




10-23
(June 1941) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YsilWjS.t.OXXS. NATIONAL PARK

a*7
-<M !>

file no. 207-02.3

EZsdpi

SUPERINTENDENT'S MONTHLY REPORT

JANUARY 1950

2*. fc"«

i^i :

IMPORTANT

kt^is ?™ c
?
nstitutes a part of the official records of the

National Park Service and should not be separated or papersW
a ,,#T

n w
3.

thout express authority of the official in charge.
All * iles should be returned promptly to the File Room.
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure

to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity of the official records.

NEWTON B. DRURY,
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—22371 Director.





UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Yellowstone National Park
Yellowstone Park, "tyaaXng

office of the Superintendent

Report lal

Stwaary of the January 1950 Monthly narrative Report for
TSLLWSTQW NaTIOSaL PARK

WI&7H3R

:

SPiSCIAL ACTIVITIES

i

INSPECTIONS :

IN-SERVICa TRAINIHG:

PUBLICITY:

PLANS. MAPi Aim

MaIHT3HAHC3i

Hgar cobsthuctiohj

Above normal temperatures? siting snow.

Rogers in Denver ft Qaahaj met with Johnston
& Mattson in Ctaaha. Johnston & Joffe to
Livingston Rotary & chamber of Ccsanierce

Banquet. Johnston, Matt 8on & Wohlbntndt to
Denver. Johnston ft Joffo Acting Supt.

Johnston, Skinner, Chapman & Robinson to
"vfest Yellowstone, Efficiency Rat:l

Committee. Barracks rental rate increased
to 15/ per day. Dale S* Doty appointed
Assistant Secretary of Interior. Safety
Comitteo A Board of Survey. Skinner &
Anderson to Helena hearing. Flags half raast

due to death of General Arnold.

Robert Lambeth, (ten® Shaman, Jaraes Urquhart
and ISaynard Barrows in.

Heakly news letter. Us© of Kitotape recorder.

Ifev/spaper articles re. elk reduction j info.
furnished papers re. sane. Story to presses
re. arrest of elk poachers. Story prepared
for Casper Tribune Herald. Hotice that
365,000 1950 broadsides requisitioned. 06,675
broadsides on hand.

Wohlbrandt to Denver with BPR officials and
Lindauer and to Region Two* Asst. Engineers
on Lake area plans and new elk trap.

Snow renewal. Runoff with ice clogging
culverts. Painting of road equipment.
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£lk trap. Progress on additional bedrooag^
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C0HC3SSI0K. Huntley Child, Jr. In, Joe Bill, Y.P.Co.
Printer, returned from vacation. Proposed
schedule of ratos, Y.P.Co. submitted. Dr.
Carlson on assignment in Livingston? Mrs,
Dudght Richards served in absence.

Page

RELIGIOUS S3RVIC3S
AND CW2L tsar

IHTSIPPJSTIVS SER-
VICES :

MUS3UM ACTIVITIES
AHft gffllflXTS i

R8SSARCH AND
—TjBsmranmi

Special light for organ. Bids sent out for
kneeling benches, negotiations for student
ministers for season. Sunday school. Services
by Rev, Syms 8th and 29th. Chapel used for
talk on Plains Indians*

Condon talked to Phi Sigma, Bozeman, on
Yellowstone, shewing slides.

Report on museum preservation needs j photos
made to accompany,

Slk hides & heads sent 0, J, Murie. Observa-
tion and photographing of elk reduction,
Qquipment from Weather Bureau for Old Faithful
Geyser research.

h

5

NATURAL HISTORY
ASSoClAMflW i

INCREASE OR D13CRSAS!

IN MAV2E:

RANGER SSRVICBi

WILDLIFS AND FISH

wn —

BUFFALO REDUCTION:

WATERFOWL C3NSU5

t

Sent pictures for multex plates for use of
Mature Notes, etc,

I967 persons In 75° vehicles compared to 89I
in 316 vehicles January 1949 * gain of 120.7^.
6 snoplanes in Vilest, Sno-Cat in to Lake.

Slk reduction, live elk and buffalo trapping,
hunting, high-way and ski patrols, snoplane
trip from Lake, fire hasard inspection, fire
cache inventory, repair of saddles, etc.

Hunting Season. Approx. kQ taken Gardiner
area; smallest kill on record*

Direct Control. 515 rsta

Live Trapping Operations. 12k- to Montana
Game Department for transplanting. Elk trap.

Trapping begun. Applications for 66 live
buffalo approved. 160 to be slaughtered.

Annual waterfowl census by park rangers.
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No trumpeter swan at Red Rook Refuge this
winter. 3
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FISHIBG ;

FOREST FIRS PRO-

TRAILS t

BUILDIITG FIKS PRO-
*3flTldtfT

Changes in I950 fishing regulations.

Annual forest report. Inquiries sent fire
control aids. Fire cache inventory.

Applications for trail crew heing handled.

Pago
" "H"

T

G
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ACCIDENTS AND PUBLIC
SAftZTY ;

DIATHS 1

PERSONNEL;

KISC3LLAK30US:

Pire hazard inspection delayed. Hose purchased
for fire truck. Permission requested for
purchase of extinguishers. 8

2 motor vehicle accidents, involving Govt.
vehioles. 2 personal injuries reported.

Father of Breynton R. Finch passed away.

Edward K« Sohultjs, seasonal storekeeper,
furloughed. Shirley L. Kuraor, seasonal clerk-
stenographer, returned to duty from furlough.
Lloyd W* Seasholts, Electrical Supervisor,
transferred to Yosemitej replaced by promotion
of Geor.e t'c^ullin. Julia K. Seasholtz, Clerk-
Stenographer, OS-U* transferred to Yosoraite.

N.F.F.E. meeting and election of officers.

A.F.G.B. meeting and election of officers.

iii
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UNITED STATES Report

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Yellowstone National Park
Yellowstone ffcrkj asiag

Office of the Superintendent February 10, 1.

Mroioranduci

To* Hie Director

From: Acting ''uperintendent, Yellowstone

Subject* Monthly Heport for January V

Following is tho report of activities for Yellowstone Stationed

Jfark during the month of January 195©•

•bher Conditions . The weather was characterised by strong
winds and cloudy days with above normal temperatures, ' teen d

were recorded with below aero temperatures and from, the 18th t

the £&ith the maxiiaum range was from 51° to 1*3° • H*« unusually vsarra

period during which time rain was recorded caused the snow to settle
rapidly and also melt and disappear on the exposed and open areas.
The total depth of snow on the ground at park headquarters at the
end of the month was 9"» 'Fho total precipitation for the month was
2.32" as compared with 1.15' in l$b&* U53" in %$&» O.63* in 1S

:

,

1.13" i» 1$P, 3^6" ia i$fe and 3.99" in l$<i .

Special Activities. Superintendent »s was away from the
park throughout the swath spending most of the time in Denver on re-
search work in connection with his project covering tho legislative
history of the national parks. H© went to Garni - ?2n& to dis-
cuss Yellowstone matters while Assistant Superintendent Johnston and
Resident landscape Architect i-kttson -acre in the legion office, lie

returned to Denver on the 39th. Assistant Superintendent Johnston
was Acting Superintendent during his absence, ifewtrs. Johnston and
Joffe attended Rotary in Livingston on January 9 and also the annual
banquet of the Livingston Chaiaber of Goaraerc .

Acting Superintendent Johnston went to Denver on January 15
with. Resident Landscape Architect %ttson and Park Engineer Wohlbrandt
to discuss road matters and the throe departed for Omaha on the even-
ing of the 13th for conference with Region Two officials in connection
with Yellowstone matters. St. wohlbrandt returned to the park on the
evening of the SUth while Massrs. Johnston and %ttson wore scheduled
to leave Omaha February 2 and return to the park via Donvor and Custer
Battlefield National J>1onument expecting to read; on the even-
ing of February h» Administrative Assistant Joffe was Acting Super-
intendent during Mr. Johnston* s absence.
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Messrs* Johnston, Skinner, Chapman and ^binson made a trip

to i'.'est Yellowstone via Livingston and -ossi.ian on January 12 on gen-

eral inspection and to install heaters in cars used by rangers at

that station.

No staff meetings were held during the month due to the

fact that a number of the officials were absent from the park on c

scheduled meeting date*

The ^aramoth school reopened on January 5 following the Christ-

mas holiday vacation,

A new efficiency Rating Committee for 1950 was appointed by
the Acting Superintendent on January 5 consisting of Assistant Super-

intendent Jolmston, Chairman, Administrative Assistant Joffe and Chief

Ranger Skinner. Park Naturalist Condon and Chief Clerk Anderson were
appointed as alternates.

On January 6 the park received approved schedule of apprais-

ed value of quarters supplement Ho« l& effective January 8, 1950 approv-

ed December 22, l$k9 which increased the rate for space in the barracks
building and in bunkhouses from -1.10 per day to ) .15 per day.

Mr* Dale &• Doty, Special Assistant to the Secretary of the

Interior was appointed Assistant Secretary of the Interior on January

9.

Mr. Doty vit'ited the Yellowstone National Park September h
and 5 said the Grand Teton National Park on September 6 and was able

to obtain some first hand information regarding these areas.

A new Safety Committee for 1950 was appointed ^y Act; tpor-

intendent Johnston on January 12 consisting of Breynton R. Finch, Qhair-

nan, William G. Proper, Clerk, Lawrence i&irray and . r ;.. itcon.

A now Board of Survey was appointed by Acting Superintendent
Johnston on January 13 consisting of Philip u. "ohlbrandt, Chairman,
Robert J. Carr, Clerk, Roger . iller and Curtis K. Skinner, with
Joseph Joffe and Deate I. Unite as alternates.

Chief Ranger Skinner and Chief Clerk Anderson left the park
on January 17 to appear as witnesses for the Government in the case
of the -nited States vs. G, P. Mite which, resulted from a hay contract
awarded to iSr. Mize in 19^>. Xhey returned on the 19th*

The Ghite -ouse ordered all flags flown at half mast through
January 19 in honor of General Henry H« "Hap" Arnold, who died on Janu-
ary 15.

Inspections . Robert Lambeth, Montana State Game Warden and

Yellowstone Park, W nnq
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Gono Sherman, Supervisor of Game wardens, In January- 1. James Urqu-

hart, Supervisor Gallatin and Absaroka National lorosts, in January

1 . SSaynard Barrows, Torestor, Region i\ro office, in January 50,

In-Service Training . The Yellowstone Park news letter was

regularly issued as an organ for informing ersployees of service events.

In the Naturalist Division sons© time was given over by personnel to

mastering the technique of operating and using the new Ekotape 101

recorder obtained by the Yellowstone Library and iiuseum Association.

Publicity . The newspapers through most of tho surrounding

states carried a number of articles during the nonth concerning the

elk reduction program, including criticisms of the slaughter in tho

park. A story regarding the arrest of three poachers near lava Creek
on January 21 was telephoned the Associated Press end United Press

on January 25 and material for stories on tho elk reduction was fur-
nished Livingston newspapers upon their telephonic request. A story
on gonoral park activities was prepared for use in the forth coming

special edition of tho Casper Tribune Herald.

Notice was received fro. ton office on January

Id that 365,000 broadsides for 1959 had been requisitioned for print-
ing, 3^0,000 copies of which wore to be furrished tho park. A total
of 36,675 broadsides for 19^9 remained on hand at the onC of tho
month

•

Plans, -&ps and iuryoys . Tho Par Inoer spent two days
in Denver going over road estimates with Bureau of Riblie Heads offic-

ials and Regional Highway 8ngin©er Lindauer; also two days in the

Region Two office going over preparation of plans and reports. Assist-
ant ':iiginoers liursh and Rowe 3pent the entire month on the preparation
of plans for the Lake area o_id the new elk trap.

Maintenancq . Snow removal operations were about normal for
the month."""" High winds caused much drifting. Deep drifts around the
ttusmoth area were moved by use of bulldozer. All snow plowing on
roads to date hat been handled by push plows. Two days of warm
weather caused considerable run-off and ice formed in many culverts.
Snow depth ranged from about 10 inches at HuaRDth to 3^ inches at
CookC • Painbing road equipjaent a standard highway yellow was contin-
ued whenever possible. Liaintenance forces for tlxo month consisted
of four pexnaanent employees. Both, maintenance and construction
operations were handicapped by lack of warm storage for equipment
as considerable? time was lost in. the starting of equipment each morn-
ing which is also extremely lmrd on equipment.

ifew Construction . There was no work on sajor road construc-
tion during tho month because of severe viator weatlier. The construc-
tion of the new elk trap at Crystal Creek, account IjOO, was an emer-
gency and difficult to accomplish at this time of the year because of
severe cold weather and deep frost. The job was delayed somewhat

Yellowstone Pc-J:. V/v^-ng
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due to slaw shipment of material* ©re lodge pole pine, butt
treated with oreosote for four fee fc* Frost * 3 to 30

cs deep* About 1 ' -s -were needed. Aic job was cted to
be conplcted before the :dddlo of February*

,ork was completed on two houses except for outside painting,
Account U30, additional bedrooms on four residences* work
was completed on three houses and it is expected to complete the fourth
one within two weeks* Painters will require about a month to finish
insido work* Outside painting will not bo completed this spriu ,

Conceas 1oner

s

> Huntley Ohild, Jr., she Lodge di-

vision, Yellowstone ''iark , -.id visits to the headquarters office
on January k and 31.

Joe Bill, Onager of th toth Printing Shop, who remains

at i-amwoth for the Yellowstone Park uorapany the year around, returned
on January 13 from a months vacation.

The proposed schedule of rates for the Yellowstone Bark Cora*

pany for 1950 was rec -ark on January'- 2& and trans
to the Region ?wo office arid the Washington office for /al.

Dr. Norman L* Carlson, resident park physician, was called
to Livingston on January J?5 £er a weeks assignment due to the absence
of two doctors from b rk Hospital in Livingston.

rs* Dwi xoards was employed to serve as nurse in the park
during Dr. Carlson's absence*

Religious Corvices end Ciiapel Use* The Yellowstone Park Church
Committee has been active owing tho monti on problems relative to the

ciiapel* On the 17th a special light for tho Hammond organ was obtained,
and on the Pf/th invitations to bid on the Installation of padded kneel-
ing benches in the ciiapel were sent out to eleven different parties*
The committee also continued its negotiations with Princeton usury

for tho establishment of resident student ministers for the 1950 season*

Sunday School was held each Sunday at 10:50 a* .*, being well
attended. Rev. J. &« Syms conducted Protestant services on Januar
and 29th.

She Chapel was used by th« Yellowstone Library Board
for a special program on January 17 « roe Dusenberry of

tana State College gave a talk on the culture of the plains Indians*

Interpretive ;: orvi.ce

s

. Ohief *ar iralist Condon went to
Boseraan on "January 11 \ui fcallcsd to the B bional Honorary
Biological Fraternity, at their annual banquet* ho talked on Yellow-
Stone and used Kodaslides as illustrative material*

Yellowstone Park, ng
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fcusema Activities and Exhibits . A special report on museum
preservation needs was prepared in the Naturalist division and sub-
uittod to the Regional director's office, ihotographs were made of
the nuseura basement and accompanied the report.

Research and ubservation . Members oi
5 the Naturalist Division

recovered from tlio elk reduction operations the complete hides and heads
of twelve animals to be furnished to Mir* 0, J, Hurie at Moose, ftyosdn .

They were sent to Wt* ;iuric on January- S8,

At various times during the month observations were made by
the members of the Naturalist division of the elk reduction operations,
and both l6 mm motion pictures and black and white still photographs
were obtained of these activities.

A barograph and a thermograph vmrQ secured from the united
States Weatner Bureau on individual loan the latter part of the month
to be used in conjunction with the research study being ruade by Acting
District Ranger Ruben Hart of the Old Faithful Geyser, It will bo sent
to Old Faithful at the first opportunity,

:.atural flirtory :< ssociation . The Yellowstone Library' and
Museum Association sent out a number of pictures to be made into multex
plates for use on the raultilith in preparing covers for Mature Be$»8
and other reports.

Increase or De crease in Travel , A total of l,f&7 persons in

730 vehicles entered the park during the month as compared with 391 per-
sons in 316 vehicles during the same period in X$fa$ for a gain of ISC. .

Tliis increase : s accounted for due to favorable weather conditions and
the direct elk control o£X5rations in the park which attracted many
people into the park, The only road open to automobile travel was be-
tween the North and Northeast iintrances, but six snepl carrying 12
people entered the Reft Entrance travelling to Old Faithful and returned.
One Sno-Cat owned by the U, S, Geological Survey with two persons and
accompanied by a district park ranger made a trip from the Viest Entrance
to Lake Station and returned.

Ranger Service , The elk reduction control program was continued
until January 1$ # as well as the trapping and shipment of live elk and
buffalo, requiring the services of a number of Protection division per-
sonnel during the entire month. Regular hunting patrols along the north
boundary wero continued all month until the close of the elk season in
southern Park County in Montana on January 31 • Regular highway patrols
wore carried out all month in the Gallatin area. One snoplane trip was
made by the Lake District Ranger and the L&lce Hotel Winter Keeper to
park headquarters. Extensive inland ski patrols were made la connection
with tho waterfowl count, big game surveys, chocking on possible poach-
ing activities and for general administrative purposes. Park areaQ
patrolled included* Upper Slough Greek to Silvortip Ranch, iellroaring
area and TeHoarstone River and Crovico country in Towor Falls and Mtost-

yeiiowstone Park, Wyomng
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moth Districts; Pelican and Trout and ost Thumb in Lake District;
Cascade, Heart Lake and Harebell in Snake River District; Beehler
District, as well as West Yellowstone District was patrolled from
tfest Yellowstone* Other activities included building fire inspec-
tion at park headquarters, fire caclic inventory, repairing of saddle
and pack stock equipment, preparation of reports and correspondence
and othor related office duties,

..ildlifp and Fish Cultural ^ctiviisies . ELK - SS&SOIJ,

The early elk matClng season in" special' areas' of Park County, Montana
opened on September 15 and the general season opened on October 15.
The local deputy game warden determined that approximately Uo elk were
talon by hunters by the closing hunting date en January 31 • Oal^/ PI

of those elk were chocked through the game checking station operated
at Oorwin Springs from Hovember l6 to the end of the season, This
appears to bo the smallest hunting kill on record for the northern
Yellowstone elk herd.

DIRCCT CONTROL. Direct control rplufi elk effected by
shooting the animals on the open range within the park, commenced on

December \c
t !$£ and continued through January 13, IS » k total of

513 ©Ik was removed lay this operation. Iho carcasses of 50? elk were
used as neat and these consisted of I4O6 cows, 55 bulla and JjU calves*
The Montana ah arid Game Department received 273 carcasses m were

distributed for State Institutions and school lunoh programs. Tm
carcasses wore retained for the National Park Servico t.^ess and
carcasses were released to Indian Agencies as shown below s

Humbor of
Receiver Date Received Carcasses

Crowa bar 2U, I9U9 3
Flathead comber 2&, 1{ 30
Flandreau School December 29, l$4$ 25
Pierre School December 2% lSk9 12
Sioux Sanatorium December 29, 1&9 6
Rosebud December 89» 15&9 20
Blackfeot December 30, 19^9 *Tongue River January 10, 1950 lh
Fort Berthold January 11, 1950 15
Uintah and Ouray January 11, 1950 10
Cheyenne River January 12, 1950 15
Fort Peck January 12, 1950 30
Standing Rock Jammry i' , 15

LIV ;. The only elk trap in the park, lo-
cated near Mammoth Rob Springs, was baited on January 6 and the first
live elk vrere shipped on January 13« The a Plan and GafflB De-
partment received all of the live elk trapped during the month, or a
total of 12U animals. Four elk were accidentally killed during the

6
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trapping operations and the Carcasses turned over to the fish hatchery
at Emigrant, iiontana*

Planting Location Date Bulls Cows Calves

Sixtoen ^llo (Dry Creek) north of

Throe Forks, iiontana January 13, 1950 7 7

Pine Ridge, near Custer, i4ontana ruary 18, 1950 1 12 12

Garnet Rango, .^am Springs Greek,
near Garrison, iiontana January 1',, 1950 1 11 18

Sixteen i'-ile, Bridgor mountains
north of Belgrade, Montana January 20, 1950 1 1 l6

Sixteen iiilo, Bridgor "mountains

north of Belgrade, Montana January 25 , 1950 1 12

Garnet Range, Rattlesnake Gulch
near Drumnond, iiontana January $0, 1950 10 10

Construction of a new elk trap, located on Crystal Creek, -was

started on January 11 and the project was appro:- ly 70 per cent com-

plete by the end of the month,

BUFFALO REDUCTION, UMS. ARBa. It was necessary to delay this
operation until the direct control of elk was con,leted* About 130
buffalo were trapped on January 26 and approximately 250 animals were
in the corrals at Lamar by the end of the month*

Applications for sixty-six live buffalo have boon approved
and the first shipment was made on January 31 when 55 calves were load-
ed for Art Faulkner of Lander, Wyoming* All animals being shipped alive
will be tested for brucellosis and only those showing a negative reac-
tion to test will be shipped. Approximately 160 animals will bo slaugh-
tered and the meat distributed to Indian Agencies*

WaTiSRFOTif'L CSMSUS* Bark rangers conducted the annual waterfowl
census in the park durL period of January 10 to January 15 » Re-
sults of the census are shown below:

'Jallards 577
Green-winged teal k
Scaup 1

Goldeneyo 5U9
Bufflehead 68
Uhidsnti xks 63
Morgansers 375
Canada Goose

Trumpeter Swan
Total sTte

Yellowstone Parle, Wyomng
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Mr. vVinston . take has reported that no trumpeter swan

found on the ->ek Refuge during the census period and stated that,
to his knowledge, this is the first that no am .a spent the
winter at Red Rock Lakes, This indicates that Yellowstone National
Park remains the most important year-around habitat of theso larre
waterfowl

•

Fishing . The January 31, 1950 issue of the
contained cha ation in the fishing regulations for the 1950
season which included: (1) The restriction, of the '.on of boats,
canoes, rafts or other floating craft on park streams (not lakes) except
tha channel between Lewis Lake and Shoshone lake and t -lowstone

River from the outlet of Yellowstone Lake to a point 300 yards below
Fishing 3ridge; (2) The closing of Wolf and Grebe Lakes; (3) Restrict-
ing the use to artificial flics or e'. >aited hooks only in the
wadison and Fireholc .livers an ibitin- the use of any other
lures Such as spinners, spoons, wobblers

t
plugs or any single lure

with more than one hook.

Forest '< ire Protection . The annual forest report was 4

and transmitted tc rigion "and Washington offices. Inquiries wore
sent to eighteen fire control aids who worked in Yellowstone last
season to ascertain their availability for world. t ts season. Four-
teen acceptances were received by the &nd of the morr . 'ive .days were
spent in the Mammoth fire cache Baking an inventory of fire equipriient

in order to ascertain the losses sustained on the fires last season.

Trails. Applications for employment on trails are being re-
ceived in xncreasod numbers. Correspondence has been carried on and a
few have been definitely employed.

Building ^ire rrotecbioii . The annual Building Fire hazard
Inspection, which is nearing completion in the ^ea was held
up during Janua.:-

, r days being devoted during the month to
the inspection.

One hundred feet of 1-1/H inch linen hose and one hundred
feet of 1-1/2 inch cotton jacket rubber lined hose was purchased during
the month for use in the building fire truck. 7 ose will be used in
case of fires on the third floors of buildings. It can be carried up
and attached as needed.

Permission to purchase 25 l-l/2 quart carbon tetrachloride
extinguishers were requested fro:: th Lena! Iroctor. we are
not authorized to purchase this type of extinguisher and no satisfactory
substitute has been recommended, it has not \~>Q<3n possible to replace
defective extinguishers until some decision is reached by the Director.

Accidents and Public Safety . Two government vohici
accidents occurred this month. One accident involved two government
cars, I-1P130, Chevrolet Stake Truck, and I-lS0l|6, Dodge Pickup. Class
B accident with total dai.age amountir. 176,0c. r accident
involved 1-12078, International Panel True. . 9 truck was overturned

8
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