inspected
the recently acquired lands at Cape Sable.

Robert Mooro, forester from the Regional Office arrived November 28,
and began field v/ork with the Chief Ranger preparatory to assisting in fire
plans.

Everglades National Park - Page Ono
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MAINTENANCE

¥ork was "begun under contract to replace the roof of the old C.C.C.

"built equipment storage "building at Royal Pain Ranger Station.

A house boat, on loan from U.S.D.A., was towed to the Homestead

canal and repainted for use as a floating patrol station. It will "be taken

to Shark River,

STATUS OF PRIVATE LAMPS

The Land Acquisition Office at Coconut Grove completed the acquisition
of 134, 880 acres in the purchase area by agreement on sovereignty lands and

direct purchase from the Model Land Company. This increased federal owner-
ship in the purchase area to a total of 542,240 acres and reduced private
holdings to be acquired to 220,035 acres. Handling of the negotiations was
commendable and the precedent set should "be profitable to the Service in deal-

ing with other owners. Although negotiations took place earlier, the deal
was consummated in November. Acting Project Manager Manlcy, Assistant Chief
Counsel Lee, Appraiser McKec, and Coordinating Superintendent Yinten share
the honors on this important deal.

INTERPRETIVE SERVICE

As winter travel season approached, added interest was expressed in
the park. The quest for information resulted in increased numbers of invi-
tations for Sorvice personnel to speak before local civic and service clubs.

Talks wore given by the park naturalist at the Tropical Audubon Society
and the Homestead Rotary Club. The superintendent gave talks at the Florida
City Kiwanis Club, Mian! Beach Rotary Club, and Florida Junior Academy of
Sciences.

A four hundred foot reel of 16 mm color film on the park has been as-
sembled and was used on several occasions during November.

On November 18, tho superintendent and park naturalist embarked on a
rather unique tour with members of the national Association of Travel Offi-
cials. Arrangements were made by August Burghard of the Everglades National
Park Commission for uso of a new DC-6 Delta Airlines plane for this conducted
trip. Using the plane's intercommunication system, Service personnel gave a
talk on the park as the plane flew over. It was broadcast by transcription
over WIOD next day. Admittedly, this was no way to run a park tour, but it
served a useful purpose and prohibitive costs will prevent it from "becoming
a habit."
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RESEARCH AMD OBSERVATION

An outstn.nd.ing "bird observation was nade during the nonth "by Robert

P. Allen of the National Audubon Society in company with Charles Brookficli,

of tho sane Society, and John O'Reiley a reporter fron the New York Herald-

Tribune. Hear Bear Lake, they observed a, Zenaida dove at close hand for

several uinutes. The last person (and up until this record the only person)

to see this species in Florida was John Janes Audubon over 100 years ago.

The incident was well publicized by Mr. O'Reiley.

Colonial nesting birds sent out their first "scouts" at East River
Rookery and Cuthbert Lake Rookery, but no nesting started in Novenber. The

large concentrations at Cape Sable Flats continued and white pelicans cane

in there.

Waterfowl began to arrive in large numbers during the nonth. In approx-
imate order of abundance they were: coots, blue-winged teal, scaups, bald-
pates, red-breasted nergansers, and a scattering of ruddy ducks.

The pre nesting population of roseate spoonbills in Florida Bay was re-
ported better than ever for this tine of the year.

INCREASE OR DECREASE IN TRAVEL

Early "snow birds" began coning to Florida in llovenbcr and travel in
the park by out of state cars picked up. Continuing good weather in the
north held nany would be Florida winter tourists back so that conplaints
fron local hotelnen nncl others v/ere a little norc numerous than usual.

RAITG-ER SERVICE

An airboat patrol of approximately 75 niles was nade by park rangers
and the park naturalist. Boats belonging to Dan Poppenhager of Coconut G-rove

were used. Mr. John Goggins, 'archeologist of the University of Florida, was
on the trip to observe shell nounds and old Seninole campsites. It was a
productive patrol as it gave park personnel a better concept of certain re-
note areas in the glados and denonstrated the value of snail airboats working
in pairs. The patrol started near Cenent Bridge on Ingrahan Highway, went
northwest along headwaters to Lostnans River Pines, where canp was nade in
a cabbage pain hannock. The next day, they wont to the Collier County Line,
then turned back in a wide circle to cone out on the Taniani Trail at William
McKinley Osceola's canp.
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FpHEST FIRE PROTECTION

A pino woods fire occurred on Long Pine Key on Hovenbcr 22, "burning

63 chores of park land and 184 acres of land outside the park.

Hazardous conditions existed all nonth in the pinelands and there were
nuncrous fires in nearby areas caused "by farmers "burning their fields pre-
paratory to planting glades lands. Everglades grasses and sedges had "bc^un

to euro in places and hasard was increasing rapidly towards the end of the
nonth.

DANIELa BEAHO

Daniel B. Beard,
Superintendent
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MONTHLY NARRATIVE REPORT

POR

EVERGLADES j&glOjAL PART

December, 1948

WEATHER CONDITIONS

General

The customary "white Christmas" spirit with artificial snow, fur
trimmed Santa Clauses, and crackling yule logs seemed somewhat ludicrous
with the thermometer in the eighties. Bathing beauties of the Orange
Bowl festival were more in tune with the weather which remained unusual-
ly warm until December 27. Highest temperature for the month was 89 de-
grees on the twenty-first. Lowest was 45 degrees the last day of the

month. Mean temperature was 72.1 degrees.

Glades Conditions

Rainfall fell off to .46 inches. There were a few, spotty showers
in the park, but generally a typical, dry season condition prevailed.
Water held well in the open Everglades with indication of continued flow
along natural drainage courses from the -north. Inundation.' was less, how-
ever, than during December, 194-7. Salt intrusion had not become serious
by December 29, when U.S.GcS-. tests were mode.

INSPECTIONS

Conrad L. Wirth and Sidney Kennedy, of the Branch of Lands and Re-
creational Planning, Washington, visited the pork and the Land Acquisition
Office. They were interested in seeing lands recently purchased as well
as key areas still in private ownership.

Assistant Regional Director Lisle accompanied Messrs. Wirth and
Kennedy on part of their trip. He also discussed in the field with the
superintendent, immediate plans for physical improvements.

Mr. Tom Wallace, of the National Porks Advisory Board, Was in the
park one day. His early travels in the area (1900) provided interesting
information on former conditions.

Porester Moore, from the Regional Office, completed his work early
in the month and returned to Richmond,

Everglades National Park - Page One
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STATUS OB PRIVATE LANDS

Park personnel cooperated with the Land Acquisition Office and

Soil Conservation Service in getting soil samples of key private lands

in the park prior to purchase negotiations.

PU3LICITY

John O'B.eilly, of the Hew York Pieraid-Tribune, visited the park
and prepared an excellent, factual account that was featured in his
paper and syndicated through the Herald-Tribune News Service. Mr.

O'Reilly's key paragraphs were:

"This is the period during which the rest of the land must be
acquired, a master plan of development must be worked out, and person-
nel and equipment must bo provided. At the same time, the wildlife and
forests must be protected until the area emerges as a well-controlled
link in the national park system,

"To all those who struggled during the last 20 years to get this
unusual section of America placed beyond the reach of destructive forces,
it is gratifying that the park is at least a fact* But the work of pro-
tecting and preserving the area, has hardly begun."

The national Geographic Magazine for January, carried an article
on the park by the superintendent and a series of superb color plates
from paintings by "falter A« "i'eber, famous wildlife artist and former mem-
ber of the Service.

The Redlands District News, of Plonestead, Fla. , sponsored a contest
among high school students for an Everglades National Park sticker de-
sign.

COMPLAINTS

Thrco common complaints are increasing as more and more people use
the park:

1. Lack of .comfort stations at Paradise Key. T
.7"e explain lack of

funds for this work is the reason. ;ie also emphasize the newness of the
park. But we are hoping to get at least one pit latrine in during the
winter.

2. Lack of gas stations, food, cold drinks, at Coot Bay area.. A
sign is being erected telling visitors there arc no gas stations down the
road.

3. The very general, bitter complaint that there is "nothing to see."
Naturalist personnel and rangers are trying to alleviate the complaint
by making personal contacts which have proved almost 100^ effective.

Everglades National Park - Page Two
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MAINTENANCE

Work was completed under contract on the new roof on the garage in
Royal Palm Ranger Station. At the same station, Service personnel painted
some rooms and made the rear of Royal Palm Lodge more livahle for season-
al rangers and ranger-naturalist.

Work continued as time permitted, on the painting of the rangers'
quarters at Coot Bay Ranger Station.

INTERPRETATION

A seasonal Ranger-Naturalist was appointed and worked from Royal
Palm Ranger Station.

The park superintendent gave talks to the Association of College
Swimming Coaches, Miami Beach Lions' Club, and Dade County Council of

Boy Scouts. The park naturalist spoke at the Pt. Laudordale Book Club.

RESEARCH AND OBSERVATION

Cuthbcrt Lake Rookery began to form during December with wood ibises,

American egrets, water turkeys, and Florida cormorants beginning to nest
late in the month. East River Rookery was further advanced.

The waterfowl population built up rapidly and, by month's end, there
was a very noticeable increase over the previous year. Coots and scaup in
Coot Bay were abundant - more so than in many years. Peart of the concen-
tration there can be directly attributed to regrowth of submerged vegeta-
tion; but the increase throughout the park is because of better conditions
in the north coupled with protection in the park which kept the birds in
the area. The tameness of the waterfowl in the park was noteworthy.

Residents of Flamingo report a dearth of rodents, (rats, marsh rab-
bits, mice) since the hurricanes. This is, of course, entirely under-
standable because the entire area was inundated. Mortality of rodents
must have been tremendous and must be having its effects in many yet un-
studied ways.

A crocodile spent the entire month at West Lake and was seen by
numerous park visitors. More alligators were along Ingraham Canal as
glades waters receded.

Taylor Slough, east of Paradise Key, was visited by many people.
The wildlife "show" there, including a family of otters, was excellent and
accessible. Water is receding now and will not last much longer. The
Tropical Audubon Society made a Christmas bird census in the Paradise Key
area.
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INCREASE IN TRAVEL

Winter visitors "began to cone to south Florida in numbers during
Decenber. \ipxrn weather in the north held down the nunber somewhat, but
there was a substantial jump in the visitor count in the park. It was
interesting to note that tho Orange 3owl Festival ¥eek in Miami which
drew many people down for tho holidays did not have a corresponding ef-
fect on tho number of park visitors,

POLICE PROTECTION

Ranger Winte apprehended 5 nen with guns, shooting within park
boundaries. Guns and nen were turned over to State Wildlife Officers
for prosecution as they wore shooting fmn a state highway.

Low flying private airplanes have become a serious matter. With a
lending strip on private land at Middle Cape, many planes go down there,
Not one weekend passed without someone seeing at least one plane flying
low end causing clouds of disturbed birds to fly up somewhere in the park,

riRE PROTECTION

Everglados grasses and sedges began to cure. A light frost in certain
sections caused, overnight, a decided increase in fire hazard in the open
grasslands of the glades J Diligent precautions ^oy rangers and fire control
aids prevented fires. Every time a smoke appeared as a farmer burned his

field near tho park, a ranger was there. It is paying off.

A fire school was held at Earl: Headquarters on December 6< All coop-
crating agencies wore present with their equipment. The school was entire-
ly successful and gave others a better insight on the Service's point of
view end organization. Chief Ranger Semingscn end Forester Moore, of the
Regional Office, planned and conducted the school.

COMMERCIAL FI SHINS

Mullet season closed December lj and commercial fishermen were given
five days grace to clean out their ice boxes. Naturally, they kept right
on fishing, but by the end of five days most mullet fishing was over. Com-
mercial fishermen, of Flamingo, had time to indulge in other activities.

The "Battle of Slagol's Ditch" near Flamingo developed during the
month. Charles Del-Ask, James McCall, end the Lloyd House outfit, cane
finally to blows on who should get the shrimp from Slagol's Ditch. With
live shrimp retailing at, from two cents to three cents each, and shrimpers
making from $50.00 to $75.00 per night; it is under stendable why the fight
begen. Lloyd House purchased from Model Land Company 160 acres along tho
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ditch. Shacks were put up for shrir.ipcrs. Someone got hit over the

head with a gasoline lantern. A "black eye appeared and the park head-
quarters was full of feuding shrimpers all month. State officers con-
fiscated two nets, gave one hack. At least one shrimper "began carrying
a gun and, at month's end, the unfortunate affair was reaching a crescendo,

DANIEL B. BEARD

Daniel B. Beard,
SuDcrint endont
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