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5. 1927-

D*»r Sin

fee following is my report on ooniltions in bellows tone
actional Park, and on the actlrities of the Hatlone 1 P*rk Serrioe,
for the month of May, 1927?

OOP - General

toward the end of May and on June let X *mte several special
reports to you on conditions in Yellowstone Ifatl

I

oiu told
of the anaeaal weather conditions which resulted in keopiig the snow
at unueaal depths on many soot ions of the malm hlgheaj station, i aiao
explained tne difficulties thnt would oo encount«red in 9p©ain

to
- tne

par* for the 1927 •°»*<w» and the extraordinary ooeta that wej«14 i>e

involved. 1 ruturned to the park from ny absence on ...lty « Assistant
director (yield) on Way 14th. i found data thnt conditions ?/ore dis-
couraging owing to the late spring x.\A Hu ec.rationally bad .veather
so far encountered in may. iSiere were a few daye of good %vs aaout
the time of my return. Ihe weather turned cold and atomy about ilay

1/th and continued stormy until the end of the month and for fro first
weak of June* rfica the exception of the spring of 1^1/, and to i lesser
degree toe spring of 1920, this year has produced th«* moat adverse
weather conditions within our knowledge of Xollowato.ie ftUtc operations.
As this report is written, it is still lajossibla to cross the Continental
Jivide between Old faithful and Vest rhnmb. Junravcn PMM between ttrand

Canyon and £ower falls has 8 or 10 miles of rood full of deep, drifted
snow, Sylvan Pass is closed and cannot possibly be opened befc.ro * uao

l8th, and the south entrance road is in equally bad condition. ?he road
fro* Mamnoth Hot Springs to Old Faithful was opened on IJey loth, and on

May 27th the first crew succeeded in reaching Canyon Junction from Norris.

A big washout near Alum Creek made it impoeeible to get to Lake Yellowstone

until Sunday, June 5tn« On that date, with the park engineers and my
assistant, 1 got through to Lake Yellowstone and to a point approximately
2 miles sooth of Vest Yhumb. <7e also got out on the Cody Bo ad nearly 6

miles. Other sections of this report will give more details of the extra-

ordinary conditions surrounding our efforts to open the park for the

current season.
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110 - Jtatus of work

Upon my re torn to Xellowstone after a long absence over the
wintar aontha 1 found the business of the park In exceedingly good order.
Office work waa about current* The property was In exceptionally fine

condition and order and 1 hare never seen the shops ao well kept nor
haw I ever seen them running with such efficiency* Much work has been
done in spring cleanup. The employees of the park wart going about their
work with fine spirit* Taking everything into consideration it gave me
an immense amount of pleasure and satisfaction to come bask and see this
big park running ao smoothly and with ao much efficiency.

ehile the ranger fortfe haa suffered some losses by re signet inn
its work also waa up to its usual high standard. Jbe engineering department
1 regard aa entitled to special commendation because throughout the winter
it haa bean entrusted not only with the activities that have always belonged
to that department but alao the juortc of the shops. 2h© outlook for the
summer is good. Everything points to a big season and 1 would not be
surprised if we had a total travel of from 200,000 to 210,000 people. All
of the park operators were in the park by the end of May getting ready for
the soaaer and proceeding with construction plans, ihe Yellowstone Park
Hotel Oompany and the Yellowstone Park Camps Company both hare large
building programs to carry out during the summer and fall. An immense
new wing will be constructed on Old Faithful Inn and the Old Faithful
Lodge central buildings will be largely reconstructed and a new lodge
with service units and new recreation hall will be the principal additions
to the existing central structure* liany smaller improvements are contemplated
in all parts of the park. It is estimated that more than $600,000 will be ex-

pended by the operators during the coming summer. Add to this nearly 3300.000
that will be expended on road construction and Improvement and we have a total

improvement program of nearly $1,000,000. This is as large a pro? ram as the
park can successfully handle during a season that promisee to be rather short

on account of the very late spring.

12° • Perk inspect ions by

121 - Superintendent* As already stated, I roturned to the park on Hay
14th. I had to leave on the 15th for a business trip to St. Paul and returned

on the l8th. Jhile I inspected every activity at headquarters during the

first week I was here I did not go into the upper park until May 25th. On

that date I inspected the roads between Old faithful and 57est Yellowstone.

A thorough inspection waa made of the Old Faithful center of interest with

the President of the Yellowstone Park Camps Company and with Landscape

kngiaeers Tint and Davidson* I waa at Old Faithful again on llay 20th

with the landscape engineers and with several of the park operators for

the purpose of staking out the new wing to be built on Old Faithful Inn.

un June 1st I made my firet inspection of the road to the Grand Canyon and

on Sunday, June 5th, I reached Yellowstone Lake and .7est Thumb on the first

inspection trip made to those se ot Ions this year. All of the trips into ths

upper park were made with considerable difficulty and the first trip to the

Canyon was especially hard*

123 - national i'ark Service officers

Assistant Landeoape Engineer Davldaon arrived on Hay 21st and
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associate L3ndso«yt> .ngineer Vint arrived on May 2~ and after
naming a study of the Xanmoth auto oam> grounda and designating sites
for oertain new buildings in this oarap ground the landscape engineers
went to uid iaithful where they spent 4 or b days studying the location
of new buildings to oe constructed' there this sonaer* 'jJaey also planned
the new cabin site in the automobile oanp ground and designated sites
for a aw pie tore shop, new bathhouse and other improvements in the
eaap ground* x» turning to headquarters they made a study of the grounds
here at headquarters* arranged for some aore planting to be lone and in-

spected the landscape work that is aeing accomplished at Gardiner by the

public utilities. On Jane 1st Mr* Tint left for Grand Canyon* iir* Davidson
is still here supervising landscape activities*

->
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1^0 * Finance and Accounts:

The status of the different allotments to Yellowstone
national Park as of Hay 51st, is as follow*!

APPRQPRIA?I0R 46433 YBIL0*Y3TQH3 HATIORAL PARK, 1926.

Allotments Expended Balance

Previously reported #353,083.00 352,903.85 179. 15
Expended during May _______ta ________»«_.__

353 ,083.00 352,903.85 179.15

APPROPRIAMOR 4^433 TSLLOV3T0W3 HA?IO*AL PARK, 1926-27.

Preriously reported 28,700.00 27,345.74 1,354.26
Expended during May 1§ 64 I9.04

2^,700.00 27,364.78 1,335.22

APFROPRIAflOlf 47433 TlU.WS'ZOm 5AUI0HAL PARK, I927

Preriously reported 340,586.00 303,446.08 37»139.92
Expended during Hay 16,546.23 16,546 23

340,586.00 319,992.31 20,593.69

APPROPRIASIOH 4x436 30ADS AT© ©AIL3, JUTIOHAJ. PARKS

Preriously reported 137^76.37 111,937.82 25,958.55
Expended during May

__________»__
05.ll 05.11

137,376.37 112,022.93 25,853.44

APPROPRUMOlf 47406 DT3S0* IH?BSIA5I0H t IAf»L PARKS, I927

Preriously reported 2,500.00 1,041.10 1,458.90
Expended during n*y ffiO.QO yO.OO

2,500.00 1,621.10 878.90

APPROPRIATION 4^433 YT&LOWJflONE EATIOHAL PARK, 1927-28

Previously reported 30,000,00 1,169.27 28,P30«73

Expended during May 1,120.A2 1,120.42

30,000.00 2,2«9.b9 27,710.31

--4-
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140 - Lauor Situation

Proa all I cun find oat there is an abundance of ooaraon

labor although It is not easy to secure skilled awn such as carpenters,
plumbers, etc. ft -novo far mora applications for laboring positions
than we have positions available at thia tirao* 1 anticipate, however,
that our labor situation any be far It «s favorable little later. Xhe
oonBtrnotion of --he new hotel wing at Old Faithful ana other improvements
by the operator* will require a foree of &)Q men* Oar new road uuilding
actirities trill* in addition to our regular operations, oall for at least
as many men as *» had last year - between 400 and ^00, ana if contractors
get to wort, on the Gall at in and Cub Creek Hood projects they trill be in
the market for a considerable nutabar of man* 'Jhe State of Montana le
entering upon a 2-1/2 million dollar road building program and will be
a keen competitor for labor* aiere may be so much competition for labor
that before tns r.uraraer is ov>r we will be forood to raise our ratee of
pay, although we will never do this unless absolutely forced to this step*

150 - ^qulpasnt m;i Ugpyllea

OoneiderablG foraclgnt has been used in laying in ample supplies
for the spring crows and about all the equipment we can use is available
except the oil spraysr which has not yet nrrivod* with the exception of
this oil sprayer we seen to u&vo had prompt deliver} on equipment and
supplies. 2:© new 3-1/2 ton .'."hits truck which is part of the road oiling
outfit was delivered auout June 1st* Sew duap trueks aid oth&r road equip-
ment has arrived*

Employees of the transportation department were engaged in

hauling retlone, coal, freight, express and market supplies from Gardiner

to idammoth. employees of the commissary were engaged in receiving and

storing supplies, issuing supplies and equipment, painting equipment,

repairing cement floor in oil houee, checking out road camps, and taking

over equipment cards from plumbing shop, paint shop, stables and electrical

shop*

200 - Maintenance, Ifffrroveraents and Bew Construction

Jtsad maintenance was continued around ifamnoth and the new equip-

ment given a thorough try out* .lay 26th the 75 Holt tractor which we re-

ceived from friends of the park wae sent out frith two graders to do heavy

maintenance work* 2his consists of cleaning ditches, scarifying the surface

of tue road and reshaping* 14 miles of this work: was done this month. Due

to the weather, which was very stormy all during the latter port of the

month we could make no progress with the work* Our other tractor was laid

up for repairs which had failed to oome during the winter when ordered.

Ho more experimental oiling was done due to the cold rainy weather

out the experiments made ao far look very hopeful* <*n order was pieced for

-5"
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the season's supply of oil, son* 300,000 gallons*

The road to tforrie Junction and Ola Faithful waa opened to light
traffic the l^th. Considerable anow stayed on this road all the rest of
the month and aa a result the surface is in very poor shape* The road
from tforris to Canyon ess opened May 27th Oat doe to subsequent heavy
snows it was neoessary to put another snow orew across that road Slay 30th.
axis time the road was opened sufficiently so that truck traffic could
make it through and then with good weather starting the last day of the
month* the road will be ready fr>r tourist traffic in a wees:*

May 27th the orew at the east entrance moved up into Sylvan Paee
and started to shoot the drifts. 2he snow is much heavier and deeper than
usual and as this war* is extremely arduous the crew was doubled in number

•

Here than a foot of damp snow has fallen since they started to shoot, with
this covering their work* the elements will have a difficult time in
helping us get rid of any of the snow*

May 6th the maintenance crew was organised for the East Forest
r ad. Duo to heavy storms which male the roads impassable the orew did
not get started until the 10th. 3y the end of the month they had graded
and repaired the road as far as Fahaska which is about three miles from
the east entrance* The Shoshone river is lower than It has been for years,
at this time of the year, and aa there is so much more snow than usual, the
prospects of saving the road from damage by the high waters is not very
good although we are talcing every precaution to see that the channel is

olear and that our revetments are in good order.

During the month, the Gardiner fliver reached a high water stage
and as the old slide on the west side of the river had nearly filled the
channel, measures were taken to shoot out the slide before the river had
washed to the road* The channel waa widened from fifteen to twenty feet

and thereby saved the road from wash although we did lose sbout 3 feet
of width.

220 " JkyroToments - ijulldiaga

2he carpenter spent most of the month on equipment repair
besides the usual small building repairs, ihe living quarters at the

hospital are la process of being enlarged but the work is not complete.

Three rooms will be added to the building to atfoommodate Dr» Windsor

and family.

rainting Department 1 The Liaster Painter did the following work

during the month. Painted truck #537* painted tope of cara H3 ar*d JM*
did miscellaneous work about buildings, auto camps and reservoir; working

on old and new signs) painted bathroom at Mr. Lord*s quarters and muse ami

stained and varnished new equipment for office. On leave 3 days.

Plumbing department * Ifee following work waa dons by the Mestsr
Plumber and his assistants* £ix steam plants and four hot water plants

were operated during the month* consuming one cord wood, and 3$ tons of

coal. Installed new toilet in bachelor building} repaired ice boxes}

turned water on in buffalo oorral) repaired 18 Majestic camp stoves}

-6-
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4$ Hanry Sibley stove pipes; repaired 130 3ibley stoves; Installed
new bath supplies In Judge Meldrum's juertersi installed sprinkler system
on lawns at liamoth, using 46° '•** 1?# P*P* <md 8 fauoets; made flower
stand with running water for mnsecn; repaired 24** pipe line supplying
water to lOaomoth; repaired oement work at intake in Glen Creek; commenced
dittoing and oiling for mosquito control work.

Alec trio al department * 3xe following was done by the Electrical
department daring the month of iiayt -uilt 5 apans for new power line at
automobile camp grounds! made some telephone line repairs and took about
'pj fallen trees off par* telephone lineei put in wiring for electric lights
and electric range in hospital annex; spent two days repairing and cleaning
governors in power plant machines; inspected and oiled all motors at garage
and shops.

Garage t 2he following work waa done in the shops and garage during
the month: Completely overhauled two Holt J*j caterpillars, 3os. 1 and 2,
1 alion motor road grader, Ho* 1, 1 Maok damp truck, 3b. JJl • two Ford
oars, tfos. 542 and Ford (bootlegger oar); also ftVaVB* tank trucks, ifos.

t)l8 and [>12; built 2 steel oil tanks for trucks 518 ami 512.

230 - flew constriction - roads

yirehole i&ad : Lay 20th a crew, with mew 0* A. iaiegerber, aa
foreman, left for the rlrehola and spent the remainder of the month setting
op camp and overhauling the air compressor, the steam shovel and other
equipment which was too heavy to bring to liaiasoth last fall. By the end
of the month the steam shovel was ready to work and some excavation waa
started. Xhe other equipment will be la condition within two weeks and

a large crew will be put to work. Bad weather hampered the work and aa

the roads were impassable until the day before the crew went out it will
be some time before the job will be complete.

240 - Improvement of approaches to park

It appears that a large amount of work will be done during the

summer on approach roads to toe park. On the Gall-atin road Gallatin County,
the northern Pacific H.Jl. , and the C. M. & St. Paul have made up a fund of

19,000 which has been matched with an equal amount by the Forest Service.

Shis fund of $l8,000 will be used in Improving that section of the Gallatin

road which has not heretofore been reconstructed. Host of the work to be

done will be in the vicinity o& >rst*s camp, some ^0 miles north of the

park.

On the north approach road from Livingston, * ark County funds

matched by Federal aid money will be used in continuing the new permanent

hi^xway from the end of last year* a work to Chioo Hot Springs mid beyond.

It is possible that enough funds will ue found to oontinne this road to

Carbella, thus making it possible to drive from Livingston to a point

approximately 10 miles north of park on a fine high standard road. There

will remain to be constructed, if the ./ork is completed to Caruella this

year, only about 10 mile a of road to Oardiner and a new bridge across

-7-
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the Yellowstone Hirer at Gardiner.

On the Cody road the contract entered Into last year for the

widening of the road westward from the Shoshone dan was completed several
months zap. Hh© next project to be undertaken involves the improvement
of the section of state highway immediately east of the Jhoshone National
Pr»ro3t. Whether the tfork will be done this year or not I do not know.

rveys have been undertaken* On the south approach roads considerable
money will be expended In b*>ttenuenks, particularly on the Hoback Canyon
road* Qie Oros Ventre flood which occurred on Hay l8th washed oat the
new bridge over the Ores Ventre Xlver ?nlah was part of the main highway
between Jackson and Horam. ihis Involved a loss to the estate of $50,000
It is understand this bridge will bo replaced flip yaar. At this time
1 Jo not know of soy special work contemplated for the west approach roads
except at considerable distances from tha park. The park is bound to
benefit, however, by the Montana road construction program which involvss
expenditures of approximately 12,^00,000. 'ills sum of course includes more
Federal aid money than State funds.

?6o - Landscape work

As pointed out in another paragraph Lanbcapo t*ngineers Vint and
Davidson were here daring the month of JHsy and Ur. Davidson Is still hare,
as this report Is written, rhey have been selecting sites for new buildings
to oe erected by the Jovemraent and by park operators during the summer and
have done a large amount of landscape work In the eatsp grounds particularly
along the lines of rearranging cabins in the housekeeping sections and in
planning for the establishment of Hi o&bins to be built tills year. Ihey
have devotod much time to contemplated worx of the park operators and have
been in consultation with officers of the public utilities and their
architects. Landscape Engineer Davidson has devotod a good deal of
timo to planning for the Improvement of the grounds at headquarters
and the Usssaoth camp grounds. All of the work dons oy the landscape
enginearlpg division has been wry important and has been accomplished
to the satisfaction both of this office and the park operators. Mr. Tint

will return in a few days to continue his activities. J£o nad to leave on

June 1st to visit the north rim of the brand Canyon in connection with
the planning of the new lodge to be built there.

30C - Activities of othor ^genoles In the park

310 - Public berries Contractors

Yellowstone Park Hotel Joapany t 2he following new construction,
repairs an! renewals were accomplished by this company during the month*
Jariinor i reinforced concrete boildlzsj for aoetlyene generator plant completed;
heavy wagons repaired; rock fenoo at south end of property oullti finished work
In shop on Z),\ bmas, truces, etc. ^aaaoth : Drivers' bunkhouee and mess house
caavi<*tuiy repaired* concrete wall auilt around gas tan*; construction
cosiniesary completed; foundation for laundry completed and concrete tunnel
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from laundry to hotel 9$ completed; graded and filled In lawn In front

of girls' dormitory; road In rear of hotel oommissar; and In rear of
transportation store room completed; miscellaneous work on ."Mammoth Hotel
completed. «?est Yellowstone ! repair work on mess house and bunkhouse
completed; water tank mored to top of hill* jjaglneerlng department ! Two
new sinks Installed In mess house at iiamaoth; > new wash racks for
Transportation oompanyi steam lint In concrete platform to clean garbage
cans; telephone conduit from Uanraotk to new engine room for all lines;
new autonatlo stoker In engine rooms I-1/4 mile telephone line - b wires
7est Yellowstone; usual repair work and preliminary work at all hotels
preparatory te opening toem. Paint department (Gardiner) t Finished
lacquering of 219 buses, touring oars, trucks, etc* Itaraaaotht Painted
transportation bonkhouae inside and out; painted outside of l^Donald
end Lindelef 's house bj painted all rooms second floor Mammoth Hotel; one

ooat paint on addition to construction commissary.

Yellowstone Park Jemps Company * U report on the work done oy

this company will be submitted shortly as a s upplement to this report*)

-9-



-i«-«x el t>«cs yuigtl—BB Xefatf ^ nton si zuon i^tttlanob 'riix,. \o

If .ctmB i »o«Jm jift *IqntK raom ncJa ooJLJ«Jnoq«aai*

OWI tftjjj "*Gq •0« ifM* t*4m

jttaa&AE not* tf. odqftle* ;«n»©
«- .;iu r.-l t9%tit sttaor. Jo* IMA

I lean t» It* last
fxo**taq»xq

• •tcuic flS ".c yti-

let aMafll tut l*OBlt

S MRK "IttlitlULL b»
. Janoo o* c xt«q *aoo

*X<ftpa a u laaqpoo tint



400 " fflor»» fauna and natural phenomena

410 - Banger service

Jht activities of Chief Hanger tfoodrlng have consisted of general
supervision of all protaotion department activities consisting in part of
ditch cleaning at the hay ranches, repairs and maintenance of headgates,
irrigation of hay lands, repairs to fenoes, buildings and equipment, 00-
op* rat ion with the engineering Department and park concessioners in the
wor* of opening the roads to the upper park and tie erection of a new
snowshoe cabin at Crystal Spring. A pack train of 10 animals has been
organised and folly equipped end materials for the erection of a new snow-
shoe cabin at fawn x'ass hsve been transported to within 4 Biles of the

site ssleoted for the building 1 this work will be completed just as soon
as snow condition* in the pass will perait. 2he north and west entrance
stations were opened to travel on Jane 1st aud rangers are now on summer
season assignment at the principal points of interest along the loop road.

Assistants Chief Hanger Xrisohoan, Douglas and i<iek have been
directly in oharge of the spring season work in their respective super-
visory territories* &ey also assisted with the ouilding of the new snow-
shoe oaoin at Crystal Spring.

Assistant Chief Hanger Creor has been employed throughout the
month in the detail work of the Chief Hanger* s offioe, consisting in part
of report compilation, correspondence with applicants selected for sooner
season service, the preparation of memorandums, circulars, duty rosters,
etc., governing the activities and duties of park rangers, communication
service with outlying stations* preparation of supply requisitions for all

summer stations and numerous miscellaneous duties of a supervisory character.

All other members of the ranger department have been employed

throughout the month at the usual miscellaneous duties in preparation for
the opening of the tourist season, ifhere has been some delay in transferring

the men to their summer stations on account of snow and weather conditions

which have kept the roads closed to visitors prior to June 1st. %e -aork

has consisted principally of cleanup maintenance and repair of trails,

buildings and grounds and emergency repairs to telephone lines. All the

principal loop stations were garrisoned prior to the admission of tourist

travel on June 1st.

460 - airds

die month was reported by the weather Bureau as the most severe

of record for any month of Hay since the record began. And this condition

has been reflected In the wild life, particularly in retarding the nesting

of birds.

Apparently, the nesting of Mallard ducks is fully a week, perhaps

two weeks, later than usual, snd this is doubtless the case with the other

duck species, as well aa being typical of the general situation regarding

the nesting of birds for the month.
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As tot month ended the number of migrants arriving was about
average. Crows, black- -allied magpies and rooins sre known to have a^vi
among the birds whose egg- laylag was completed before the lest of the month.

Rangers working aloag the Gardiner river near the water gauge
reported a nest made of sticks, end supposed to uo that of an owl, in a
Cottonwood tree near the river. Inveetigatioa by the Park Naturalist
showed toe nest in question to be apparently the abandoned one of a hawk
or a pack rat. in a seoond trunk of the same tree* however, there was a
cavity occupied ay three young of the Vsstern horned owl* A description of
these young sad the nesting cavity is oontalnsd in ''Nature Botes from Yellow-
stone Park** for Slay 31st.

Shore have been mora reports than usual of the ,'estern or Louisiana
tanager, and this species - the most gorgeously colored song oird in the Park
appears to he more abundant than ever. Tha Townsend solitaire, another in-

teresting bird of the rogio& v also seems to be exceptionally numerous.

Sis outstsnding ornithological features of the month were the flooks
of Grower and Think-billed red-winged black birds an i the nsay bluebirds con-
stantly to be seen about the lawns ami buildings of the I'.oamoth ccmnamity.

More rook wrens than usual have \>09n noted, and it is to be hoped
that this r*xy interesting bird, one of the most characteristic of the Park,
is on the increase.

470 - Animals

9114 animal and forage condition* have rapidly Improred throughout
the month end very few late season losses have occurred. 'J3iere is every
indication of a normal annual increase in all the herds.

wIks jhere were no unusual elk mo laments oaring the month although

there has been a moderate drift to the higher elsvntlons. Largs bands are now

frequenting the slopes of Averts and uepuiohor mountains, the entire ilacktall
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district and along the Yellowstone River from Crevice 3aain to Slough Creek.
*srge bands are also ranglnt: the elopes of specimen nidge and moving up on
the north slope of lit* tfashuurn. She first calf elk reported thie season to
date was observed in the uellr oaring District on the 24th. Several have since
seen seen in the Usmmoth District. Jhe following late spring season losses
were observed daring the ninths iulls 13* oows 51, calves b5» total 127*
which, together with 440 previously reported makes a season total of 5&7
sxclosiTe of shipments and the losses ciuseJ by hunters* Shis total consists
of the follow lngx dulls 2b, cows 8l, calves 211, unclassified 14^. Forage
conditions are excellent, herd conditions are good* md most of the calving
will occur before the spring migration.

Doer* She deer have been seen in their usual numbers in the

Mammoth, Gardiner, Crevice and Hellroarlng Districts during toe month. She
llamas th band is seen daily on the lawns and parade grounds at headquarters
and a band of 35 frequents the hay field at Gardiner, lib fawns hnvo been re-
ported this season to date but the annual increase will occur within the next
few weeks and during this period they will be rarely seen except along the
trails where they are not too frequently dlsturoed by visitors*

Antelope: Most of the antelope have moved up to their suwaer
in the vicinity of Sower Palls, Plough Creek and Buffalo Hanoh* She herd is In

excellent condition and all reports indicate a normal increase this year*

Moose * Cows and ysarling calves have been recently seen at nameroue
points along the highways* A few are seen almost daily on the meadows between
Mammoth and Morris and along the road between headquarters and Sower Falls* Shay
rival the oears as an esrly season attraction for park visitors.

daeep t Share is nothing of special interest regarding sheep at tills

tlms.

Buffalo-Lamar 31vor Herd ; She herd Is in excellent condition* She
drift from the winter feed ground started early in the month of April and the

various bands have since been ranging along the Lamar and Yellowstone Hi vers;

from the slopes of Mt* Morris to Slough Creak and flellroaring most of the bands
have moved down below the Lamar Elver Canyon* Snare was a loss of 3 cwi from
calving during the month, leaving a herd total of adults and yearlings of 815*

She 1327 calf orop consists of 105 to date exclusive of the losses that occurred

during and following the cold wave of April 1/t; to 21st. She total of these

losses is 22* She lossss were vary unusual In point of numbers. Shey resulted

almost entirely from low temperatures and other adverse weather conditions that

immediately killed all ni^ht time arrivals*

There is nothing of interest to report concerning the Gold Creek-i elloi

Creek herd at this tlms*

Predatory Animal

s

t Shore were no noteworthy activities in connection
with predatory animal control during the month. She season total of coyotes
destroyed consist of 238 as compared with 243 last year end 172 in 1923*
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Basil Animal a

»

Shore la nothing of special Interest to report

concerning small animals at this tins*

Bears : alack end brown sears are now appearing dailv in their usual

numbera at ttaamoth, Morris. Old Faithful, Lake, Canyon end fower Fails.
Grisxlies hare also appeared in the Canyon and Lata districts. ?he usual minor
depredations have boon reported In connection with their search for fond.

inffslo and Othor Ranch Opera tlons t The activities at the Baffalo
and other ranches hare consisted of ditch c leaning, repairs to neadgates,
fences and the irrigation of hay lands* repairs, maintenance and improvements
to buildings and grounds and the care of ranch, saddle and pack horses. Eleven
acres of new ground bare been seeded to rye at duffalo ijanch. Unusual pre-
oipitation has prevented the seeding of additional acreage to date. ^35«77
tone of bay wore fed at Buffalo Bench during the past winter season, 353*<*>
tons were fed at the Plough Creek, Gardiner and Yancey lianehes, asking a total
of 1195«63 toae f#d at a11 ranchos in the park* '^he balance on hand consists
of the follow ingi Buffalo Bench 1^0 tons, Slough Croak and Gardiner ilanohea

246 tons, and Hoppe Henah 143*74 tons, total 533*74 tons*

dBo - Mature! Phenomena

>th hot springs 1 2*e upper levels of the Mamaoth formations
are aot returning to activltlty approximating last season's even at the last
of the month of May* 2hia may bo duo to the fact that tho enow at the higiar
elevations has not molted and the ground water la still below normal for this
time of year, or their activltiea may have been transferred to the lower benches,
there is a vast amount of water on Jupiter and found Terraoea and Minerva,
Cleopatra and Hymen are also very ouch alive*

It is probabls that bate began to reappear in Devil's Kitchen at
the T9ry last of the month as they have a$ain been observed there* a mouse,
a pine siskin, a rock wren and throe hermit thrushes smothered by carbonic aaid
gaa were foaad la Stygian Cave*

Upper Geyser 3aslm She Casio waa in active eruption On Sunday, May

22nd, for over an hour ami a^in on May 24th. At tfci s time it appeared to play

up to 100 feet and showed a greater display of power thsti at any time laat year.

It playa violently and with a groat roar for 45 minutes.

She check on the Daisy recently ahowe about 75 minute intervals and

oonaid arable volume*

Old faithful has played at 64 minute intervals and generally to its

full heigxt.

Shore is no reason to believe that the Giant, Giantess or tho Beehive

have played recently, but the smaller onea show little change*

She question is often asked, do spring flood eaters materially affect

or Increase geyser sctivity? It does not aoem that after the noma! water aupply

ia established in the underflow tiat it oould, aa the vents entering the geyser

tubes oan only let In so much and the tube can only hold so muoh but when the

underflow ia below normal it would seam that this might cease a lessening of

activities ia sons swyaore*

-13-



fr*e n o? p 10 yrt^J'Xi •

»4r *« - ;
" • • yijniw

• bcc'l to * itrt»«

••.'JO c

loqvs Beatf mraA sat

CI R.j ..'T.-Ut'i

M
to)

«ftMTI TftdtfO IMM

• ova*

a^s

xi : aX - Qlfc

.3ii<ft iijo.it.fe-i. «di lo oXr
?a*f oil} Jf 'i»vg « r co«6i*6 fax

»flOi4«l

01 lA

f a-

-•

n** ea •

WMI raMb ^-'^ •• _"•:. :'J jb-; >i r.:

• Of

mini aiufj

c none .id \Iffo net «dfJ tit Ami 4t*B o* -.o r.ee> •Odst

W •-,»,! *tt>« 111



490 - Miscellaneous

Snow coalitions prevented tourist travel to the parte interior
prior to June 1st* The sale of peal ta began at the north and west gates
on this date. Travel condition* are fairly good between the north and west
entrance stations with side trips to Oid Faithful and Tower Falls* The road
from Morris to Canyon and Lake will probah/l> be opened to travel about Jane 10*
jfravel between Old Fai ttxful and Thumb will be permitted on or about Jane l^th.
The road froxa Thumb to Jnako Hiver fron Lake Junction to Sylvan Pace station
and from Canyon to Tower Falls through Dunraven Pass will be opened to travel
aboot Jane 19th. All roads were opened to travel on or before Jane 1st last
year with the exception of Dunraven Pass and Jit* Vashourn* (The north entrance
was opened on May l£th, the west entrance on May 17th, the south entrance on
May 29th and the east entrance on Jane 1st.) There was no tourist travel
during the month of May this year with the exception of a few visitors to
park headquarters via the north entrance.

The road from Mammoth to Tower Palle and from Old Faithful to Vest

Yellowstone was opened by oonoeasloners with motor truoka on May 1st and 2nd.
The road from Mamaoth to Morris and Madison Junction was opened for necessary
travel on May lGth. flie first motor vehicle to reach Cooke City this seaaon
arrived at its destination on May l8th.

The lee on Yellowstone Lake began to break up on the 17th and
largely disappeared within a week.

500 - Use of Parte facilities by the Public

510 - increase or decrease of travel

All park travel prior to Jane 1st has been via the north entrance
atatlon. It has consisted principally of local visitors to park headquarters.
Bils travel haa been registered at the north gate throughout the month* showing
a total of 139 visitors in 46 ©ara as compared with 22^9 visitors in 869 cars
during the month of May last year and 552 visitors in 194 cars during May 1925*
the total preseason travel to date consists of 1724 visitors in 620 oars aa

compared with 308b visitors in 1033 cars daring the tame period of preaeaaon
travel last year* and 1/33 vlaitora in 587 cars prior to Jane 1st, 1925*

520 - General weather oonditlona

TiatPKRAlJHS! Monthly mean* 41*0°, is 6*4° below normal* and with one

exception the loweet May average since the roooni began in 1887. xcept for 3

or 4 days of moderately warm and mostly fair weather near the middle of the

month, decidedly oold and stormy weather prevailed with temperatures consistent-

ly below normal* in fact, the unaeaaonably oold, wet, stormy April and May of

this year, constitutes one of the moot backward springs of record*

PH£CIPITaTION: Total, 2*9b inches, is I.05 inches above normal, and

haa bean exceeded but three times in May during the 40-year period of record*
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SXHtfkLU total, 13*8 inches, Is more than three times the normal

amount, and it the greatest in the May record, wife the exception of l8.6

inches in 1892.

VZJOi Average hourly Telocity 8*3 miles, normal 8.0 miles* &e
msxlmnm Telocity for a five-minute period was 54 alios P*** Hoar from the south

on the 17th. with an extreme Telocity of fQ miles per hoar for one minute* Jhe
preTious maximum Telocity for all months of record was *>4 miles from the snath

•a March 14, 1921.

SUWS&lMt Percentage of possible 281 normal 54* The month received
2ty> less sunshine then any other flay since the leather Jureaa record began 24
years ago* Someer of days clear 0, partly cloudy 11* cloudy 20, with *J1 inch

or more precipitation 19* l*his is the only May of record without a clear day*

Oxe are rage Way has 6 clear days, 13 partly cloudy, ami 12 cloudy.

521 - Snow Depth s i Under date of June 1 detailed report was submitted
to the Director 00toring this subject*

54° - Special Visitors:

On May 27th Mr. H. J. Heaver, 3 urea u of Fisheries HepresentatiTe
at Lake Yellowstone, arrived in the park tIb Gardiner. He has a orew of
about 10 men.

Mr. C. A. Snyder, Montana Plant Superintendent of the Mountain
States telephone & Telegraph Company, Helena, Mont., cams in via Gardiner
on Say 2bth. Mr. Snyder was accompanied by Mr. 0. J. Hezman of the Helena
division of the aoove company, and Mr* Murray Maclsill of the Wwr office.
Ihey went to Old Faithful on the 27th returning the same evening, and had a
conference with Superintendent Albright and Mr* Hlohola of the Yellowstone
Park Hotel Company regarding telephone service.

itt, R. 0. Hesmer, Architect of Seattle, Washington, accompanied by
Mr. Paul V. Carlson and a Mr. Sullivan, contractors of Spokane, Wash.,entered
the park at Gardiner en the night of May 27th and proceeded to Old Faithful
on the 28th. Those men built the Lllwaukee Hotel at Gallatin Gateway and
have the contract to build the addition to Old Faithful inn. They spent
the night of the 28th at Jmuuoth and left via Gardiner on the morning of
the 2^th. Mr. Iteamer ie tho architect who designed Old Faithful inn and
the Canyon Hotel. He will design the addition to Old Faithful Inn.
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900 - LUsoellaneous

Hospital and medical sorvioo . Dr. :Uohard H» Jrody,
i, r aborts

l+b offloe calls and y> nouae calls during

the de aidant
jrhysioian, raporta ^ offloe calls and \fi nouae calls daring the month*

Post Offloe i ./ork In the post offloe showed a marked increase
over the winter months, due to Influx of employees coming In for the tourist
season*

Church Gervlcos t Episcopal services were held in the Chapel by Rev.
•John F. Ooao, evening of May 8th and morning of May 22nd. English Lutheran
services were held lay B»r. Webster H. Clement on .Wednesday evening. May 4th
in the lodge room at Park headquarters. Methodist services were held in the
lodes room evening of Wednesday, May 2F)tu f by Rev. Otto Q» Ponath. Tentative
arrangemente for regular Sunday servioes In the chapel were made, for final
approval and publication later.

Grros Ventre flood * On May l8th a flood, caused by the breaking of
the tiros Ventre dam in the Qros Ventre river in the Jackson Hole country,
wiped out the town of Kelly, Wyoming, taking a toll of six lives and leaving
50 families homeless. The six persona who lost their lives were caught in a
wall of water 20 feet high, released when the dam, formed by a slide June 24»

132% from Sheep fountain, went out under pressure from melting snows.

The entire town of ilelly, oullt on the river bottom lands and
having a population of 7% **s wiped out. The wave of water took everything
before it and piled up a raft of timoer mor than 200 feet in length. As
tnese piled up against bridge after bridge en route down the Gros Ventre and

Snaxe Elvers, the wave flattened out over the lowlands and by the time the

water reached Idaho Falle its force practically had been spent.

2he Forest Service reports the Swan valley bridge, a span of 400

feet, town loose, while the approaches to Jaoxson oridge have been washed

•way. Several smaller bridges were carried away and access to the immediate

vicinity of the washout is impossible. The road damage is estimated at

#75tOOO.

Governor smerson Inspected the slide and the channel the river cut

through the elide material. He stated that this channel was at least 500 feet

in width and about 70 feet deep* He does not believe that the valley has any

more to fear from flooda for in his opinion any small slides which may block

the new channel will be washed out before any great quantity of water will

aco emulate in "Catastrophe" Lake. «e hope the Governor's opinion is correct.

That caused the flood? There are two theoriee, the first Is that

the south side of the slide area which filled last was mainlymede up of loose

materlale, mainly yellow clay and sandstone, end that the natural eeepage

water so saturated this material thst the high water pushed the great mass

of this material out bodily letting the flood down. The other theory is that

a slide which came in from the north sent e wave of water over the el lie

and that this rush of water carried enough of the aoft material on the south

side away to start the water through «<1 that thereafter the water waehed

rapidly enough to cense the flood.
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In an address at Jackson the Governor made the statement that tae

total damage done oy the waters was la the neighborhood of ^00,000. Included
la this it hlgferay s**i 'J Itch danage. Llvectocx losses are estimated at ;2^ ,000

and the losses in ranch improvements, ruined lands* personal property, etc.,

are estimated to be in the neighborhood of ^00,000.

fery truly yours,

She Director, Superintendant.
National Park Uerrioe,
Washington* H.G.
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.5? UNiTED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

TRAVEL REPORT

¥£i£Q^BTQB8 National Park for the Month of MaT .122.7

This

Month

This

Travel

Year

This

Month
Last

Last
Travel

Year

Increase for

Travel Year

To Date Year To Date Number Percent

HVATE TRANSPORTATION;

ars first entry

are reentry

Itorcycles

ITotal motor vehicles

4G

j|

jrscns entering via motor
vehicles

139

psons entering via other
private transportation ...

Total persons entering via

private transportation .

THER TRANSPORTATION:

fc-sons entering via stages .

ersons entering via trains .

Irsons entering otherwise

Total other transportation.

GRAND TOTAL ALL VISITORS ... ^

620 809 1033 « 40

:i^Lr ^ JLffi& 4LJ.,

1724 2259 30% 1362 44

^59—— --i^g4— -2259—

—

3&&— *#&=^ -44=^

n-?'
=—3vteF^=*$%* M4=-

This
Year

Last

Year
Increase

Number Percent

(mobiles in public camps during month
>ere in public camps during month
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10-159

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATUS OF PERSONNEL

.vy»A»g«ra Nat i ona 1 Park for the Month of Mil 1927

This This Month

Month I Last Year

Number of employees beginning of month, 66 ••

Number of additions, -3- ——

—

,.

—

—J -_

Total, 69 67

Number of separations, „£. . 3-

Number of employees close of month, . . . —
. .

66 p4

Number of promotions during month __q ..„_- „_Q

Aggregate amount of annual leave taken, 1^1 lll-i/2..

Aggregate amount of sick leave taken, j£ «—

»

Aggregate amount of leave without pay, __=^_
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

N'ATiONA«- PARK SERVICE

BEP0B1 OF PARK REVENUES

.XJJU£fS«MB National Park for the Month of HAX. 13ZJ

This Last

Year Year

revenue on hand beginning of month oq qq

feived 55.36 382.25

Total 55.?6 382.25

Mted 55,36 382*25

d close of month 00 00

k revenues received this year to date ^
2-r ,,,,«.

^k revenues received last year to date ^*-z ife* 1)!

flBfitfi =-48^0^%=
Percent of increase „
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0-162 UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

REPORT OF TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH BUSINESS

A- Yellowstone Nation*] Pack for the Month of May 1927

This

|
Thi Month

|
Cnc reas<

|

Month |Last YeaH

'OCAL BUSINESS

led, of circuit maintained -ion •*£* 28
o. of telephones connected _-e -*

o. of measured service calls ^

0. of other local calls. . .

Qtai No of local calls.
9663 11711 -2048

eak load in calls per day . Qn _ Q . 7_
4°9 504 95

:eceipte from measured service calls . .

:eceipts from coin boxes
'eceipts from telephone rental

U RECEIPTS
..

-
.

..
.

.

,0NG_m STANCE BUSINESS

|S. Outbound calls
1. Inbound calls .

127
. 5J? ~J5

203 27^ -70

TOTAL LONG DISTANCE CALLS

'eak load in calls per day "29 2F\ A
leceipts from Long Distance business.

^ ^^ ^^ ^^
?
LSGRAPH_BUSINESS

lescages via Western Union
fessages via. .......

TOTAL MESSAGES

'<

1

~

•077

.021

-17

-16

37
-25

16

-17

e:pt3 from telegraph business
money transfer messages

of money transfer receipts

RECEIPTS TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH DEPT-
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

"ELECTRICITY GENERATED, SOLD, USED, ETC
YEUOJSrOHK — —

-

National Park for the Month of

MY 1927

This This Last Increase for

I

This
I
Travel

|
Month

j

Travel Travel Year
Month

j

Year Last Year
|

I

To Date
I

Year To Date Number Percent

Current generated, . .

Bold to park operators,

Sold to others, . . .

49930.0 640862.O 45770.0 611250.0 29612.0

2272.8 83405.3 2574.8 78139.4 5265.9

.04

.06

Furnished to other Governmental
agencies,

Used by National Park Service, 47057.2 557456.7 43195*2 533110.6 24346.I
lost in transit, etc., , . . , -, - -

" '49930 .ir-64cr862-.Tr4577o-;o 611250 .0 2961210"

Total current generated, . .

.04

;o4
_

fanount receivable from the sale of electricity,
H3.64

* Indicated by K. W. H.
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June tf , 1927.

The Director,
Notional ?8rfc Service,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Director:

Shere are enclosed herewith Circulars 2,3*4 sn(* 5* an^

Meteorlogical Seminary, which please attach to the monthly

report for May, 1?27

.

Very truly yours,

K, 4L«UGK1
Inclosure8. Arct. Superintendent.
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Department of the Interior
national Park Service

Yellowstone national Park

Hay 24th 1927

OFFICE OF TIE! SUPJROTS.nOTT

Circular Number 2.

To All Park Rangers

No ranger will be allowed to travel outside his own
Station District and visit other sections of the park, on either
Official or Unofficial business, without a regulation travel order*

No such order will bo issued except by authority of the Chief
Ranger's Office.

Travel orders arc issued to each station and are numbered
consecutively. "/hen a man is going to travel from one station to

another in the park permission will be secured from the Chief Ranger's
Office and if such permission is granted the station chief v/ill

issue the required travel order and will i id.icn.te whether the trip

is official or unofficial.

As soon as the trip is completed the travel order will be

returned to the Station Chief who will promptly nail it to the Chief
Ranger's Office. He will also indicate the tine of the beginning and
the ending of the trip, and the purpose of the same.

The ranger in charge will bo held responsible for prompt
returns on all travel orders issued by him, Credit will not bo given
for meals authorized by travel orders until r turn has been made to

t ho Chief Ranger ' s Office.

SIGNED, HGRACS M. ALBRIGHT
Gup .;r intendent

.
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Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Yellov.'otono National Park

May 24th 1927

OFFICE OF TIC SUPERINTENDENT

Circular Number 3.

To All Park Rangers

From and after this date and until further notice
rangora will not ho paid "by the Government for meals served
to other rangora or any park employees.

There are road camps in tho vicinity of each
Station, and rangers, truck drivers and other Government
employees will he directed to these camps for their mca±s.

Rangera traveling on official status, will upon
presentation of travel order he furnished with meals at

road cemps froo of charge, provided they comply strictly with
tho conditions of tho travel order which requires the signature
of tho cook for all meals served with the date of the service
indicated in the proper column.

Rangers will not be credited for rrrals served them
while traveling on official status until tho travel order has
b ;n received at tho Chief Ranger's Cffico.

SIGNED. HTRACE 1.1. ALBRIGHT,
Super int . ndont -
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Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Yollows tone National Park

Hay 24th 1927

OFFICE OF TIE SOKSREJOEHHEErD

Circular ITo. 4.

To All Park Rangora

Motorcycle rangers will bo governed "by the
provisions of Circular ITo. 3.

They will b ; charged at the approved rate
for meals oorvod them at road camps in their own
Districts, but when traveling on Official status to

points outside their station districts will, upon
presentation of travel order, be furnished with meals
at road camps free of charge provided they comply
strictly with tho conditions of the travel order.

The Government will not pay for ratals

served them at ranger stations, except by special
authority of the Superintendent.

SIGHED. HORACE M. ALBRIGHT,
Suoerint. ndent

.
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Department of the Interior

national Pari: Service
Yellowstone National Parle

May 25th 1927

SEPICE OF THE SUPER IiITELT>EiTT.

Cii 3ular No. 5

To All Park Rangers

The attention of all rangers is called to paragraph
41 of the Manual for Park Rangers :-

••Unusual Events:- Special Re-port s* Unusual occurrences
such as accidents, deaths, changes in natural phenomena, etc.,

will be reported at once to the Chief Ranger's Office by phone.
Thi s should be followed by a detailed written _report

of the same. This is an important duty in connection with the
rangor '>/ork.

It is necessary that complete record be kept of all

occurrences of this character, and especially in the case of

accidents resulting in personal injuries or death.
Rangers will immediately investigate all reports of

accidents or deaths; they will proceed at once to the scene of
the incident and gather full details by interviewing the parties
involved. The names and addresses of all persons in interest,
and witnosaes should bo included in the written report to the
Chief Park Ranger.

Statements of the witnesses of the event are especially
valuable and should bo taken at once in writing".

Do not fail to report special incidents involving only
slight personal injuries or minor damages to property, as

complications often result from occurrences that might be considered
of no importance. The telephone report is desired only in order
that wo may keep in touch with events in the park, but the written
report of the ranger or rangers who make the investigation is

nocossary for record purposes.
Rangers should novor rely on second hand informn.tion,

but should interview the people concerned.
In addition to the cause, time and place of evonts result-

ing in personal injuries or death the name and address of the
attending physician, if any, is required and a full written report
of all obtainable information should bo promptly submittod to the
Chief Park Rangor' s Office.

SIGHED. HORACE LI. ALBRIGHT,
Superintendent

•
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