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ILLUSTRATION ^76

GENERAL VrE^.'J SHQWIT^G THE SOLTTH AND EAST COPNERS OF THE LIBPARY

This illustration shows the elevation of the south and east corners of

the Stone Library.

On the table is a large portfolio .made of leather which contained four

engravings presented to president John Quincy Adams by the artist, John

Tniinbull. The inscription on the outside of the portfolio is gold-

lettered. The rectangular book upon the portfolio is a copy of Cortege

funebre de feu ?a maieste I'empereur Alexandre I^'" de glorieuse memoirs.

There are hand-colored plates of each section of the funeral procession

of Alexander I in I826. It was presented to President John Quincy Adams

by the Russian Government, •

This portrait of Charles Francis A-iams hanging from the balcony rail

will be described in a separate illustration.
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726.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OF THE STONE LIBRARY

The Stone Library was built by Charles Francis Adams in I87O. Instruc-

tions for a fire-proof building were contained in the will-^ of John

Quincy Adams, our sixth President, to provide facility for the proper

use and preservation of his books, papers and maps. Due to active poli-

tical life followed by the appointment as United States Minister to the

Court of St. Jameses, Charles Francis Adams had been unable to carry out

his father's wishes until his return from England to Quincy in I869.

Designed by Edward C. Cabot, a Boston architect, the building is of stone

and brick masonry. The roof is of slate shingles and the floor is geo-

metric styled tile. The woodwork is light oak. There is no basement,

but Charles Francis Adams took precaution to make the room dry. Of this

(1) Will of John Quincy Adams dated January I8, I8U7, Article I6:

"I give and bequesth my library of books, my manuscript books
and papers, and those of my father, and all my family pictxires,

except such as may be herein otherwise specifically devised, to
my son, Charles i-'rancis Adams, trusting that his mother shall
at all times have the use of any of the books in the library at
her discretion; ajid I recommend to my said son, Charles Francis
Adams, as soon as he shall find it suit his own convenience, to
cause a building to be erected, made fire-proof, in which to keep
the said library, books, documents, and manuscripts safe, but al-
ways to be subject to his convenience: and I especially recommend
to his care the said library, manuscripts, books, and papers, and
that he will, as far as may be in his power, keep them together as
one library, to be transmitted to his eldest son as one property,
to remain in the faimily and not be sold or disposed of as long as
may be practicable, being always confided to the faithful custody
of the person holding the legal property in the same."
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project he entered in his diary on Friday, November 26, 1869 the follow-

ing:

"...Went to Quincy to look after ny men. Found them steadily
engaged in filling up the interior of vay new foundation with
coarse stone and gravel so as to secure dryness as far as pos-
sible..."

The Stone Library was originally arranged in six categories, A-F. The

lettering begam at the left side of the fireplace in the northeast cor-

ner with A and proceeded counter-cloclwise aroxind the rocrn. These

markings can be seen in the four comers and on the north and south walls

on wooden cartouches with Old English lettering. There are forty-one

ranges of ten shelves each above the counter-line. The range markings

are on the crown molding. Those below the covmter-line appear to have

been designated with only the capital letter for the section plus a

capital "U". The divisions are as follows:

A - 7 sections
B - 6 sections
C - 8 sections
D - 8 sections
E - 5 sections

F - 7 sections

The shelves are lettered "a" to "k", and remnants can be found behind the

colimn on the south wall and also on the left side of the west window.

The three sections over the fireplace are of a later date and were proba-

bly added at the same time as the gallery. These shelves had no particu-

lar designation.

On September 28, I87O Charles Francis Adams recorded in his diary the
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following:

"...The library may be pronounced complete today. It was
cleamed and the last mechanic left it at five o'clock. It
has taken about six months to construct a single room. Now
the labor of removing the books will begin..."

When the balcony at the second floor level was added has not been firmly

established; however, Charles Francis Adams did enter in his diary on the

29th of October, I87O this information:

"...the only remedy is at some future time to build a gallery
and carry the shelves up to the ceiling."

There is evidence that the gallery was added almost immediately, perhaps

in 1871. This additional four rows of shelves for books and the gallery

extended all the way around the four sides of the library. Access was

provided by a ladder which could be used at each of the four comers. .

As it turned out, this extension at the second floor level was not suf-

ficient because the books had to be placed in double rows and at tines,

in triple rows.

After all the books were moved into the Stone Library, they were cata-

logued by a professional librarian, Mr. Wilson. From then on Charles

Francis Adams fovind it a pleasant place in which to do his literary work.

On April U, 187I he entered in his diary:

"Returned home and in the afternoon made my first lodgment in

the library, A comfortable fire enabled me to write up ten
days of arrears in the Diary and to convince myself that I

should do very well with it ...

"

Charles Francis Adams was disappointed in the size of the library. He





729.

recorded in his diary on May l6, I87I:

"Day entirely spent at home and in the arrangement of books
in the library, I am trying to accommodate the surplus by
using double rows. This will require in its turn, the mak-
ing of a new Catalogue ...

"

He also found the library very cold as is indicated by his entry in his

diary on Wednesday, 15th of May, 1878:

"...A chilly and dreary Easterly wind v;ith clouds imparted
little cheerfulness to the scene, and my firewood is of the
small sort which does not shed much heat. Indeed every thing
looked very gloomy, I do not find the fireplace quite ade-
quate to the size of the room. ,.,"

The drawers of his table, etc. were damp and hard to manipulate. This

troubled Charles Francis Adams who wrished his library to be satisfactory

in every detail. However, he continued to work on the Family Papers,

The extensive republishing of the ten volxomes of the .Diary of John Adams,

the twelve volumes of The Memoirs of John Ouincy Adams, and The Letters

of Abigail Adams occupied his time until his death in l836.

Upon the death of Charles Francis Adams, his surviving children formed a'

Trust to be known as the Adams Real Estate Trust, The four yoimg men

had the choice, according to tneir age, of living in the Old House and

protecting the Stone Library. The eldest son, John Ouincy Adams 2d had

a home and declined the chance to take the property, Charles Francis

Adams, Jr, also declined, Henry Adams, who was third in line, accepted

the Trust, Like his father, Henry Adams used the Stone Library for

writing. That he too found it a pleasant place to work is indicated
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in a letter to John Hay, Jxine 28, 188?, Quincy, Massachusetts:

"I write history as though it were serious, five hours a day;
and when my hand and head get tired, I step out in the rose-
beds and watch my favorite roses..."

He had the books recatalogued by Theodore F. Dwight. Henry Adams was

responsible for the property until 189I. He found it financially incon-

venient, considering that he had a residence in Washington and an apart-

ment in Paris, neither of which he wished to give up.

In 1891 Brooks Adams for the first time had the opportunity to accept

the responsibility for the care ajid preservation of the Old House and

the Stone Library. Until his death in I927 he faithfully maintained the

Garden, Old House and Stone Library as he had always known them.

Like his father and brother, Henry, Biooks Adams used the Stone Library

for writing. Six of his works^ were written in whole or in part in the

library. Upon the death of Brooks Adams, the legal heirs formed the

Adams Memorial Society and maintained the Stone Library without any

change until it was given to the people of the United States in 19^.

(2) Harold Deem Cater, editor of Henry Adams and His Friends . Letter
frc«B Henry Adams to Theodore F. Dwight, Jtine 2, ltt91. Foot note same
page: "Dwight had been a research worker in the United States State De-
partment . After helping Adams work out the details of publishing his
History he catalogued the extensive Adams Family archives which occupy
a separate building beside the Adams Mansion, or 'Old House,' at Quincy,
Massachusetts, When Dwight completed this work he joined the staff of
the Boston Public Library, until his marriage to Sally Loring when he
went to Europe to live."

(3) Refractory Note in The Emancipation of Massachusetts , Quincy,
Massachusetts , September 17, 1886. Law of Civilization and Decay ,

Quincy, I896; America's Economic Supremacy , Quincy, I9OO; The New Em-
pire

,
Quincy, 1902; The Theory of Social Revolution , Quincy, 1913;

The Introduction and Heritage of Henry Adams, Quincy, 1919'
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Since 19^6 when the National Park Service became responsible for the

Stone Library'', there has been considerable emphasis given to the preser-

vation of the building, books and furnishings. In I9U6 attention was

given to making the roof watertight, A new copper ridge replaced the

old one which had deteriorated. Flashing was renewed around the sky-

light, the chimney, and where the slates join to the granite trim. The

east and south walls were repointed and missing slates were replaced.

The interior was painted retaining the same color. After' all these ex-

terior repairs were made, the books continued to be damp, especially

the bottom row on the south wall and the two lower rows in the south-

east corner. It was evident that more rehabilitation was needed. The

Stone Library was thoroughly rehabilitated in I962 with architect Thomas

VJistar, Jr. as supervisor. All the books on the east, south and west

walls were removed -- the shelves were carefully taken down -- the floor

tiles under the bottom shelves were removed -- the eight inch gravel

foundation built by Charles Francis Adams in l570 was increased to a

depth of twenty inches -- the walls were repointed from the inside, with

the exception of the north wall which was found to be in excellent con-

dition. The walls were also painted over with a water repellent solu-

tion and lined with hea\'y aluminum foil. After these repairs were com-

pleted, the v:all paneling was reinstalled, as were the shelves and then

the books were returned to their old positions. The balcony was made

as secure as it could be without adding architectural features. Some

forty years previous, lAr , Brooks Adams had added triang-alar iron supports
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hoping to secure the balcony, but it had not proven effective. The

bottoms of the balcony posts, underneath the floor, had rotted and were

replaced with steel stilts. The arm brackets (as shown in the illustra-

tion on the opposite page) supporting the balcony floor now have iron

beams concealed within them. The wooden pegs, also visible in this il-

lustration, conceal iron rods for holding the iron brackets in place.

The shelves installed along the front of the chimney had sagged causing

the mantlepiece to crack. Mr. Brooks Adams was disappointed that he

had been unable to solve this sagging problem. With the years the crack

in the marble had opened to a distance of about one inch in width. The

mantlepiece was restored by using condensed milk for cement and it had

proven satisfactory (I968). The central heating system which had been

installed in 1958 was found unsatisfactory. The books, especially those

in the balcony, were deteriorating very rapidly and attention was given

to the correction of this heating defect. Unfortunately, the measures

that were taken were not sufficient and it has continued to overheat the

books in the balcony until the present time (I968).

Architect Wistar had taste and a sense of . adaptability to keep the li-

brary as Charles Francis Adams had built it. All in all, it was a splen-

did accomplishment and the credit goes entirely to Architect Wistar,

(4) Detail of construction of gallery, see opposite page, Illustration
U79. The iron triangular supports were added by Brooks Adams. An iron

rod was inserted for added strength in the large wood supporting bracket

when the library was rehabilitated in I962. Dociimentary and physical

evidence indicate that the gallery was built after the library was com-

pleted.
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ILLUSTRATION U80

Detail of joining of cased wood structural members on the north side

near the ceiling.
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The library as seen through the eyes of a visitor from the New York

Times gives an interesting description of what the previous pages have

illustrated. We quote from the article published on Monday, August U,

1879:

"At Home in Massachusetts,

Quincy, Mass,, July, l879. - On a broad, cool highway, half
city street, half country road, in the prim, ancient, and cul-
tured Town of Quincy, in Massachusetts, there stands a commo-
dious family mansion, remarkable for its severe simplicity,
the obvious solidity of its construction, and the great beauty
of the old trees by which it is surrounded. To the left of
this house, and only separated from it by. a v/ell-kept gravel
walk and tall hedges of carefully-clipped box-wood, there ap-
pears a second structure, which, at first sight, is a puzzle
to the casual visitor. It is built of dark, gray stone.
Massive walls support the semi-Gothic roof, IIo woodwork is

visible anywhere. The whole structure is at first suggestive
of the time when Luther defied the devil in the stone chaimber

of the Wartbm^g, A nearer view gives a different impression
of it. The bright s-onshine which breaks through the overhang-
ing trees, and lights up its lofty windows at the same time,
dispels all thoughts of 'the days that are gone,' Viewed in
this new light, the building could never be mistaken for a

montiist retreat. Still, it might easily be looked upon as a

newly-erected chapel in some remote English parish, but as

the visitor approaches nearer, this illusion is dispelled
like the rest, and upon entering a broad, oaken doorway, which,
on Summer evenings, seems to be always wide open, it at once

becomes evident that the building serves not as a shelter for
some religious recluse, not as a place of worship for a select
congregation in the- interior of England, but as the library of

a deeply and widely read American gentleman. One long lofty
apartment comprises the whole building. The walls of this

room are lined in every direction with book-cases of some hard,

'nea'\p/ wood, loaded down with bound voliimes and manuscripts
which bear eviderice of having been coliectec in many lands.

The list of works on American history is particularly complete,

and records of the United States Government appear more fre-

quently than books of any other class. An immense oaken table

occupies the middle of the library, and extends nearly its en-

tire length, bearing many magazines, pamphlets, and sheets of

manuscript: while in the coi-ner of the room are numerous maps,

globes, and scientific instruments.
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Entering the gray stone bullalng which is thus furnished,
the visitor, on alnost any Summer evening, will find seated
at the great oalten table, surrounded by books, looking out
upon a broad expanse of bright yet soft-green lawn, which is
dotted here and there with clumps of nighty old trees, a
strong, yet delicately-formed, keen-eyed, ajid evidently quick-
witted gentlemsin, who gives but fev evidences of the fact that
he has x>&ssed his seventieth year. He is dressed with scrupu-
lous neatness but great simplicity, is obviously a student,
of retiring disposition, and having a deep-seated aversion
to the rush and scramble of Americaji political life, he gives
to those who know him but slightly still fewer evidences of
being a man whose name has for generations been woven into
the history of the United States, who has well filled many
places of distinction, 8uid whose emcestors honored the high-
est position in the land. Such, however, is the case, for
the gentleman whom I found seated as I have described, the
master of the old mansion and the library at Quincy, is

Charles Francis Adams, the son of John Quincy Adams and the
grcmdson of John Adams, both of whom may be named among the
most eminent Presidents of the United States. The quaint
and picturesque structure in which he si>ends most of his
time was erected especially for the reception of the 12,000
books bequeathed to him by his father, one of the terms of
the bequest being that they shoiild be placed in a fireproof
building. ..."
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HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OF THE FURNISHINGS M THE STONE LIBRARY

On March 8, 187I Charles Francis Adams went to Quincy to look at his

library to see how well it had gone through the winter. He was very

pleased that he saw no symptcxn of dampness. He tiirned his attention to

furniture for the new library.

On Tuesday, April 2, I87I he went from Boston to Ouincy to receive the

new table. He entered in his diary on that day:

"...I waited in vain for the new table I expected for the
library without which I cannot stir a peg."

As important as he considered the table, no reference hts been found in

his diary as to the exact date of delivery. At any rate, when it came,,

he foimd it satisfactory for his work. It is a very long, wide, oak

table, the top of which is covered with handsome green felt. The drawer

pulls are appropriately carved oak leaves. There are two arm chairs

and four side chairs. The desk and chairs are of the I850 period.

Brooks Adams always remembered visiting his father as he worked on edi-

ting the Family Papers and of seeing great disorder on the table. His

father seemed xinaware and just kept writing. He said that in later

years he and his brother Henry Adams did the same thing.

Charles Francis Adams also had the two leather over-stuffed arm chairs.

Contrary to family tradition, it appears that the desk at which John

Quincy Adams sat for seventeen and a half years in the United States

House of Representatives was purchased by Charles Francis Adams in l859
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at an auction in Washington, D, C. of government furniture. If that be

true, then Charles Francis Adams might have placed the desk in the li-

brary near his father's books as a part of the original furniture. The

arm chair was probably from the home of Peter Chardon Brooks and is

about l8Uo period. There are two pieces of furniture of a later period.

They are the Morris cnair and the library chair which can be converted

into a step-ladder. The three portraits are also later additions.

Each item will be commented upon in separate illustrations to follow.

In spite of the very few additions to the library, it still retains

the general appearance it had when Brooks Adams left it in 1927.
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ILLUSTRATION U83

Detail of the left side of the marble mantelpiece at the east end of

the library. The face pieces are of red marble; the moldings and

shelf are of black marble. It was made by A. Wentworth & Co., of

Boston, and they incorporated some suggestions of Charles Francis

Adams' in the design. The fireplace itself is faced with stone. At-

tention is invited to the tiny crack at the left end of the mantel-

piece which was mended with condensed milk. The crack is barely

visible.
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ILLUSTRATION kQk

Detailed view of the right side of the marble mantelpiece at the east

end of the library.
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ILLUSTRATION US?

GENERAL VIEW SHOWING NORTH AND EAST WALLS OF THE STONE LIBRARY

The sofa, the ladder and the portrait of John Quincy Adams will be

described in separate illustrations.
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ILLUSTRATION U88

LADDER

This illustration shows the removable ladder which provides access

to the gallery. The construction of it makes the rail easy to

grasp. This ladder can be used in each corner of the room.
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ILLUSTRATION U9I

PORTRAIT OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS

Boston Athenaeum American Portrait File:

"Painted in l84o by E. D. Marchant (I806-I887) ...Purchased

by C. F. Adams from Mr. Marchant about I885."

Mr. Marchant painted two portraits of John Quincy Adams. An oval por-

trait was given to the New York Historical Society in I8UU, and the

picture now at the Adams National Historical Site in the Stone Library

was purchased by Charles Francis Adams fran the artist in I885.

We quote from John Quincy Adams' Diary:

November I9, I8UO: "I had parted yesterday frcan Mr. Marchant,
with the understanding that as I was to be here only this day,

and could give him only one sitting he had given up the pur-
pose of painting my portrait. After concluding to stay till
Saturday, I went to Mr. Marchant 's and told him I could sit
this day and tomorrow if it should suit him, and accordingly I

sat nearly two hours before and one after dinner,"

On November 20, I8U0 he entered in his Diary:

"After breakfast sat 2 hours to Mr. Marchant who has taken a
good likeness though the portrait is unfinished."
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ILLUSTRATION k92

Title: Armchair

Date: c. l8U0

Description: This armchair is a combination chair and ladder.

It is covered with black horsehair.

Size: Height of back - 3' 5 1/2"
VJiuth of seat across front - 1' 10"

Height of seat - 1' 5 1/2"
Width of seat across back - 1' 2 1/2"
Height from floor of folding back - 9 1/2",

Reference: Charles Francis Adams, Jr. used this chair in his

library at Birnham Wood, Lincoln, Massachusetts,

VThen he died in 1915, his widow, Mrs, Mary Ogden

Adams, wished the chair to be incorporated in the

Stone Library, Brooks Adams accepted it as a part

of the family memorabilia.
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ILLUSTRATION ^493

Back viev of the armchair showing the hardware in the bottom which, when

unhooked, converts into a step ladder.
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ILLUSTRATION ^9!*

This illustration shows the same armchair converted into a step-ladder,

The treads of the steps are covered in beautiful green felt. It is

very convenient for getting books from the shelves.
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753.

ILLUSTRATION U96

Title:

Date:

Description:

Reference:

Armchair

c. 1820

This chair is mahogany and has the same color finish

as the desk from The House of Representatives, It

is upholstered in raised floral pattern leather.

Assistant Curator Collins is of the opinion that it

vas one of the chairs owned by Charles Francis Adams

and that he found it convenient to use it with the

desk. He discouraged the idea that it was ever in

Washington.
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ILLUSTRATION ^97

VIEW SHQVmTG THE ELEVATION OF THE NORTH AND

WEST CORNERS OF THE STONE LIBRARY

This illustration shows the case vhich contains the presentation copy

of The Proceedings of The Alabama Claims , and above it is the small

three-drawer cabinet containing the historic catalogue cards of the

books. The bust on the pedestal is the famous one by Hiram Powers which

will be described in a separate illustration. The portraits hanging

frc« the balcony rail are of President John Adams and President John

Quincy Adams. President John Quincy Adams' portrait, hanging to the

right, vds described in Illustration U9I. President John Adams* por-

trait will be described in Illustration 500.

In the center of the large table is a French clock which was used by

Henry Adams in his apartment in France and later brought to Quincy. Ob

each side of the clock are astral lamps which burned whsile oil. Also

on the table is a wooden ink stand with cut glass- ink jars and a postal

scale with weights frcaa five grams to sixty grams. The base is made of

brass on wood. Size of Clock: Height - 11 1/2", Bell height - ik S/k",

Height of wooden stand - 2". Size of Lamps: Height - 1' 9", Height of

cut glass font - 6", Height of shade - 8". Size of Ink Stand: Length -

1' 1 1/2", Width - 9 1/2", Height to top of handle - 3 3/^". Size of

Cut Glass Jars - U" high. Size of Scale: Height - 3 l/^", Length - V,

Depth - U".
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ILLUSTRATION ^98

COLLAPSIBLE LADDER

In this illustration is the ladder shown as it looks being opened,

It has reeded poles and opens to form an 8'
, 6-r\ang ladder.

Size: Height - 8'

Width - 12 1/2"
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ILLUSTRATION ^99

Title: Bust of President John Quincy Adams

Date: l873 1^'S /',-.

Artist: Hiram Powers

Description: This marble bust of President John Quincy Adams has a

white base and top and a grey pedestal.

Size: Height of Pedestal - U' 1 1/2"

Height of Bust - 1' 10 1/2". .

Reference: We quote from a letter written by President John

Quincy Adams in March, l837:

''Hiram Powers, a native Artist born in' Vermont,
is taking a mould of me in clay for Casts..."
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ILLUSTRATION 500

PORTRAIT OF PRESIDEWT JOHN ADAMS

This illustration shows a portrait of President John Adams painted by

William Winstanley in Philadelphia, 1798. We quote from a letter of

Henry Adams written on April 22, l893 to his brother Charles Francis

Adams, Jr.*

"...now I receive from Philadelphia a full-length portrait of
John Adams painted diuring the Presidency by an Englishman
named Winstajiley, and I want to know what to do with it. Frame
and all, it measures 52 x kk inches. The figure stands 33
inches high, and the body is about a third larger than it should
be, compared with the legs. It is very well painted thoxigh ill-
drawn, and is in some respects a really fine portrait.

I have tried to get the ruling quotations for great-grandfathers,
but they must be scarce in the market, for though all my friends
tell me decidedly to buy the pict\ire, I think they are really
thinking more of the value of a great-great-grandfather Presi-
dent than of ny generation. In fact I suppose Molly's baby
might double up the price, for great -great-grajidfather Presidents,
full length, contemporaneous, and pointing to the Constitution,
must be almost a monopoly.

The fact is I don't want it, and have no money. Do you care
to take it? Or does anyone in the family care to authorise me
to offer a thousand dollars for this perfectly authentic ances-
tor? I admit that if I were Jack or Iferry or George or Charley,
I should want it. Nothing but weariness of accum\ilation, and
poverty of bank account, checks my buying it now."

When Brooks Adams was undertaking to prepare the house to be opened as

a memorial to his forebears, his brother Henry Adams presented the por-

trait to the Old House.
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ILLUSTRATION 501

Title: Bust of John Quincy Adams

Date: I818

Artist: Cardelli

Description: This bust is of John Quincy Adams when he was a

young mfiin. It was sculptured by Cardelli at Wash-

ington and is set on a white marble base and top

and has a gray shaft.

Size: Pedestal Height - U' 1 1/2"

Bust Height - 1' 10".
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ILLUSTRATION 502

Title:

Date:

Description:

Reference:

Desk

Late l8th century

This desk vas John Adams' stand-up writing desk.

When the lid is raised there are pigeon holes all

the way across the desk for filing papers. It has

one drawer with bail handles. Size:

Height in back from floor to top - U' 5".

Height in front from floor to top - 3' 5 1/2".

John Adams used this desk in Quincy when he was Vice

President and President of the United States. An

interesting feature is that only one pigeon hole was

assigned the Amy and Navy x>apers. Nowadays, our

Defense Department is not so modest in paper worki
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ILLUSTRATION 503

Title: Half Round Leather Chair

Date: c. I85O

Description: This over-stuffed half round chair is upholstered in

tufted leather. There is a lyre motif in the center

of the back. The legs are turned and reeded with cas-

ters at the bottcsn.

Size: Height from floor to top of back - 2' 6"

Width across arms - 2' 5".

Reference: According to family tradition, this chair has always

been in the library.
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ILLUSTRATION 50U

Title:

Date:

Description:

Reference:

Mcrris Chair

c. 19th century

This Morris Chair has a cane seat and has brown

tufted velvet upholstered cushions and anus. There

are four turned spokes on either side of the chair.

Underneath the seat are four turned stretchers.

There are casters on the bottom of the legs and at

the back.

Size: Height of back from floor - 3' U".

Width across arms - 2' U".

This chair was used by Brooks Adams.
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ILLUSTRATION 505

GENERAL VIEW SHOWING THE WEST CORNER AND

THE SOUTH WALL OF THE STONE LIBRARY

Attention is called to the portrait of Charles Francis Adams painted

by Vinton which will be described in Illustration 507. The various

small objects on the table are also described in separate illustration.
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ILLUSTRATION 307

PORTRAIT OF CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS

Hanging from the balcony rail is a portrait of Charles Francis Adams

painted by Vinton,

In 1879 Mr. Vinton had painted the portrait of Charles Francis Adams

which hangs in the East Hallvay, Most members of the family did not

like this portrait because they felt it showed the strain which was

later to incapacitate him. His sons, Charles Francis Adams, Jr. and

John Quincy Adams 2d, each wished a portrait of their father and they

engaged Vinton to do two additional portraits, but this time not frcMB

life, but from a photograph of Charles Francis Adams taken in I869

when he was sixty-two years old.

The portrait, owned by John Quincy Adams 2d, now hangs in the American

Embassy in London. It is on indefinite loan from the area. The other

portrait which belonged to Charles Francis Adams, Jr. was given to the

area in 1927 by Henry Adams, II ajid his twin brother, John Adams, This

is the portrait shown in this illustration.



-507-





765.

BOOKS IN THE STONE LIBRARY

The visitors usually show surprise at the first sight of the interior

of this library. With lending libraries so accessible nowadays, it is

hard for them to realize that only fifty years ago such a private col-

lection was considered necessary. Brooks Adams used to say: "I need

a sitting room where I can entertain my friends, but I must have a li-

brary where my books can entertain me."

These books reflect the literary taste and interest of four generations

of the Adams family. They read for pleasure, but more often, their

books were the tools which provided them with knowledge for their pro-

fessional responsibilities. Their books gave them inspiration for their

own writing and guidance on questions applicable to the establishment of

early American govemaent.

Mr. Willman Spawn of the American Philosophical Society has estimated

that perhaps 10^ of the books in the Stone Library were the Second Pres-

ident's and the 'greater part of the remainder were the Sixth President's.

Both George Washington Adams and his brother Charles Francis Adams are

well represented. Many of the volumes identified by the signature of

George Washington Adams were really books given him by his grandfather,

John Adams. Likewise, some of the books with the bookplate of Charles

Francis Adams were inherited frc«i his father, John Quincy Adams. For

example, there is Tannehill's Sketches of The History of Literature

which has folded within the pages a letter from Tannehill presenting
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this copy to John Quincy Adams with his compliments. Although the exaW)-

|>les of Charles Francis Adams' books in the Stone Library are nvimerous,

they do not represent his entire library. Charles Francis Adams Library

at 57 Mount Vernon Street was divided and each son took the books which

appealed to him. All of Brooks Adams' share and a few volumes of Henry

Adams' share came to the Stone Library.^ Henry Adams added about a hun-

dred volumes from his Paris apartment. Brooks Adams added very few of

his books since his were placed in the closets in the Old House to be

more conveniently reached for his use in the evenings,

A brief comment upon the various sections of the books is as follows:

Historical - The historical works in this collection cover a wide range

of subjects. There are a remarkably large nvunber of encyclopaedias, dic-

tionaries and glossaries which are technical as well as general. The

English, French, German, Russian, Spanish and Portugese histories were

useful for information and study by the first three generations of

Adamses . These histories offered cultural benefits, of course, but

more importantly, they were consulted on matters applicable to the or-

ganization of the United States Government and diplomatic responsibili-

ties of the Adamses. In various torn and dilapidated folios are to be

found valuable historical maps. One of the very valuable maps is A Map

Exhibiting All The New Discoveries in the Interior Parts of North America

XT) Mr. Brooks Adams said his father's library at 57 Mount Vernon St,

numbe^-ed more than John Quincy Adams'. He also said that his brother
Henry gave the most of his share of Charles Francis Adams' library to
Western Reserve Library. Information given to the writer by Brooks Adams.
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by A. Arrowsmith, hydrographer to the Prince of Wales, and printed in

London, 1795 - l8lU. Along vith this map are included South America, tiie

West Indies and Mexico. The political and physical divisions of South

America are delineated partly from scarce, original documents from 1771-

l8o6. In a box is the "hundred sheet" map showing an attempt to pro-

vide a detailed survey of the entire Russiaa Empire that vas published

in St. Petersburg around l8lO. The cartouche of this map is admired by

artists and scholars alike. The map is especially associated vith John

Quincy Adams while he was Minister Plenipotentiary to Russia.

Bound in red richly decorated folio la a magnificent set of drawings of

the Bridge of Saint Isaac. It contains eight perfectly beautiful hand-

colored lithograph plates. The exact title is: Plans, Profile, Yues

Perspectives Et Details Du Pont De Bateaux De Saint-Isaac by Betancourt.

In the first view of the bridge, the church of Saint Isaac is visible.

The Description De L'Eglise De St. -Isaac showing details, plans, etc.

by Montferrand is in a separate folder, but, evidently, they were both

of special interest to John Quincy Adama.

Classics - The study of literature was just as important as history.

All the family read. Their reading was diversified, but their taste

called for Belles Lettres. Judging by the nvmiber of Latin and Greek

classics, it seems safe to say that these were the favorites of the

first three generations. President John Quincy Adstais particularly, had

a half-dozen editions of the complete works of Cicero. He not only
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read Cicero, but he translated the orations as well. The earliest edi-

tion of the Opera vas published at Padua, Italy in 1753 and beairs the

bookplate of John Quincy Adams. There are more than one hundred shelves

in the Stone Library devoted to Latin, Greek, English, German and French

Classics.

During the first mission of John Adams to France he was accompanied by

his son John Quincy Adams. The young lad joined a theatrical group of

children and took part in French plays at the Theatre des Petits Cone-

diens Bois de Boulogne. Soon after their arrival in Paris on the occa-

sion of the second mission of John Adams he gave his son a four-volime

set of Theatre a 1' usage des Jeunes Personnes . This book, along with

many other books of French drama, are still preserved. There are Eng-

lish plays as well. For example, there are numerous editions of

Shakespeare. Of particular note is an eight-volume set published in

Edinburgh in 1769* This set has the original Scottish binding.

Poems by English, French, German and Italian poets are represented.

John Quincy Adams wrote poetry of a sort, but, more significantly, read

and enjoyed the best of poetry. A sample now on the shelves of the li-

brary is a seventy-five volume set of Works Of The English Poets , indexed

3 eoitxori.
and edited by Samuel Johnson, in^ 1790. Other great literary figures of

the past such as William Mason, Charles Churchill, Sir Walter Scott,

Oliver Goldsmith and Geoffrey Chaucer, to name only a few, were not emit-

ted by the Adams reader.
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Geography and Travel - Each member of the Adams Family appears to have

enjoyed geography books and travel maps which are found scattered about

in shelves wherever there was an available spot. The most familiar

books on travel to me are: Letters On Silesia by John Quincy Adams;

Memoirs of Moraie Taaroe Last Queen of Tahiti by Henry Adams; Travels

Through New England by Ann^ Royal and William H. Seward's Travels Around

The World . In one of the most dilapidated paper-bound atlases is a col-

lection of original engrevings of birds, fish, mountain scenes, rivers,

harbors, boats, buildings and people of each land explored on the first

Russian circumnavigation of the world. Fortunately, the damage to the

binding and engravings was confined to the outer edges. This atlas is

a very rare item and should be more carefully preserved in the future.

A description of the exploration taken from this atlas was written by

Conrad Harding, one of our talented Ranger Historians, in I968. \Je

quote it in its entirety in the Appendices section at the close of this

report

.

Fiction - Only a limited sample of fiction is found in the collection.

Each generation apparently enjoyed Don Quixote . There are at least six

copies in the library. John Adams' copy dated 1777 and in Sx>anish is

the oldest, and Henry Adams' copy printed in Paris in I863 and written

in French is the latest. There are thirty volumes of Miscellaneous

Prose Works of Sir Walter Scott bearing the bookplate of Charles Francis

Adams.
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Philosophy and Religion - There are a number of Bibles in several lan-

guages including Greek which John Quincy Adams and Charles Francis Adans

studied along with concordances. The oldest Concordance is dated 1521.

There are numerous shelves of bound sermons given by ecclesiastical

authorities of the day. For example, a large set of sermons in French

by L. Bourdaloue and a two-voliime set of Sermons to Young Men by Jonathan

Mayhew. Of particular note is the Lexicon Graceo - Latinum in Novum Test -

amentum dated 1735 and signed on the title page by John Quincy Adams.

Science - Each generation appears to have been Interested in science.

John Quincy Adams was especially devoted to the study of botany, horti-

culture, astronony and general science. Included in his collection la

a four-volume set of Sir Iseiac Newton's works. It is a pleasure to read

Joseph Priestley's work - Vision, Light, and Colours , London, 1772. The

print is clear, the subject matter easy to xmderstand, and the binding

in mint condition. There are other books by Priestley, such as Experi-

ments ajid Observations on Different Kinds of Air and The History and Pre-

sent State of Electricity , with original experiments. There are two sets

of three volumes each on Natural History which are superb. They have

hand-colored plates. One is Bonaparte's American Ornithology containing

dozens of colored plates of birds. Another is Block's Ichthyology , Ber-

lin, 1778-I785. Every fish imaginable is illustrated in superb color.

Astroncaay is included in the collection. There is a copy of Uranographi*

by Jqannis Electi Bode and in addition by the same author is a descrip-

tive map «md chart. It is in a large well-worn folio. The descriptive
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map was appraised by Lloyd Brown at $350.00.

Diplomatic and United States Papers - Books bearing upon the profession-

al, careers of the first three generations are to be fo\ind in the Stone

Library. The subjects of ccamnon law, international law, maritime and

constitutional law, civil and military law and books on Diplomatic Trea-

ties and Political Econcaay are all included. There are bound copies of

State Papers, United States Government Documents, United States Congres-

sional Proceedings, and many unbovind pamphlets relating to the Iftiited

States Government. All phases of banking, credit and currency which

John Adams and John Quincy Adams studied exhaustively are in the collec-

tion. John Adams was of the opinion that distress and confusion always

arose from ignorance of credit and currency. This belief lea John Quincy

Adams to an even greater interest in coins. The Stone Library has cata-

logues of the great coin collections of the world. A sample of the !-

portant titles is Andrea Morellios' Thesavtri Morelliant in five volumes.

Two of these volumes are Familiarum Numismata 173'* and the remaining

three voltimes are Imperatorum Romanarum Numismat? 1752. Charles Francis

Adams continued the interest in coin collections emd there is a handsone

Catalogue of The Coinage of The British Empire which wi]l be separately

illustrated.

Works of American Statesmen - As might be expected, close by the sec-

tion where the works of the Adamses are can be found writings of their

close friends. There are writings of President George Washington In
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twelve volumes, and Correspondence to Washington in three volumes; the

Papers of President James Madison in three volximes and the Writings of

Thcatas Jefferson in nine volxnnes. Though not a book, there is a folder

with four different vievs of LaGrange, the home of General Lafayette.

They are original engravings and very interesting.

The family writings axe numerous. To name a few of each generation's

works are: Discourses on Davila and A Defence of the Constitutions of

Government of the United States by John Adams; Report Upon Weights and

Measures by John Quincy Adams- published 1821; Works of John Adams in

ten volumes; The Memoirs of John Quincy Adams in twelve volumes and

Familiar Letters of John Adams and His Wife Abigail Adams , each edited

by Charles Francis Adams. There are books by Charles Francis Adams, Jr.,

Henry Adams and Brooks Adams . The Education of Henry Adams and History

of the United States both by Henry Adams can be found in the northeast

corner on the first floor. Charles Francis Adams, Jr. wrote a History

of Braintree, Massachusetts and a first edition copy is in the Stone

Library. Brooks Adams' Emancipation of Massachusetts and his La Loi de

la Civilisation et de la Decadence are in the collection. It is unfor-

tunate that the entire family works are not in the Stone Library. How-

ever, there are additional works in the Old House.
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ŝ

5

S

g

i

o

;?

ri

I
60

a

>6

H
^

4

^
^

oj

I

^t

^^
I

U

o

1
ex

^

6 bo A s

>3
§ »

« S.^ r g

i 1?
o^

g
s9 ^ !fl ^







b
0) •H

u o ci5

i*J c P
CO o 0) CO •

OS o (U hD 5h ft Xi
x> £1 G (U . 13 o^ •H Cm c

o >J c (U 0) <u

;3 H ol XI K • %4

M 0) o
03 LTN

u^

CO S-. OJ flj • ro T)
-d a o CO fl

C H CO u Sh 05

(U cd 0) (U
•H 0) u u a X) C
^ ^ 0) bO cfl p cC

<i-l oJ ^ CtJ PU
s ^

;^ C^ p TJ CO (U
•H ON & g Cl-H o
(U CVJ 4) g5 rH
JC «M x: t3 0) «%

-P ^ H -p < x: AJ
0) ^ CO 0)

•O Xi x: c 0) 0)

c CO •H x: o Sh

05

s c M
+j -p C5

>S o H iVh o A
H o CO o m c
•H -p (U m •H

§
o -o CO +J

CM QJ (U c ;h 0}^ ON •H ^ o 0) 1^
CM cu h •H Xi

t^ CO H ca p c fl^ € !h (U s •H p •H
< 3 Q) P •T3 S
^ -d ^ C «M (U CO

< H <« c;
E-i 3 g 0) > H •H

^ a> s x: 0) (U CO

J3 <u CO c x: CO

W -P xa x: CO 05
a> -p a* 0) H

s <i-i > x: x: a o
O H (U EH p o

EH (U > u a;
CO x: o a> <M h

b ^ CO J3 • u 05O O
o

< C!
o

oJ T3
•\

o J3 • CO ft ^ Id

5 c • U o o e
(U o >> (U -p Cm w

:s ^ m rH tw
< -p •H H <i-i (U cy -p
PC -d 05 (U x: XJ CO

o Vl a U •-3 p 05

o s 0) c W
C CO fl a

a •p (U M o V
9io c bO S

•H <u o T} CO P
+J t3 •* x: c Jh

cB •H 0] Eh oJ CtJ CO

:3 ca •P g CO

c <U V< -P CO g o
•H

i< ed C CO cs5 J^

-P ft, <U O !-( o
a Q) TJ 5^ M 05
o T) C •H O
O C •H CO cS 73 >>

a) Cm <U C cd
oJ u «M oi >

G xi Ph rH
(0 o C 0) CO 0)
•H p oJ <;-( X! 0) X!

no • o CO •H -P
CM <^ w S^

t- •H (U CO 03 cd rH
CVJ Xi •H iJ C H

w >-l >H CO O 05
;^ aJ (U o 05 •r(

<u :5 rH :s x: P >>
J3 H o rH
s p <A (U > •H H
p. a M x: 5 d 05^ O -p c O

-o P M •H
Ch •H ^ 73 >> CO -pH U 0) pi p ^ O
0) (U p ft o d
;G ^ C o B O uM Ph o <M 0) Xi ft



O
Co %

8

to
n
do (0 (0

I (0

«0

(i
ft) 5

-a

I

o g
te

u! f<)

IS

(0

ro

6

J
H

I

i3

C^
c^
r-

R

s
Cv

H
o
<0 •0

8

o

>9
CN S

ĉ^
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ILLUSTRATION 515

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

This book is considered to be one of the very special documents in the

Stone Library. It is not on a shelf but in an archival box which is

marked #1, Item #1-1. This archival box is in the chest in front of

the west window.
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ILLUSTRATION 526

AMERICAN ORNITHOLOCT

By Bonaparte

This book contains mamy superb, hand-colored prints of birds. The

birds shown in this illustration are Spotted Grouse. This xork con-

sists of three volimes and each one has an abvmdance of beautiful and

interesting colored plates . The three volumes carry the bookplate of

John Quincy Adams etnd were published in Philadelphia in 1825

.
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797.

ILLUSTRATION 532

A MEMOIR OF THE CONSTRUCTION, COST, AMD

CAPACITY OF THE CROTON AQUEDUCT

This book is a presentation copy bearing the name of John Quincy

Adams. It is bovtnd in red leather and profusely embossed in gold.

It was published in New York in I8U3.
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ILLUSTRATION 53^

THE TEMPLE OF THE MUSES

By Pi cart

This book is bound in morocco and is embossed in gold. It is lettered

presentation "from Ward Nicholas Boylston to His Excellency J, Q. Adams,

Pres. of the U. S. I826." This book was published in Amsterdam in 1733.
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8o6.

ILLUSTRATION 5^1

THE COINAGE OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE

This book is bound in papier-mache and is in excellent condition.

It is very handsome in design. The carving in the corners repre-

sent England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. This book belonged to

Charles Francis Adams,
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8o8.

ILLUSTRATION 5^3

V?EATHERVANE ON TOP OF STONE LIBRARY

Concerning this weathervane, we quote from Adams Mansion by Henry

Adaas, II published in 1935:

"Upon the roof is a gilded weather-vane with the date I666
cut in the vane. This weather-vane caune from the secc»id

Beeting-house of Braintree, built in I666, abandoned in

1732, and torn down some years later. The weather-vane
was given to John Adams, who set it on a mast in a field
across the street where he co\ild see it from his bedrooa
window — as shown in the sketch made by Sarah Apthorp in
1822 reproduced in this book. On March 23, I8U9, Charles
Francis Adams recorded in his diary that the mast had been
blown down in the night. He saved the vane and when be
built the Library placed it on the roof."
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809.

APPENDDC I

(NOTE TO PAGE 769)

Conrad Harding, Ranger Historian, Adams National Historic Site, Wrote a
Description of the First Russian Circumnavigation as Depicted in a Very-

Rare Atlas in the Stone Library

Both Peter and Catherine the Great were concerned with Russian expan-

sion into the Siberian and Pacific regions. As a result, the Russian —

American Company was founded in 1799 along the same lines as the British

and Dutch East India Companies. It received a twenty-year monopoly for

exploration ani administration of northwestern America, of the Aleutian

and Kuril Islands, of territory, when discovered, that was further to

the South, and of relations with Japan, The west coast of North Ameri- "

ca, California, and the Hawaiian Islands were also marked for entrench-

ment. Even before their time, Russia had taken possession of Alaska.

This expansion of the Russian Continent and trade was continuing at the

time John Quincy Adams was serving as American Minister to Russia, and

he probably purchased this valuable Atlas of Russia's exploration and

first circumnavigation of the world during his stay at the Court of Czar

Alexander I,

Supplying the Russian outposts was a problem. In order to avoid the

dangerous sailing conditions in the northern Pacific, Captain Adams

Johann von Krus enstern, who was in the service of the Russian -- American

Company, planned to sail around the Cape Horn, This Atlas pictures the

voyage, scientific exploration, and map making on wha-t was the first
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Russian circumnavigation of the world. The historic trip began in l803

when two ships, the Nadezhda (probably shown in the right of Plate II)

under Krusenstern and the Neva under Lisyansky, sailed together from

Kronstadt via Copenhagen, England, Tenerife (Plate II) and the St.

Catherine Islands (Plates II and V), around Cape Horn, and into the

Pacific to Nukuhiva (Plates VII, XX) (in the Marqusas Island Chain),

and to the Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands.

From the Sandwich Islands the Neva went to the Russian colonies and the

Nadezhda to Kamchatka (Plates XXII and XXV) . It arrived at Petropovlovsk

on July 28, l8oU (Plate XXVIII) . Then on September I9, I80U Krusenstern

left for Japan. Constantly updating his naps along the way, he found

that many of the islands shown on maps by La Perouse and early French

and Spanish mapmakers did not exist. On October 15 the Nadezhda sailed

along Kyushu (Plate XLV) whose Cape Krusenstern named for Chirikov (who

had visited Japan two generations earlier), on October 16 through the

Straights of Van Diemer (Plates XXVIII, XI), passed the provinces of

Satsuma and Os\sni, around Mageshima Island, and on October 20 arrived

at Nagasaki Harbour (Plate XL).

The Nadezhda carried eighty-five people, including: Rezanov, the repre-

sentative from Russia; four Japajiese castaways who were being returned

to JapsLn and who served as a pretext for a Rxissian visit to Japan; Major

Ermolai Frideritsii, an expert mapmakcr and military scientist; Axilic

Coiincila Fedor Fosse, an expert on Siberia; Johann Casper Homer, Doctor
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of Astronomy; Letngsdoff and Wilheim Tilesitis, Professors of Natural His-

tory; Brinkin, Doctor of Medicine and Botany; and Kurliandtsen, the art-

ist. These names appear on the left of various plates in the book.

Tilesixis's for example, can be seen on Plates XXI-XXII, and Homer's is

on Plate II. Captain Krusenstem's own account of the voyage, Reiseum

die Walt , which explains these plates is also in the Adamses Library.

Japanese officials met them and had them towed in the afternoon to an-

chor off Mt. Papenberg (Plate XLVII) . The traditionally suspicious

Japanese hosts kept the Russians isolated until December 29 when Rezanov

was finally permitted ashore. With a guard of honor and his entourage

he boarded the barge of Prince Fisi (also called Hizen or Fizen), and

the boat, flying the colors of both Fisi and Russia, was towed ashore

without using many oars (Plate LIV)

.

After he left Japan in I806, Rezanov continued explorations of the type

recorded in this Atlas by going to San Francisco and the Columbia River

Valley, but the trip to Japan was an historic event. It was one of the

strongest wedges that had penetrated Japan's isolation, and that was to

culminate in Ccamnodore Perry's later "opening of Japan."
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ILLUSTRATION 5^+6

STOVE

This stove was used during the last fifteen or so years of Mr, Brooks

Adams' life. When he went abroad in the fall, coal was ordered and a

fire was built in the stove every other day to keep the books from be-

coming too damp, \lhen the library was opened to the public, the stove

was removed to give more space for the visitors to stand as well as free

the library fireplace for vise. The stove, although preserved, is no

longer usable because of some of the interior which is gone.
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