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april ?, V&J

UmOSULmm for the Director.

Following is tha report of activities for Yellowstone fictional l^rk during
the aonth of feral 1>U7«

leather Conditions , tfnsettlad weather conditions prevailed throughout the
Park as could bo expected during tho sonth. h total of 1.35 inches of preci-
pitation fall at Jasasoth, mostly in the Com of sno*?, but sevar&l showers were
recorded in the o losing days.

SJanttoth and Tower Falls reported jnaxiaua te»peratur<*8 of yx degrees on tha
17**1, *nd as usual fast Yellowstone racordad the lowest temperature in tha
-35 degrees on tha first*

Following; Is a tabulation of snow depths frass sasa * main points in

tha Park at tha and of March for tha past tan years

i

iy-yr.
Location 1958 1939 ly-jQ 1*U 1&£ 19^3 lv lzJk& 19U1 ays.

20" 6* 8" y U" 10- - 18F 8* H.6
Xortheest 52 25 23 17 29 21* 25 $3 29-6
Oallatin 12 16 21* 1*3 29 22.9
Lnka 62 27 28 22 29 60 33 Id 4 37*2
Lewis B. Divide 10i* 89 135 116 120
KMWIOth 2 - . - . 12 k 9*
Old Faithful 51 21 2fl 18 27 70 JO 37 55 51 3 •

Snake River 69 <*6 36 32 51 52 r5.9
fewer Falls 21 10 6 8 I4 22 1* 1> 15.1
Seit Yellowstone 31 23 24 50 30 56 29 £7 59 56 52*7

paclal Aotlvitles . Superintendent Eogers left Chicago on March 1, and
after two weeks* assignment in Denver, he returned to the Park on March 16. He
had been away from tha Park since leveaber 9e

March 1, 19u7» warkad tha 75*h anniversary oi' the creation of Tallows
ational Park. The &ot of March 1, lci72, aaking this the first national park,
was signed by Pros id apt Ulysses • irant. hile no ceremonies are planned at
this time for tha Park itself, several of tae eoasaunitiea near tine Park, parti-
cularly Cody, Wyoming, and Livingston, j&ontara., are planning celebrations to
cuiMiuisorats this outstanding date in Yellowstone history. The Livingsta
Chaaber of Corosnercs is sponsoring a horseback and c& trip through tha fark,
following una Howard iatoxs trail, and to include members of various rid! Lttfee,

dude ranehers and guests , and othars interested in taking this unusual rids for
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thU special occasion, &iite a masher of applications are already be b-
celved by the Livingston Chamber of Caasaerce frees persona desiring to wake this
trip.

Chief Jiar.gor LaKooe and assistant Chief laager skinner eere in Helena,
Montana, £areh 9-11, for a aeetir.g with tho Ionian* Fl«h and Q&m Coasiisslon

on wildlife matters , particularly th« Northern Yellowstone elk h*rd*

Regional Direct ar yerriaa, and Chiaf Recreational Planner £wi.rd% c&ae in

the Park on gareh 1$. Superintendent J. R. .assort, of ulaoigr National Park,

arrived for a conference on Siarch LU. All three officials left for their
respectWo stations on *£arch 15*

Assistant to the Superintendent Jeffs, Chief Hanger ioJoue, Chief lark

laaderson and Accounting Clerk 31rd left the Park on ^^mr. 1J, via Severaaent car,
to attend the conference of chief clerks, chief rangers, and field auditors held
in the Director's Offie a *aroh 17 to 21* They stopped at the Regie Office
for a brief visit and returned to the Par* March 26, They reported a asoat

successful conference and t.ucr valuable information was received by all those
in attendance. They were particularly complimentary of the fine sianner in which
the Chicago officials handled and discussed the various subjects.

Assistant Superintendent Johnston aari Chief Rark Naturalist Condon attended
a meeting and banquet sponsored by the 3i§ Timber Rod and iub on Karon 19,
at *hioh a talk ma fiven by Mr* Condon and Park movies were shown*

-Assistant Super in tocdent Johnston and ?%.r< >hloraadt left the
Park on inarch 24 for a trip to Den^f»r and Salt Lake City to arrange for obtain]
surplus equipment needed by the Park, They expect to be gone for about tea*© weeks,
returning April >•

Cn March 21, th* Superintendent appointed a new school board for the ^asasoth

Community School, effective lay 1, l)UI$ eoaoietiag of Ra Verde Watson, Chairman,
hsur Arastr^nc, Secretary-Treasurer, and iro« Ceate t* WnitOj Camber,

Koraer Chief ?,*n&*r Barrows left the Park wit*! his family iarc' ,", , moving
to their new home in Omaha, Nebraska, where a'r. Barrows is now employed as
Forester,

The Local Civil Service No>*d conducted an examination for Cleric on the
mornin ; of March 23, with three contestants.

". 3, Casaaieeloner T. Paul Blleon returned to the Park on March 29, after
being away on annual leave for a month*

Stanley &• Jackson returned to duty from furlough to his old position of
Clerk-Stenoarraphar, CAP-J, In preparation for tofeiag v<rar the Clerk-Stenographer,
CAP-U, position in the Superintendent's Office, vice Mrs. Ulme S. Haines, *ho
plans to resign early in April*

Inspections . Superintendent S« J. Luc*, of Custer £tti, and r», Luce were

in the' Park March U-7 to got necessary supplies and discuss BO&ument problems*

Assistant Kegional Forester iaynard Sorrows left the fark on Heron >» a^ter
assignment in Yellowstone since February 2>. Sillioa Duma, Superintendent of
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the Yellowstona Lake Flah Hetchory Station, , .-oseaaa, was La ;«Saroh 7 to
gat wage scale inforaatioa. B« . avail and J. . ---afford, , oisa, were
In March 1; for stream gauge reading. John C. feuchenan, U« i. Civil „<orvise

Iavestigator, Seattle fa*hir.,_toa, was la March ly to interview rangers. Ja*e*
Hrquhart, Supervisor of Gallatin National Forest, Bosejaan, and J. X. &wia*lla,
Aeelatant Supervisor, in for conference with tire Oupjrinten areh 28. 3fr«

*?alter ?>. (Barney) Sankin, director of Stata Parka in Montana, was in the Park
Karch 13 to discuss auseuats and exhibits.

Flans , gaps , and Surveys . Tha Project Construction Procraas for Custer
and Yellowstone Kat ioaal Park were raTlsad. Plans ware praparod for a portable
type wooden walk to be used around tha thamal areas hare in Yellowstone. Plans
ware also prepared Cor installation of a new pressure tank at -usier BWL t the
tank to ba Installed under Major Rvffcir and Rehabilitation pro^raaa.

Superintendent Luce, of Custer %M, visited with us for a snort ti«a and
want over road and sign problt

General Publicity . A special article on Yellowstone administration was
prepared by" Assistant to tha :;uporintandent Joffe and submitted to tha Director's
Office on Karon 6 for inclusion in tha Diamond Jubilee Series.

Free publications oa hand at tha and af March auabered 20,7~>G (5,500 re»
celved from 0PO during tha month) of tha I9L46 Information Folder in the
storeroom and 3»750 in the Museum storeroom, alao $,500 Location Has So. > at
the Uueausa. A breakdown of sales publications by title and cumber was attached
to tha P.aport of tha Katuraliat division.

Koad Ua I ntananas . Onow plowing was normal during tha first of tha aonth,
but during tha latter half werss weather soft^med tha snow era at on the road sur-
faca so that it was nocassary to use patrol graders to reaove such of tnis
paakad snow.

Tha runoff has bean quite rapid and It was necessary to put. on a maintontanca
ore* at ^awaoth to taks oara of the situation, A number of ©ulvarts are too
saell to carry tha drainage and svt&a s.T.all dasiage has resulted to tha road
shoulders whare tha watar ran across tha road. Surface daaags to the road,
uardiasr to Cooke, is considerable and it is heavier tl<is spring, than was anti-
cipated. A section of the road in front of tha aeamoth Post Office has erokwa
to such an extant that reprocessing at this location will need ba dona this
year. Between sfaamoth and lower fall auaarous breaks are developing, tower
?all to Lasier Canyon has sane bad breaks # sons of which are 200 yards long.
feMfc of this dasage to tha road surface is from tha haavy hauling of ore from
the sills at Cooke to uerdinar. A restricted load limit was placed on this
road as soon as tha frost started to eou-a out of tha » round.

A road craw is stationed at S£aa»oth only, consisting; of two parsaanent motor
equipment operators, oaa truck driver arri two laborers, also om grader operator.

Vt present we hava 1? dusip trucks, including thraa of tha large duaps with
snow plow attachments, available for road aaintenancai >3 to ..+0 arc required
for effective operation.

TONE
x MAL PARK

RY
3&&0
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g©w Construction * *©rk continued throughout the month on projects awl.2,
l|01»3 and 1*01 »U, temporary houses made fret. em lidlags at iamaoth. All thra©
houses hava bs©n shingl©d. On© has pract ioally all th* interior finish except
floor.

An allotment of ,115,000 for wood«n walks for th© thermal areas was r*e«ived.
Ko -work has been started on this job, but bids were received for material and w

proposal has been accepted subject to necessary ratification by th© Director's
Office.

Cone©sslon»rs . Mr. J. i. fiaynes ©as in tha park 013 March 5 and again on
March 17. Contract I-lp-210, for Eaynes, Inc., was ©xtasded tor on© ya%\r from
January 1 to Decamber 31» 19-U7» approved ay .•assistant 'ia©r©t*ry earner .

Gardnar,

Dr. Alfred « Luec<, of Part Hospital, Livingston, ©as iji th© Park
-/.arch 19 to discuss magical sarrica with tha 3upar infc and©at.

Vi^ooKraphad copiss of appro<r«d ratas for the Yeilowatoas Park Company,
season, ware r«©«iv»d on March >• Mr. Huntley ChiW, Jr., of th© Yellowstone
Park Company, and Mr* Travor Povah of Hamilton Stores, Ine., were in th© Superin-
tendent's office on Uaroh 21 for a conference regarding openln*. of roads and
various facilitiss of th© Pari operators.

Gasoline prioos in tha Park w«r© incr«as©d gS
7

par gallon, ©ffactive Sarah
to a©at an inoraass in tank ©agon pricas by that amount.

Mr. Harry I% 3yrn«, nawly-appoint«d sarvLcs station manager for th©
Yallowstons Park Company, arrived in tha Bark March jjl to aonfar with tha Park
Service offiolals regarding improved methods of operation for service stations
for th© Yellowstone, k £r«atly improved plan was cutliaed for the 1?'*7 season*

Sehadul© of basic rates for tha I9W season for Pryor k Trischman approved
by th© action of tha Diraetor ¥aroh 27 » 1947 •

Interpret iva Services . On i!aroh 19 a program sponsored by tha iSig timber
rod and Gun Club was presented to j>12 school ©hildrvn in t | TLsber theater.
That evening a similar program, consisting of a talk and motion pictures, *as
present©d to 130 members of tha Club at their annual banquet.

During tha month several peapia have viewed the exhibits In the Mammoth
Vuseum.

Motion pictures were presented to th© Mammoth community in th© ©antaen
twice during th© aonth with an attendance of about y-j people at each program*

Museum Aativifrles and Exhibits , h series of historical pictures partainlng
to th© Custer 88M were eepled and black and whit© siidss war© mad© from th© nega-
tives prepared. These will be add^d tea fcise r^rx file of photographs and slides.

A detailed inventory of tha bird spaelmens, both mounted and study akin©,
in tha Yellowstone Park museums was prepared a^c. submitted to Oiin $• Fettle
of Carlatos Collar© at Narthfiald, Minnesota, who is conducting a comprehensive
study of bird oollaetion©*
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issaareh and Observations . Park Uaturaliat Brodriek continued his research
work and preparation of th-j book on birds of Yeilowaton*.

Increase or Cecroasa is Travel . A total of five nundred sixty--.' persons
entered the Pa"r¥ during the aonth, which is only p6«V per cent of the travel
recorded for Uaroh of 1^U6» The decline is avsn mora pronounced for g travel
year to date as 15^7 travel ia only 51»9^4 9^ cent of the 19^6 figure for -

corresponding period.

Uotor vehicles entering during March totaled £$<>, wnleh is "Jdm^l per sent

of ths vehicular travel in -iareh 19^6« For the travel seasc late only

>U«3 par sent a« «any vehicles have entered the Park as ia the same p&riod ef

Ranger Csrvioa . ?.anger activities consisted of ski patrols of Park

boundaries and interior areas of tha rark to observe wildlifa conditions, re&ove
scow froa £Ovsrraa-ynt buildings, record snow depchs and geaeral protection work.

The wildlife card index file was aade current with the addition of ail perti-
nent data acoissnlated during the past year. Snow eourai readinga were -nade in

cooperation with other goverraaentai agencies. Counts of bison and bighorns
were aade at9r %hm northsrn park areas nod regular cheeks of dead eni&als were
made to determine winter losses.

extensive revisions of the Yellowstone Paris ranger's Adssinistrativo, .oport

and Checking Station Manual were completed and copies of the revisions furnished
all holders of these sanuala, inoluai^ other parks, the four >e

:
ional Offices

and the director 1 a Office.

Wildlife and r'ish Cultural A.oti/itles * . During the l*&&9r part
of the HiontK counts wore jsacia over all available antelope range and pr-asant site
of the herd estimated at jl+5* The anis*als were sigretiiig tap country at close of
the period and appeared to be in generally rood condition.

Observations of these anbasls were isade in the three ranger dis-
tricts alons the northern area of the Park, bat surveys were not coatpletsd and
will be continued Into nsxt aontn. 'iniaials seen to date total 135 (.Maaaaoth

1st. -67, Tower i-'alls • ist.-^>, Laser Di**»«i25)« Those seen in the Massaoth

district were in fair to £ood condition. In the lower Tails and Leraar districts
their condition was reported good and v >ry . ood, respectively, ^ive deaths fro®
various causes have been reverted.

LO. Buffalo in the Laautr end Lower Yellowstone river valleys were
hard-pressed for forage throurhout the MBth because of created snow and icy
condition of the ran?:e. A few drifted down the Tel lowstone and outside trie 3

as far as Yankee dixa Canyon, i assail group migrated to the 31aektst.il Ceer Gr«#k
and 'gfaiaatoth areas, and 12 h—4 drifted bo the Stake Ranch area. These latter
animls were rounded u- by horseback riders and pushed bacir toward Haswoth to
prevent them from drift In.' out ftf the rark.

A census of the buffalo in the northern area of the Par« was made during
the period March U to f, inclusive, with a total of 1^2 seen, these included
1&3 bulls, l;>ii cows, 6£ calves and 37 nixed cows and calwes. Census was made
in the 3ld Faithful-Madison Junction area during February, resulting in a total
oount of 101. So count has been attempted in toil :ar. -/alley an' illsmn
Creek areas.
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Thar* have beer, seven known deaths from various cause*, five In the Lamar
area, one at fowar •'alls and one at Lake*

Uoat buffalo seen have been reported in poor flash, but abnormal winter
loss is not anticipated,

COT
-

": .,. Ho additional ear-tagged coyotes were t^ran taring &!arch. Only
one of these marked animals aas seen (^oda Butte Creak area;,

D3<i&* D—r are in rather poor flash and s fee deaths have occurred*
However, excessive winbar loss as are not expected*

&£m A definite up country migration was ondmr way at close of the* raonth.

.xceptlonally haavy use of aval laolo winter rs: s b«en made this *inter, and
most of the animals are in only fair oont ition* Known winter losses to date
total 38, and it is expected that additional losaos during April >dll somewhat
exceed those of the previous year*

In the Rptt Yellowstone arid Gallatin areas outside the Bark elk are bmi
artificially fed by the I ontana Fish and Gaase Corasaission at insistenca of local
sportsmen* s organisations. ,*ip of about 63 aniaals has h&^xi fed at Duck
Creek since March 1 and feeding was begun aio. treh 13*
ouma or the hay bein£ used Per this purpose is of vjry poor quality and it has
been estimated that only about $/% lb* of hay par day par elk is be)lag dcLad
out* Some deaths have occurred in these feeding areas. It is estimated that
not mora than 100 elk ara wit-hin tfee Park in the Gallatin area at the present
tisie* -enge has been heavily utilised and the animals are in only fair condition.

.'AS* A pair of trumpeter s*aa* was observed on a s<mil pond
B»mr KMMtSi m Kurta ,o.

EABrCr? 6PfiM*XX0IS« Six Amy pack mules were obtainsa from surplus, making a
valuable addition to tho Park's pacKstock* th>3 park horse and mule herd aow
numbers 99 animals, anl six horses are bein/ wintered for :?ranci iaton National
Park* Two unserviceable horses were condemned and will be sola on bid during
April*

Three- and four-year-old oolts, raised at Lamar, are bolo& broken to ride
and the four-year-olds will be placed In service this aummsjr* Other activities
carried on at Lamar station during the month included general care and feeding
of the horse and! «ule herd, preparation of stalls and feeding annger* for brood
mares expected to foal in April and &ay, repair o:

N corrals and equipment, pre-
paration of irrigation haad^atss, drainage of tho area and jsisealleneoas
maintenance*

About 3* tons of hay was fed to 101 head of stock in March and the hay
supply on hand was about 36*5 tons at the and ot the period* It appears that
this will be sufficient to carry the animals through until the next hay harvest*

Forest ?ire Protection, Offers of employment were made to 22 fire control
aide applicants* By the and of ths month li men had accepted positions for the
coaunr season and eight had not committed themselves*
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ork was dona on revision* for the Forest requirements Report; the
Superintendents ilnnual fceport of Forest fir* right in; iquipment was prepared;
and the report of the status of PF and Pf accounts was prepared and submitted
to the Begion*

A Yellowstone Par* Pire Organisation Plan was prepared. This plan will be
used this season in dispatching personnel for forest Tirj fighting.

Building Pi re Protection Two fires in Government buildings ware reported
during the month. One on '^aroh 1, which damaged a small pump house at Beehler
Siver Ranger Station, was oaused by an over-heated stove. Damage was negli I

The other fira occurred on March I4 in the attic of quarters buildin a* 5
at Mammoth. The exact cause of this fira has not been determined, but ail indi*
cations point to spontaneous ignition. Damage to the buildinr ia estimated at
about |2,5^« the fire was confined to the attic rooms of the building, and
there was vary little property loss and no personal injuries*

Accidents . One motor vehiole accident was reported during trie month,
acoident occurred on March 1 about two miles inside the north -f.ata and involved
a truck, owned by the McLaren Mining Company of Cooke, Montana, which swerved
to avoid another car and was unable to stop quickly on the icy road and went into
the Gardiner I-iver* Although the truck overturned, the driver was fortunate
enough to escape with minor bruises*

Miscellaneous . The regular monthly aewting of the National Federation of
Federal jnployees, Local 465 » was held at the Canteen on March 3»

The annual National 3ed Gross Fund drive, conducted in the Par* firing
March, was very successful. Pinal figures are not available at this writing,
but it appears that the average contribution will be well ov^r one dollar p*r
person.

Edmund H. Rogers,
In quintuple* .up.;r Intend ant #

cc j Begion Two (in duplicate)*

Pile {2)^
Jj/srj



1

-

- .

toe

» -

i ©0.8

mm Starts a
.--.-

-

i

Cia\U






